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Communities Working Together

Meeting Agenda
Legislative Committee
Monday, July 7, 2025, 8:30 AM

In-Person
Pikes Peak Area Council of Governments Upper Conference Room
15 S. 7th St., Colorado Springs, CO 80905

Virtual: Microsoft Teams (Video and Audio)
www.microsoft.com/en-us/microsoft-teams/join-a-meeting
Meeting ID: 279 086 676 909 3
Passcode: TtérR6FM

Virtual: Phone (Audio Only)
Phone: (929) 242-8427
Conference ID: 605 369 322

This meeting is for PPACG directors, PPACG staff and PPACG's lobbyists to develop positions on
legislation for consideration by the PPACG's Board of Directors. Guests are welcomed to attend
and listen in, but guest participation is at the discretion of the chair/co-chair and attending
directors.

A quorum of Board of Directors members may be present.

Call to Order

State budget forecast: Ed Bowditch, Bowditch & Cassell IX<

Federal budget update: Jared Verner, Public Policy and Communications Manager
Positioning on federal bills: Jared Verner, Public Policy and Communications Manager <
Information Items

A. Federal updates handout X<

Member Open Discussion

Next Meeting: August 4, 2025, 8:30 a.m.

8. Adjournment
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The Pikes Peak Area Council of Governments will not discriminate against qualified individuals
with disabilities. Meetings are available to join remotely via Microsoft Teams, and meetings


https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_NDU3ODU3ZGItNDdmMC00MzI1LTk3MzktMDg1MmEzNTc3ZjAz%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22d62c89a1-3b96-49f6-acc4-bffe4f836296%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22fd5229e5-654f-4c0b-ab1c-f7455939ed73%22%7d

include live transcription for remote and in-person attendees using automated software. Should
you require any additional auxiliary aids or services to participate, please contact
ppacg@ppacg.org or (719) 471-7080 x139 as soon as possible so that we can do our best to
accommodate your needs.

Si necesita ayuda con traduccién, llame por favor al (719) 471-7080 x139 o ppacg@ppacg.org.
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June 2025 Revenue Forecasts

The Legislative Council Staff (LCS) and Governor’s Office of State Planning
and Budgeting (OSPB) issued their June 2025 quarterly forecasts yesterday.
These June forecasts are not used for any specific budgeting purpose but
reflect current revenue estimates and all policy changes made during the 2025
legislative session.

Both LCS and OSPB downgraded their forecasts for General Fund revenue.
Legislative Council has downgraded its estimate of TABOR refunds for FY
2024-25 and FY 2025-26 — to a point where the state cannot fully fund the
Senior Homestead Exemption for FY 2024-25 or FY 2025-26. Also, certain tax
credits may be restricted. OSPB has a slightly higher forecast, and their
forecast accommodates the Senior Homestead Exemption.

Neither forecast includes impacts from the proposed federal budget. Based on
projections of the House version of the budget, passage of the bill will reduce
Colorado’s revenues (and move Colorado further below its TABOR limit) and
potentially increase expenditure requirements to address changes in Medicaid,
SNAP, and other programs.

Budgeting Outlook

Given the change in General Fund and TABOR refund obligations, the state’s
budget outlook has deteriorated. Using estimated expenditures for the major
state programs, the Legislative Council forecast shows a General Fund
shortfall of $698 million in FY 2026-27. Again, this does not include any
budgetary impacts from the proposed federal budget.

Forecast Takeaways

» Both forecasts have been downgraded since March.



e Colorado will be close to its TABOR revenue cap — especially usin&&k&gtemz
Legislative Council forecast. Legislative Council currently projects that
the state will not have sufficient revenues to fully fund the Senior
Homestead Exemption for FY 2024-25 or FY 2025-26.

e Due to the decrease in revenues, certain tax credits will be reduced or
eliminated. This includes tax credits for decarbonization, “Opportunity
Now” and workforce, family affordability, the earned income tax credit,
and childcare.

e The General Fund is projected to be below its required reserve in all

three years of the forecast.
Next Steps

The Governor could call a Special Session, and if that happens, some of the
issues raised above could be addressed. For example, the order in which
certain tax credits get reduced or cancelled could be modified.

The state needs to go through the accounting process for year-end close, and
that will modify available revenues.

The next revenue estimates will be issued on September 22. That forecast will
be used as the basis for the Governor’s FY 2026-27 budget request submitted
November 1.

The specific forecasts can be accessed at the following
links: OSPB and Legislative Council.
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/16QLgnewS3Zm7xku4jhEOVuBw33WqADTg/view
https://leg.colorado.gov/publications/forecast-june-2025
https://www.bcpublicaffairs.com/
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Bill # Title Bill Summary Sponsors Status
H.R.3030 | Highway Formula Fairness Act To amend title 23, United States Code, to provide | House: House: Assigned to House
PPACG Legislative Theme: Transportation for a.dlscretlona?ry INCrease in certalr? LDy Stanton (D-AZ) Committee on
funding to take into account population growth .
of a State, and for other purposes. Gonzales (R-TX) Transportation &
Infrastructure,
Subcommittee on
Highways and Transit
H.R.1733 | Rural Veterans Transportation to Care | To expand and modify the grant program of the | House: House: Assigned to
Act Department of Veterans Affairs to provide Marie Gluesenkamp (D-WA) | Committee on Veterans'
- - - - innovative transportat|on OpthI’]S to veteransin . . . .
S.784 PPACG Legislative Theme: Transportation, Aging Ciscomani (R-AZ) Affairs, Subcommittee on

highly rural areas, and for other purposes.

Vasquez (D-NM)
Davis (D-NC)
Johnson (R-SD)
Joyce (R-OH)
Golden (D-ME)
Pettersen (D-CO)
Fitzpatrick (D-CO)
Harder (D-CA)
Nunn (R-1A)
Vindman (D-VA)
Strickland (D-WA)
Lofgren (D-CA)

Senate:

Ossoff (D-GA)
Collins (R-ME)
Padilla (D-CA)

Health

Senate: Committee on
Veterans' Affairs Hearing
on May 21



https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/3030
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/1733
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/senate-bill/784
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S. 2120 A bill to amend the Older Americans Senate: Senate: Assigned to
Act of 1965 to authorize Cassidy (R-LA) Senate Committee on
appropriations for fiscal years 2026 Sanders (I-VT) Health, Education, Labor
through 2030, and for other purposes Scott (R-FL) and, Pensions
PPACG Legislative Theme: Aging Gillibrand (D-NY)
Collins (R-ME)
Kaine (D-VA)
Mullin (R-OK)
Markey (D-MA)
Murkowksi (R-AK)
Lujan (D-NM)
H.R. 502 Protecting Infrastructure Investments | To ensure the rural surface transportation grant | House: House: Assigned to House

for Rural America Act

PPACG Legislative Theme: Transportation

program is accessible to rural areas, and for
other purposes.

Finstad (R-MN)
Golden (D-ME)
Stauber (R-MN)
Mann (R-KS)
Fischbach (R-MN)
Van Orden (R-WI)
Moolenaar (R-MI)
Flood (R-NE)
Tiffany (R-WI)

Committee on
Transportation &
Infrastructure,
Subcommittee on
Highways and Transit



https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/senate-bill/2120
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/502
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Jump to:
e Updates from the National Association of Regional Councils
e Updates from the Association of Metropolitan Planning Organizations
e Updates from the federal delegation
o Senator Bennet
Senator Hickenlooper
Senators Bennet / Hickenlooper, Representative Pettersen
Representative Pettersen
Representative Boebert
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Updates from the National Association of Regional Councils
CONGRESS
The House and Senate are in recess.

June 30: Vote-a-rama Begins in the Senate on “Big, Beautiful Bill”

On Saturday, June 28, 2025, Senator Lindsey Graham (R-S.C.), Chairman of the Senate Budget
Committee, released the full text of the Reconciliation Bill, coined the “Big, Beautiful Bill". Later
that evening, Senate approved a vote 51-49 to open the floor up to debate on the megabill, with
two Republicans joining all Senate Democrats in the “nays”. At the start of the debate, Senator
Chuck Schumer raised an objection, forcing the Senate clerk to read all 940 pages of the
reconciliation bill, delaying the debate by over 15 hours. The following debate concluded early
this morning.

When the Senate reconvened at 9 am, they began a process known as a “vote-a-rama" during
which Senators can put forth an unlimited slate of amendments and force repeated roll call
votes. For instance, several Senators filed an amendment to tie eligibility for the Inflation
Reduction Act's wind and solar tax credits to the project’s start date. These would ease the
phaseout of the solar and wind tax credits by eliminating the strict requirement for projects to
be “placed in service” by the end of 2027 to qualify for the tax credits, making a significant
change to the current text.

Following the conclusion of the vote-a-rama, which is still ongoing, the Senate will vote to pass
the legislation. If passed, the House plans to convene at least 48 hours later to vote on the
updated version. The House would need to accept the bill without changes to meet the
President’s July 4 deadline.

ADMINISTRATION

USDA and EPA Announce Revisions to Environmental Policies

Today, two government agencies announced changes in response to President Donald Trump's
Executive Order titled “Unleashing American Energy”:

1. Secretary Brooke L. Rollins announced the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is
revising the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to reduce the length of the
environmental review process and allow infrastructure and energy projects to occur
faster. USDA will reduce NEPA regulations by 66% by repealing seven agency-specific
regulations. The interim rule will be finalized and made available on the afternoon of June
30th.

2. U.S Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Administrator Lee Zeldin declared that the
agency will revise wastewater rules to provide the country with affordable electricity while
adhering to the Clean Water Act. EPA intends to update the 2024 Effluent Limitations
Guidelines (ELGs) for Steam Electric Power Generating Units by extending compliance
deadlines for several of the zero-discharge requirements in the rule.



https://www.budget.senate.gov/chairman/newsroom/press/chairman-graham-releases-full-senate-text-of-presidents-one-big-beautiful-bill
https://rollcall.com/2025/06/28/weekend-votes-in-flux-as-senate-gop-scrambles-on-budget-bill/
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/politics/schumer-to-force-reading-of-1000-page-gop-mega-bill-delaying-it-by-half-a-day/ar-AA1HBtG5?ocid=BingNewsSerp
https://www.upi.com/Top_News/US/2025/06/30/Senate-Trump-bill-vote-a-rama-GOP-Democrat/7221751287855/
https://www.politico.com/live-updates/2025/06/30/congress/murkowski-plans-amendment-to-ease-solar-wind-tax-credit-phaseouts-00432508
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDAOC/bulletins/3e755a6
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USEPAAO/bulletins/3e75811
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/01/unleashing-american-energy/
https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/nepa-implementing-procedures-usda-7-cfr-1b-20250627-prepublication.pdf
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Secretary Burgum Move to Implement EXPLORE Act

Secretary of the Department of the Interior (DOI) Doug Burgum signed a Secretarial Order to
implement the Expanding Public Lands Outdoor Recreation Experiences (EXPLORE) Act on June
25, 2025. This bipartisan act, signed into law earlier this year, moves to expand outdoor
recreation on public lands and waters and in turn expand local economies. In the order, Burgum
outlines an implementation plan and framework and identifies key implementation areas, such
as improving access for people with disabilities, coordinating across government agencies and
with the private sector, and strengthening outdoor recreation infrastructure. The order, effective
immediately, takes a great step forward in the implementation of the EXPLORE Act.

OTHER FEDERAL NEWS

Supreme Court Upholds Universal Service Fund

Among many Supreme Court rulings made on Friday, one overturned a ruling from the U.S.
Court of Appeals for the 5th Circuit that found the Universal Service Fund unconstitutional. The
Universal Service Fund was established by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) to
provide communications services to rural areas and hospitals, low-income consumers, and
schools and libraries. The original ruling found that this fund was unconstitutional because it
violated the nondelegation doctrine of the Constitution, which limits how much power Congress
can give up or delegate. In establishing the fund, Congress delegated its taxing powers to the
FCC, who then created a nonprofit organization to manage it, with FCC approval. In a 6-3
decision, the Supreme Court determined that Congress did not give up too much power to the
FCC, and thus the Universal Service Fund does not violate the Constitution. The Universal Service
fund provides services to populations who might not otherwise have access to them.



https://recreationroundtable.org/news/secretarial-order-signed-to-implement-the-explore-act/
https://www.doi.gov/document-library/secretary-order/so-3435-implementation-expanding-public-lands-outdoor-recreation
https://rollcall.com/2025/06/27/supreme-court-upholds-fcc-universal-service-program/
https://www.fcc.gov/general/universal-service
https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/24pdf/24-354_0861.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/24pdf/24-354_0861.pdf
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The National Beat
July 31,2025
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Association of Metropolitan Planning Organizations (AMPO)| 4300 Wilson Blvd. Suite 220, Arlington, VA 22203 | (202) 449-
1993 Contact: Katie Economou, Legislative Director, at keconomou@ampo.org
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[} Feature Focus
NEPA, Division Office Cuts, EPA Alarm Bells, SAFE ROADS Campaign, FTA Updates

&@USDOT NEPA Reform

Secretary Duffy announced reforms to USDOT’s National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)
procedures, marking the first department-wide update in over four decades. The reforms aim to
reduce the length, cost, and complexity of environmental reviews for transportation infrastructure
projects. The revisions consolidate and modernize six previously separate procedures into
three streamlined documents:

1. USDOT Order (5610.1D @)
2. Revised joint procedures for FHWA, FRA, and FTA (23 CFR Part 771 @)
3. Updated FAA guidance (Order 1050.1G @)
Together, they create uniform deadlines, enforce page limits for environmental documents, and
clarify when NEPA applies (i.e., limiting review to projects where federal agencies have significant
discretion). Key changes in the Department-wide order include:
e Alignment with recent federal reforms, including Executive Order (EO) Unleashing
American Energy, the Fiscal Responsibility Act’s BUILDER Act amendments and the
Supreme Court’s ruling in Seven County Infrastructure Coalition v. Eagle County

o Codifies the requirement to combine the Final EIS and Record of Decision (ROD)
wherever feasible to expedite final project approvals.
e Mandatory timelines and page limits for Environmental Impact Statements (EIS) and
Environmental Assessments (EA)
o These changes reflect a legislative mandate in the 2023 Fiscal Responsibility Act
and are reinforced by NEPA amendments under the BUILDER Act:

Review Type \ Timeline Page Limit
EA 1 year from start to findings of no significant 75 (plus appendices)
impact (FONSIs)
EIS 2 years from Notice of Intent (NOI) 150 (300 for complex)

=  Agencies must certify that limits were met in good faith and that omitted
content was non-essential.
o Codifies the mandatory use of the Federal Permitting Dashboard (pdf page 9) for
projects requiring an EA or EIS when USDOT serves as the lead agency.
= Shift toward real-time, externally visible project tracking
= QOperating Administrations must now post NEPA milestones, schedules,
and permitting actions to the dashboard in accordance with USDOT-
established reporting standards
e Includes public-facing project schedules for all EISs and certain EAs
e Important Note: While public comment is encouraged, DOT’s
revised NEPA procedures do not universally mandate the circulation
of Draft EAs or EISs (pdf page 16). Instead, it is left to the discretion

Association of Metropolitan Planning Organizations (AMPO)| 4300 Wilson Blvd. Suite 220, Arlington, VA 22203 | (202) 449-
1993 Contact: Katie Economou, Legislative Director, at keconomou@ampo.org



mailto:keconomou@ampo.org
https://www.transportation.gov/briefing-room/us-transportation-secretary-sean-p-duffy-unveils-sweeping-updates-nepa-usdot-fast
https://www.transportation.gov/mission/office-secretary/office-policy/transportation-policy/dots-procedures-considering
https://www.environment.fhwa.dot.gov/legislation/implementation.aspx
https://www.faa.gov/about/office_org/headquarters_offices/apl/aee/env_policy
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/01/29/2025-01956/unleashing-american-energy
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/01/29/2025-01956/unleashing-american-energy
https://www.congress.gov/118/plaws/publ5/PLAW-118publ5.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/24pdf/23-975_m648.pdf
https://www.transportation.gov/sites/dot.gov/files/2025-06/DOT_NEPA_Order_6.25.2025FINAL.pdf
https://www.transportation.gov/sites/dot.gov/files/2025-06/DOT_NEPA_Order_6.25.2025FINAL.pdf
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of the Operating Administrations, unless otherwise mandated by
statute or their individual NEPA implementing procedures.
o Expands USDOT’s authority for programmatic and tiered reviews to:

o Use programmatic documents (e.g., EIS and EAs that apply to multiple projects or
regions)

o Rely on existing or prior environmental documents when appropriate

o Adopt CEs from other agencies and apply them to multimodal or repetitive actions

o Simplified procedures for categorical exclusions (CEs) and expanded authority to
adopt CEs from other agencies:

o Appendix A (A1; pdf page 65) lists USDOT-wide CEs for department action. Any
Operating Administrations (e.g., FHWA, FTA, etc.) may use these without additional
approval. USDOT can:

= Adopt CEs from other federal agencies.

= Create new CEs via programmatic documents.

= Apply mitigation to still use CEs in cases of extraordinary
circumstances, so long as significant impact is avoided

o Examples of USDOT-wide CEs include:

= “Administrative procurements (e.g., general supplies) and contracts for
personnel services.

= Personnel actions (e.g., promotions, hirings).

= Training, technical assistance, and educational/informational programs
and activities.

= Project amendments (e.g., increases in costs) which do not significantly
alter the environmental impact of an action.

=  Operating or maintenance subsidies when the subsidy will not resultin a
change in the effect on the environment.”

= 14 actions relating to economic regulation of airlines.

o Clarified applicability and scope of NEPA, reinforcing that not all federal actions require
environmental review

o Directs agencies to focus only on federal actions with substantial control over

environmental outcomes.
= Limits NEPA application to major federal actions
= Explicitly exempts STIPs and TIPs documents from NEPA review per 23
USC 134 & 135 (pdf page 4)

e Important Note: This means NEPA does not apply to the
development or approval of a STIP or TIP, as they are planning
documents, not final project approvals. NEPA applies at the project
level, not at the programming level.

o MPOs and State DOTs can include projects in TIPs/STIPs
before NEPA is complete, but the project cannot advance
to construction using federal funds until applicable NEPA
requirements are satisfied.

Association of Metropolitan Planning Organizations (AMPO)| 4300 Wilson Blvd. Suite 220, Arlington, VA 22203 | (202) 449-
1993 Contact: Katie Economou, Legislative Director, at keconomou@ampo.org
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= Rejects “but-for” causality (i.e., that federal funding alone triggers NEPA),
clarifying that minor involvement does not make an action federal under
NEPA.
o Grants discretion to USDOT officials to define what constitutes “significant,” based
on: public health and safety, quality of life, and economic impacts.
o Narrows focus to direct impacts, with agencies are directed to draw “reasonable
and manageable” lines in defining geographic/time/impact scope.
=  Speculative or cumulative impacts are de-emphasized unless central to the
agency’s decision.
e Formalizes process for project sponsors, like State DOTs and MPOs, to prepare
environmental documents like CEs, EAs, and EISs.
o USDOT must independently evaluate and approve the content.

Secretary Duffy framed the move as a way to accelerate critical infrastructure delivery and curb
delays. However, environmental advocates warned the reforms sideline public input and weaken
long-standing environmental protections, particularly related to indirect or cumulative impacts.
Similar rule changes have already been implemented across other agencies as part of the
administration’s broader energy agenda.

& Arkansas FHWA Office Merges with Mississippi Amid Staffing Cuts

Arkansas will now share its FHWA division office with Mississippi, reducing its own staff from 19 to
just 8 employees. Nationwide USDOT staffing reductions under the administration have left many
FHWA division and FTA regional offices short-staffed. Currently, Arkansas’s FHWA office is
severely understaffed, prompting Mississippi’s office to assume oversight of key functions,
including environmental reviews. Arkansas DOT officials acknowledged the strain but expressed
optimism about adapting to the new arrangement. While the impact on Mississippi’s resources
remains unclear, Arkansas leaders emphasized that digital communication has helped maintain
continuity despite the cutbacks.

This merger reflects a broader trend of federal downsizing that could limit USDOT’s ability to
provide timely oversight, approvals, and technical assistance. MPOs should be aware that
shrinking federal capacity may lead to longer project review times and reduced responsiveness
from regional support staff.

& Administration Uses Budget Loophole to Cancel EPA Grants

The administration is deploying a controversial legal strategy to cancel billions in EPA-awarded
climate and infrastructure grants by reclassifying them as “unobligated” and returning the funds to
the U.S. Treasury. Internal EPA communications reveal that appointees invoked contract
cancellation mechanisms (i.e., typically reserved for underperformance) to halt payments on
grants established under the previous administration.

Legal experts warn this tactic may violate anti-impoundment laws and congressional budget
authority. EPA officials argue the grants no longer reflect current priorities; however, critics say this

Association of Metropolitan Planning Organizations (AMPO)| 4300 Wilson Blvd. Suite 220, Arlington, VA 22203 | (202) 449-
1993 Contact: Katie Economou, Legislative Director, at keconomou@ampo.org
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https://enotrans.org/article/dot-job-cuts-already-over-30-at-fta-25-at-fhwa-nhtsa/
https://subscriber.politicopro.com/article/eenews/2025/06/25/how-trump-plans-to-use-his-limited-budget-authority-to-kill-epa-grants-00422044
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amounts to an overreach of executive authority. Some canceled grants are already facing legal
challenges, and lawmakers such as EPW Chair Shelley Moore Capito (R-WV) have raised
objections. The administration is reportedly seeking to roll these funds into a larger rescission
package for congressional consideration later this year.

This approach sets a troubling precedent for the reliability of awarded federal funding, even for
grants that have already been approved and allocated. There is also growing debate across
Congress and federal agencies, like USDOT, over the definition of "obligated" funds. In theory,
funds are considered obligated when a grant is formally awarded through a notice of award or
cooperative agreement. However, recent shifts in policy, including Executive Orders targeting
programs tied to equity, climate, and DEl goals, have raised new legal and procedural questions.
These include whether grants can be terminated if they no longer align with new administration
priorities and to what extent new conditions can be imposed retroactively.

This regulatory uncertainty introduces risk for MPOs and other grant recipients, who may now face
shifting implementation requirements even after award. MPOs that rely on federal discretionary
programs should be alert to the heightened risk of future rescissions, delays, or policy reversals
tied to shifts in administrative priorities.

&@USDOT Launches ‘SAFE ROADS’ Campaign

In a nationwide letter to every Governor, Secretary Duffy launched the Safe Arterials for Everyone
through Reliable Operations and Distraction-Reducing Strategies (SAFE ROADS) initiative. SAFE
ROADS is a national safety directive aimed at reducing fatalities on non-freeway arterials, where
over half of all US roadway deaths occur.

Secretary Duffy requested that each state, in coordination with their MPOs, submit a list of
arterial segments and intersections with significant safety, operational, or compliance concerns
within 60 days. States and MPOs are expected to use available crash data, safety assessments,
and operational analysis to identify these segments, with the goal of completing targeted
improvements by the end of Fiscal Year 2026.

The initiative outlines three core goals:
e Get “back to basics” with data-driven investments targeting real-world safety risks
o Empower States and Local Governments to simplify roadway environments to support
safe and predictable operations
o Make roads safer and easier to navigate for all users, including pedestrians, drivers, and
automated vehicles

FHWA will track state progress and offer technical support, including road safety audits,
assistance with countermeasure selection, and guidance on compliance with MUTCD and right-of-
way standards.

MPOs are expected to play a central role in aligning local crash data, regional planning, and
project selection under SAFE ROADS. AMPO encourages MPOs to engage early with their state DOT
counterparts, assess existing safety data, and explore how SAFE ROADS might complement

Association of Metropolitan Planning Organizations (AMPO)| 4300 Wilson Blvd. Suite 220, Arlington, VA 22203 | (202) 449-
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ongoing regional safety planning. At this time, it is unclear whether dedicated funding will be made
available to support implementation of this directive. AMPO is actively engaging with USDOT to
seek further clarity.

FTA Updates

FTA released a raft of deregulatory measures on July 1%t. Based on our understanding, may be tied to the
administration’s efforts to eliminate 10 regulations for every new one created. Read AMPOQ’s Analysis of

USDOT’s Administrative Rulemaking Procedures here @

These changes touch transit projects, operations, and asset management, which are all areas that MPOs
may play a role in. The one with the greatest potential impact on MPOs, especially for those that have a
hand in transit operations, is the abandonment of an Advanced Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
(ANPRM) related to standards to address fatigue-related safety incidents. The ANPRM was published in
October 2023, and was followed by a request for information to collect data from transit agencies. FTA
is not moving forward with the rulemaking because they assert that transit worker fatigue is already
addressed by regulations in 49 CFR part 673 relating to the Public Transportation Agency Safety Plan
(PTASP).

Here’s a summary of three NPRMs released on July 1, which all have comments due on Sept. 2:

e The first NPRM relates to reporting requirements for the Public Transportation Safety
Certification Training Program (PTSCTP). The notice states that “the proposed revisions would
reduce reporting burdens for rail transit agencies and State Safety Oversight Agencies (SSOA).” It
proposed reducing reporting frequency from semi-annual to annual.

o Potential MPO impact: This one will have an impact primarily on MPOs that play a role
in the operations and oversight of rail transit in their regions.

e Another NPRM proposes a change to the Project Management Oversight regulation, specifically
changing thresholds to reduce the number of projects subject to oversight requirements.

o Potential MPO impact: This one will likely affect the MPOs that are involved in
implementation of high-dollar transit projects.

e Yet another NPRM proposed to extend the period for establishing a waiver of certain

administrative requirements as relates to the Public Transportation Emergency Relief Program.
This program was established under MAP-21 and it allows FTA to make grants for capital and
operating costs following natural disasters or other catastrophic events.
o Potential MPO impact: This NPRM has the potential to affect any MPO with a transit
system that could receive these emergency funds.

Here are the Final Rules announced by FTA, all taking effect on July 1:

e Inone Final Rule, FTA has revised the Transit Asset Management (TAM) regulation to remove

the deadline for plan implementation, noting that the deadline has passed.
o Potential MPO impact: Negligible, as these plans should already be in place.
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e Another Final Rule does away with requirements relating to public transportation for the elderly

and people with disabilities. The text of this one asserts that the regulation, which dates to our
Bicentennial year 1976, is unnecessary because of subsequent laws and regulations, including
the ADA and the joint Federal Highway Administration/FTA Statewide and Metropolitan
Planning regulations.
o Potential MPO impact: Negligible again, as these rules have been superseded.
o The penultimate Final Rule relates to FTA’s regulations on Capital Investment Grants (CIG). FTA

is removing Appendix A from those regulations, calling it “superfluous” and “obsolete.”
o Potential MPO impact: Negligible, as the change will have no substantive effect on the
evaluation of CIG submittals.
e The final Final Rule addresses regulations that govern FTA as an agency, eliminating or

amending information that’s out of date.
o Potential MPO impact: None that we can see.

ﬂ Federal Roundup

Congress: Reconciliation Bill, Legislative Action, and Reauthorization
Administration & Agencies: OMB, DOGE, and USDOT Updates

Congress

Reconciliation Bill

What is Reconciliation? Budget reconciliation is a special legislative process that enables
Congress to expedite certain fiscal legislation (i.e., specifically bills related to spending, revenues,
or the debt limit) by allowing passage in the Senate with a simple majority vote, bypassing the
filibuster. The process begins with a budget resolution that outlines specific instructions for
congressional committees. Each committee then drafts its assigned provisions, which are
consolidated into a single bill. In the Senate, the bill undergoes a constrained debate followed by a
“vote-a-rama” (i.e., a rapid-fire voting session on proposed amendments). The Byrd Rule restricts
inclusion of provisions that do not have a direct budgetary impact. Once both chambers pass
identical versions, the bill is sent to the President for signature.

With the administration pushing for passage before the July 4th recess, both chambers have
intensified efforts to advance the reconciliation package.

Senate Timeline and Action
Following the House’s release of its reconciliation package earlier last month, the Senate has now
moved to advance its own version, making procedural and policy adjustments to ensure the bill
complies with reconciliation rules.
e Saturday (6/28): Senate Republicans voted 51-49 to begin formal debate.
o Monday (6/30): The Senate launched its "vote-a-rama," the final procedural step before a
potential floor vote.
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o Tuesday (7/1): Senate narrowly passed the bill with a 51-50 vote and Vice President JD
Vance broke the tie.

o The bill now heads to the House, where divisions between moderates and
hardliners may threaten to stall passage before the deadline.

. @Thune Rules Out Overruling Parliamentarian on Megabill Provisions: Senate Majority
Leader John Thune confirmed that Republicans will not seek to overrule the
Parliamentarian’s decision, which excluded several provisions deemed noncompliant with
reconciliation rules. Instead, the bill was revised to focus strictly on budget-relevant
measures.

o The Senate Megabill bill did not include House-proposed EV and hybrid fees.
. @EPW and Commerce Committee: Following the Parliamentarian’s guidance, Senate
committees made key adjustments:

o EPW Committee:
= Removed NEPA-related rollbacks and the 2027 tailpipe emissions repeal
= Retained repealing the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund.
= Retained rescinding funds from the Neighborhood Access and Equity

(NAE) program and other Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) programs.
o Commerce Committee: Preserved the elimination of Corporate Average Fuel
Economy (CAFE) rule penalties for automakers.

For the transportation-relevant sections of the Megabill, the majority of provisions originally drafted
by the Senate remain unchanged following the "vote-a-rama."

Overall, the Senate Republicans passed a more aggressive version of the bill than expected. The
Senate version includes deep cuts to large programs like Medicaid, reduces clean-energy tax
credits, and introduces permanent business tax reductions, which ultimately add hundreds of
billions more to the deficit than the original House version.

House Timeline and Action: House Republican leadership is expected to move quickly once the
Senate finalizes its version. House Speaker Mike Johnson must contend with potential member
backlash as the dramatically altered Senate version of the bill returns to his chamber.

e Wednesday (7/2): House Republicans stalled a key procedural vote on the reconciliation
bill as leadership scrambled to lock down support from conservative holdouts.

o While some members said a deal could still emerge, the bill’s path forward remains
uncertain, even with Administration pushing for passage by July 4.

o @EV/Hybrid Fees Still on the Table in Reconciliation Push: While the Senate opted to
remove the proposed federal registration fees for electric and hybrid vehicles, discussions
remain active in the House and certain Senate Offices:

o House T&I Chair Sam Graves (R-MO) plans to reintroduce the $250 EV and $100
hybrid registration fees from H.R. 1 during House-Senate negotiations.

As Congress races to finalize the reconciliation package, the situation remains in flux. While the
reconciliation process is focused on budgetary outcomes, its ripple effects could significantly
shape future transportation funding outcomes. AMPO will continue to monitor developments
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closely, particularly as certain proposals could resurface in the surface transportation
reauthorization debate now underway. Read more on Reauthorization below Q

Legislative Activity

@House T&I Advances Clean Water Permitting Reform Bill : The House T&l Committee passed
the Promoting Efficient Review for Modern Infrastructure Today (PERMIT) Act to streamline Clean
Water Act permitting without changing core environmental protections. The bill bundles several
GOP-led proposals to cut red tape, reduce delays, and improve interagency coordination.
Supporters say it will help accelerate infrastructure delivery.

@House Energy and Commerce Aims to Revive AV Bill in 2025; Chair Brett Guthrie (R-KY) hopes
to advance federal legislation this year establishing a national framework for autonomous vehicles.
While agencies have improved AV exemptions, Guthrie and industry leaders argue formal
legislation is needed to enhance safety, innovation, and competitiveness.

@House Proposal for GAO Budget Cuts and Limiting Oversight Authority: House Republicans
propose cutting GAO’s budget nearly in half (i.e., from $813M to $414M) and restricting its
enforcement of the 1974 Impoundment Control Act (i.e., a law that prevents presidents from
withholding congressionally approved funds). The move follows GAO ruling that the administration
unlawfully withheld NEVI funds. Critics warn this would undermine the nonpartisan watchdog.

Congressional Hearings, Markups, and Meetings
View the full Senate Schedule. View the full House Schedule.

@House Energy and Commerce Committee: NHTSA Vehicle Safety: The House Energy
and Commerce Subcommittee held a hearing on NHTSA’s role in advancing vehicle safety.
Key themes included the need for a national AV framework, new rules on impaired and
distracted driving, and improved public understanding of automated systems. Lawmakers
also raised concerns about staffing and outdated safety tools, while advocates urged
stronger data collection and federal leadership.

Reauthorization

What is Surface Transportation Reauthorization? Reauthorization is the process by which
Congress renews, funds, and updates the programs that support the nation’s transportation
systems. These multi-year bills determine how billions of federal dollars flow to state DOTs, MPOs,
transit agencies, and local governments, and establish the policies and eligibility requirements that
govern how those funds may be used. Read AMPO’s Reauthorization 101 Guide here @

Where Are We in the Process?
With the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IlJA) set to expire in September 2026,
congressional committees have begun developing the next surface transportation bill. The timeline
below outlines current activity and anticipated milestones:
e April: Stakeholders, including MPOs, submitted reauthorization priorities via the House T&lI
Committee’s portal.
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May: Congressional offices submitted their own reauthorization requests to the Senate
EPW and House T&l Committees.

June-July: Committee staff are reviewing submissions and conducting final stakeholder
meetings.

Summer: Legislative drafting is expected to begin.

Fall: Committee markups anticipated.

Winter 2026: Floor time possible, though movement in the House is expected first.
September 2026: I1JA Expires

Note: This timeline remains ambitious; delays or continuing resolutions are possible. However,
congressional leaders have signaled a strong desire to complete the bill on schedule. Chair
Sam Graves (R-MO), whose term as Chair of the House T&l Committee will end, is aiming to
finish the legislation under his leadership. Both Ranking Member Rick Larsen (D-WA) on T&l and
Senate EPW leaders, Chair Shelley Moore Capito (R-WV) and Ranking Member Sheldon
Whitehouse (D-RI), have also expressed a commitment to moving the bill in a timely,
bipartisan fashion. The added pressure of the November 2026 midterm elections reinforces
the urgency to pass the bill on time.

What We’re Hearing from the Hill

EPW: Confirmed that many Senate offices submitted priorities supporting increased local
control and direct funding (consistent with AMPO and the Local Officials for
Transportation (LOT) Coalition proposals).

T&I: Received a high volume of submissions and is still working through them. Early
feedback suggests inclusion of AMPO & LOT Coalition in many member requests.

Policy Direction in Spotlight

@Chairman Graves’ “Back to Basics” Vision for Reauthorization: House T&l Chair Sam
Graves (R-MO) recently described his priorities for the upcoming reauthorization bill. He
called for a return to core infrastructure investments, such as roads and bridges, and
criticized what he characterized as costly regulatory mandates under the previous
administration. Graves emphasized a need for a streamlined, state-dominant flexible
framework, greater project delivery efficiency, and new “user-pays” mechanisms to
stabilize the Highway Trust Fund (i.e., a proposed $250 annual EV registration fee and
$100 for hybrids). With 1A set to expire in September 2026, he noted that the Committee is
already drafting legislation rooted in fiscal discipline and “local control.”

o @ Senate EPW Chair Shelley Moore Capito (R-WYV) also stated that federal EV

fees could also be revived during the surface transportation bill drafting process.

What’s AMPO Up To?

AMPO remains active in this critical phase conducting congressional briefings, direct Hill meetings,
regular meetings with Committee staff, hosting member fly-ins, and collaborative outreach
alongside the LOT Coalition.

The reauthorization process represents more than a legislative deadline. It’s an opportunity to
reimagine how federal transportation funding can better reflect the needs of communities
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nationwide. With strong alignment between AMPQO’s agenda, the LOT Coalition, and the priorities
submitted by congressional offices, MPOs are well positioned to lead in shaping a more
responsive, representative, and efficient national transportation policy.

EP Want to get involved? Check out AMPQO’s MPO Engagement Toolkit and contact Katie
Economou, Legislative Director at keconomou@ampo.org to learn how you can help shape the
next reauthorization bill!

Administration & Agencies ﬁ

@ OMB Director Floats Withholding Funds: Office of Management and Budget (OMB) Director
Russell Vought told the Senate Appropriations Committee that he may indefinitely withhold
certain federal funds, allowing them to expire unless Congress proactively rescinds them.
This would sidestep Congress’s power of the purse and revive legal debates from the Supreme
Court’s 1998 ruling against the line-item veto. Vought's comments came amid a standoff over $9.4
billion in already-passed non-transportation funds awaiting Senate action. While most
transportation funds are “no-year” and not subject to expiration, the move raises concerns that
even transportation appropriations could be sidestepped by the executive branch in the future.

Read Eno Transportation’s analysis here @

@DOGE Loses Control Over Grants.gov: The Department of Government Efficiency (DOGE), has
been removed from overseeing Grants.gov after months of delays and controversy. Over 30
programs were stalled, raising impoundment concerns. A government-wide memo has restored
standard grant procedures, though political appointee sign-offs remain. With federal agencies now
resuming normal operations, advocates hope critical funds can flow before fiscal deadlines close
the window for disbursement.

USDOT ,@

@FTA Nominee Molinaro Advising Ahead of Confirmation: Former New York Former Rep. Marc
Molinaro is now advising Secretary Duffy on transit policy while awaiting Senate confirmation as
FTA Administrator. He began in the role June 16; a floor vote is pending.

@USDOT NEPA Agreement Streamlines Reviews in Texas: USDOT signed a new 10-year NEPA
Assignment Program agreement with the Texas DOT, granting broader environmental permitting
authority and reducing federal oversight. Secretary Duffy encouraged other states to follow the
model.

@FTA & Volpe: Transit Repair Backlog Hits $140 Billion: FTA and the Volpe Center report the
U.S. transit repair backlog has grown to $140.2B (i.e., up nearly 40% since 2018). Drivers include
inflation, unfunded system expansions, and aging infrastructure. Rail system needs are rising
fastest.

@USDOT Guidance on Criminal Referrals in Regulatory Enforcement: Following Executive
Order (EQ) 14294, USDOT published new guidance on criminal enforcement of regulations,
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including a forthcoming public list of applicable offenses and updated referral procedures to
Department of Justice.

@USDOT Pro-Trucker Package: As part of a trucking reform EO, USDOT will invest $275M in truck
parking, withdraw a speed limiter rule, and modernize FMCSA tools to reduce industry burdens.

@USDOT Letter to Los Angeles Officials: In a letter to LA officials, Secretary Duffy condemned
local handling of recent protests that disrupted federally funded transit service, questioning the
city’s preparedness for upcoming global events. He requested a detailed 30-day report from LA
Metro.

@USDOT Launches CDL Audit: FMCSA will audit state practices around issuing non-domiciled
CDLs to address safety concerns, prevent misuse of the commercial licensing process, and ensure
only legally documented individuals are licensed to drive commercial vehicles.

% National News

@Communities are Adapting to Changing USDOT Grant Rules: USDOT has revised many
discretionary grant programs, shifting away from climate, equity, and DEl toward economic
outcomes, immigration compliance, and faster delivery. Over 3,000 previously awarded but
unobligated grants remain under review, causing delays and legal disputes (e.g., NEVI, NYC’s
congestion pricing). Some states are adapting with expedited review strategies, but uncertainty
remains as applicants adjust to evolving merit criteria.

@Transit Revenue Cliff: SEPTA Adopts Budget: With COVID-era aid depleted and ridership still
down, U.S. transit systems face fiscal cliffs. SEPTA adopted a FY2026 budget with a 21.5% fare hike
and deep service cuts, including 50 bus route eliminations and reduced rail service. A pending PA
House proposal could soften the blow. Chicago’s RTA faces an even larger $771M gap for 2026,
with uncertain state support and potential cuts ahead.

@Central Texas Launches Regional Partnership: Agencies in Central Texas launched the
Construction Partnership Program to manage overlapping projects and reduce disruption through
coordinated communication. Partners include CAMPO, TxDOT, Austin, and CapMetro. Supported
by EPA funds, the initiative will centralize updates via a website, app, and real-time data while
promoting transit alternatives.

@West Virginia Governor Announces DOT Overhaul: Governor Patrick Morrisey announced a
major restructuring of the West Virginia DOT (WVDOT), citing unsustainable debt and
overspending. The plan pauses new highway projects, cuts administrative staff, and focuses on
maintenance. Counties and private entities will be tapped to help share costs. A revamped WVDOT
website will boost transparency on spending and priorities.

@Disaster Aid Cuts Could Hurt Local Economies: S&P Global warns that proposed federal
disaster aid cuts could strain state and local budgets, delay recovery, and hurt credit ratings,
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leading to higher borrowing costs for infrastructure. The administration has already canceled $4.5B
in disaster grants. States with high disaster exposure and low reserves face the greatest risk.

Notice of Funding Opportunities

@Bridge Investment Program (BIP): announced $5.4 billion in federal bridge funding.
Nearly $4.9 billion will be distributed through the BIP with an additional $500 million
allocated for rural bridges under the Competitive Highway Bridge Program. Applications
are due by August 1%, 2025.

o |[BJRead AMPO’s BIP analysis here
@Port Infrastructure Development Program (PIDP): amended version of the PIPD NOFO
for projects that improve the safety, efficiency, or reliability of the movement of goods into,
out of, around, or within a port. Applications are due by September 10", 2025.

@Low or No (Lo/No) Emission Grant Program and the Grants for Buses and Bus
Facilities Competitive Program: $1.1 billion in competitive grants for the FY 2025 Low or
No Emission Grant Program and $398 million for the Buses and Bus Facilities Program.
These programs support the purchase or lease of low- or no-emission buses, related
equipment, and facilities. Applications are due by July 14, 2025.

Upcoming NOFOs:

@Strengthening Mobility and Revolutionizing Transportation (SMART) Grants - R2:
o Expected Release: end of August

FAA: three NOFOs anticipated this summer (Airport Terminal Program, Federal Contract

Tower Program, Airport Assistance Grants Reallocation)

FRA: FY 2025 discretionary grant schedule “coming soon”

Access AMPO’s NOFO Tracker here. |
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Recent Editions & AMPO Analysis

June 18th (2025)

June 11th (2025)
e AMPO Analysis (6/11): Potential Freeze on $30B in Agency Funds, Bridge Investment
Program FY 2025 NOFO (analysis), USDOT Approval of 529 grants, Administration Resets
CAFE Program, Updates to BEAD Program

June 6th (2025)
e AMPO Analysis (6/6): FY 26 USDOT Budget Request, DOE Grant Cancelations, FTA Master
Agreements Update, GAO Ruling on EV Funds, Supreme Court Narrows NEPA Scope, FHWA
Terminates Transportation Planning Rulemaking

May 28" (2025)
e AMPO Analysis (5/28): Withdrawal of CEQ Interim Guidance on GHG and Climate Change
under NEPA, GAO finds Administration Broke Law by Freezing EV Funds

May 22" (2025)
e AMPO Analysis (5/22): USDOT Administrative Rulemaking Procedures, Secretary Duffy
Testimony in House & Senate Appropriations Committee, Sequestration Under S-PAYGO

May 7™ (2025)
e AMPO Analysis (5/7): House T&l Committee Budget Reconciliation Proposal,
Administration Budget Request

May 2™ (2025)

e AMPO Analysis (5/2): OST Intergovernmental Affairs Update (Priorities & Grants), House
T&I Hearing on HTF, Administration Preliminary Budget Request, T&lI Committee Advances
Budget Reconciliation Proposal, FHWA Releases Formula Funding Obligation Limitations to
the States

April 24" (2025)
e AMPO Analysis (4/24): OST Letter to All Recipients of USDOT Funding, EO: Restoring
Equality of Opportunity and Meritocracy, USDOT Threatens Withhold Over NY’s Congestion
Pricing Program

April 16% (2025)

April 10" (2025)
e AMPO Analysis (4/10): FHWA Reviews of MPO Planning Documents, EO: Protecting
American Energy from State Overreach, AASHTO Policy Priorities, EO: Zero-Based
Regulatory Budgeting to Unleash American Energy

April 4 (2025)
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https://ampo.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/June-12-2025-National-Beat_.pdf
https://ampo.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/6.12-AMPO-Analysis-The-National-Beat.pdf
https://ampo.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/June-6-2025-National-Beat_.pdf
https://ampo.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/6.4-AMPO-Analysis-The-National-Beat.pdf
https://ampo.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/May-28-2025-National-Beat_.pdf
https://ampo.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/5.28-AMPO-Analysis-The-National-Beat.pdf
https://ampo.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/May-22-2025-National-Beat_.pdf
https://ampo.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/5.23-AMPO-Analysis-The-National-Beat.pdf
https://ampo.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/May-7-2025-National-Beat-.pdf
https://ampo.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/5.8-AMPO-Analysis-The-National-Beat.pdf
https://ampo.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/May-2-2025-National-Beat-.pdf
https://ampo.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/5.2-AMPO-Analysis-The-National-Beat-1.pdf
https://ampo.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/April-24-2025-National-Beat-.pdf
https://ampo.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/4.24-AMPO-Analysis-The-National-Beat.pdf
https://my.ampo.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/April-16-2025-National-Beat-1.pdf?ver=1744836170
https://ampo.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/April-10-2025-National-Beat-.pdf
https://ampo.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/4.10-AMPO-Analysis-The-National-Beat-pdfO.pdf
https://ampo.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/April-4-2025-National-Beat-update.pdf
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AMpo 15

e AMPO Analysis (4/4): Senate EPW Hearing on Reauthorization, SS4A FY 25 NOFO, Updated
FTA Master Agreement, EPA Updated Terms and Conditions

March 25" (2025)
e AMPO Analysis (3/25): USDOT Internal Guidance (*updated)

March 20" (2025)
e AMPO Analysis (3/20): USDOT Internal Memo, Continuing Resolution, TIFIA/STBG
Redistribution, EPW Committee Spotlight Hearing on “Federal Funding Freeze”.

March 6th (2025)
e AMPO Analysis (3/6): EPW Hearing on IlJA Case Studies.

February 20" (2025)
e AMPO Analysis (2/20): Commerce Hearing on USDOT Deputy Secretary Nomination, EOs

on Federal Agencies, CEQ Removal of NEPA Implementation Regulations, Federal
Workforce Cuts, T&l Hearing on Roadway Safety, and FHWA Suspension of State EV
Infrastructure Deployment Plans.

February 6" (2025)
e AMPO Analysis (2/6): USDOT Memos on DEI Policies, Implementation of EOs, and

Economic Analysis.

January 24" (2025)
e AMPO Analysis (1/24): EO on “Unleashing American Energy”, Senate Confirmation Hearing

for Transportation Secretary Sean Duffy, T&l Hearing on IlJA and Reauthorization, and Buy
America Requirements.

January 9*" (2025)
e AMPO Analysis (1/9): Section 139 Efficient Environmental Reviews and One Federal

Decision Guidance, WRDA 2024, and PROWAG rule.

View all past editions of the National Beat Policy Newsletter here
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https://ampo.org/policy/policy-documents/
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Updates from the federal delegation

SENATOR BENNET

ICYMI: On Senate Floor, Bennet Excoriates Reckless Republican Budget Bill

Video of Bennet’s Full Remarks Available HERE

Washington, D.C. — Colorado U.S. Senator Michael Bennet delivered a speech on the Senate
floor in the middle of the night condemning Republicans’ budget reconciliation package, which
will increase the national debt by more than $3.3 trillion over the next ten years.

“Many young people today can't afford to live on their own, and they may never be able to afford
a house,” said Bennet. “They can't afford health care or child care. They can’t count on a quality
education for their children in too many parts of America, some are really worried about
whether they're going to be able to afford a child at all. If you haven't heard a family say that to
you in your town halls or in your meetings, you haven't been paying attention.

“But instead of addressing any of these challenges, we are debating a bill tonight that will make
the wealthiest Americans even wealthier and the poorest Americans, even poorer, half a million
of whom live in Colorado, while adding millions more to the debt, which working Americans are
going to have to pay back. That's what this Republican trickle-down economics comes down to,

no matter how you dress it up. That's what it comes down to.

“Our generation has made some very bad choices when it comes to our children’s future. This
bill only makes matters worse for them, and all this debt will constrain the choices that they are
going to be able to make for themselves, and that's a shame, Madam President, because unlike
us, perhaps they will aspire to following in the footsteps of the greatest generation to build a
country where lifespans are growing, not falling, where economic mobility is rising, where
poverty and economic anxiety are falling, where energy exports are increasing and emissions
are decreasing, where quality health care and child care, education and affordable housing are
abundant, not scarce.

“It seems obvious to me, Madam President, that our child’s ambition should be ours as well.
Unfortunately, tomorrow, the Republican majority may pass a bill that takes us further in the
wrong direction. In its wake and in its wreckage, Americans who do feel an obligation to the next
generation are going to have to fight even harder to fulfill our duty.”

Bennet Statement on War Powers Resolution

Washington, D.C. — Colorado U.S. Senator Michael Bennet, a member of the Senate Select
Committee on Intelligence, issued the following statement following the vote on Senator Kaine's
War Powers Resolution:

“I voted for today’s War Powers Resolution to prevent the United States from creeping into
another war in the Middle East without explicit Congressional authorization.


https://www.bennet.senate.gov/2025/06/30/icymi-on-senate-floor-bennet-exorcates-reckless-republican-budget-bill/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qkneMiwvZJ0
https://www.bennet.senate.gov/2025/06/27/bennet-statement-on-war-powers-resolution/
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“The decision to go to war with Iran is too important for any President to make alone.”

SENATOR HICKENLOOPER

Hickenlooper Votes Against Republicans’ Budget Bill That Strips Health Care from
Americans, Closes Rural Hospitals, Explodes National Deficit

Republicans’ legislation will increase prices for Coloradans, strip health care from 17 million
Americans, increase the deficit, and give tax cuts to the ultra-wealthy

Republicans blocked Hickenlooper-backed amendments to protect funding for Medicaid and clean
energy

WASHINGTON - Today, U.S. Senator John Hickenlooper released the following statement after
he voted against Republicans’ Senate budget bill:

“This is pure lunacy, and downright cruel.

“Republicans have voted to kick 17 million Americans off their health care, push hundreds of
rural hospitals toward closure, wipe out millions of American clean energy careers, and add
trillions to our national debt. And for what? For lavish tax cuts for the wealthiest Americans.”

Hickenlooper voted NO on the budget resolution after Republicans voted down critical
Democratic-led amendments to prevent cuts to Medicaid, SNAP, and Inflation Reduction Act
clean energy funding. While Hickenlooper was successful in working with his colleagues to
eliminate devastating public lands provisions and alter a few of the worst clean energy
proposals, he joined a bipartisan group of senators in opposition to the final bill. The
reconciliation bill now heads to the House for final passage. Hickenlooper will continue fighting
against it and urge every member of the House to stop it from becoming law.

HICKENLOOPER AMENDMENT:

Hickenlooper spoke on the Senate floor in support of his amendment to protect the Inflation
Reduction Act's residential clean energy credit - which covers 30% of the cost of purchasing and
installing residential solar, battery backup, or geothermal heat pumps. Hickenlooper's
amendment would protect the program from Republican cuts for one year, giving clean energy
small businesses in Colorado and across the nation a runway (at bare minimum) to weather the
storm the Republicans are causing and prepare for the loss of federal funding, in addition to
preserving more than 85,000 American jobs. Watch his full remarks about his amendment HERE.

“They're also taxing clean energy and cutting larger energy credits, which will create more
expensive energy and more blackouts,” Hickenlooper said. “We should create jobs, cut costs, and
boost energy production, not sacrifice working families so that the richest Americans pay less
taxes.”

Click to download full video

WHAT'S IN THE BILL:


https://www.hickenlooper.senate.gov/press_releases/hickenlooper-votes-against-republicans-budget-bill-that-strips-health-care-from-americans-closes-rural-hospitals-explodes-national-deficit/
https://www.hickenlooper.senate.gov/press_releases/hickenlooper-votes-against-republicans-budget-bill-that-strips-health-care-from-americans-closes-rural-hospitals-explodes-national-deficit/
https://apnews.com/article/cbo-trump-tax-bill-republicans-senate-5f591bea21bd95eec45ba90c93c50687
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WO_pM4frW-DY_r2HOxcAkYe1EoPO7rPi/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WO_pM4frW-DY_r2HOxcAkYe1EoPO7rPi/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WO_pM4frW-DY_r2HOxcAkYe1EoPO7rPi/view?usp=drive_link
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The Republican-led Senate reconciliation bill includes a $3 trillion tax cut for the wealthiest
Americans. It pays for those tax cuts by:
e Taking Health Care Away from 17 Million Americans
o The Republican budget proposal calls for extreme Medicaid cuts of more than $900
billion, which would take away people’s health benefits; make it harder for them to
see their health care providers; and prevent seniors from getting nursing home
care.
o The budget also fails to extend the Affordable Care Act expanded premium tax
credits, which expire at the end of 2025.
o The Congressional Budget Office estimates that failure to extend the tax credits
would force an additional 5 million Americans off of their health care.
o The latest CBO estimates that the combined cuts to Medicaid and the Affordable
Care Act would result in 17 million Americans losing health insurance by 2034, and
increase our national debt by $3.3 trillion.
o The cuts would hit rural hospitals the hardest:
= According to initial estimates, more than 338 rural hospitals across the
country are at an acute risk of closure as a result of these Medicaid cuts.
Including 6 hospitals in Colorado:
e Delta County Memorial Hospital - Delta (CO-03)
e Conejos County Hospital - La Jara (CO-03)
e Grand River Hospital District - Rifle (CO-03)
e Prowers Medical Center - Lamar (CO-04)
e Southwest Memorial Hospital - Cortez (CO-03)
e Arkansas Valley Regional Medical Center - La Junta (CO-03)
e Slashing Investments in Clean Energy and Driving up Energy Bills
o The Republican budget bill guts hundreds of billions in Inflation Reduction Act (IRA)
clean energy investments, including tax credits for wind and solar. The results: over
a million jobs lost, hundreds of billions in lost GDP and lost wages, electricity price
inflation, and killing new renewable energy needed to prevent blackouts.
e Increasing Our National Debt by Trillions
o Even after gutting over $1 trillion from Medicaid and other services, the Senate
reconciliation bill will still increase our national debt by more than $3.3 TRILLION.
o The Senate version of the bill adds $900 billion more to the national debt than the
previous House version of the bill.

Hickenlooper recently took to the Senate floor to slam the bill as “fiscal madness.”

ADDITIONAL AMENDMENTS:
In total, Hickenlooper introduced and joined 16+ amendments to the 2025 Senate reconciliation
bill to oppose Republican provisions that would harm Coloradans. Specifically, he introduced
and joined amendments to:

e Prevent Americans from Losing Health Care


https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/congress/republicans-face-new-pressure-extend-expiring-obamacare-tax-credits-rcna209281
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/congress/republicans-face-new-pressure-extend-expiring-obamacare-tax-credits-rcna209281
https://democrats-energycommerce.house.gov/sites/evo-subsites/democrats-energycommerce.house.gov/files/evo-media-document/cbo-emails-re-e%26c-reconcilation-scores-may-11%2C-2025.pdf
https://apnews.com/article/cbo-trump-tax-bill-republicans-senate-5f591bea21bd95eec45ba90c93c50687
https://www.markey.senate.gov/news/press-releases/markey-leader-schumer-wyden-merkley-release-data-detailing-hundreds-of-rural-hospitals-across-us-at-risk-due-to-republican-health-care-cuts
https://www.cbpp.org/research/climate-change/cuts-to-climate-energy-funding-in-house-bill-would-mean-higher-costs-fewer
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/06/29/us/politics/senate-bill-trump-cbo-score-debt.html
https://www.hickenlooper.senate.gov/press_releases/watch-hickenlooper-calls-republicans-budget-plan-fiscal-madness-on-senate-floor/
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o Protect Nursing Homes and Medicaid Patients: Hickenlooper-led amendment to
strike any provision that cuts funding for Medicaid, which covers care for 60% of all
nursing home residents.

o Safeguard Small Businesses and Medicaid: Hickenlooper-led amendment to strike
any provision that cuts funding for Medicaid and the Affordable Care Act (ACA),
which protects access for the 7,000,000 small businesses workers who depend on
Medicaid coverage; and protects access for the 4,000,000 small businesses who
depend on the ACA exchanges.

o Protect Medicaid: Led by Senator Wyden, Hickenlooper joined this amendment to
strike any provision that cuts funding for Medicaid; and would ensure big
corporations and the ultra-wealthy pay a fair share in taxes.

o Extend ACA Enhanced Premium Tax Credits: Led by Senator Jon Ossoff,
Hickenlooper joined this amendment to permanently extend the Affordable Care
Act enhanced Premium Tax Credits.

e Protect Safety Net Programs

o Safeguard SNAP-Education: Led by Senator Angela Alsobrooks, Hickenlooper joined
this amendment to strike the section that eliminates the SNAP Education Program,
which provides free nutrition education to SNAP recipients.

o Expand Pell Grant Eligibility: Led by Senator Tim Kaine, Hickenlooper joined this
amendment to strike the workforce Pell section in the budget bill and replace it
with the bipartisan JOBS Act to expand Pell Grant eligibility to include short-term
workforce training programs.

e Protect Public Lands

o Block Sale of Public Lands: Hickenlooper-led amendment to block the sale of our
public lands. The amendment ensures that public lands cannot be sold if they hold
any of the multiple values our public lands offer, including benefits for watershed
health, hunting, fishing, recreation, and critical wildlife habitat. It also excludes sale
of lands with cultural or historic significance, areas sensitive for national security,
areas within an Indian reservation, or lands to which Tribes hold reserved rights.

o Non-Competitive Leasing: Hickenlooper-led amendment to strike provision that
would reauthorize non-competitive leasing on federal public lands.

o Maintaining National Park Service Staffing: Led by Senator Angus King,
Hickenlooper joined this amendment to strike the repeal of ~$267M in Inflation
Reduction Act funding for the National Park Service staffing.

e Address our Climate Crisis + Invest in Renewable Energy

o Protect the solar industry: Hickenlooper-led amendment to change the termination
date of the 25D Residential Clean Energy Credit from December 31, 2025 to
December 31, 2026 to save jobs and small businesses and help American
households power their homes and reduce energy costs with solar, battery storage,
and geothermal heat pumps. It is paid for by increasing the top tax bracket to
39.6%.

o RECA Expansion: Hickenlooper-led amendment that adds Colorado to the list of
states that benefit from an expanded downwinder provision under the Radiation
Exposure Compensation Act.



https://www.hickenlooper.senate.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Hickenlooper-1-Medicaid-Nursing-Homes.pdf
https://www.hickenlooper.senate.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Hickenlooper-2-Medicaid-.pdf
https://www.hickenlooper.senate.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/90540_Wyden-Medicaid-1.pdf
https://www.hickenlooper.senate.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/2360_Ossoff-ACA-Tax-Credits.pdf
https://www.hickenlooper.senate.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Alsobrooks-SNAP-Ed.pdf
https://www.hickenlooper.senate.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/2360_Kaine-JOBS-Act.pdf
https://www.hickenlooper.senate.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Hickenlooper-3-Public-Lands-.pdf
https://www.hickenlooper.senate.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Hickenlooper-6-Non-Competitive-Leasing.pdf
https://www.hickenlooper.senate.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/2557_King-NPS-cosponsorship.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16lqliuNEOYuZqpccKHHOHac7upMka-3A/view?usp=sharing
https://www.hickenlooper.senate.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Hickenlooper-4-RECA.pdf
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o Advanced Manufacturing Tax Credit: Led by Senator Michael Bennet, Hickenlooper
joined this amendment to strike all changes to the 45X Advanced Manufacturing
Tax Credit, but retain foreign entities of concern rules, and strike changes to 48C
advanced energy tax credit.

o Maintaining Parity for Wind and Solar Facilities: Led by Senator Jacky Rosen,
Hickenlooper joined this amendment to restore parity for solar and wind with other
technologies under the Production Tax Credit (45Y) and Investment Tax Credit
(48E), paid for with an increase to the top rate at $1 million for individual filers and
$1.3M for married filing jointly.

o Eliminating the tax on wind and solar: Led by Senator Adam Schiff, Hickenlooper
joined this amendment to strike the new excise tax on wind and solar, paid for with
an increase to 39.6 percent for individuals making $10 million.

o Repeal of Termination of Certain Clean Energy Credits: Led by Senators Jean
Shaheen and Peter Welch, Hickenlooper joined this amendment to strike provisions
that would terminate the Energy Efficient Home Improvement Credit (25C), the
Residential Clean Energy Credit (25D), the New Energy Efficient Home Tax Credit
(45L), and the Energy Efficient Commercial Building Deduction (179D).

o Maintaining Modernized Royalty Rates: Led by Senator Jacky Rosen, Hickenlooper
joined this amendment to strike the repeal of the Inflation Reduction Act royalty
rate modernization for oil and gas.

Budget resolutions guide federal spending and revenue policies for the year. This is the third
budget resolution the Senate has voted on during the reconciliation process. Hickenlooper voted
against the first package in February, and the second package in April. The Senate and the

House must pass identical versions of the budget for the reconciliation bill to become law.

Hickenlooper Cheers Senate Passage of Bipartisan Colorado River Conservation Bill
Program supports Colorado River water users as they explore innovative strategies to conserve water
Bipartisan bill extends Conservation Pilot Program through 2026

WASHINGTON - U.S. Senator John Hickenlooper cheered Senate passage of his bipartisan
Colorado River Basin System Conservation Extension Act. The bill extends the System
Conservation Pilot Program, which supports voluntary water conservation projects to manage
drought on the Colorado River. U.S. Senators John Barrasso, Michael Bennet, Cynthia Lummis,
and John Curtis are cosponsors of the bill. Representative Harriet Hageman leads the House
version of the bill.

The bill now needs to pass the House before it gets signed into law.

“We don't need to sit around waiting for a silver bullet while the Colorado River runs dry,” said
Hickenlooper. “It will take every tool at our disposal to keep water flowing to all seven basin
states. Voluntary conservation is a big part of that. We're committed to getting this bill across the
finish line.”


https://www.hickenlooper.senate.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/2643_Bennet.pdf
https://www.hickenlooper.senate.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/2360_Rosen-Wind-and-Solar-Facilities-Parity.pdf
https://www.hickenlooper.senate.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/2466_Schiff.pdf
https://www.hickenlooper.senate.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/2564_Shaheen-Energy-Credits.pdf
https://www.hickenlooper.senate.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/2426_Rosen-oil-and-gas-co-sponsorship.pdf
https://www.hickenlooper.senate.gov/press_releases/hickenlooper-votes-against-2025-senate-budget-resolution/
https://www.hickenlooper.senate.gov/press_releases/hickenlooper-votes-against-2025-senate-budget-resolution/
https://www.hickenlooper.senate.gov/press_releases/hickenlooper-votes-against-republicans-budget-plan/
https://www.hickenlooper.senate.gov/press_releases/hickenlooper-cheers-senate-passage-of-bipartisan-colorado-river-conservation-bill/
https://www.hickenlooper.senate.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/BILLS-119s154es.pdf
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This legislation extends the pilot program through 2026 as Colorado River Basin states, the U.S.
Bureau of Reclamation, and other stakeholders continue discussions on potential long-term
water management once current operational rules expire in 2026. The pilot program will help
the Upper Basin examine water management strategies that can help water users manage
prolonged and severe drought.

Hickenlooper and Barrasso’s bipartisan Colorado River Basin Conservation Act, which
reauthorized the System Conservation Pilot Program through 2024, was signed into law in the
Fiscal Year 2023 omnibus government funding bill. In 2023, the System Conservation Pilot
Program received $125 million, made possible by the Inflation Reduction Act, to enable the
Bureau of Reclamation, in partnership with the Upper Colorado River Commission, to implement
the System Conservation Pilot Program.

The Bureau of Reclamation’s authorization to spend SCPP funds expired in December 2024. In
2024, the Colorado River Basin System Conservation Extension Act passed the Senate, but
stalled in the House. Funding for the program must be renewed in 2025 for it to continue.

As governor, Hickenlooper helped negotiate the 2019 Colorado River Basin Drought Contingency
Plan, which helped protect critical levels at Lake Powell and Lake Mead and ensured continued
compliance with the 1922 Colorado River Compact.

Full text of the bill is available HERE.

SENATORS BENNET / HICKENLOOPER, REPRESENTATIVE PETTERSEN

Hickenlooper, Polis, DeGette, Neguse, Crow, Pettersen Denounce Republicans’ Reckless
Budget Bill, Pressure House Members to Vote Against It

Yesterday, Senate Republicans passed their budget that'll increase prices for Coloradans, strip health
care from 17 million Americans, increase the deficit, and give tax cuts to the ultra-wealthy

House Republicans are currently voting on the bill

WASHINGTON - Today, U.S. Senator John Hickenlooper, Colorado Governor Jared Polis, and U.S.
Representatives Diana DeGette, Joe Neguse, Jason Crow, and Brittany Pettersen held a virtual
statewide press conference to detail the impact the Republican budget bill will have on
Colorado. They urged the House of Representatives to reject the extreme legislation after it
passed the Senate yesterday. The elected officials were joined by leaders from across Colorado
who would be impacted by the harmful cuts in the legislation.

“This was a vote that would strip 17 million Americans, including many, many children, of their
health care, push more than 300 rural hospitals to close, gut investments in affordable and clean
energy, and would expand our national debt at a level that we have never imagined before. All
this just to accommodate these lavish tax cuts for wealthy Americans,” said Hickenlooper. “This
fight isn't over, and people calling and organizing, putting pressure, has had a huge effect.”


https://www.usbr.gov/ColoradoRiverBasin/post2026/index.html
https://www.hickenlooper.senate.gov/press_releases/hickenlooper-cheers-colorado-river-conservation-bill-in-annual-funding-package/
https://www.hickenlooper.senate.gov/press_releases/hickenlooper-celebrates-125-million-to-fund-his-colorado-river-conservation-bill/
https://www.hickenlooper.senate.gov/press_releases/hickenlooper-this-begins-the-great-transition/
https://www.hickenlooper.senate.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/BILLS-119s154es.pdf
https://www.hickenlooper.senate.gov/press_releases/hickenlooper-polis-degette-neguse-crow-pettersen-denounce-republicans-reckless-budget-bill-pressure-house-members-to-vote-against-it/
https://www.hickenlooper.senate.gov/press_releases/hickenlooper-polis-degette-neguse-crow-pettersen-denounce-republicans-reckless-budget-bill-pressure-house-members-to-vote-against-it/
https://apnews.com/article/cbo-trump-tax-bill-republicans-senate-5f591bea21bd95eec45ba90c93c50687
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1JnsuLSeC-9X5ucIgbTAriv3akb47qz6g?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1JnsuLSeC-9X5ucIgbTAriv3akb47qz6g?usp=drive_link
https://www.hickenlooper.senate.gov/press_releases/hickenlooper-votes-against-republicans-budget-bill-that-strips-health-care-from-americans-closes-rural-hospitals-explodes-national-deficit/
https://www.hickenlooper.senate.gov/press_releases/hickenlooper-votes-against-republicans-budget-bill-that-strips-health-care-from-americans-closes-rural-hospitals-explodes-national-deficit/
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“Budgets reflect values, and Republicans in Congress - including members of our delegation -
are making it clear that they don't value health care access for Coloradans, access to food for
children and families, job creators in clean energy, or balancing the budget,” said Polis.

“The bottom line is, this bill is the worst bill I've ever seen in my many years in Congress,” said
DeGette. “Colorado hospitals would lose $10 billion in federal funding in this legislation. Many of
the rural hospitals, particularly in Western and Northern Colorado, will have to go out of
business. This will not only hurt people who get Medicaid. It will hurt the entire community.”

“It would be devastating for Western Colorado, Northern Colorado, Southern Colorado, for rural
Colorado in particular...” said Neguse. “This will clearly exacerbate and turbo charge a poverty
crisis in our country by virtue of the cruel cuts that have been included in the bill.... So we're
going to use every procedural tool that we can to try to stop and block this bill from proceeding.”

“We can't understate the disastrous impact in the life and death consequence of this bill,” said
Crow. “This is the single largest - if this bill passes - this will be the single largest transfer of
wealth from the working class to the top one percent and large corporations in the history of
America. And on top of that, it's going to blow up the budget and add over $3 trillion to the
debt.”

“It is heartbreaking to think about the impacts that this disastrous bill is going to bring to
communities in Colorado and across the country,” said Pettersen. “Today, I'm thinking about the
40% of kids in the United States who rely on Medicaid for care, the 40% of pregnant women who
rely on Medicaid, and people like my mom who work a low wage job and would be unable to
access care. We're leaving people like her behind and decimating all the progress we've made to
build up our capacity and our system across Colorado. And it's going to hit all of us.”

The Senate-passed reconciliation bill includes a $3 trillion tax cut for the wealthiest Americans. It
pays for those tax cuts by taking healthcare away from 17 million Americans, forcing rural
hospitals in Colorado to close their doors, gutting clean energy investments, and ballooning our
national debt by trillions of dollars.

After more than 24 hours of voting with a record-setting number of amendments, Hickenlooper
voted NO on the budget resolution after Republicans voted down critical Democratic-led
amendments to prevent cuts to Medicaid, SNAP, and Inflation Reduction Act clean energy
funding.

The reconciliation bill now heads to the House for final passage. Only four House Republicans
need to vote against the bill for it to fail.

For video clips of the press conference, click HERE.

Taking Health Care Away from 17 Million Americans


https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1JnsuLSeC-9X5ucIgbTAriv3akb47qz6g?usp=drive_link
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The Republican budget proposal calls for extreme Medicaid cuts of more than $1 trillion, which
would take away people’s health benefits; make it harder for them to see their health care
providers; and prevent seniors from getting nursing home care. It also fails to extend the
Affordable Care Act expanded premium tax credits, which expire at the end of 2025. As a result
the Congressional Budget Office estimates that 17 million Americans will lose health insurance
by 2034, and our national debt will increase by $3.3 trillion.

“For every dollar invested in Medicaid in Colorado, we see more than double in economic activity
and benefit returned. That means these cuts will have a huge ripple effect and severely harm
our economy, and it will hit rural areas where Medicaid is most important the hardest,” said
Adam Fox, Deputy Director at the Colorado Consumer Health Initiative. “At the end of the day,
though, what this means, and what we hear from folks who rely on Medicaid and the Affordable
Care Act, is this bill is going to force more Coloradans into impossible decisions between paying
for the care that they need and keeping a roof over their head or food on their table.”

“I can't underscore how important Medicaid and the [ACA] health exchanges are for our patients
for Sunrise and for our community...” said Mitzi Moran, CEO of Sunrise Community Health in
Evans. “Medicaid expansion in 2008 and in 2013 changed things dramatically for our patients
and for Sunrise... [our patients] still struggle with the tough choices, but at least medication is
not in the mix, and they have coverage when they seek care at the hospital.”

“Southwest Health Systems is a 20 bed, critical access hospital... Our physicians and advanced
practice providers deliver primary care services for almost 9,000 members of our Southwest
Colorado communities. Our emergency department provided services to more than 13,500
urgent and emergency conditions last year in 2024,” Joe Theine, CEO of Southwest Health
System in Cortez. “Permanent cuts to the provider taxes and state directed payments, along with
other changes to the Medicaid program, put at risk the services that we offer to people who live,
work and travel throughout Southwest Colorado.”

“I have two adult children with developmental disabilities, a 24 year old son and a 20 year old
daughter. Our family members are recipients of Medicaid Home and Community Based Services
(HCBS) waivers, and these are not known by the general public very well, but they are state
specific programs under Medicaid that provide much more than basic health care and dental
care,” said Deana Cairo, Disability Rights Activist. “[Eligibility redeterminations every six months]
is likely to result in more problems... There’s going to be service interruptions, loss of care.
People are going to fall off the rolls. People who don’'t have people to advocate and appeal for
them are going to become unhoused. It's going to be a disaster.”

Slashing Investments in Clean Energy and Driving up Energy Bills

The Republicans voted to gut hundreds of billions in Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) clean energy
investments, including tax credits for wind and solar. The results: over a million jobs lost,
hundreds of billions in lost GDP and lost wages, electricity price inflation, and killing new
renewable energy needed to prevent blackouts.



https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/congress/republicans-face-new-pressure-extend-expiring-obamacare-tax-credits-rcna209281
https://apnews.com/article/cbo-trump-tax-bill-republicans-senate-5f591bea21bd95eec45ba90c93c50687
https://www.cbpp.org/research/climate-change/cuts-to-climate-energy-funding-in-house-bill-would-mean-higher-costs-fewer
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“Republicans are always talking about independence and being dominant in our industries. This
is how we become energy dominant. It's not just wind. It's not just solar. It's not just natural gas
plants. It's not just nuclear power plants. It takes every single one of these technologies for us to
create that.” said Josh Shipley, Owner of Alternative Power Enterprises in Ridgway. “And this is
this bill is going to kill that - there’s no ifs, ands, or buts about it. Small businesses like mine will
go out of business because of it. There will not be the workforce that is going to be required to
create that energy dominance later, when they've realized what they've done.”

“By cutting these energy tax credits, they are going to end so much of the thriving industry, the
jobs and the new electrons that are being put on the grid, and ultimately, they're going to hurt
local communities and our low cost energy right now,” said KC Becker, CEO of Colorado Solar
and Storage Association and former EPA regional administrator.

Hickenlooper took to the Senate floor in the middle of the night in support of his amendment to
protect the IRA's residential clean energy credit. He also worked with his colleagues to alter a few
of the worst clean energy proposals, including eliminating a devastating renewable energy
excise tax.

Crushing Safety Net Programs Coloradans Depend on

The Republican bill also rips away financial safety nets and crucial programs from millions of
Americans, including the federal Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) that
supports 55,000 Coloradans.

“The majority of the households that would be affected by this bill, as mentioned, are working
families with children, seniors, veterans and people with disabilities. With these high levels of
food insecurity, food banks like ours cannot meet the increased need without vital federal
assistance programs,” said Sue Ellen Rodwick, Western Slope Director of Food Bank of the
Rockies. “One story | have is from a woman that one of my staff members was able to help out in
Meeker. An older adult and she didn't know that she would qualify for SNAP. We got her signed
up for SNAP and our food program for older adults. She said it's amazing, because even just the
drive to the grocery store from Meeker to Rifle, that's a 40 minute drive to get to a larger grocery
store with affordable prices. This program makes a difference for so many people, and we need
the funding for that outreach to help people give them assistance to enroll in SNAP.”

REPRESENTATIVE PETTERSEN

Rep. Pettersen Votes Against Trump’s Big Ugly Bill

Budget bill decimates health care, adds trillions to deficit, and enriches the wealthy

Today, U.S. Representative Brittany Pettersen (CO-07) released the following statement after
voting against Republicans’ disastrous budget bill:

“It's hard for me to hold back tears when trying to articulate how bad this bill truly is and what it
will do to families and communities across this country. We only needed a few Republicans to
stand up and do the right thing for their constituents, but unfortunately too many caved to
Trump's threats.


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WO_pM4frW-DY_r2HOxcAkYe1EoPO7rPi/view?usp=drive_link
https://pettersen.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=1196
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“Today, I'm thinking of people like my mom who work low-wage jobs and wouldn't be able to
survive without Medicaid. I'm thinking of the thousands of Coloradans who have reached out to
my office, terrified about what this means for their kids, people with disabilities, seniors who live
on a fixed income, and families in need.

“It threatens to shutter rural hospitals and nursing homes, fire frontline health workers, and
destroy the behavioral health system we've spent years building - one that's saved countless
lives, including my mom'’s, through addiction treatment and recovery services.

“When | served in the state legislature, we always said the budget is a moral document. This one
makes Trump's priorities crystal clear: he doesn't care about us, and he never has. He only
values the 33 billionaires in our country and big corporations who will be on the receiving end of
the largest transfer of wealth in U.S. history on the backs of middle-class families.

“I'm crushed, and | know you are too. | promise to never stop fighting alongside you because we
deserve a government that works for everyone - not just the rich and powerful. Please don't
stop showing up, telling your story, and speaking out. We need you now more than ever.”

Ahead of GOP Budget Vote, Pettersen Highlights CO Families Who Could Lose Health Care
Legislation rips health care away from 11.8 million Americans, adds $3.3 trillion to deficit

Today, U.S. Representative Brittany Pettersen (CO-07) highlighted stories from Coloradans who
would be directly impacted by the Republican plan to gut Medicaid. The proposal - which passed
the Senate and is expected to be voted on in the House - would strip care from 11.8 million
Americans while adding $3.3 trillion to the national deficit.

“We're talking about real people who will be devastated by Republicans’ billionaire-first budget -
seniors like Debby, who needs Medicaid for care after having a stroke seven years ago; like
Athena, who was able to recover and return to work after getting mental health treatment; and
like Margy, who needs 24/7 care for advanced MS,” said Pettersen. “The ramifications of this
disastrous bill cannot be understated - hospitals and nursing homes shuttered, kids turned
away from the doctor’s office, people with disabilities left to fend for themselves, and emergency
rooms completely flooded. I'm not just a no on this legislation, I'm a hell no. Colorado families
deserve so much better.”

Pettersen shared the stories of Coloradans who would be harmed by the GOP proposal:

Debby from Salida: After having a stroke seven years ago, Debby relies on Supplemental Security
Income (SSI) because she is unable to work. Thanks to Medicaid, Debby can see the doctor she
needs to and never has to worry about how she will put food on the table. Health care is already
out of reach for too many people but without Medicaid, seniors like Debby will go bankrupt
trying to afford the care they need.


https://pettersen.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=1193
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Evan and Margy from Lakewood: Margy has advanced-stage MS and needs 24/7 care. Medicaid
has been the only way their family has managed to stay afloat. Without it, they'd be pushed past
the brink.

Athena from Denver: After struggling with her mental health and losing the ability to work,
Athena used Medicaid to access critical treatment and rebuild her life. Today, she’s back in the
workforce and helping others do the same.

Sunny from Wheat Ridge: After losing everything in a house fire, Sunny turned to Medicaid and
SNAP to support her family. Medicaid ensured her husband could receive epilepsy treatment
and her son got care through Colorado’s autism waiver program.

More than 111,000 people in Colorado’s 7th District rely on Medicaid, including over 41,000
children. Nationally, Medicaid covers 40% of all births. Pettersen is pushing back against the GOP
plan and calling for stronger support for the families who need it most.

An updated fact-sheet on the Republican reconciliation bill can be found HERE.

REPRESENTATIVE BOEBERT

Congresswoman Lauren Boebert's "Finish the Arkansas Valley Conduit" Act Passes
through House Natural Resources Committee

WASHINGTON, D.C.— Congresswoman Lauren Boebert (CO-04) successfully passed H.R. 131, the
"Finish the Arkansas Valley Conduit" Act, through the House Natural Resources Committee this
morning. The bill eliminates interest payments on construction costs endured by non-federal
entities and extends the repayment period to 75 years, allowing local communities more
flexibility to finish their investments in this critical project. Congressman Jeff Hurd (CO-03) is a
cosponsor of the bill, while Colorado Senator Michael Bennet and John Hickenlooper have
introduced companion legislation in the U.S. Senate.

Upon completion, the Arkansas Valley Conduit would provide access to clean water to 50,000
residents in Southeast Colorado, including Bent, Prowers, Kiowa and Baca Counties. The project
was originally started back in 1962 and has been delayed by bureaucracy and, most recently,
rising construction and labor costs. The "Finish the AVC" Act addresses these issues in an effort
to make this long-standing vision a finished product.

“I'm very pleased to see my Finish the AVC Act get through Committee and continue to advance
through Congress as a responsible solution for Southeast Coloradans,” said Congresswoman
Boebert. “I've emphasized the need for every resident in the 4th District to have reliable access
to clean water, whether it's in Morgan County or down in our Southeast region. The Arkansas
Valley Conduit has been pushed to the side for too long and it's time we got this project done. |
look forward to getting the Finish the AVC Act through the House and eventually to President
Trump's desk for signing.”


https://pettersen.house.gov/UploadedFiles/hbc-fact-sheet-2025-7-2-republicans-continued-betrayal-of-the-middle-class.pdf
https://boebert.house.gov/media/press-releases/congresswoman-lauren-boeberts-finish-arkansas-valley-conduit-act-passes
https://boebert.house.gov/media/press-releases/congresswoman-lauren-boeberts-finish-arkansas-valley-conduit-act-passes
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"Rural water providers in our area often struggle to secure the funding needed to meet the
needs of the communities they serve. Completing the Arkansas Valley Conduit (AVC), which has
been stalled for decades as labor and construction costs continue to rise, would help reduce the
financial burden on these providers and enhance their ability to deliver a higher quality and a
more reliable water supply," said Prowers County Commissioners Ty Harmon, Roger Cook, and
Roger Stagner. "In addition to supporting households and businesses, a stable water supply is
essential for agriculture — the backbone of our community’'s economy. Reliable water access
ensures that farmers and ranchers can maintain production, adapt to drought conditions, and
sustain the long-term viability of their operations. We're grateful for Congresswoman Boebert's
work on this project and her efforts to support Southeast Colorado."

“In the west, it is critical that we have sound water infrastructure to meet communities’
needs,”said HNR Committee Chairman Bruce Westerman (AR-04).“Rep. Boebert's legislation will
help get the Arkansas Valley Conduit project across the finish line more than 50 years after it
was authorized. | thank her for her work to move this important project forward and her
leadership on western water issues.”

The full text of Congresswoman Boebert's H.R. 131 can be read HERE.


https://boebert.house.gov/sites/evo-subsites/boebert.house.gov/files/evo-media-document/boebert-avc.pdf
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