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Pikes Peak Area

Council of Governments

Communities Working Together

Meeting Agenda
Air Quality Technical Committee
Wednesday, June 25, 2025, 1:00 PM

In Person
Pikes Peak Area Council of Governments Upper Conference Room
15 S. 7t St., Colorado Springs, CO 80905

Virtual: Microsoft Teams (Video and Audio)
www.microsoft.com/en-us/microsoft-teams/join-a-meeting
Meeting ID: 212 177 628 138 9
Passcode: MY3ty7Lv

Virtual: Phone (Audio Only)
Phone: (929) 242-8427
Conference ID: 402 350 183

. Call to Order / Establish a Quorum
. Agenda Approval

Public Comments / Presentations

Public comments can be made before or during the meeting. Public comments during the
meeting is limited to three minutes and can be done at the meeting location or remotely
by using the posted Microsoft Teams link. Individuals are encouraged to notify the
meeting organizer at ppacg@ppacg.org before the start of the meeting with the agenda
item they would like to comment on. Public comments can be submitted before the
meeting via email to ppacg@ppacg.org for distribution to the committee members.
Discussion Items

A. Ozone Advance program update

B. Air Quality Alerts and Ozone Season Communications X<

C. July meeting

Information Items

A. Colorado Air Quality Enterprise - Ozone research projects

Member Entity Announcements

Meeting Schedule

Adjournment



https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_M2QxZmZkMGQtZWEyMC00NDM2LWIxYzQtYjhkODc1MjA2MGUx%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22d62c89a1-3b96-49f6-acc4-bffe4f836296%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22fd5229e5-654f-4c0b-ab1c-f7455939ed73%22%7d
mailto:ppacg@ppacg.org
mailto:ppacg@ppacg.org
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcdphe.colorado.gov%2Fenterprise-boards%2Fair-quality-enterprise&data=05%7C02%7Camartell%40ppacg.org%7Ca88fe60203e74613133f08ddae9a6b81%7Cd62c89a13b9649f6acc4bffe4f836296%7C0%7C0%7C638858700445341911%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=aeUnNVwypHexMMIBUjDk7r14yATfl8XZ7%2F4eg%2BS%2B2aU%3D&reserved=0

The Pikes Peak Area Council of Governments will not discriminate against qualified individuals
with disabilities. Meetings are available to join remotely via Microsoft Teams, and meetings
include live transcription for remote and in-person attendees using automated software. Should
you require any additional auxiliary aids or services to participate, please contact

ppacg@ppacg.org or (719) 471-7080 x139 as soon as possible so that we can do our best to
accommodate your needs.

Si necesita ayuda con traduccion, llame por favor al (719) 471-7080 x139 o ppacg@ppacg.org.



mailto:ppacg@ppacg.org
mailto:ppacg@ppacg.org

Agenda Item 4B

Summer is ozone season — protect your health and help
reduce pollution. Get the Air Quality Index (AQI) to stay
informed and take action on Air Quality Action Days!

“?’JSE | Go to
LR AirNow.gov
to get your
local AQI and
the AirNow

app
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Summer is ozone season — protect your health and help
reduce pollution. Sign up for Air Quality Alerts  to stay
informed and take action on Air Quality Action Days!

Reduce your exposure on Action Days:
e Limittime spent outdoors

e Reduce vehicle trips by carpooling,
combining trips, or take the bus

Learn more about simple steps you can
' Scan me to sign up take to redu.ce air p011u.t10n every agy at
for air quality alerts! : PikesPeak Air.com
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@ Pikes Peak Area
p=m| Council of Governments

Communities Working Together

Ozone Season 2025 Social Media Guide

Summary/Overview

Ozone season is the time of year when ground-level ozone, a harmful air pollutant, reaches its highest
concentrations, typically during warmer months with strong sunlight. It usually occurs from May through
September each year.

To support our local partners in the region in raising awareness within our communities, this social
media toolkit equips you with relevant hashtags, recommended accounts to engage with, and adaptable
posts to share. Some posts include an optional accompanying image. If relevant, we encourage you to
share images that reflect your local community and resonate with your target audience.

Outreach contacts:
o Angie Martell, PPACG Environmental Planner amartell@ppacg.org
e Kenzie Courtney, PPACG Air Quality Outreach Assistant kcourtney@ppacg.org

Hashtags:
e H#COair

Key Social Media Accounts:

Instagram
e @PPACG
e (@cdphe
® (@epagov
Facebook

e Pikes Peak Area Council of Governments
e Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment
e Air Now

Twitter
e @CDPHE
e @cdpheapcd
® @ozoneaware
o @AIRNow

Suggested posts - organized by month

Please help spread the word! Feel free to use or adapt any of the following posts on your social media
channels.


https://www.instagram.com/ppacg/
https://www.instagram.com/cdphe/
https://www.instagram.com/epagov/
https://www.facebook.com/PPACG/
https://www.facebook.com/CDPHE/
https://www.facebook.com/airnow/
https://twitter.com/CDPHE
https://twitter.com/cdpheapcd
https://twitter.com/ozoneaware
https://twitter.com/AIRNow
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JUNE Topic: Bike to Work Day

# COair

Bike to work day is June 25! Bike commuters can
enjoy a FREE breakfast at stations along the trail
system and at local businesses. Plan your route with
the City of Colorado Springs’ Bike to Work Day
breakfast station map. We look forward to seeing
you out there on two wheels!

Bike to Work Day 000 ° °

Breakfast Station Locations
T e

JUNE - July Topic:Ozone Season Kick- off



https://coloradosprings.gov/biketowork
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() Ozone season is here — Be Ozone Aware!

Each year, from April through October, warmer
temperatures and strong sunlight can lead to higher
formation of ground-level ozone —a harm ful air
pollutant that affects everyone, especially children, older
adults,and people with respiratory conditions. On hot,
sunny days, ozone pollution can rise to unhealthy levels.
Unlike the ozone layer high in the atmosphere that
protects us from UVrays, ground-level ozone is a harm ful
air pollutant that can affect lung health and overall well-
being.

What can you do? Plenty. Even small actions can make a
big difference.

v~ Easy Ways to Reduce Ozone and Protect Your Health:

Stay informed

arca

— sign up for Air Quality Alerts for your

Track local conditons — Download the free AirNow
app and track the Air Quality Index
Drive Less — Combine errands, carpool, take transit or
bike when possible
Avoid vehicle idling
up and drop- off

— Especially during school pick-

Rethink yardwork — Upgrade to electric lawn
equipment or use gas-powered equipment after 7 p.m.

What causes ground-level ozone
pollution?

B g

Q

g

Air pollutants (nitrogen oxides and
volatile organic compounds) react with
sunlight and heat to form ground-level
ozone pollution.

.S

JULY Topic: Reduce your impact and be ozone aware

# COair

Summer is Ozone Season! For Coloradans looking for
ways to reduce their personal impact on air quality this
summer, Check out these resources:
e Ifyouneedalawn mower or other landscaping
equipment,upgrade highly-polluting gas-powered
machines in favor of cleaner electric models.



https://www.colorado.gov/airquality/request_alerts.aspx
https://www.colorado.gov/airquality/request_alerts.aspx
https://www.airnow.gov/airnow-mobile-app/
https://www.airnow.gov/airnow-mobile-app/
https://www.airnow.gov/airnow-mobile-app/
https://cdphe.colorado.gov/ozone-pollution-and-your-health
https://pirg.org/colorado/resources/small-machines-big-pollution/
https://pirg.org/colorado/resources/small-machines-big-pollution/
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Colorado offers a tax credit that allows retailers to
provide a 30% discount on electric lawn equipment
at time of purchase.
e Takeadvantage of Mountain Metro’s free transit
this summer during Zero Fare months. Rides will
be free from June 1to August 31,2025, to all riders .
e Colorado provides $450 tax credits for anybody
who buys an e - bike!

https://energyoffice.colorado.gov/ebike - tax - credit I]IEEI]IJI]T om ELEETRIE LAWN
e For summer travel around the state, including to aoan E[IUIPI]]EIITI / /
recreational destinations, try taking Colorado’s ’L Y

growing regional bus service, Bustang .

e If you need to buy a new home appliance or  car,
look into incentives for and advantages of going
electric .

e Find more at PikesPeakAir.com !

§ ﬂ\
450 credit on‘ S
E BIkES/ —

JULY Topic: The Air Quality Index and alerts

Ozone Season is Here, Stay Informed with AQI Alerts! . .
Air Quality Index

Peoplew!m sthma a dhe dlsense : G espxi ly c mla
reduce outdoor %

The Air Quality Index (AQI) helps you understand daily air
pollution levels. Avalue above 100 means air quality is
unhealthy for sensitive groups, and higher levels can

affect everyone. '

e Usethe AirNow app to see the daily AQIL. P
e Sign up for daily ozone alerts from the Colorado s

Department of Public Health & Environment
(CDPHE). You'll get notified when it's an Ozone
Action Day, so you can limit outdoor activity if
needed.

e You can also subscribe to EnviroFlash emails to
receive daily air quality forecasting.

Moderate



https://pirg.org/colorado/foundation/resources/how-to-unlock-savings-with-colorados-new-electric-lawn-mower-tax-credit/
https://pirg.org/colorado/foundation/resources/how-to-unlock-savings-with-colorados-new-electric-lawn-mower-tax-credit/
https://coloradosprings.gov/news/mountain-metro-free-summer-rides-are-back-2025
https://coloradosprings.gov/news/mountain-metro-free-summer-rides-are-back-2025
https://coloradosprings.gov/news/mountain-metro-free-summer-rides-are-back-2025
https://coloradosprings.gov/news/mountain-metro-free-summer-rides-are-back-2025
https://energyoffice.colorado.gov/ebike-tax-credit
https://ridebustang.com/
https://pirg.org/colorado/articles/colorado-builds-on-federal-incentives-for-electric-vehicles-trucks-and-home-appliances/
https://frontiergroup.org/resources/electrifying-your-home/
https://frontiergroup.org/resources/electrifying-your-home/
http://pikespeakair.com/
https://www.airnow.gov/airnow-mobile-app/
https://www.airnow.gov/airnow-mobile-app/
https://www.colorado.gov/airquality/request_alerts.aspx
https://www.colorado.gov/airquality/request_alerts.aspx
https://www.enviroflash.info/
https://www.enviroflash.info/
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e Learn more at PikesPeak Air.com.

# COAir



http://pikespeakair.com/
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Be Ozone Aware: Understanding the Air Quality Index (AQI) and Ozone
Season Alerts

During ozone season, it’s especially important to stay informed on the Air Quality Index
(AQI) each day. The AQI is a tool developed by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) to communicate the health impacts of outdoor air quality. It measures five major air
pollutants: ground-level ozone, particulate matter, carbon monoxide, nitrogen dioxide, and
sulfur dioxide.

Air quality monitors throughout our region collect data daily. Based on this data, the AQl is
assigned to one of six color-coded categories, each representing a range of values and a
corresponding level of health concern. The color makes it easy for people to quickly
determine whether air quality is reaching unhealthy levels in their communities. The higher
the AQI number, the greater the level of air pollution and potential impact on health. Learn
more and check the current AQI at AirNow.gov.

Daily AQl Color Levels of Concern Values of Index Description of Air Quality
Yellow Moderate 51 to 100 Air quality is acceptable. However, there may be a

risk for some people, particularly those who are
unusually sensitive to air pollution.

Very Unhealthy 201 to 300 Health alert: The risk of health effects is increased
for everyone.

Hazardous 301 and higher Health warning of emergency conditions: everyone
is more likely to be affected.

Summer often brings more air quality concerns due to increased ozone levels, as warmer
temperatures and strong sunlight can lead to higher formation of ground-level ozone.
Ozone season in Colorado runs from April through October, making it critical to check the
AQI regularly—especially if you have a respiratory condition or other health concerns. The
AQI can help you decide whether it’s a good day to spend time outdoors or take other
precautions.

In 2024, the Pikes Peak Region experienced 13 ozone exceedance days—days when
ozone levels surpassed national standards. Ozone can be harmful to everyone, but even
when the AQI stays in the moderate range, it can pose greater risks to sensitive groups
such as children, older adults, and those with pre-existing health issues.

10


https://cdphe.colorado.gov/ozone-pollution-and-your-health#:%7E:text=The%20state%20health%20department's%20Air,Day%20Alert%E2%80%9D%20is%20in%20effect.
https://www.airnow.gov/aqi/

Agenda Item 4B

Stay connected and keep the Air Quality Index handy:

For the 2025 ozone season, the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment
(CDPHE) sends daily email updates from May 31 to August 31. If air pollution levels are
forecasted to exceed national standards, you’ll receive an "Ozone Action Day Alert." You
can subscribe to receive alerts for your area here and sign up for EnviroFlash emails to get
daily air quality forecasts delivered directly to your inbox.

Many weather apps offer AQIl readings, and these can be based on a variety of data
sources. AirNow and the AirNow app is managed by the EPA and is a reliable source for AQI
information. AirNow features real-time AQIl data and an interactive map to help you
monitor local air quality conditions.

For more information about local ozone trends and tips on reducing ozone, visit
PikesPeakAir.com. You can also learn more with the Colorado Department of Public Health

and Environment’s Ozone resources.

11


https://www.colorado.gov/airquality/request_alerts.aspx
https://www.colorado.gov/airquality/request_alerts.aspx
https://www.enviroflash.info/
https://www.airnow.gov/
https://www.airnow.gov/airnow-mobile-app/
https://gispub.epa.gov/airnow/?monitors=ozonepm&xmin=-12756139.968218543&xmax=-10877623.56108255&ymin=4300873.914327168&ymax=5104379.955660728
https://pikespeakair.com/
https://cdphe.colorado.gov/ozone-pollution-and-your-health
https://cdphe.colorado.gov/ozone-pollution-and-your-health
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Ozone Season Newsletter

Ozone season is here - Be Ozone Aware!

Each year, from April through October, warmer temperatures and strong sunlight can lead
to higher formation of ground-level ozone —a harmful air pollutant that affects everyone,
especially children, older adults, and people with respiratory conditions. On hot, sunny
days, ozone pollution can rise to unhealthy levels. Unlike the ozone layer high in the
atmosphere that protects us from UV rays, ground-level ozone is a harmful air pollutant
that can affect lung health and overall well-being.

What can you do? Plenty. Even small actions can make a big difference.
v~ Easy Ways to Reduce Ozone and Protect Your Health:
Stay informed - sign up for Air Quality Alerts for your area

Track local conditions - Download the free AirNow app and track the Air Quality Index
Drive Less - Combine errands, carpool, take transit or bike when possible

Avoid vehicle idling — Especially during school pick-up and drop-off

Rethink yardwork — Upgrade to electric lawn equipment or use gas-powered

equipment after 7 p.m.

4% Ozone Monitoring in Our Region

Ozone levels in our area are continuously tracked by two certified air quality monitors —
one in Manitou Springs and another at the United States Air Force Academy. With the
hottest part of the year still on the horizon, now is the time to take simple, voluntary steps
to help protect our region’s air.

=} Whatis an Ozone Action Day Alert?

When ozone levels are forecasted to rise to unhealthy levels, the Colorado Department of
Public Health and Environment (CDPHE) issues an Ozone Action Day Alert. These alerts
encourage voluntary actions to reduce ozone-forming emissions. You may see them on
highway signs, news outlets, or through email alerts. When an Ozone Action Day Alert is
issued, voluntary actions are encouraged to reduce ozone-forming emissions. Even
seemingly small efforts — like upgrading to electric yard tools, avoiding idling, or avoiding a

12


https://www.colorado.gov/airquality/request_alerts.aspx
https://www.airnow.gov/airnow-mobile-app/
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short car trip—can make a big difference in helping to lower pollution levels on high ozone
days.

(P Stay Informed All Season Long

The CDPHE Air Pollution Control Division is resuming its daily email updates for the 2025
ozone pollution season. With ozone pollution generally peaking during the summer, the

division issues daily forecast emails every year to help Coloradans plan ahead. These email
alerts go out from May 31 to Aug. 31. These forecasts help you plan your outdoor activities
and take steps to improve air quality. If conditions are expected to exceed National
Ambient Air Quality Standards, the forecast will include an official Ozone Action Day Alert.

Here’s how to stay connected and keep the Air Quality Index handy:

. ¥ Subscribe to receive email alerts from CDPHE

¥4 Sign up to receive daily air quality forecasts by signing up for EnviroFlash emails

B Get the free AirNow app
@ Explore AirNow’s interactive map to check real-time air quality near you

e For more information and tips on reducing ozone, visit PikesPeakAir.com

See image below
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https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frtx5mvcab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001d4EKhRy_Mq_NBbQkDOjQPucmg19wRO3T2_31nE18nlko55wuZ382Yre0uGF4iC4oh-tUwtS0lMt78AUXkfPusTA5O_KxtHHYZimIWlHNkok--PvDuAvMp5KeA_KohX0Vrkk-1IoUPxRNKLKX0oYJ1tE8J5MVuMH3dmvDhV0PZUQ-GZg2hsjDRRUeNtr32ylJ-3dNr6N8ugY%3D%26c%3DUVCbE_GhDawMwCeEdVPW8sgJ2MPkKQwmu0X-MF2vtiTApHwCRe7EqQ%3D%3D%26ch%3D0vTTF6BDCRQAlcvz1D2w9NNLflQaa2V7_5n5uR65oBo57rEKKIdHcw%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Camartell%40ppacg.org%7C32c035b8655e4853289a08dd9fb50d22%7Cd62c89a13b9649f6acc4bffe4f836296%7C0%7C0%7C638842322143849061%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3hZlOEAZWcU71i4TlV6EN4tmWbgKri9XvfwMXGt0saI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frtx5mvcab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001d4EKhRy_Mq_NBbQkDOjQPucmg19wRO3T2_31nE18nlko55wuZ382Yre0uGF4iC4oI0v82ucLCNLbsBIdD9kqh3piQGa3ej3ERGyGY3ck7bWVOj7A7myrMLboxiLU4U4EgHMrMaIInZcH1XAHpfMH_pBnNINeLbYcX5h7Goq4bfOBrNvk1G1F1o3e_24I8wPVjTXqJcgS2K8%3D%26c%3DUVCbE_GhDawMwCeEdVPW8sgJ2MPkKQwmu0X-MF2vtiTApHwCRe7EqQ%3D%3D%26ch%3D0vTTF6BDCRQAlcvz1D2w9NNLflQaa2V7_5n5uR65oBo57rEKKIdHcw%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Camartell%40ppacg.org%7C32c035b8655e4853289a08dd9fb50d22%7Cd62c89a13b9649f6acc4bffe4f836296%7C0%7C0%7C638842322143879755%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=C6%2Fqg65s3h3jCGxrE4o%2BchcZPj5wC4JI766PAYleUz8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frtx5mvcab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001d4EKhRy_Mq_NBbQkDOjQPucmg19wRO3T2_31nE18nlko55wuZ382Yre0uGF4iC4oI0v82ucLCNLbsBIdD9kqh3piQGa3ej3ERGyGY3ck7bWVOj7A7myrMLboxiLU4U4EgHMrMaIInZcH1XAHpfMH_pBnNINeLbYcX5h7Goq4bfOBrNvk1G1F1o3e_24I8wPVjTXqJcgS2K8%3D%26c%3DUVCbE_GhDawMwCeEdVPW8sgJ2MPkKQwmu0X-MF2vtiTApHwCRe7EqQ%3D%3D%26ch%3D0vTTF6BDCRQAlcvz1D2w9NNLflQaa2V7_5n5uR65oBo57rEKKIdHcw%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Camartell%40ppacg.org%7C32c035b8655e4853289a08dd9fb50d22%7Cd62c89a13b9649f6acc4bffe4f836296%7C0%7C0%7C638842322143879755%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=C6%2Fqg65s3h3jCGxrE4o%2BchcZPj5wC4JI766PAYleUz8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frtx5mvcab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001d4EKhRy_Mq_NBbQkDOjQPucmg19wRO3T2_31nE18nlko55wuZ382YurLB2SiIurBLXWWLNHGSNK86GMHUDcrn_j8RQgGFzQrWXmrjgFevzDvgLNvmJQWbkiu7VFyscIS8YRSbfIfwGuZP7bYa6KXFtGyxPvKkkrg0kjZUz_0G2r9ASHtaVpO1bquEJfBvTEkNKriEQ_MXTQ%3D%26c%3DUVCbE_GhDawMwCeEdVPW8sgJ2MPkKQwmu0X-MF2vtiTApHwCRe7EqQ%3D%3D%26ch%3D0vTTF6BDCRQAlcvz1D2w9NNLflQaa2V7_5n5uR65oBo57rEKKIdHcw%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Camartell%40ppacg.org%7C32c035b8655e4853289a08dd9fb50d22%7Cd62c89a13b9649f6acc4bffe4f836296%7C0%7C0%7C638842322143865753%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=U%2FhTaDDci3%2Bjc2uzxKghhsilQlSlQdjBt%2FzKBwd8CoQ%3D&reserved=0
https://www.enviroflash.info/
https://www.airnow.gov/airnow-mobile-app/
https://gispub.epa.gov/airnow/?monitors=ozonepm&xmin=-12756139.968218543&xmax=-10877623.56108255&ymin=4300873.914327168&ymax=5104379.955660728
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