
 

Meeting Agenda 
Pikes Peak Commission on Aging 

Wednesday, November 19, 2025, 3:00 PM 
 

In-Person 
Pikes Peak Area Council of Governments Main Conference Room 

14 S. Chestnut St., Colorado Springs, CO 80905 
 

Virtual: Microsoft Teams (Video and Audio) 
www.microsoft.com/en-us/microsoft-teams/join-a-meeting 

Meeting ID: 274 890 796 842 8 
Passcode: Fx9iN3XS 

 
Virtual: Phone (Audio Only) 

Phone: (929) 242-8427 
Conference ID: 226 612 561 

 

1. Call to Order / Establish a Quorum / Introductions 
2. Agenda Approval 
3. Consent Items 

(These items will be acted upon as a whole, unless they are called up for discussion by a 
Committee member or a citizen wishing to address the Committee.) 
A. Approval of the minutes from the October 15, 2025, meeting  

4. Public Comments / Presentations 
Public comments can be made before or during the meeting. Public comments during the 
meeting is limited to three minutes and can be done at the meeting location or remotely 
by using the posted Microsoft Teams link. Individuals are encouraged to notify the 
meeting organizer at ppacg@ppacg.org before the start of the meeting with the agenda 
item they would like to comment on. Public comments can be submitted before the 
meeting via email to ppacg@ppacg.org for distribution to the committee members. 

5. Action Items 
6. Presentations 

A.  ASAging’s On Aging Institute Summit October 28, 2025 and RISE 
7. Information Items 

A. Membership Committee 
B. Jurisdiction Reports Update 
C. Policy Committee 
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i. Colorado Center for Aging
ii. Pikes Peak Area Council of Governments Legislative Committee 

D. Colorado Commission on Aging
E. Pikes Peak Area Council of Governments Board of Directors Items
F. Chair Report

8. Working Session
A. Work groups planning and updates:

i. Creating Age-Friendly Housing and Transportation
ii. Strengthening Caregiver Supports and Services
iii. Promoting Social Engagement and Inclusion

9. Discussion Items
10. Member Entity Announcements
11. Meeting Schedule

A. Next meeting: December 17, 2025 – 3 p.m.
B. Executive Committee Meetings – First Wednesday of each month at 9 a.m.
C. Policy Committee Meetings – TBD
D. Working Groups:

i. Caregiving - 3rd Thursdays at 2 p.m.
ii. Social Engagement - 4th Thursdays at 12 p.m.

E. Upcoming Pikes Peak Area Council of Governments Meeting Schedule 
12. Items for Next Meeting
13. Adjournment

Pikes Peak Commission on Aging 
Principles of Engagement 

To support the mission and vision of the Pikes Peak Commission on Aging, the following 
Principles of Engagement are utilized to create and maintain a culture of collaboration and 
partnership among stakeholders and Commission members. The guiding principles are 
intended to define a behavioral model which addresses how individual members treat each 
other, communicate, participate, cooperate, support each other, and coordinate joint activity 
towards the greater whole. 

Work Integrity 
Collaboration: As team members we agree to always pitch in, when and where necessary, to 
help address problems and follow-up timely. 
Accountability: We agree to be accountable for our own actions, behavior and choices. 
Listen: We will listen with empathy, hear with understanding, avoid judgment and 
defensiveness, and solicit and discuss ideas.  
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Reflection: Take note of collective successes on an annual basis. Celebrate the impact of work 
done. 
Kindness: We will always promote an environment that is safe for participation, open 
communication and where group members do not have to fear criticism or retribution.  
Ethics: We make decisions that reflect our values and principles; even when the decision may 
not be favorable to the majority or individually.  
 
Healthy Conflict Resolution 
Openness: Receive and deliver feedback with an open mind while offering suggestions for 
improvement. Generate ideas to resolve problems being dedicated to work through conflict. 
Language: Use language that avoids blame and strive to seek productive conversation.  
 
Meeting Etiquette 
Engagement: Be Present and prepared —each person should come to the meeting with the 
materials and data needed and an understanding of the meeting topic, practice active listening 
skills, be mindful of dominating conversation. 
Avoid distraction: Be mindful of the speaker, do not engage in side-bar conversations. 
 

The Pikes Peak Area Council of Governments will not discriminate against qualified individuals 
with disabilities. Meetings are available to join remotely via Microsoft Teams, and meetings 
include live transcription for remote and in-person attendees using automated software. Should 
you require any additional auxiliary aids or services to participate, please contact 
ppacg@ppacg.org or (719) 471-7080 x139 as soon as possible so that we can do our best to 
accommodate your needs. 
 
Si necesita ayuda con traducción, llame por favor al (719) 471-7080 x139 o ppacg@ppacg.org. 
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Roster 
Commission on Aging 

 
Chair: Paula Levy 

Vice Chair: Kathy Cerullo-Smith 
Membership Chair: Erin Maruzzella 

 
Thirty percent of the current voting committee membership (rounded up to the nearest whole 

number) shall constitute a quorum. 

Citizens-At-Large 
Kathy Cerullo-Smith: Expires Dec. 31, 2025 
Paula Levy: Expires Dec. 31, 2026* 
Kent Mathews: Expires March 12, 2028 
Dayton Romero: Expires Dec. 31, 2027* 
Phil Stafford: Expires Dec. 31, 2027 
Penny Whitney: Expires Dec. 31, 2027 
 
El Paso County 
Carolyn Kazden: Expires Feb. 12, 2028 
Steve Schleiker: Expires Feb. 12, 2028 
Wanda Wood: Expires Feb. 12, 2028 
 
Park County 
Penny Everest: Expires April 9, 2028 
 
Teller County 
Bob Foster: Expires Oct. 8, 2028 
 

City of Colorado Springs 
Erin Maruzzella: Expires Aug. 14, 2027 
 
Town of Monument 
Erin Eleuterio: Expires Oct. 8, 2028 
 
Open Member Seats 
Alma 
Calhan 
Fairplay 
Fountain 
Green Mountain Falls 
Manitou Springs 
Palmer Lake 
Ramah 
Victor 
Woodland Park 
Cripple Creek 
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Meeting Minutes 
Pikes Peak Commission on Aging 

Wednesday, October 15, 2025, 3:00 PM 
 

In-Person 
Pikes Peak Area Council of Governments Main Conference Room 

14 S. Chestnut St., Colorado Springs, CO 80905 
 

Virtual: Microsoft Teams (Video and Audio) 
www.microsoft.com/en-us/microsoft-teams/join-a-meeting 

Meeting ID: 287 612 271 562 5 
Passcode: mB6cb3xq 

 
Virtual: Phone (Audio Only) 

Phone: (929) 242-8427 
Conference ID: 135 174 495 

 

1. Call to Order / Establish a Quorum / Introductions 
Chair Levy called to order at 3 p.m. A quorum was present. 

2. Agenda Approval 
Kathy Cerullo-Smith motioned to approve, Steve Schleiker seconded. The motion carried 
unanimously. 

3. Consent Items 
(These items will be acted upon as a whole, unless they are called up for discussion by a 
Committee member or a citizen wishing to address the Committee.) 
A. Approval of the minutes from the September 17, 2025, meeting  

Steve Schleiker motioned to approve, Penny Whitney seconded. The motion carried 
unanimously. 

4. Public Comments / Presentations 
Public comments can be made before or during the meeting. Public comments during the 
meeting is limited to three minutes and can be done at the meeting location or remotely 
by using the posted Microsoft Teams link. Individuals are encouraged to notify the 
meeting organizer at ppacg@ppacg.org before the start of the meeting with the agenda 
item they would like to comment on. Public comments can be submitted before the 
meeting via email to ppacg@ppacg.org for distribution to the committee members. 

5. Action Items 
6. Information Items 

Agenda Item 3A
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A. Membership Committee. 
Kim Ngyen attended. She has been recommended by Age Friendly Pikes Peak to 
replace Erin M. as the Colorado Springs appointee. The Commission’s Executive 
meeting will discuss this next action. 

B. Jurisdiction Reports Update. 
Melissa shared the goal for appointees was to do two presentations to their 
jurisdictions over the year, one in May the other in September. Recommended to focus 
on this for next year. The Commission will be doing a housing presentation to the 
board in the first quarter and possibly look at combining the annual Commission 
update at that time too. 

C. Policy Committee 
i. Colorado Center for Aging 
ii. Pikes Peak Area Council of Governments Legislative Committee  

The State Budget is due to the General Assembly on November 3. They are 
addressing a $300 million shortfall this year and looking at $800 million next year. 
The Board released their 2026 legislative priorities brochure highlighting Older 
Americans Act and Senior Homestead Exemption Act preservation. 

D. Colorado Commission on Aging. 
Penny Whitney hopes to have more details on the work with committees following 
their strategic planning meeting on Oct. 16, 2025. 

E. Pikes Peak Area Council of Governments Board of Directors Items. 
The Board adopted new financial policies to align with best practices. They proposed 
the member dues remain the same for the next year. 

F. Chair Report. 
Chair Levy commended the good collaborations and work out in the community. She 
acknowledged the hard work from the retreat a few years back is finally coming into 
action. Dayton Romero was thanked for his prior leadership. 

7. Presentations 
A. Hey Neighbor. 
Marilyn Dawson, Volunteer District 1 Community Coordinator highlighted the work to 
grow community connection through neighborhood gatherings and Neighborhood 
University. She is also interested in being on the Commission. 
B. Colorado Seniors and Veterans Property Tax Exemptions  
Steve Schleiker provided more background knowledge on these programs to compliment 
the need to advocate for preservation of the Senior Homestead Tax Exemption. 

8. Working Session 
A. Work groups planning and updates: 

i. Creating Age-Friendly Housing and Transportation. 
The combined housing group will be meeting in November. 

Agenda Item 3A
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ii. Strengthening Caregiver Supports and Services. 
Carolyn shared the three goals: increase caregiver pampering day attendees by 
50%, support two podcasts, identify two policy change needs. 

iii. Promoting Social Engagement and Inclusion. 
Continued accolades for the Ice Cream Social at the South Circle Mobile Home 
Park. Next meeting is October 23, lunch at the Colorado Springs Senior Center and 
then November 7. Also continuing to collaborate with the Age Friendly Social 
Connections. 

9. Discussion Items 
10. Member Entity Announcements 

• Steve Schleiker asked members to consider supporting Christmas gifts for families 
with Department of Human Services. They need to support 200 families. 

• Penny Everest is promoting a suicide prevention training in January in Park County. 
11. Meeting Schedule 

A. Next meeting: November 19, 2025 – 3 p.m. 
B. Executive Committee Meetings – First Wednesday of each month at 9 a.m. 
C. Policy Committee Meetings – TBD 
D. Working Groups: 

i. Caregiving TBD 
ii. Social Engagement 4th Thursdays at 12 

E. Upcoming Pikes Peak Area Council of Governments Meeting Schedule  
12. Items for Next Meeting 
13. Adjournment Chair Levy adjourned at 4:30. 

 

Pikes Peak Commission on Aging 
Principles of Engagement 

 
To support the mission and vision of the Pikes Peak Commission on Aging, the following 
Principles of Engagement are utilized to create and maintain a culture of collaboration and 
partnership among stakeholders and Commission members. The guiding principles are 
intended to define a behavioral model which addresses how individual members treat each 
other, communicate, participate, cooperate, support each other, and coordinate joint activity 
towards the greater whole. 
 
Work Integrity 
Collaboration: As team members we agree to always pitch in, when and where necessary, to 
help address problems and follow-up timely. 
Accountability: We agree to be accountable for our own actions, behavior and choices. 

Agenda Item 3A
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Listen: We will listen with empathy, hear with understanding, avoid judgment and 
defensiveness, and solicit and discuss ideas.  
Reflection: Take note of collective successes on an annual basis. Celebrate the impact of work 
done. 
Kindness: We will always promote an environment that is safe for participation, open 
communication and where group members do not have to fear criticism or retribution.  
Ethics: We make decisions that reflect our values and principles; even when the decision may 
not be favorable to the majority or individually.  
 
Healthy Conflict Resolution 
Openness: Receive and deliver feedback with an open mind while offering suggestions for 
improvement. Generate ideas to resolve problems being dedicated to work through conflict. 
Language: Use language that avoids blame and strive to seek productive conversation.  
 
Meeting Etiquette 
Engagement: Be Present and prepared —each person should come to the meeting with the 
materials and data needed and an understanding of the meeting topic, practice active listening 
skills, be mindful of dominating conversation. 
Avoid distraction: Be mindful of the speaker, do not engage in side-bar conversations. 
 

The Pikes Peak Area Council of Governments will not discriminate against qualified individuals 
with disabilities. Meetings are available to join remotely via Microsoft Teams, and meetings 
include live transcription for remote and in-person attendees using automated software. Should 
you require any additional auxiliary aids or services to participate, please contact 
ppacg@ppacg.org or (719) 471-7080 x139 as soon as possible so that we can do our best to 
accommodate your needs. 
 
Si necesita ayuda con traducción, llame por favor al (719) 471-7080 x139 o ppacg@ppacg.org. 

Agenda Item 3A
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Current as of November 14, 2025 
 
Jump to: 

• Bills PPACG is supporting 
• Bills PPACG is opposing 
• Bills PPACG is monitoring 

 
Bills PPACG is supporting 

Bill # Title Bill Summary Sponsors Status 
H.R. 3030 Highway Formula Fairness Act 

PPACG Legislative Theme: Transportation 
To amend title 23, United States Code, to provide 
for a discretionary increase in certain highway 
funding to take into account population growth 
of a State, and for other purposes. 

House: 
Stanton (D-AZ) 
Gonzales (R-TX) 
Neguse (D-CO) 

House: Assigned to House 
Committee on 
Transportation & 
Infrastructure, 
Subcommittee on 
Highways and Transit 

H.R. 1733 
 
S. 784 

Rural Veterans Transportation to Care 
Act 
PPACG Legislative Theme: Transportation, Aging 

To expand and modify the grant program of the 
Department of Veterans Affairs to provide 
innovative transportation options to veterans in 
highly rural areas, and for other purposes. 

House: 
Marie Gluesenkamp (D-WA) 
Ciscomani (R-AZ) 
Vasquez (D-NM) 
Davis (D-NC) 
Johnson (R-SD) 
Joyce (R-OH) 
Golden (D-ME) 
Pettersen (D-CO) 
Fitzpatrick (R-PA) 
Harder (D-CA) 
Nunn (R-IA) 
Vindman (D-VA) 
Strickland (D-WA) 
Lofgren (D-CA) 
Schrier (D-WA) 
Barr (R-KY) 
 

House: Assigned to 
Committee on Veterans’ 
Affairs, Subcommittee on 
Health 
 
Senate: Committee on 
Veterans’ Affairs Hearing 
on May 21 

Agenda Item 7C
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Senate: 
Ossoff (D-GA) 
Collins (R-ME) 
Padilla (D-CA) 

H.R. 502 Protecting Infrastructure Investments 
for Rural America Act 
PPACG Legislative Theme: Transportation 

To ensure the rural surface transportation grant 
program is accessible to rural areas, and for 
other purposes. 

House: 
Finstad (R-MN) 
Golden (D-ME) 
Stauber (R-MN) 
Mann (R-KS) 
Fischbach (R-MN) 
Van Orden (R-WI) 
Moolenaar (R-MI) 
Flood (R-NE) 
Tiffany (R-WI) 

House: Assigned to House 
Committee on 
Transportation & 
Infrastructure, 
Subcommittee on 
Highways and Transit 

S. 2120 Older Americans Act Reauthorization 
Act of 2025 
PPACG Legislative Theme: Aging 

To amend the Older Americans Act of 1965 to 
authorize appropriations for fiscal years 2026 
through 2030, and for other purposes. 

Senate: 
Cassidy (R-LA) 
Sanders (I-VT) 
Scott (R-FL) 
Gillibrand (D-NY) 
Collins (R-ME) 
Kaine (D-VA) 
Mullin (R-OK) 
Markey (D-MA) 
Murkowksi (R-AK) 
Luján (D-NM) 

Senate: Assigned to 
Senate Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor 
and, Pensions 

H.R. 4585 Agricultural and Rural Road 
Improvement Program Act 
PPACG Legislative Theme: Transportation 

To amend title 23, United States Code, to 
establish an agricultural and rural road 
improvement program, and for other purposes. 

House: 
Bost (R-IL) 
Riley (D-NY) 
Mann (R-KS) 
Nehls (R-TX) 
Hurd (R-CO) 
Onder (R-MO) 
Miller (R-IL) 
Feenstra (R-IA) 
Van Orden (R-WI) 
DesJarlais (R-TN) 
Finstad (R-MN) 

House: Assigned to 
Committee on 
Transportation & 
Infrastructure, 
Subcommittee on 
Highways and Transit 

 
Bills PPACG is opposing 

Agenda Item 7C
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Bill # Title Bill Summary Sponsors Status 
H.R. 5465 GREEN Streets Act 

PPACG Legislative Theme: Transportation 
To amend title 23, United States Code, to require 
transportation planners to consider projects and 
strategies to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, 
and for other purposes.. 

House: 
Huffman (D-CA) 

House: Assigned to 
Committee on 
Transportation & 
Infrastructure, 
Subcommittee on 
Highways and Transit 

Bills PPACG is monitoring 
Bill # Title Bill Summary Sponsors Status 
H.R. 4218 CLEAR Act 

PPACG Legislative Theme: Air Quality 
To amend the Clean Air Act to facilitate State 
implementation of national ambient air quality 
standards, and for other purposes. 

House: 
Carter (R-GA) 
Griffith (R-VA) 
Allen (R-GA) 
Balderson (R-OH) 
Latta (R-OH) 
Newhouse (R-WA) 
Weber (R-TX) 
Pfluger (R-TX) 
Obernolte (R-CA) 

House: Assigned to 
Committee on Energy and 
Commerce 

Agenda Item 7C
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Upcoming Meeting Schedule 
 

Date Time Meeting 
November 19 3 p.m. Commission on Aging 
November 19 9 a.m. Water Quality Management Committee 
November 19 1 p.m. Air Quality Working Group 
November 20 8:30 a.m. Mobility Coordinating Committee – Executive Committee 
November 20 1:30 p.m. Transportation Advisory Committee 
November 20 2 p.m. Commission on Aging – Caregiving 
November 26 3 p.m. Community Advisory Committee 
 
December 1 8:30 a.m. Legislative Committee 
December 2 9:30 a.m. Mobility Coordinating Working Group 
December 3 9 a.m. Commission on Aging – Executive Committee 
December 5 9 a.m. Board of Directors Workshop 
December 10 9 a.m. Board of Directors 
December 17 9 a.m. Water Quality Management Committee 
December 17 1 p.m. Air Quality Working Group 
December 17 3 p.m. Commission on Aging 
December 18 10 a.m. Regional Advisory Council 
December 18 1:30 p.m. Transportation Advisory Committee 
December 18 2 p.m. Commission on Aging – Caregiving 
December 31 3 p.m. Community Advisory Committee 
 
January 5 8:30 a.m. Legislative Committee 
January 7 9 a.m. Commission on Aging – Executive Committee 
January 7 11 a.m. Regional Advisory Council – Executive Committee 
January 9 9 a.m. Board of Directors Workshop 
January 14 9 a.m. Board of Directors 
January 15 1:30 p.m. Transportation Advisory Committee 
January 21 3 p.m. Commission on Aging 
January 22 10 a.m. Regional Advisory Council 
January 28 9 a.m. Water Quality Management Committee 
January 28 1 p.m. Air Quality Working Group 
January 28 3 p.m. Community Advisory Committee 
 
Schedule as of November 14, 2025 

Agenda Item 11E
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Meetings may be added, changed or cancelled as needed. Current meeting schedule is available 
at ppacg.org. 

Agenda Item 11E
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