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PPACG FY27-31 TIP Policies and Application 

OVERVIEW 
Federal regulations mandate that the metropolitan transportation planning process include the 
cooperative development of the Transportation Improvement Program (TIP). The TIP is a 
multiyear program of projects that is consistent with the PPACG region’s 2050 Long Range 
Transportation Plan (LRTP) and is developed in coordination with planning partners. 

These guidelines outline the funding programs, applicant and project eligibility criteria, project 
selection process, regional funding availability, and application requirements for the PPACG 
Fiscal Years (FYs) 2027–2031 TIP. This TIP encompasses federal fiscal years beginning October 1, 
2026, and ending September 30, 2031. This Call for Projects also incorporates revenue 
reconciliation from FY26; this is being done simultaneously to provide a more comprehensive 
and streamlined process.  

The TIP is required under federal legislation authorized by the Infrastructure Investment and 
Jobs Act (IIJA). The TIP identifies the Metropolitan Planning Organization’s (MPO) regional 
federal funding allocations for transportation and transit projects within the PPACG MPO 
boundary. Eligible projects include highways, bridges, transit, bicycles, pedestrians, and other 
surface transportation improvements. In addition, state-initiated projects and, for 
informational purposes, other non-federally funded projects of regional significance are 
included. 

The TIP is prepared by the region’s MPO (PPACG) and reflects federal, state, and regional 
transportation priorities in the overall transportation planning process. All projects listed in the 
TIP must be consistent with the goals and objectives identified in the region’s Long Range 
Transportation Plan. 

The IIJA requires that the TIP be updated at least once every four years and adopted by the 
MPO. However, the TIP may be amended as needed in accordance with the region’s 
amendment procedures. The development schedule for the FY27-31 TIP is presented on the 
following page. 
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CALL FOR PROJECTS AND ADOPTION SCHEDULE 
 
2025 

• July 

o Schedule reviewed and approved by TAC 

• August 

o TAC approval of PIP 

o TAC approval of TIP Policies and Procedures 

• October 

o Application period opens – October 3 

o Call for Projects Workshop – TBD  

• December 

o Draft applications deadline – December 5  

o Call for Projects closes/applications due – December 19  

o Project Selection Workshop – TBD  
2026 

• January 

o TIP Draft with recommended projects for info (TAC/CAC) 

• February 

o TIP Draft with recommended projects for info (BOD) 

o TIP Draft for Public Release (TAC/CAC) 

o TIP Draft for Public Release (BOD) 

o Public comment period opens   

• March 

o Public comment period closes 

o TIP Draft with Public Comments and TIP Adoption Approval (TAC/CAC) 

• April  

o TIP Draft with Public Comments (BOD) 

o TIP Adoption Approval (TAC/CAC) 

• May 

o TIP Draft Public Hearing and TIP Final Adoption (BOD) 

• July 1: FY27-31 TIP goes into effect  
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AVAILABLE FUNDS  
This Call for Projects will include funding priorities for federal FY27-31. This TIP cycle introduces 
two new programming years: FY30 and FY31. This Call for Projects will allocate unprogrammed 
funds within the following categories: Surface Transportation Program-Metro (STP-Metro) (also 
called Surface Transportation Block Grant [STBG]), Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP), 
Carbon Reduction Program (CRP), and transit funding programs. 

In addition, due to revenue reconciliation at the end of FY25 and adjusted projected funding 
forecasts from the Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT), this Call for Projects adjusts 
the available funding in FY26-FY29. These changes result in reduced funding amounts in the 
STP-Metro and CRP funding categories. 

The following tables identify the unprogrammed available funds for each category. Applicants 
may not request more funding than is available within a given category. If an applicant requests 
more than the available amount, the lowest-priority project(s) from that application will be 
removed from consideration until the total requested amount aligns with the available funds. 

Projects that are not selected for funding but meet all eligibility requirements may be placed in 
the prioritized Unscheduled Pool. Projects in the Unscheduled Pool are not considered funded 
or guaranteed. This pool is intended to support future phasing and planning efforts for regional 
priorities. 

Please note that the fifth year of the TIP (FY31) is considered illustrative. Per federal 
regulations, only the current fiscal year and the following three years are considered part of the 
active TIP. FY31 will become active beginning in FY28. 

Funding Reductions and Reconciliation  

To facilitate reconciliation of the TIP to meet reduced fiscal constraint in FY26-29, staff will 
provide the TAC with a list of projects previously programmed for STP Metro and CRP funding in 
those years. Staff will ask the jurisdictions to provide the status of these projects and provide 
guidance on whether these projects may be adjusted in timeline and/or scope. TAC may choose 
to prioritize these projects for outyear funding and/or alternative funding to minimize potential 
funding reductions to previously programmed projects.  
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Local Match 

Applicants must provide, at a minimum, the federally required local match for the total project 
cost. Higher levels of local matches are encouraged. Matching funds may include local, state, 
non-transportation federal, or private sources. All matching funds must be clearly described 
and documented within the application. 

The eligibility of all proposed matching funds will be evaluated on a case-by-case basis during 
the application review process. 

Please note that the local match percentage should be of the project total as a whole, NOT of 
the federal funding amount. That is, if a project is $100,000 and requesting TAP funding, the 
local match would be $20,000 and the TAP funding request would be $80,000. A local match 
calculations spreadsheet is available to assist with calculations and will be distributed with this 
packet.  

If the project sponsor wishes to contribute more than the required minimum local match, it will 
be considered overmatch and documented as such in the TIP. 

Minimum Local Match Requirements by Funding Category 

• TAP (STBG Set-Aside): 20% local match 

• STP-Metro (STBG): 17.21% local match (Colorado) 

• Carbon Reduction Program (CRP): 17.21% local match (Colorado) 
• Transit Programs: 

o 5307 Urbanized Area: 20% 

o 5310 Enhanced Mobility of Seniors and Individuals with Disabilities: 

 Capital: 20% 

 Operating: 50% 

 Administrative (10% of total): 0% 

o 5339 Bus and Bus Facilities: Approximately 15–20% 

ELIGIBLE APPLICANTS  

STP METRO, TAP, and CRP 

Applicants must be located within the PPACG MPO region and be a government entity eligible 
to enter a contract with CDOT. Alternatively, applicants may form a partnership in which one or 
more sponsoring entities take a lead role and have contractual authority with the state. 

Eligible applicants include federal, tribal, state, and local public agencies (e.g., Regents of the 
University of Colorado, counties, cities, towns, special districts, public authorities, 
transportation authorities, or joint powers authorities). Public agencies may partner with other 
organizations, including non-profits or civic groups, to develop and implement projects or 
programs. When multiple partners are involved, the lead applicant will be solely responsible for 
project or program completion in compliance with all applicable laws and regulations. 
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Eligible Jurisdictions/entities within PPACG MPO Area 

City of Colorado Springs 

City of Colorado Springs – MMT 

El Paso County  

City of Fountain 

Town of Green Mountain Falls  

City of Manitou Springs 

Town of Monument  

Town of Palmer Lake 

Teller County 

City of Woodland Park 

Eligible Project Types 

Project eligibility depends on the funding being applied for. For details of funding eligibility 
please see Appendix A of this document. 

STP-METRO, TAP, AND CRP APPLICATION AND PROGRAMMING PROCESS 

Overview and Eligibility Requirements 

All projects or programs must meet the following general and funding category specific 
eligibility requirements. Failure to meet all eligibility requirements will preclude the candidate’s 
project or program for further consideration. If applicants have questions regarding a project’s 
eligibility, they are encouraged to contact PPACG before submitting their application.   

 All projects submitted for inclusion in the TIP must be consistent with the fiscally 
constrained projects in the 2050 Long Range Transportation Plan. 

 Draft project or program application must be complete and submitted prior to submittal 
deadline: December 5, 2025, 5:00 PM.  

 Final project or program application must be complete and submitted prior to submittal 
deadline: December 19, 2025, 5:00 PM.  

 Applicants must demonstrate a commitment to long-term maintenance of the project.  

 A recent engineering estimate and must be in Year of Expenditure (YOE) to account for 
inflation costs.  

 A location map. 

 A letter of sponsorship must be provided with the application.  The sponsorship letter must 
be signed by an administrative officer of the sponsoring agency or agencies.  A letter of 
sponsorship may include multiple projects. Applicants submitting a sponsorship letter 
containing multiple projects must provide a prioritized list of projects.  
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o The letter must provide the sponsor’s commitment to: 

 Ensuring local funds will be available for the project(s). 

 The project(s) will be maintained over the useful life of the project(s), and. 

 Obligate project funds in the programmed TIP year.  

 The completed project or program must be open to and for use by the public.  All projects 
must meet the accessibility standards of the Americans with Disabilities Act. 

 The completed project or program must meet applicable federal, state, and local 
requirements, including deadlines for obligation. 

 Project or program must meet the requirements of the National Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA). 

 Project or program must fulfill a public need or benefit. 

 Project must help the region meet its identified goals, objectives, and performance 
measures. 

Project Applications  

Each project sponsor should submit all projects in one template provided by PPACG. 

Project Priorities 

Entities submitting several applications are required to prioritize their projects in their letter of 
sponsorship.  If entity priorities are not identified, the entity’s priority for projects will be based 
upon date of receiving the applications, or if all applications are delivered together, then based 
upon their order within the submittal package. Entity priorities will be used to determine 
eligibility of a project, if an entity submits more applications than there are funds available for, 
and to help select a project in case of a tie in the evaluation process. 

Application Assistance  

PPACG staff are available to answer questions concerning the project/program eligibility and 
application submittal.  PPACG staff will not complete an application; however, it will provide 
assistance to sponsors with their application. 

Regional Goals and Performance Measures  

The IIJA requires MPOs to incorporate federal performance-based planning and programming 
into their LRTP and TIP processes. To better illustrate how our regional project selection aligns 
with meeting regional goals and performance targets set in the 2050 LRTP, we would like to 
identify how each project listed in the TIP helps achieve regional goals and associated 
performance measures. In your application, please select the primary and secondary goal and 
performance areas your project fits within.  

2050 Long Range Transportation Plan Goal Areas 

1. Preserve and enhance the function of and access to the existing regional transportation system 
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2. Provide efficient, improved, and fully connected multimodal and intermodal transportation for 
people, goods, information, technology, and freight to employment hubs, military installations, 
and other key destination throughout the region 

3. Increase the safety, security, redundancy, and resilience pf the multimodal transportation 
system 

4. Maintain a robust, equitable, and healthy regional transportation system that enhances vitality 
for the Pikes Peak region 

5. Implement responsible transportation solutions 

Federal Performance Measure Areas 

1. Bridge Condition – Maintains or improves current bridge infrastructure condition.  
2. Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality – Improves or mitigates impacts of air quality. 
3. Freight Reliability – Maintains or improves the mobility, resiliency and redundancy of the freight 

transportation system. 
4. Pavement Condition – Maintains or improves current roadway infrastructure condition. 
5. Safety – Enhances safety features to reduce hazards. 
6. Travel Time Reliability – Maintains or improves the mobility, resiliency and redundancy of the 

transportation system. 
7. Transit Asset Management – Maintains or improves transit assets as identified in the MMT 

Transit Asset Management Plan.  
8. Transit Safety – Maintains or improves transit safety as identified in the MMT Public 

Transportation Safety Action Plan.  

Project Application Review and Deadlines 

Draft applications are required and can be submitted to PPACG and CDOT for initial review and 
feedback (for the applications and/or the project scope and estimates). Draft applications are 
due December 5, 2025, by 5 pm. Incomplete applications are acceptable as drafts, and it is 
encouraged that sponsors confer with CDOT during the application process. E-mail submission 
of applications is preferrable. E-mails should be addressed to Josh Squires at 
Jsquires@ppacg.org and Lachelle Davis at lachelle.davis@state.co.us. PPACG and CDOT will 
then review the applications and provide feedback and/or suggest a follow-up meeting as 
needed. 

Final applications are due December 19, 2025, by 5pm. E-mails should be addressed to Josh 
Squires at Jsquires@ppacg.org. Applications received after the due date will not be accepted. 
Project applications forms were included in the ‘Call for Project’ email and are also available 
online at the PPACG TIP web site: http://www.ppacg.org/transportation/transportation-
improvement-program/ 

Final applications will be screened by PPACG staff for eligibility and completeness. If a proposed 
project or program does not meet all eligibility requirements, the application will not be further 
evaluated and PPACG staff will notify the applicant of the ineligible determination.  

Do not submit applications forms in PDF format.  Do not change the application form unless 
to expand a section to include more information. 
  

mailto:Jsquires@ppacg.org
mailto:lachelle.davis@state.co.us
mailto:Jsquires@ppacg.org
http://www.ppacg.org/transportation/transportation-improvement-program/
http://www.ppacg.org/transportation/transportation-improvement-program/
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TIP Project Prioritization and Scoring 

As previously noted, this Call for Projects is being conducted simultaneously with the 
reconciliation of previously programmed funds due to reductions in available STP Metro and 
CRP funding. TAC may choose to prioritize these projects for outyear funding and/or alternative 
funding to minimize potential funding reductions to previously programmed projects.  

In alignment with the PPACG TIP Policies and Procedures, projects experiencing cost overruns 
will be prioritized, with new projects considered as funding allows. Acceptance of applications 
for new projects will be dependent upon funding availability. 

Development of this TIP will follow established processes developed as part of the 2050 Long 
Range Transportation Plan, including project prioritization. Eligible entities will submit projects 
for inclusion in the TIP and provide the corresponding LRTP project and the project scoring 
utilized for the LRTP will be brought forward to the TIP process. A project must be consistent 
with the LRTP to be eligible for the TIP.  

The project scoring criteria were based on the federal planning factors, the PPACG vision and 
goals, and system performance. The scoring methodology and criteria weighting were then 
verified and adjusted through engagement with the PPACG committees and Regional 
Transportation Plan Advisory Committee (RTPAC). The scoring methodology as developed with 
the TAC and adopted by the Board of Directors uses the following criteria and scoring. 

 

PPACG 2050 LRTP Scoring Criteria 

CRITERIA  MEASUREMENT 
MAX. 
SCORE  

Safety – improving 
safety in the area 
for all users 

Points awarded based on the crash data (all incidents) – 5 points per crash within 
project limits in most recent 5 years of available crash data, per PPACG crash data: 
https://ppacg.maps.arcgis.com/apps/mapviewer/index.html?webmap=a88118a53b
524b60909e71edd245da10 

15 

Safety – improving 
safety in the area 
for vulnerable 
users 

Points awarded based on the crash data (bicycle/ pedestrian incidents) – 5 points 
per crash within project limits in most recent 5 years of available crash data, per 
PPACG crash data 

5 
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Maintenance – 
preserving 
investment in the 
system 

Road – based on the predominant classification 
used by the jurisdiction (OCI, PMA, etc.) of the segment or segments and normalized 
to a consistent scale. 
Bridge – based on average sufficiency rating of 
bridges if multiple bridges in project 
Transit – (use MMT Asset Management Plan conditions) (based on average 
condition of items if multiple items are in a project) 
Note: If data is unavailable, points will be awarded based on an estimation of asset 
condition per the local jurisdiction's engineering expertise 

10 

Operation 
Enhancement – 
making the 
transportation 
system work more 
efficiently  

Turn lane addition/roundabout addition/other intersection improvement - 3 pts 
Addition of acceleration/deceleration lanes - 3 pts  
Reduction in congestion supported by previous study or internal analysis - 3 pts 
Rideshare/carshare programs - 3 pts 
Bicycle and pedestrian intersection improvements - 3 pts 
Dedicated bicycle/pedestrian route/lane - 3 pts 
Traffic incident management (TIM) program - 3 pts 
Communications network and roadway monitoring - 3 pts 
Traffic signal/control modernization - 3 pts 
Improved transit stations/stops/park and rides - 3 pts 
Enhanced transit corridors/express bus service/dedicated transit travelway - 3 pts 
New transit route - 3 pts 
Roadway signage improvements - 3 pts 
Geometric improvements - 3 pts 
Roadway widening - 3 pts 
New arterials - 3 pts 
Other demonstrated methods to improve corridor speed and/or reduce waiting 
time at intersections - 3 pts each 

15 

Environment – 
incorporating 
environmentally 
friendly concepts 
in project 

Awarded 2 points per environmental element identified in the project 
application. These elements may include (but are not limited to) transit, 
sidewalks/bike lanes/multiuse shoulders, green stormwater infrastructure*, erosion 
mitigation/reduction, reduces dust pollution by eliminating gravel road, pedestrian 
encouraging solar canopies, solar lighting, resiliency, or GHG-combating vegetation. 

10 

Mobility – 
reducing 
congestion and 
supporting 
movement 
throughout the 
region 

Points awarded based on the congestion map provided by PPACG in the CMP OR 
based on a local plan/professional engineering judgement from the jurisdiction and 
discussed within the application. (See mobility tab.) 

20 

Connectivity – 
facilitating 
connections and 
redundancy 
throughout the 
region 

This may be based on connections with the strategic corridor maps as originally 
identified in the CMP and/or a local plan or jurisdiction 
0  – does not provide additional connectivity or redundancy 
10 – provides new connectivity for the transportation system  
20 – connects to a PPACG strategic corridor OR eliminates a connectivity gap as 
defined by a local plan or jurisdiction OR provides redundancy 

20 
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Priority Project – 
prioritizing needs 
throughout the 
region  

Selected by jurisdiction; each jurisdiction can designate one project as its top 
priority 5 

MAXIMUM TOTAL SCORE 100 

* Per the EPA, “stormwater runoff is a leading cause of water pollution in urban environments. ‘Green’ stormwater 
infrastructure is designed to mimic nature and capture rainwater where it falls. Green infrastructure reduces and 
treats stormwater at its source.” Some jurisdictions have or are working on green stormwater infrastructure design 
criteria. * Per the EPA, “stormwater runoff is a leading cause of water pollution in urban environments. ‘Green’ 
stormwater infrastructure is designed to mimic nature and capture rainwater where it falls. Green infrastructure 
reduces and treats stormwater at its source.” Some jurisdictions have or are working on green stormwater 
infrastructure design criteria. 

 

Mobility Scoring Detail 

Score Mobility Criteria 

20 Located on a congestion corridor AND in an area of heavy congestion 

16 Located on a congestion corridor AND in an area of sparser congestion 

12 Located on a congestion corridor but NOT in an area of congestion 

8 Located in an area of heavy congestion but NOT on a congestion corridor 

4 Located in an area of sparser congestion but NOT on a congestion corridor 

0 NOT located on congestion corridor nor in an area of congestion 

 

Maintenance Scoring Detail  

Road Bridge Transit   

0 - not a maintenance project 
1 – 90 to 100 
2 – 80 to 89.9 
3 – 70 to 79.9 
4 – 60 to 69.9 
5 - 50 to 59.9 
6 – 40 to 49.9 
7 – 30 to 39.9 
8 – 20 to 29.9 
9 – 10 to 19.9 
10 – 0 to 9.9 

0 – not a maintenance project 
1 – 90-100 
2 – 80-89.9 
3 – 70-79.9 
4 – 60-69.9 
5 – 50-59.9 
6 – 40-49.9 
7 – 30-39.9 
8 – 20-29.9 
9 – 10-19.9 
10 – 0-9.9 

0 – not a maintenance project 
1 – condition 4.51 to 5.00 
2 – condition 4.01 to 4.50 
3 – condition 3.51 to 4.00 
4 – condition 3.01 to 3.50 
5 – condition 2.51 to 3.00 
6 – condition 2.01 to 2.50 
7 – condition 1.51 to 2.00 
8 – condition 1.01 to 1.50 
9 – condition 0.51 to 1.00 
10 – condition 0 to 0.50 

 

Following delivery of final applications to PPACG and CDOT, staff will develop a spreadsheet of 
all programmed projects that may be subject to adjustment as well as their status with regard 
to that funding; submitted project overruns with requested funding amounts; and new project 
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applications with requested funding amounts as applicable. This spreadsheet will include the 
2050 LRTP score for each project. If a project was included in a previous TIP and thus scored 
under a prior LRTP, staff will draft a score utilizing the 2050 LRTP scoring method for inclusion 
in the spreadsheet. Staff may require assistance from the project sponsor in developing this 
scoring. In alignment with the PPACG TIP Policies and Procedures, projects experiencing cost 
overruns will be prioritized, with new project considered as funding allows.  

A workshop or multiple workshops will then be held with project sponsors and the 
Transportation Advisory Committee (TAC) to determine project and funding recommendations 
for inclusion in the TIP. Jurisdictional equity, engineering and regional expertise, funding 
availability and other factors will be considered in the development of the recommended 
project list. In addition to the scoring criteria listed above, project application and cost overrun 
questionnaire for this Call for Projects adds three additional information items related to the 
project budget, project sponsor history, and project implementation schedule. These items will 
be considered by the TAC in determining prioritization. 

Staff will attempt to accommodate the year(s), and funding source requested by project 
sponsors. PPACG will adjust, to maximize the number of projects funded Projects that do not 
make the prioritized list will then be prioritized to be placed in the aforementioned 
“Unscheduled Pool.”  

Project Programming 

After the recommended program of prioritized projects list from the workshop is completed, 
the list will be included in the draft TIP and go through the TAC, CAC, and the Board TIP 
adoption process. After final adoption of the new TIP, projects will be officially approved, and 
PPACG staff will notify the entities of awarded funds. Notification will arise by an award letter 
sent to the person who submitted the original application. Award letters will include notice of 
funding approval by the PPACG Board (and signed resolution), project names, funding, and 
fiscal year they were approved for. Letters will also outline requirements of project delivery 
including estimated timeframes and deadlines, project delivery process/flowchart, and the 
CDOT Region 2N Local Agency contacts who will be working with the local entities to deliver the 
projects in accordance with federal and state regulations and guidelines.  

Important Links 

PPACG TIP Website: http://www.ppacg.org/transportation/transportation-improvement-program/ 
 
PPACG TIP Policies and Procedures: https://www.ppacg.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/PPACG-TIP-
SOP-Approved-Document-4.2023.pdf (To be updated following TAC approval) 
 
Project Implementation Resources - CDOT Local Agency Manual and process flowcharts: 
https://www.codot.gov/business/localagency/manual/overview/project-planning 
 
PPACG electronic TIP database (log-in site): 

HTTPS://PORTAL.PPACG.ECOINTERACTIVE.COM 
  

http://www.ppacg.org/transportation/transportation-improvement-program/
https://www.codot.gov/business/localagency/manual/overview/project-planning
https://portal.ppacg.ecointeractive.com/
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TRANSIT FORMULA FUNDS  

Federal Programming Requirements  

PPACG, as the designated MPO, is responsible for the development and adoption of the long-
range transportation plan and the shorter-term TIP. The TIP must include every capital and 
operating project for which assistance will be requested from the Federal Transit 
Administrations (FTA) (49 U.S.C. Chapter 53.b.49 C.F.R. 1.51). 

While the MPO develops and adopts the TIP, the Designated Recipient has the primary 
responsibility to develop the program of projects and plans for Sections 5304, 5307, 5310, and 
5339 funds apportioned to its TMA for inclusion in the TIP. The MPO and the Designated 
Recipient must work cooperatively to develop the TIP and agree on how funds will be spent. 

Mountain Metro Transit (MMT) is the designated recipient of any FTA) formula funds that come 
to the Colorado Springs Metropolitan region except for 5310 funds. Starting in 2020, PPACG 
became the designated recipient for the 5310 funds. A Designated Recipient is the entity 
selected by the State’s Governor, responsible local officials, and publicly owned operators of 
public transportation. These entities “receive and apportion” the amounts made available by 
Congress and the FTA to a Transportation Management Area (TMA).  

Transit Project Selection Process and Programming in the TIP 

The project application and selection processes for 5304 and 5339 FTA formula funds are 
completed by MMT in cooperation with regional and state partners as stated in planning 
agreements. Once MMT has selected projects for funding, the projects are then programmed in 
the TIP during the PPACG committee approval process. The project application and selection 
process for 5310 occurs during a separate process from this call and is managed by the PPACG 
Mobility Coordinator in cooperation with the transportation department and the Area Agency 
on Aging.  

For any questions related to the 5304 and 5339 FTA formula funds application and selection 
processes, please contact Mountain Metro Transit (https://coloradosprings.gov/mountain-
metro).  

For any questions related to the 5310 FTA formula funds application and selection processes, 
please contact the PPACG Transit Planner Coordinator Lisa Gagnon Lgagnon@ppacg.org.  

 

 

 

 

https://coloradosprings.gov/mountain-metro
https://coloradosprings.gov/mountain-metro
mailto:lgagnon@ppacg.org
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APPENDIX A: STP-METRO, TAP,AND CRP FUNDING PROGRAMS AND ELIGIBLE 
ACTIVITIES 
Selected projects will be awarded federal funds from the STP-Metro, Carbon Reduction 
Program (CRP), and Transportation Alternatives (TAP) programs. 

The STP-Metro program is a general-purpose program that funds projects or programs such as 
planning studies; enhancement activities; road projects on a route functionally classified as an 
urban collector, rural arterial, or higher; maintenance, and transit projects other than 
operations.  Federal guidance on the STP-Metro program can be found at: 

Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act - Surface Transportation Block Grant (STBG) Fact Sheet | Federal 
Highway Administration 

The Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) includes all projects and activities 
encompassing a variety of smaller-scale transportation projects such as pedestrian and bicycle 
facilities, recreational trails, safe routes to school projects, community improvements such as 
historic preservation and vegetation management, and environmental mitigation related to 
storm water and habitat connectivity. Federal guidance on the TAP program can be found on 
the internet at: 

Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act - Transportation Alternatives (TA) Fact Sheet | Federal Highway 
Administration 

The Carbon Reduction Program (CRP)The Carbon Reduction Program (CRP) provides funding 
for projects designed to reduce transportation emissions. Eligible projects include traffic 
management and monitoring, public transportation, transportation alternatives, advanced 
transportation technologies, energy-efficient infrastructure, alternative fuel vehicle 
infrastructure, and strategies to reduce demand on the transportation system. The program 
also supports the development of state carbon reduction strategies. Federal guidance on the 
CRP program can be found at: 
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/infrastructure-investment-and-jobs-act/crp_fact_sheet.cfm 

STP-METRO 

Per Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), STP-Metro funds may be used for: 

 Construction, reconstruction, rehabilitation, resurfacing, restoration, and operational 
improvements for highways (including Interstate highways) and bridges (including bridges 
on public roads of all functional classifications), including any such construction or 
reconstruction necessary to accommodate other transportation modes, and including the 
seismic retrofit and painting of and application of calcium magnesium acetate, sodium 
acetate/formate, or other environmentally acceptable, minimally corrosive anti-icing and 
de-icing compositions on bridges and approaches thereto and other elevated structures, 
mitigation of damage to wildlife, habitat, and ecosystems caused by a transportation 
project funded under Title 23, United States Code; 

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/infrastructure-investment-and-jobs-act/stbg.cfm
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/infrastructure-investment-and-jobs-act/stbg.cfm
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/infrastructure-investment-and-jobs-act/ta.cfm
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/infrastructure-investment-and-jobs-act/ta.cfm
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/infrastructure-investment-and-jobs-act/crp_fact_sheet.cfm
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 Capital costs for transit projects eligible for assistance under chapter 53 of Title 49, United 
States Code, including vehicles and facilities, whether publicly or privately owned that are 
used to provide intercity passenger service by bus. 

 Carpool projects, fringe and corridor parking facilities and programs, bicycle transportation 
and pedestrian walkways in accordance with 23 U.S.C. 217, and the modification of public 
sidewalks to comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. 12101 et 
seq.). 

 Highway and transit safety infrastructure improvements and programs, hazard eliminations, 
projects to mitigate hazards caused by wildlife, and railway-highway grade crossings. 

 Highway and transit research and development and technology transfer programs. 

 Capital and operating costs for traffic monitoring, management, and control facilities and 
programs, including advanced truck stop electrification systems. 

 Surface transportation planning programs. 

 Transportation enhancement activities. 

 Transportation control measures listed in Section 108(f)(1)(A) (other than clause xvi) of the 
Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. 7408(f)(1)(A)). 

 Development and establishment of management systems under 23 U.S.C. 303. 

 In accordance with all applicable Federal law (including regulations), participation in natural 
habitat and wetland mitigation efforts related to projects funded under this Title, which 
may include participation in natural habitat and wetland mitigation banks, contributions to 
statewide and regional efforts to conserve, restore, enhance, and create natural habitats 
and wetland, and development of statewide and regional natural habitat and wetland 
conservation and mitigation plans, including any such banks, efforts, and plans authorized 
under the Water Resources Development Act of 1990 (Public Law 101-640) (including 
crediting provisions). Contributions to the mitigation efforts described in the preceding 
sentence may take place concurrently with or in advance of project construction; except 
that contributions in advance of project construction may occur only if the efforts are 
consistent with all applicable requirements of Federal law (including regulations) and State 
transportation planning processes. With respect to participation in a natural habitat or 
wetland mitigation effort related to a project funded under this Title that has an impact that 
occurs within the service area of a mitigation bank, preference shall be given, to the 
maximum extent practicable, to the use of the mitigation bank if the bank contains 
sufficient available credits to offset the impact and the bank is approved in accordance with 
the Federal Guidance for the Establishment, Use and Operation of Mitigation Banks (60 Fed. 
Reg. 58605 (November 28, 1995)) or other applicable Federal law (including regulations); 

 Projects relating to intersections that: 

• have disproportionately high accident rates, 

• have high levels of congestion, as evidenced by: 
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 interrupted traffic flow at the intersection; and 

 a level of service rating that is not better than "F” during peak travel hours, 
calculated in accordance with the Highway Capacity Manual issued by the 
Transportation Research Board, and are located on a federal aid highway. 

 Infrastructure-based intelligent transportation systems capital improvements. 

 Environmental restoration and pollution abatement in accordance with 23 U.S.C. 328; and 

 Control of noxious weeds and aquatic noxious weeds and establishment of native species in 
accordance with 23 U.S.C. 329. 

TRANSPORTATION ALTERNATIVES PROGRAM (TAP) 

The TAP provides funding for programs and projects defined as transportation alternatives, 
including on- and off-road pedestrian and bicycle facilities, infrastructure projects for improving 
non-driver access to public transportation and enhanced mobility, community improvement 
activities, and environmental mitigation; recreational trail program projects; safe routes to 
school projects; and projects for planning, designing, or constructing boulevards and other 
roadways largely in the right-of-way of former Interstate System routes or other divided 
highways. 

 Most TAP projects, including Safe Routes to School (SRTS) projects funded with TAP funds, 
the Federal share is the same as for the general Federal-aid highway program: 80% 
Federal/20% State or local match. 

 Under 23 U.S.C. 213(b), eligible activities under the TAP program consists of: 

o Transportation Alternatives as defined in 23 U.S.C. 101(a)(29) (MAP-21 §1103): 

o Construction, planning, and design of on-road and off-road trail facilities for 
pedestrians, bicyclists, and other non-motorized forms of transportation, including 
sidewalks, bicycle infrastructure, pedestrian and bicycle signals, traffic calming 
techniques, lighting and other safety-related infrastructure, and transportation 
projects to achieve compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (42 
USC 12101 et seq.). 

o Construction, planning, and design of infrastructure-related projects and systems 
that will provide safe routes for non-drivers, including children, older adults, and 
individuals with disabilities to access daily needs. 

o Conversion and use of abandoned railroad corridors for trails for pedestrians, 
bicyclists, or other non-motorized transportation users. 

o Construction of turnouts, overlooks, and viewing areas. 

o Community improvement activities, which include but are not limited to: 

 inventory, control, or removal of outdoor advertising. 

 historic preservation and rehabilitation of historic transportation facilities. 
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 vegetation management practices in transportation rights-of-way to improve 
roadway safety, prevent against invasive species, and provide erosion 
control; and 

 Archaeological activities relating to impacts from implementation of 
transportation projects eligible under Title 23 USC. 

 Any environmental mitigation activity, including pollution prevention and 
pollution abatement activities and mitigation too- 

 address storm water management, control, and water pollution prevention 
or abatement related to highway construction or due to highway runoff, 
including activities described in sections 133(b)(11), 328(a), and 329 of Title 
23; or 

 reduce vehicle-caused wildlife mortality or to restore and maintain 
connectivity among terrestrial or aquatic habitats. 

 The recreational trails program under section 206 of Title 23. 

o The safe routes to school program eligible projects and activities listed at section 
1404(f) of the SAFETEA-LU: 

 Infrastructure-related projects. 

 Non-infrastructure-related activities. 

 Safe Routes to School coordinator. 

 Planning, designing, or constructing boulevards and other roadways largely in 
the right-of-way of former Interstate System routes or other divided 
highways. 

 TAP funds cannot be used for: 

o State or MPO administrative purposes, except for SRTS administration, and 
administrative costs of the State permitted for RTP set-aside funds. 

o Promotional activities, except as permitted under the SRTS. 

o General recreation and park facilities, playground equipment, sports fields, 
campgrounds, picnic areas and pavilions, etc. 

o Routine maintenance and operation 

CARBON REDUCTION PROGRAM (CRP) 

The Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL) establishes the Carbon Reduction Program (CRP), which 
provides funds for projects designed to reduce transportation emissions, defined as carbon 
dioxide (CO2) emissions from on-road highway sources. 
 

 

http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/recreational_trails/guidance/
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/safe_routes_to_school/guidance/#toc123542197
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/safe_routes_to_school/guidance/#toc123542199
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Eligible Projects 

• CRP funds may be obligated for projects that support the reduction of transportation 
emissions, including, but not limited to– [except as noted, § 11403; 23 U.S.C. 175(c)(1)] 

o a project described in 23 U.S.C. 149(b)(4) to establish or operate a traffic 
monitoring, management, and control facility or program, including advanced 
truck stop electrification systems. 

o a public transportation project eligible under 23 U.S.C. 142. 

o a transportation alternative (as defined under the Moving Ahead for Progress 
under the 21st Century Act [23 U.S.C. 101(a)(29), as in effect on July 5, 2012]), 
including, but not limited to, the construction, planning, and design of on-road 
and off-road trail facilities for pedestrians, bicyclists, and other nonmotorized 
forms of transportation. 

o a project described in 23 U.S.C. 503(c)(4)(E) for advanced transportation and 
congestion management technologies. 

o deployment of infrastructure-based intelligent transportation systems capital 
improvements and the installation of vehicle-to-infrastructure communications 
equipment. 

o a project to replace street lighting and traffic control devices with energy-
efficient alternatives. 

o development of a carbon reduction strategy developed by a State per 
requirements in 23 U.S.C. 175(d). 

o a project or strategy designed to support congestion pricing, shifting 
transportation demand to nonpeak hours or other transportation modes, 
increasing vehicle occupancy rates, or otherwise reducing demand for roads, 
including electronic toll collection, and travel demand management strategies 
and programs. 

o efforts to reduce the environmental and community impacts of freight 
movement. 

o a project that supports deployment of alternative fuel vehicles, including– 

 acquisition, installation, or operation of publicly accessible electric 
vehicle charging infrastructure or hydrogen, natural gas, or propane 
vehicle fueling infrastructure; and 

 purchase or lease of zero-emission construction equipment and vehicles, 
including the acquisition, construction, or leasing of required supporting 
facilities. 

o a project described in 23 U.S.C. 149(b)(8) for a diesel engine retrofit. 
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o certain types of projects to improve traffic flow that are eligible under the CMAQ 
program, and that do not involve construction of new capacity; [§ 11403; 23 
U.S.C. 149(b)(5); and 175(c)(1)(L)] 

o a project that reduces transportation emissions at port facilities, including 
through the advancement of port electrification; and 

o any other STBG-eligible project, if the Secretary certifies that the State has 
demonstrated a reduction in transportation emissions, as estimated on a per 
capita and per unit of economic output basis. (Note: FHWA will issue guidance 
on how the Secretary will make such certifications.) [§ 11403; 23 U.S.C. 133(b) 
and 175(c)(2)] 
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