
Meeting Agenda 
Pikes Peak Commission on Aging 

Wednesday, January 21, 2026 3:00 PM 

In-Person 
Pikes Peak Area Council of Governments Main Conference Room 

14 S. Chestnut St., Colorado Springs, CO 80905 

Virtual: Microsoft Teams (Video and Audio) 
www.microsoft.com/en-us/microsoft-teams/join-a-meeting 

Meeting ID: 290 928 980 175 78 
Passcode: iS9WY23A 

Virtual: Phone (Audio Only) 
Phone: (929) 242-8427 

Conference ID: 309 575 06 

1. Call to Order / Establish a Quorum / Introductions
2. Election 2026 Officers
3. Agenda Approval
4. Consent Items

(These items will be acted upon as a whole, unless they are called up for discussion by a
Committee member or a citizen wishing to address the Committee.)
A. Approval of the minutes from the December 17, 2025, meeting 

5. Public Comments / Presentations
Public comments can be made before or during the meeting. Public comments during the
meeting is limited to three minutes and can be done at the meeting location or remotely
by using the posted Microsoft Teams link. Individuals are encouraged to notify the
meeting organizer at ppacg@ppacg.org before the start of the meeting with the agenda
item they would like to comment on. Public comments can be submitted before the
meeting via email to ppacg@ppacg.org for distribution to the committee members.

6. Action Items
A. At-large membership appointments 

7. Presentations
A. Open Records and Open Meetings 

8. Information Items
A. Membership Committee
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B. Jurisdiction Reports Update
C. Policy Committee

i. Colorado Center for Aging
ii. Pikes Peak Area Council of Governments Legislative Committee 

D. Colorado Commission on Aging
E. Pikes Peak Area Council of Governments Board of Directors Items
F. Chair Report

9. Working Session
A. Work groups planning and updates

i. Creating Age-Friendly Housing and Transportation
ii. Strengthening Caregiver Supports and Services
iii. Promoting Social Engagement and Inclusion

10. Discussion Items
A. Sale of Pinnacol Assurance

11. Member Entity Announcements
12. Meeting Schedule

A. Next meeting: February 18, 2026 – 3 p.m.
B. Executive Committee Meetings – First Wednesday of each month at 9 a.m.
C. Policy Committee Meetings – TBD
D. Working Groups:

i. Caregiving – 3rd Thursdays at 2 p.m.
ii. Social Engagement - 4th Thursdays at 12 p.m.

E. Upcoming Pikes Peak Area Council of Governments Meeting Schedule 
13. Items for Next Meeting
14. Adjournment

Pikes Peak Commission on Aging 
Principles of Engagement 

To support the mission and vision of the Pikes Peak Commission on Aging, the following 
Principles of Engagement are utilized to create and maintain a culture of collaboration and 
partnership among stakeholders and Commission members. The guiding principles are 
intended to define a behavioral model which addresses how individual members treat each 
other, communicate, participate, cooperate, support each other, and coordinate joint activity 
towards the greater whole. 

Work Integrity 
Collaboration: As team members we agree to always pitch in, when and where necessary, to 
help address problems and follow-up timely. 

2



Accountability: We agree to be accountable for our own actions, behavior and choices. 
Listen: We will listen with empathy, hear with understanding, avoid judgment and 
defensiveness, and solicit and discuss ideas.  
Reflection: Take note of collective successes on an annual basis. Celebrate the impact of work 
done. 
Kindness: We will always promote an environment that is safe for participation, open 
communication and where group members do not have to fear criticism or retribution.  
Ethics: We make decisions that reflect our values and principles; even when the decision may 
not be favorable to the majority or individually.  

Healthy Conflict Resolution 
Openness: Receive and deliver feedback with an open mind while offering suggestions for 
improvement. Generate ideas to resolve problems being dedicated to work through conflict. 
Language: Use language that avoids blame and strive to seek productive conversation.  

Meeting Etiquette 
Engagement: Be Present and prepared —each person should come to the meeting with the 
materials and data needed and an understanding of the meeting topic, practice active listening 
skills, be mindful of dominating conversation. 
Avoid distraction: Be mindful of the speaker, do not engage in side-bar conversations. 

The Pikes Peak Area Council of Governments will not discriminate against qualified individuals 
with disabilities. Meetings are available to join remotely via Microsoft Teams, and meetings 
include live transcription for remote and in-person attendees using automated software. Should 
you require any additional auxiliary aids or services to participate, please contact 
ppacg@ppacg.org or (719) 471-7080 x139 as soon as possible so that we can do our best to 
accommodate your needs. 

Si necesita ayuda con traducción, llame por favor al (719) 471-7080 x139 o ppacg@ppacg.org. 
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Roster 
Commission on Aging 

Chair: Paula Levy 
Vice Chair: Kathy Cerullo-Smith 

Thirty percent of the current voting committee membership (rounded up to the nearest whole 
number) shall constitute a quorum. 

Citizens-At-Large 
Kathy Cerullo-Smith: Expires Dec. 31, 2025 
Paula Levy: Expires Dec. 31, 2026* 
Kent Mathews: Expires March 12, 2028 
Dayton Romero: Expires Dec. 31, 2027* 
Phil Stafford: Expires Dec. 31, 2027 
Penny Whitney: Expires Dec. 31, 2027 

El Paso County 
Carolyn Kazden: Expires Feb. 12, 2028 
Steve Schleiker: Expires Feb. 12, 2028 
Wanda Wood: Expires Feb. 12, 2028 

Park County 
Penny Everest: Expires April 9, 2028 

Teller County 
Bob Foster: Expires Oct. 8, 2028 

Town of Monument 
Erin Eleuterio: Expires Oct. 8, 2028 

Town of Palmer Lake 
Atis Jurka: Expires Jan. 14, 2029 

Open Member Seats 
Alma 
Calhan 
Colorado Springs (3 seats) 
Fairplay 
Fountain 
Green Mountain Falls 
Manitou Springs 
Ramah 
Victor 
Woodland Park 
Cripple Creek 
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Meeting Minutes 
Pikes Peak Commission on Aging 

Wednesday, December 17, 2025, 3:00 PM 
 

In-Person 
Pikes Peak Area Council of Governments Main Conference Room 

14 S. Chestnut St., Colorado Springs, CO 80905 
 

Virtual: Microsoft Teams (Video and Audio) 
www.microsoft.com/en-us/microsoft-teams/join-a-meeting 

Meeting ID: 253 087 213 607 45 
Passcode: c82k47hg 

 
Virtual: Phone (Audio Only) 

Phone: (929) 242-8427 
Conference ID: 818 475 749 

 

1. Call to Order / Establish a Quorum / Introductions 
Chair Levy called the meeting to order at 3 p.m. A quorum was present. 

2. Agenda Approval 
Kathy Cerullo Smith motioned to approve, Phil Stafford seconded. The motion carried 
unanimously. 

3. Consent Items 
(These items will be acted upon as a whole, unless they are called up for discussion by a 
Committee member or a citizen wishing to address the Committee.) 
A. Approval of the minutes from the November 19, 2025, meeting  

Phil Stafford motioned to approve, Kathy Cerullo Smith seconded. The motion carried 
unanimously. 

4. Public Comments / Presentations 
Public comments can be made before or during the meeting. Public comments during the 
meeting is limited to three minutes and can be done at the meeting location or remotely 
by using the posted Microsoft Teams link. Individuals are encouraged to notify the 
meeting organizer at ppacg@ppacg.org before the start of the meeting with the agenda 
item they would like to comment on. Public comments can be submitted before the 
meeting via email to ppacg@ppacg.org for distribution to the committee members. 

5. Action Items 
6. Presentations 
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7. Information Items 
A. Membership Committee. 

New applicants Marilyn Dawson and Kim Nguyen attended. They have both submitted 
applications. 

B. Jurisdiction Reports Update 
Appointee to City of Colorado Springs. Discussion on recommending Phil Stafford to be 
presented to fill this appointment. 

C. Policy Committee 
i. Colorado Center for Aging. 

Jody shared that the Legislative Caucus on Aging will look different in 2026. 
ii. Pikes Peak Area Council of Governments Legislative Committee  

State budget forecast to be released on Dec. 19, 2025. Jan. 14, 2026 begins new state 
session. Federal Housing and Human Services budget may go through a minibus, 
Jan. 30, 2026, is deadline for federal operations to stay open.   

D. Colorado Commission on Aging 
E. Pikes Peak Area Council of Governments Board of Directors Items. 

The Regional Advisory Council is adopting its 2026-2028 funding recommendations on 
12/18 for Board approval in January. The Commission will present to the Board in 
February. 

F. Chair Report – Annual Planning Calendar . 
Chair Levy acknowledged the variety of activities the work groups were able to do 
during 2025. Especially the outreach activities and growing appointees from the 
different jurisdictions.  

8. Working Session 
A. Work groups planning and updates: 2026 Focus Areas  

i. Creating Age-Friendly Housing and Transportation. 
Next Colorado Springs Age Friendly meeting is January 15. 

ii. Strengthening Caregiver Supports and Services. 
Next meeting is Dec. 18, with a focus on sharing stories. Kim Nguyen will be a good 
addition with digital storytelling. Kent Mathews shared an article that Penny 
Whitney found, “We Had No Idea What Was Coming: Caring for my Aging Father.” 

iii. Promoting Social Engagement and Inclusion. 
Seeking a new meeting time. Also want to explore supporting rural efforts better. 

9. Discussion Items 
10. Member Entity Announcements 

• PPACG offices closed: December 24, 25 and January 1. 
• ASAging Conference in Atlanta April 20-23.   
• USAging Conference in July. Jody Barker and Penny Whitney have applied to present. 

11. Meeting Schedule 
A. Next meeting: January 21, 2026 – 3 p.m. 
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B. Executive Committee Meetings – First Wednesday of each month at 9 a.m.
C. Policy Committee Meetings – TBD
D. Working Groups:

i. Caregiving - 3rd Thursdays at 2 p.m.
ii. Social Engagement - 4th Thursdays at 12 p.m.

E. Upcoming Pikes Peak Area Council of Governments Meeting Schedule 
12. Items for Next Meeting
13. Adjournment

Pikes Peak Commission on Aging 
Principles of Engagement 

To support the mission and vision of the Pikes Peak Commission on Aging, the following 
Principles of Engagement are utilized to create and maintain a culture of collaboration and 
partnership among stakeholders and Commission members. The guiding principles are 
intended to define a behavioral model which addresses how individual members treat each 
other, communicate, participate, cooperate, support each other, and coordinate joint activity 
towards the greater whole. 

Work Integrity 
Collaboration: As team members we agree to always pitch in, when and where necessary, to 
help address problems and follow-up timely. 
Accountability: We agree to be accountable for our own actions, behavior and choices. 
Listen: We will listen with empathy, hear with understanding, avoid judgment and 
defensiveness, and solicit and discuss ideas.  
Reflection: Take note of collective successes on an annual basis. Celebrate the impact of work 
done. 
Kindness: We will always promote an environment that is safe for participation, open 
communication and where group members do not have to fear criticism or retribution.  
Ethics: We make decisions that reflect our values and principles; even when the decision may 
not be favorable to the majority or individually.  

Healthy Conflict Resolution 
Openness: Receive and deliver feedback with an open mind while offering suggestions for 
improvement. Generate ideas to resolve problems being dedicated to work through conflict. 
Language: Use language that avoids blame and strive to seek productive conversation.  

Meeting Etiquette 
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Engagement: Be Present and prepared —each person should come to the meeting with the 
materials and data needed and an understanding of the meeting topic, practice active listening 
skills, be mindful of dominating conversation. 
Avoid distraction: Be mindful of the speaker, do not engage in side-bar conversations. 

The Pikes Peak Area Council of Governments will not discriminate against qualified individuals 
with disabilities. Meetings are available to join remotely via Microsoft Teams, and meetings 
include live transcription for remote and in-person attendees using automated software. Should 
you require any additional auxiliary aids or services to participate, please contact 
ppacg@ppacg.org or (719) 471-7080 x139 as soon as possible so that we can do our best to 
accommodate your needs. 

Si necesita ayuda con traducción, llame por favor al (719) 471-7080 x139 o ppacg@ppacg.org. 
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Date: January 21, 2026 

To: Pikes Peak Commission on Aging  

Subject: At-large membership appointments 

Action Requested: Review and Recommend 

Summary 
Kim Nguyen and Marilyn Dawson have expressed interest in joining the Commission on Aging as 
at-large representatives. Both individuals are 60 years and older, and have previous experience 
with the Pikes Peak Area Agency on Aging, working with senior populations, and in advocacy and 
policy. 

Background 
Article V of the Pikes Peak Commission on Aging bylaws outline membership criteria. Section 3 
outlines the process for selection of members: 

The Commission will make recommendations to the Pikes Peak Area Council of Governments Board of 
Directors for appointment of at-large members to the Commission. The Board of Directors, thereafter, 
reviews the recommendations and shall, at its discretion, appoint members to the Commission. 

The Pikes Peak Area Council of Governments Board of Directors will approve all applications for 
membership and recommendations for representatives from jurisdictions or organizations. It reserves 
the right to review and approve/disapprove or withdraw that approval at any time. 

Proposed Motion 
Recommend to the Pikes Peak Area Council of Governments Board of Directors the appointment 
of Kim Nguyen and Marilyn Dawson as at-large members of the Commission on Aging. 

Strategic Plan Goals 
☒ Advocacy: Serve as an effective advocacy voice for common ground issues.
☐ Information Sharing: Serve as a significant resource for PPACG members to collect and share

information with regional partners.
☒ Aging: Expand and extend senior access, awareness, education, and connectivity to support

age-friendly communities and empower individual seniors.
☐ Transportation: Maintain and improve a coordinated, validated plan for transportation needs

across the PPACG region.
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☒ Program Excellence: Continue to excel in the key fundamental areas of PPACG: Military 
support, Environmental programs, Transportation, Area Agency on Aging, and regional 
communication and collaboration. 
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Open Meetings and
Open Records

Jan. 21, 2026
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Colorado Open Records Act (CORA)

• “It is declared to be the public policy of this state that all public records shall be open for inspection
by any person at reasonable times.”

• Originally passed in 1968, one year after the federal Freedom of Information Act.
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PPACG is subject to the Colorado Open Records Act

• CORA includes
- Documents – both electronic and hand-written
- Photos and videos
- Emails
- Teams and text messages
- Work-related materials on private devices or accounts

• CORA does not generally include
- Materials subject to privacy protections (i.e. HIPPA). Most AAA client records would fall under this protection.
- Personnel records
- Legal guidance or privileged information, or trade secrets
- “Work products” – drafts of documents before they are final

• If in doubt, assume that anything generated that is part of your work on this Commission could be subject to an
open records request.

• PPACG does not determine what the public decides is important to them. Unless we have a reason to withhold it,
then we are obligated to release it.
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Open Records Process

• Anybody can request a document for any reason.
- The requestor does not need to tell us why they need the requested information.

• Upon receipt, PPACG has three working days to either fulfill or deny the request, ask for clarifying
information to fulfill the request, or ask for an extension.

- We are only required to provide the information requested.
- We do not create new records to fulfill a request.

• If information is denied or blacked out, we must provide the reason why.
- We will need to cite the specific reason allowed to us in state statue.
- “Because it is embarrassing” or “because it can be taken out of context” are not valid reasons.

• The PPACG Public Information Officer will work with you if any records are subject of a CORA
request.
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Colorado Sunshine Law (Open Meetings Law)

• “It is declared to be a matter of statewide concern and the policy of this state that the formation of
public policy is public business and may not be conducted in secret.”

• A meeting is “any kind of gathering, convened to discuss public business, in person, by telephone,
electronically, or by any other means of communication.”

- Email is also considered another means of communication.
- Basic meeting info, like deciding a day and time to meet about public business, is not considered an open.

• A meeting takes place when three or more members, or a quorum of the group, whichever is
smaller, where Commission business is taking place.

• PPACG is required to provide public notice of all meetings. That includes
- 24 hour notice. PPACG has designated our two bulletin boards and our website as where the notices will be posted.
- Topics to be discussed in those meetings.
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Is it a public meeting?

• Rule making session and work session.
- Yes

• Side conversations during meeting breaks.
- Yes

• Meals and social events
- No, but if Committee business is discussed, then yes. For example, if all Commission members are invited to celebrate the opening of a facility, and

are being invited as Commission members, then it’s likely “yes.”

• Discussion about meeting dates and times
- No. As long as it’s just about when the next meeting can take place.

• Can I meet with someone, and then can I relay that information to another member?
- No. This is called a “serial meeting” and is interpreted as getting around the three-person or quorum requirement.
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Questions?
Jan. 21, 2026
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Current as of January 16, 2026 

Jump to: 
• Bills PPACG is supporting
• Bills PPACG is opposing
• Bills PPACG is monitoring
• Bills for PPACG consideration

Bills PPACG is supporting 
Bill # Title Bill Summary Sponsors Status 
H.R. 3030 Highway Formula Fairness Act 

PPACG Legislative Theme: Transportation 
To amend title 23, United States Code, to provide 
for a discretionary increase in certain highway 
funding to take into account population growth 
of a State, and for other purposes. 

House: 
Stanton (D-AZ) 
Gonzales (R-TX) 
Neguse (D-CO) 

House: Assigned to House 
Committee on 
Transportation & 
Infrastructure, 
Subcommittee on 
Highways and Transit 

H.R. 1733 

S. 784

Rural Veterans Transportation to Care 
Act 
PPACG Legislative Theme: Transportation, Aging 

To expand and modify the grant program of the 
Department of Veterans Affairs to provide 
innovative transportation options to veterans in 
highly rural areas, and for other purposes. 

House: 
Marie Gluesenkamp (D-WA) 
Ciscomani (R-AZ) 
Vasquez (D-NM) 
Davis (D-NC) 
Johnson (R-SD) 
Joyce (R-OH) 
Golden (D-ME) 
Pettersen (D-CO) 
Fitzpatrick (R-PA) 
Harder (D-CA) 
Nunn (R-IA) 
Vindman (D-VA) 
Strickland (D-WA) 
Lofgren (D-CA) 
Schrier (D-WA) 
Barr (R-KY) 

House: Assigned to 
Committee on Veterans’ 
Affairs, Subcommittee on 
Health 

Senate: Committee on 
Veterans’ Affairs Hearing 
on May 21 
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Horsford (D-NV) 
Whitesides (D-CA) 
Bresnahan (R-PA) 

Senate: 
Ossoff (D-GA) 
Collins (R-ME) 
Padilla (D-CA) 

H.R. 6387 FIRE Act 
PPACG Legislative Theme: Air Quality 

To amend the Clean Air Act to require revisions 
to regulations governing the review and 
handling of air quality monitoring data 
influenced by exceptional events or actions to 
mitigate wildfire risk. 

House: 
Evans (R-CO) 
Gray (D-CA) 
Gosar (R-AZ) 

House: Advanced from 
Subcommittee on 
Environment 13-10, to full 
Committee on Energy and 
Commerce 

S. 2120 Older Americans Act Reauthorization 
Act of 2025 
PPACG Legislative Theme: Aging 

To amend the Older Americans Act of 1965 to 
authorize appropriations for fiscal years 2026 
through 2030, and for other purposes. 

Senate: 
Cassidy (R-LA) 
Sanders (I-VT) 
Scott (R-FL) 
Gillibrand (D-NY) 
Collins (R-ME) 
Kaine (D-VA) 
Mullin (R-OK) 
Markey (D-MA) 
Murkowksi (R-AK) 
Luján (D-NM) 
Justice (R-WV) 
Moody (R-FL) 
Bennet (D-CO) 
Warnock (D-GA) 

Senate: Assigned to 
Senate Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor 
and, Pensions 

H.R. 4585 Agricultural and Rural Road 
Improvement Program Act 
PPACG Legislative Theme: Transportation 

To amend title 23, United States Code, to 
establish an agricultural and rural road 
improvement program, and for other purposes. 

House: 
Bost (R-IL) 
Riley (D-NY) 
Mann (R-KS) 
Nehls (R-TX) 
Hurd (R-CO) 
Onder (R-MO) 
Miller (R-IL) 
Feenstra (R-IA) 
Van Orden (R-WI) 
DesJarlais (R-TN) 

House: Assigned to 
Committee on 
Transportation & 
Infrastructure, 
Subcommittee on 
Highways and Transit 
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Finstad (R-MN) 
McClain (D-MD) 
Gray (D-CA) 
Wied (R-WI) 
Taylor (R-OH) 
Lucas (R-OK) 
Vasquez (D-NM) 

Bills PPACG is opposing 
Bill # Title Bill Summary Sponsors Status 
H.R. 5465 GREEN Streets Act 

PPACG Legislative Theme: Transportation 
To amend title 23, United States Code, to require 
transportation planners to consider projects and 
strategies to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, 
and for other purposes.. 

House: 
Huffman (D-CA) 
Lieu (D-CA) 

House: Assigned to 
Committee on 
Transportation & 
Infrastructure, 
Subcommittee on 
Highways and Transit 

Bills PPACG is monitoring 
Bill # Title Bill Summary Sponsors Status 
H.R. 4218 CLEAR Act 

PPACG Legislative Theme: Air Quality 
To amend the Clean Air Act to facilitate State 
implementation of national ambient air quality 
standards, and for other purposes. 

House: 
Carter (R-GA) 
Griffith (R-VA) 
Allen (R-GA) 
Balderson (R-OH) 
Latta (R-OH) 
Newhouse (R-WA) 
Weber (R-TX) 
Pfluger (R-TX) 
Obernolte (R-CA) 

House: Assigned to 
Committee on Energy and 
Commerce 

Bills for PPACG consideration 
Bill # Title Bill Summary Sponsors Status 
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Upcoming Meeting Schedule 

Date Time Meeting 
January 22 10 a.m. Regional Advisory Council 
January 22 12 p.m. Commission on Aging – Social Engagement 
January 28 9 a.m. Water Quality Management Committee 
January 28 1 p.m. Air Quality Work Group 
January 28 3 p.m. Community Advisory Committee 

February 2 8:30 a.m. Legislative Committee 
February 4 9 a.m. Commission on Aging – Executive Committee 
February 4 11 a.m. Regional Advisory Council – Executive Committee 
February 6 9 a.m. Board of Directors Workshop 
February 11 9 a.m. Board of Directors 
February 16 8:30 a.m. Legislative Committee 
February 18 3 p.m. Commission on Aging 
February 19 1:30 p.m. Transportation Advisory Committee 
February 19 2 p.m. Commission on Aging – Caregiving 
February 24 9:30 a.m. Mobility Coordinating Work Group 
February 25 9 a.m. Water Quality Management Committee 
February 25 1 p.m. Air Quality Work Group 
February 25 3 p.m. Community Advisory Committee 
February 26 10 a.m. Regional Advisory Council 

March 2 8:30 a.m. Legislative Committee 
March 4 9 a.m. Commission on Aging – Executive Committee 
March 4 11 a.m. Regional Advisory Council – Executive Committee 
March 6 9 a.m. Board of Directors Workshop 
March 11 9 a.m. Board of Directors 
March 16 8:30 a.m. Legislative Committee 
March 18 3 p.m. Commission on Aging 
March 19 1:30 p.m. Transportation Advisory Committee 
March 19 2 p.m. Commission on Aging – Caregiving 
March 25 9 a.m. Water Quality Management Committee 
March 25 1 p.m. Air Quality Work Group 
March 25 3 p.m. Community Advisory Committee 
March 26 10 a.m. Regional Advisory Council 
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Schedule as of January 16, 2026 
Meetings may be added, changed or cancelled as needed. Current meeting schedule is available 
at ppacg.org. 
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