
Meeting Agenda 
Legislative Committee 

Monday, February 2, 2026, 8:30 AM 

In-Person 
Pikes Peak Area Council of Governments Upper Conference Room 

15 S. 7th St., Colorado Springs, CO 80905 

Virtual: Microsoft Teams (Video and Audio) 
Meeting ID: 272 834 160 256 18 

Passcode: uB7WT7uv 

Virtual: Phone (Audio Only) 
Phone: (929) 242-8427 

Conference ID: 923 786 093 

This meeting is for PPACG directors, PPACG staff and PPACG's lobbyists to develop positions on 
legislation for consideration by the PPACG's Board of Directors. Guests are welcomed to attend 

and listen in, but guest participation is at the discretion of the chair/co-chair and attending 
directors. 

A quorum of Board of Directors members may be present. 

1. Call to Order
2. Election of Officers
3. Briefing on SB26-022: Dan Hodges, Government Affairs General Manager, Colorado

Springs utilities
4. State Issues

A. Updates from Bowditch & Cassell
B. Positioning on introduced bills 

5. Federal Issues
A. Bill status sheet 
B. Federal updates handout 

6. Member Open Discussion
7. Establish Next Meeting
8. Adjournment
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The Pikes Peak Area Council of Governments will not discriminate against qualified individuals 
with disabilities. Meetings are available to join remotely via Microsoft Teams, and meetings 
include live transcription for remote and in-person attendees using automated software. Should 
you require any additional auxiliary aids or services to participate, please contact 
ppacg@ppacg.org or (719) 471-7080 x139 as soon as possible so that we can do our best to 
accommodate your needs. 
 
Si necesita ayuda con traducción, llame por favor al (719) 471-7080 x139 o ppacg@ppacg.org. 
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The information contained herein is current as of today's date.

HB26-1001 Housing Developments on Qualifying Properties 

Comment:

Position:

Calendar
Notification:

Tuesday, February 3 2026
Transportation, Housing & Local Government
1:30 p.m. Room LSB-A
(1) in house calendar.

News:

Short Title: Housing Developments on Qualifying Properties

Sponsors: A. Boesenecker (D) | J. Mabrey (D) / T. Exum (D) | J. Gonzales (D)

Summary: The bill requires a subject jurisdiction, on or after December 31, 2027, to allow a
residential development to be constructed on a qualifying property that does not
contain an exempt parcel, subject to an administrative approval process. A qualifying
property is real property that contains no more than 5 acres of land and is owned by:

A nonprofit organization with a demonstrated history of providing affordable
housing;
A nonprofit organization that provides public transit;
A nonprofit organization that has entered into an agreement with another
nonprofit organization with a demonstrated history of providing affordable
housing, provided that the agreement requires the nonprofit organization with a
demonstrated history of providing affordable housing to develop a residential
development on the property;
A school district;
A state college or university;
A housing authority; or 3

Agenda Item 4B

https://statebillinfo.com/SBI/index.cfm?fuseaction=Bills.View2&billnum=HB26-1001


A local or regional transit district or a regional transportation authority serving
one or more counties.

If a subject jurisdiction requests, as part of an initial development application, that a
nonprofit organization with a demonstrated history of providing affordable housing
provide documentation that it meets required criteria, the nonprofit organization shall
provide the documentation.

A subject jurisdiction shall not:

Disallow construction of a residential development on a qualifying property on
the basis of height if the tallest structure in the residential development is no
more than 3 stories or 45 feet tall;
Disallow construction of a residential development on a qualifying property on
the basis of height if the tallest structure in the residential development complies
with the height-related standards for the zoning district in which the residential
development will be built or any zoning district that is contiguous to the
qualifying property on which the residential development will be built;
Disallow construction of a residential development on a qualifying property
based on the number of dwelling units that the residential development will
contain, except in accordance with standards listed in the bill; or
Apply standards to a residential development on a qualifying property that are
more restrictive than the standards the subject jurisdiction applies to similar
housing constructed within the subject jurisdiction, including standards related
to structure setbacks from property lines; lot coverage or open space; on-site
parking requirements; numbers of bedrooms in a multifamily residential
development; on-site landscaping, screening, and buffering requirements; or
minimum dwelling units per acre.

Provided that the uses are allowed conditionally or by right within the zoning district
in which a qualifying property is located, a subject jurisdiction shall allow the
following uses in a residential development on a qualifying property:

Child care; and
The provision of recreational, social, or educational services provided by
community organizations for use by the residents of the residential development
and the surrounding community.

The bill requires the owner of a qualifying property to notify the county assessor that
a subject jurisdiction has allowed the construction of a residential development on a
qualifying property within the county.

(Note: This summary applies to this bill as introduced.)

Status: 1/14/2026 Introduced In House - Assigned to Transportation, Housing & Local
Government

Status History: Status History

Amendments Link: No amendments found for this bill
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Fiscal Notes: Fiscal Note

HB26-1002 Provider Participation in Health Insurance 

Comment:

Position:

Calendar
Notification:

NOT ON CALENDAR

News:

Short Title: Provider Participation in Health Insurance

Sponsors: K. Brown (D) | L. Gilchrist (D) / M. Ball (D) | B. Pelton (R)

Summary: If a health-care provider has not submitted a claim for a period of at least 6 months,
the bill requires a commercial insurance carrier (carrier) to contact the provider to
confirm the provider's participation in the carrier's provider network and to
determine whether the provider is accepting new patients.

The bill includes mental health providers and substance use disorder providers as
providers who may participate in a carrier's provider network and expedites the
credentialing process for these providers.

The bill requires carriers to admit prelicensed providers into the carrier's network
and to reimburse prelicensed providers for services rendered when provided under
the supervision of a mental health provider or substance use disorder provider.

The bill requires a clinical social worker to complete 3,000 hours of post-master's
supervised clinical practice over a period of between 2 and 5 years in order to be
licensed.

The bill requires a managed care entity to contact providers enrolled in medicaid
who have not submitted a claim for at least 6 months to confirm the provider's
participation and to determine whether the provider is accepting new patients.

The bill expedites the medicaid enrollment process for mental health providers and
substance use disorder providers who apply to participate in the medicaid program.

(Note: This summary applies to this bill as introduced.)

Status: 1/14/2026 Introduced In House - Assigned to Health & Human Services

Status History: Status History
5
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Amendments Link: No amendments found for this bill

Fiscal Notes:

HB26-1010 Older Adult Support & Representation in Workforce 

Comment:

Position:

Calendar
Notification:

Thursday, February 19 2026
Business Affairs & Labor
1:30 p.m. Room 0112
(1) in house calendar.

News:

Short Title: Older Adult Support & Representation in Workforce

Sponsors: J. Willford (D) | J. Jackson (D) / J. Danielson (D)

Summary: The bill increases participation, representation, and support for individuals 60 years
old or older in the Colorado workforce and in organizations related to employment
and the workforce by:

Requiring the state work force development council (council), the Colorado
commission on the aging, and other entities to meet twice a year, collect data,
and work collaboratively on issues related to individuals in the workforce who
are 60 years old or older;
Requiring the department of labor and employment and the department of
human services to jointly submit a report compiling the data collected by the
council, the Colorado commission on the aging, and other entities to the general
assembly and requiring the department of labor and employment, during the
department's annual "SMART Act" hearings, to summarize the report to certain
legislative committees; and
Requiring that the council, the commission on higher education, the state
apprenticeship council, and the state board for community colleges and
occupational education, or their successor entities, each have at least one
member serving on their governing entity that is at least 60 years old and either
is actively involved in or has interest, knowledge, or experience in advocating
for the interests of individuals who are 60 years old or older as related to the
functions of each entity.
(Note: This summary applies to this bill as introduced.)

Status: 1/14/2026 Introduced In House - Assigned to Business Affairs & Labor
6
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Status History: Status History

Amendments Link: No amendments found for this bill

Fiscal Notes: Fiscal Note

HB26-1018 Long-term Care Services for Nursing Home Residents 

Comment:

Position:

Calendar
Notification:

NOT ON CALENDAR

News:

Short Title: Long-term Care Services for Nursing Home Residents

Sponsors: J. Jackson (D) | J. Joseph (D) / J. Amabile (D)

Summary: The bill requires an individual being discharged from a nursing facility to be
presumptively eligible for long-term services and supports under medicaid.

The bill requires the department of health care policy and financing (state
department) to determine presumptive eligibility and requires county departments of
human or social services (county departments) to set up the long-term services and
supports for an individual being discharged from a nursing facility prior to the
individual's discharge date.

The state department is required to submit an annual report to the state auditor and
post the report on the state department's website detailing information about the
individuals discharged from a nursing facility and the associated presumptive
eligibility determinations.

The bill establishes remedial measures against a county department if the county
department fails to set up long-term services and supports for the individual. The bill
establishes remedial measures against a nursing facility that fails to discharge an
individual on the discharge date due to a failure within the nursing facility's control
or fails to cooperate in good faith with the state department to ensure long-term care
services and supports are in place for the individual.

(Note: This summary applies to this bill as introduced.)

Status: 1/14/2026 Introduced In House - Assigned to Health & Human Services
7
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Status History: Status History

Amendments Link: No amendments found for this bill

Fiscal Notes:

HB26-1019 Kidney Screening Mandatory Preventive Coverage 

Comment:

Position:

Calendar
Notification:

NOT ON CALENDAR

News:

Short Title: Kidney Screening Mandatory Preventive Coverage

Sponsors: S. Lieder (D) | J. Bacon (D) / D. Roberts (D)

Summary: The bill adds kidney function screening services as preventive health-care services
for which insurance policies or contracts in the state must provide total-cost
coverage. Coverage for kidney function screening services will be implemented for
all large employer health benefit policies or contracts issued or renewed in this state
after January 1, 2027, and all individual and small group health benefit plans issued
or renewed in this state on or after January 1, 2028, as long as the state is not
required to defray the cost of the coverage of the kidney function screening services.
(Note: This summary applies to this bill as introduced.)

Status: 1/14/2026 Introduced In House - Assigned to Health & Human Services

Status History: Status History

Amendments Link: No amendments found for this bill

Fiscal Notes: Fiscal Note

HB26-1022 Jury Duty Opt-Out for People 72 Years or Older 
8
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Comment:

Position:

Calendar
Notification:

NOT ON CALENDAR

News:

Short Title: Jury Duty Opt-Out for People 72 Years or Older

Sponsors: C. Barron (R)

Summary: The bill allows a person who is 72 years old or older to choose to temporarily or
permanently opt out of jury service. The judge or jury commissioner may require
documentation in support of the opt-out.

(Note: This summary applies to this bill as introduced.)

Status: 1/29/2026 House Committee on State, Civic, Military, & Veterans Affairs Refer
Amended to Appropriations

Status History: Status History

Amendments Link: All amendments

Fiscal Notes: Fiscal Note

HB26-1036 Local Taxes on Vacant Residential Property 

Comment:

Position:

Calendar
Notification:

Monday, February 2 2026
Finance
1:30 p.m. Room 0112
(1) in house calendar.

News:

9
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Short Title: Local Taxes on Vacant Residential Property

Sponsors: B. Titone (D) | E. Velasco (D)

Summary: The bill authorizes a county or municipality (local government), after approval by
the electors of the local government, to impose an excise or a property tax, or both,
on vacant residential properties within the boundaries of the local government (local
taxes on vacant residential properties) ( sections 1 and 3 of the bill). A local
government may use the revenues collected from either tax only for affordable,
attainable, or workforce housing. A county assessor has no duty in implementing
local taxes on vacant residential properties, but in an assessor's discretion, the
assessor may assist by providing data and information to a local government or local
housing tax authority, and may enter into an intergovernmental agreement that
provides for compensation in exchange for the assessor's assistance.

The bill also creates a process for the creation of a local housing tax authority
(authority) by intergovernmental agreement to allow 2 or more counties, cities and
counties, or municipalities to form a joint taxing authority to collectively establish,
levy, collect, and enforce local taxes on vacant residential properties within the
boundaries of the authority ( section 2 ).
(Note: This summary applies to this bill as introduced.)

Status: 1/14/2026 Introduced In House - Assigned to Finance

Status History: Status History

Amendments Link: No amendments found for this bill

Fiscal Notes: Fiscal Note

HB26-1037 Ban Government Purchase of Personal Data from Third Party 

Comment:

Position:

Calendar
Notification:

NOT ON CALENDAR

News:

Short Title: Ban Government Purchase of Personal Data from Third Party

Sponsors: J. Bacon (D) | K. DeGraaf (R) / L. Cutter (D)
10
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Summary: The bill prohibits law enforcement and other government entities from purchasing,
or otherwise obtaining for anything of value, certain personal data from third parties.
Law enforcement agencies and other government entities are also prohibited from
sharing individuals' personal data between themselves.

Exceptions are created for obtaining personal data, including after obtaining a
judicial warrant, subpoena, or court order, when an individual consents to sharing
their data and, in the case of an emergency, involving a threat to a person's life or
physical safety.

The bill creates a private cause of action for an individual who has their personal
data obtained or shared in violation of the prohibitions in the bill. Personal data
obtained or shared is excluded from trial and other court proceedings, subject to
certain exceptions.

(Note: This summary applies to this bill as introduced.)

Status: 1/14/2026 Introduced In House - Assigned to Judiciary

Status History: Status History

Amendments Link: No amendments found for this bill

Fiscal Notes:

HB26-1038 County Commissioner Redistricting 

Comment:

Position:

Calendar
Notification:

Monday, February 2 2026
State, Civic, Military, & Veterans Affairs
1:30 p.m. Room LSB-A
(1) in house calendar.

News:

Short Title: County Commissioner Redistricting

Sponsors: A. Paschal (D) / M. Snyder (D)

Summary: Under current law, certain boards of county commissioners must appoint county
commissioner redistricting commissions to adopt plans to divide the relevant
counties into as many county commissioner districts as there are county
commissioners elected by voters of their district (plan). The bill requires these11
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boards of county commissioners to appoint independent county commissioner
redistricting commissions, modifies the criteria for who may serve on these
commissions, and requires the boards of county commissioners to adopt a final plan
that was one of the final plans approved by an independent county commissioner
redistricting commission. The bill also removes the role of advisory committees in
the process of adopting a plan and divides that role among staff and the independent
county commissioner redistricting commissions.

Further, the bill requires an independent county commissioner redistricting
commission to adopt a numerical measure of county commissioner district
competitiveness and to use that measure in determining county commissioner
districts.

(Note: This summary applies to this bill as introduced.)

Status: 1/14/2026 Introduced In House - Assigned to State, Civic, Military, & Veterans
Affairs

Status History: Status History

Amendments Link: No amendments found for this bill

Fiscal Notes: Fiscal Note

HB26-1043 Transportation Network Company Discriminatory Practices 

Comment:

Position:

Calendar
Notification:

Thursday, February 19 2026
Business Affairs & Labor
1:30 p.m. Room 0112
(2) in house calendar.

News:

Short Title: Transportation Network Company Discriminatory Practices

Sponsors: G. Rydin (D)

Summary: Under current law, the public utilities commission (commission) may assess a civil
penalty in an amount up to $550 against a transportation network company (TNC) if
the TNC had written notice of a TNC driver's violation of certain prohibitions
against discriminating against riders and the TNC failed to reasonably address the
violation. Additionally, a driver is required to report to the TNC any refusal by the12
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driver to provide services to a rider, and the TNC is required to annually report all
such refusals to the commission.

The bill removes the condition that a TNC first have written notice of a driver's
violation of the discriminatory prohibitions before a civil penalty may be assessed
against the TNC and increases the maximum civil penalty to $5,000. The bill also
requires:

A TNC to provide monthly, rather than annual, reporting to the commission
regarding drivers' refusal to provide services;
A TNC to provide a mechanism to allow a consumer to report a driver's refusal
to provide transport to the consumer directly on the TNC's digital platform,
which information must be included in the TNC's monthly report; and
The commission to anonymize the TNCs' monthly reports and make the
anonymized reports available to the public.

The commission may assess a civil penalty in an amount up to $5,000 for a TNC's
failure to comply with the reporting requirements.

(Note: This summary applies to this bill as introduced.)

Status: 1/14/2026 Introduced In House - Assigned to Business Affairs & Labor

Status History: Status History

Amendments Link: No amendments found for this bill

Fiscal Notes:

HB26-1053 Motor Vehicle Regulation Administration 

Comment:

Position:

Calendar
Notification:

Monday, February 9 2026
Finance
1:30 p.m. Room 0112
(2) in house calendar.

News:

Short Title: Motor Vehicle Regulation Administration

Sponsors: T. Mauro (D)
13
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Summary: Under current law, an owner of a vehicle that pays specific ownership tax, except
intrastate commercial carriers, have their license plates retired and are reissued new
plates when the vehicle's ownership is transferred. The bill repeals this requirement
and authorizes the owner to transfer the plates to a new motor vehicle.

Current law provides for an electronic vehicle registration and titling system
(electronic system). The bill requires the department of revenue (department) to
develop an application programming interface for this electronic system. The
department must provide the application programming interface to its authorized
agents. An authorized agent may use this interface or use the agent's own interface
system. The department may adopt rules governing the authorized agent's use of
such an interface with the electronic system.

The bill requires the department to develop, implement, and maintain a
comprehensive contingency plan to ensure continuity of operations and the
protection of critical services in the event of a disruption in vehicle licensing
operations. Standards are set for the contingency plan. The governor's office of
information technology must provide the appropriate network and equipment
support to the department.

Current law provides for the keep Colorado wild pass, which allows people to obtain
a Colorado parks pass for a motor vehicle for a reduced fee when registering the
motor vehicle. The bill requires the authorized agent of the department to retain
3.33% of the fee.

(Note: This summary applies to this bill as introduced.)

Status: 1/14/2026 Introduced In House - Assigned to Finance

Status History: Status History

Amendments Link: No amendments found for this bill

Fiscal Notes:

HB26-1065 Transit and Housing Investment Zones 

Comment:

Position:

Calendar
Notification:

Monday, February 16 2026
Finance
1:30 p.m. Room 0112
(1) in house calendar.

News:
14
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Short Title: Transit and Housing Investment Zones

Sponsors: J. McCluskie (D) | S. Woodrow (D) / D. Roberts (D) | T. Exum (D)

Summary: Section 2 of the bill creates the "Transit Investment Area Act" and:

Creates a mechanism for a local government and transit agency, subject to state
approval, to undertake a transit investment project (project), to designate a
transit investment area (area) in which the project will be built, and to create a
transit investment authority (authority) or to designate other financing entities
with the power to receive and use the increment of revenue derived from the
state sales tax collected in the area that is equal to the amount of state sales tax
revenue collected in an area above a designated base amount plus 20% of that
same revenue (state sales tax increment revenue) to be used to finance eligible
improvements related to the project;
Allows a local government to apply to the office of economic development and
the Colorado economic development commission (commission) to undertake a
project, and, in connection with the project, to form an authority or to designate
a county revitalization authority, metropolitan district, or urban renewal
authority as the approved financing entity;
Specifies the information that a local government is required to include in the
application for a project and the criteria that the project is required to satisfy to
be approved;
Requires the director of the office of economic development (director) to review
each application for a project and to make an initial determination regarding
whether the application meets the specified criteria;
Requires the director to forward each application to the commission with a
recommendation regarding whether the project should be approved;
Directs the commission to review each application and to approve or reject the
project and, as part of the approval of a project, allows the commission to
authorize the collection and use of the state sales tax increment revenue for a
designated number of years not to exceed 30 years;
Allows the commission to approve no more than 3 transit investment projects in
any calendar year and no more than 6 in total;
Allows the commission to dedicate no more than $75 million in a fiscal year to
the transit investment projects it approves;
If requested by the local government, allows the commission to authorize the
creation of an authority to receive and spend state sales tax increment revenue;
Specifies that an authority is governed by a board consisting of a certain number
of members appointed by the commission and a certain number of members
appointed by the local government;
Specifies the powers of the authority and the manner in which the state sales tax
increment revenue is divided and used;
Requires the financing entity for a project to submit a report containing
specified information to the commission; and
Authorizes a county revitalization authority, an urban renewal authority, or a
metropolitan district to receive and disburse the state sales tax increment
revenue generated within an area and to act as the financing entity for the area.

Section 9 creates the Colorado affordable housing in transit investment zones tax
credit (tax credit). The tax credit is administered in the same manner as the Colorado
affordable housing in transit-oriented communities tax credit; except that the tax
credit is awarded in connection with qualified low- and middle-income housing
projects in transit and housing zones. The bill allows $50 million of credits to be15
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awarded each calendar year beginning in the 2027 calendar year through the 2033
calendar year.
(Note: This summary applies to this bill as introduced.)

Status: 1/21/2026 Introduced In House - Assigned to Finance

Status History: Status History

Amendments Link: No amendments found for this bill

Fiscal Notes:

HB26-1066 Tax Exemptions Low Income Rental Property Development 

Comment:

Position:

Calendar
Notification:

NOT ON CALENDAR

News:

Short Title: Tax Exemptions Low Income Rental Property Development

Sponsors: R. Stewart (D) | K. Stewart (D) / M. Ball (D)

Summary: Current law provides an exemption for taxation on property acquired and developed
for low-income housing by nonprofit housing providers, community land trusts, and
nonprofit affordable homeownership developers. The bill expands the exemption to
also include property intended for low-income residential rental property.

(Note: This summary applies to this bill as introduced.)

Status: 1/21/2026 Introduced In House - Assigned to Finance

Status History: Status History

Amendments Link: No amendments found for this bill

Fiscal Notes:
16
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SB26-022 Challenges Meeting 2030 Emissions Reduction Goals 

Comment:

Position:

Calendar
Notification:

NOT ON CALENDAR

News:

Short Title: Challenges Meeting 2030 Emissions Reduction Goals

Sponsors: M. Snyder (D) | C. Simpson (R) / J. Caldwell (R) | A. Paschal (D)

Summary: Current law requires certain entities to file a clean energy plan (plan) to achieve an
80% decrease of greenhouse gas emissions caused by the entity's electricity sales in
Colorado by 2030 relative to 2005 levels. Other entities may voluntarily choose to
file a plan.

Under current law, no later than March 31, 2026, an entity required to submit a plan
may inform the division of administration (division) in the department of public
health and environment in writing of challenges the entity is encountering or expects
to encounter in achieving the 80% reduction of greenhouse gas emissions by 2030.
The bill clarifies that an entity that has voluntarily submitted a plan may also inform
the division of challenges the entity is encountering or expects to encounter in
achieving the 80% reduction of greenhouse gas emissions by 2030. The bill also
extends the deadline by which an entity must inform the division of challenges from
March 31, 2026, to May 31, 2026.

A cooperative electric association (association) exempted from regulation by the
public utilities commission or a municipal utility (utility) that informs the division of
challenges the association or utility is encountering or expects to encounter has until
December 31, 2026, to submit to the division an updated plan with the earliest year,
not later than 2040, that the association or utility expects to be able to achieve the
80% decrease of greenhouse gas emissions, relative to 2005 levels, without
impairing the association's or utility's ability to maintain applicable electric
reliability standards and without increasing the association's or utility's average
annual electric rates greater than 1.5%.

The bill prohibits the air quality control commission and the division from
undertaking any action that impairs the association's or utility's ability to maintain
applicable electric reliability standards or that increases the association's or utility's
average annual electric rates greater than 1.5%.

(Note: This summary applies to this bill as introduced.)

Status: 1/14/2026 Introduced In Senate - Assigned to Transportation & Energy
17
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Status History: Status History

Amendments Link: No amendments found for this bill

Fiscal Notes:

SB26-024 State & Local Unmanned Aircraft Regulation 

Comment:

Position:

Calendar
Notification:

Thursday, February 5 2026
SENATE LOCAL GOVERNMENT & HOUSING COMMITTEE
1:30 PM SCR 357
(1) in senate calendar.

News:

Short Title: State & Local Unmanned Aircraft Regulation

Sponsors: L. Liston (R) | D. Michaelson Jenet (D) / M. Soper (R)

Summary: The bill creates the "Unmanned Aircraft Systems Rights and Authorities Act". The
bill does the following:

Authorizes an individual to operate an unmanned aircraft system (drone system)
for recreational purposes in this state;
Authorizes a person to operate a drone system for commercial purposes within
this state if the business is lawful and the operation is in compliance with state
and federal law;
Prohibits the state or a political subdivision of the state (local government) from
requiring the registration of an unmanned aircraft or a drone system beyond
what may be required by state and federal law;
Clarifies that the operation of a drone system in compliance with federal law
does not, standing alone, give rise to legal liability;
Establishes and limits the regulatory authority of the state; and
Establishes and limits the regulatory authority of a local government.

In connection with establishing and limiting the regulatory authority of the state, the
bill authorizes the state to regulate the use of drone systems owned by or used by the
state or launching from or landing on state property. Exceptions to the state's
regulatory authority are made for emergencies, maintenance, technical malfunctions,
and law enforcement.

In connection with establishing and limiting the regulatory authority of local
governments, the bill prohibits a local government from regulating ownership,18
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operation, design, manufacture, testing, maintenance, licensing, registration,
certification, or equipment requirements or qualifications, training, or certification of
a pilot, operator, or observer. A local government may regulate the use of drone
systems owned by or used by the local government or launching from or landing on
local government property. A local government's resolution or ordinance that is
general in nature, such as a nuisance regulation, applies to a drone system.

(Note: This summary applies to this bill as introduced.)

Status: 1/14/2026 Introduced In Senate - Assigned to Local Government & Housing

Status History: Status History

Amendments Link: No amendments found for this bill

Fiscal Notes: Fiscal Note

SB26-030 Local Access State Parks Grant Program 

Comment:

Position:

Calendar
Notification:

Tuesday, February 10 2026
SENATE STATE, VETERANS, & MILITARY AFFAIRS COMMITTEE
2:00 PM SCR 352
(1) in senate calendar.

News:

Short Title: Local Access State Parks Grant Program

Sponsors: M. Baisley (R)

Summary: In accordance with the "Keep Colorado Wild Pass Act", a person registering their
motor vehicle in Colorado may, at the time of registration, elect to purchase a keep
Colorado wild pass as an annual state parks and public lands pass for their motor
vehicle. The keep Colorado wild pass provides the person access by car, bike, or foot
to any Colorado state park or other participating public land for the duration of the
vehicle's registration period. The option to purchase a keep Colorado wild pass is
offered at the time of registration of any passenger motor vehicle, light-weight truck,
motorcycle, or recreational vehicle. Currently, the cost for a keep Colorado wild pass
is $29.

All money collected from the purchase and sale of the keep Colorado wild pass is
remitted to the department of revenue, which in turn transmits the money, minus19
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administrative costs, to the state treasurer.

By statute, the first $36 million collected from the keep Colorado wild pass is
allocated to the following 3 funds:

$32.5 million to the parks and outdoor recreation cash fund for state parks
maintenance, staffing, and resources;
$2.5 million to the backcountry search and rescue fund, in furtherance of the
goal of supporting Colorado's search and rescue volunteers who respond to
backcountry emergencies and who develop educational programs and campaigns
to promote backcountry safety; and
$1 million to the Colorado avalanche information center fund, in furtherance of
the goal of protecting winter recreationists by supporting backcountry avalanche
safety and awareness.

The amounts allocated to these 3 funds are adjusted annually based on changes to the
United States department of labor's bureau of labor statistics consumer price index
for Denver-Aurora-Lakewood for all items and all urban consumers.

After allocating the first $36 million to the 3 funds, as specified above, statute
currently directs the state treasurer to credit any remaining money collected from the
purchase and sale of the keep Colorado wild pass as follows:

One-half of any remaining money is credited to the wildlife cash fund; and
One-half of any remaining money is credited to the parks and outdoor recreation
cash fund, in furtherance of the goals of:
Building and maintaining new state parks on a regular basis in partnership with
local governments, conservationists, recreationists, and other land management
agencies; and
Funding Colorado regional outdoor partnerships to support community-driven
conservation and recreation planning and projects.

The bill modifies how, after the allocation of the first $36 million, any remaining
money collected from the purchase and sale of the keep Colorado wild pass is
allocated. The bill creates the state park and state wildlife area access cash fund
(fund) for the purpose of supporting local governments in efforts to improve roads
and other infrastructure that provide local access to state parks and state wildlife
areas accessed from within a local government's boundary (local access). The bill
directs the entirety of any remaining money to the fund, instead of dividing and
allocating the remaining money between the wildlife cash fund and the parks and
outdoor recreation cash fund.

The bill also creates the state park and state wildlife area access grant program (grant
program). The bill requires the division of local government (division) in the
department of local affairs to administer the grant program and to award grants to
local governments that apply for a grant to improve local access. Money in the fund
is used to pay the grant awards.

The bill preserves the current allocation of the first $36 million, adjusted annually, to
the parks and outdoor recreation cash fund, the backcountry search and rescue fund,
and the Colorado avalanche information center fund. The bill also specifies that, if
no applications for local access grants are received by the division by December 31,
2029, and by December 31 for each year thereafter, half of the remaining money
collected from the purchase and sale of the keep Colorado wild pass is transferred to
the wildlife cash fund and half is transferred to the parks and outdoor recreation cash
fund in furtherance of specific goals.
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(Note: This summary applies to this bill as introduced.)

Status: 1/14/2026 Introduced In Senate - Assigned to State, Veterans, & Military Affairs

Status History: Status History

Amendments Link: No amendments found for this bill

Fiscal Notes: Fiscal Note
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Current as of January 30, 2026 

Jump to: 
• Bills PPACG is supporting
• Bills PPACG is opposing
• Bills PPACG is monitoring
• Bills for PPACG consideration

Bills PPACG is supporting 
Bill # Title Bill Summary Sponsors Status 
H.R. 3030 Highway Formula Fairness Act 

PPACG Legislative Theme: Transportation 
To amend title 23, United States Code, to provide 
for a discretionary increase in certain highway 
funding to take into account population growth 
of a State, and for other purposes. 

House: 
Stanton (D-AZ) 
Gonzales (R-TX) 
Neguse (D-CO) 

House: Assigned to House 
Committee on 
Transportation & 
Infrastructure, 
Subcommittee on 
Highways and Transit 

H.R. 1733 

S. 784

Rural Veterans Transportation to Care 
Act 
PPACG Legislative Theme: Transportation, Aging 

To expand and modify the grant program of the 
Department of Veterans Affairs to provide 
innovative transportation options to veterans in 
highly rural areas, and for other purposes. 

House: 
Marie Gluesenkamp (D-WA) 
Ciscomani (R-AZ) 
Vasquez (D-NM) 
Davis (D-NC) 
Johnson (R-SD) 
Joyce (R-OH) 
Golden (D-ME) 
Pettersen (D-CO) 
Fitzpatrick (R-PA) 
Harder (D-CA) 
Nunn (R-IA) 
Vindman (D-VA) 
Strickland (D-WA) 
Lofgren (D-CA) 
Schrier (D-WA) 
Barr (R-KY) 

House: Assigned to 
Committee on Veterans’ 
Affairs, Subcommittee on 
Health 

Senate: Committee on 
Veterans’ Affairs Hearing 
on May 21 
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Horsford (D-NV) 
Whitesides (D-CA) 
Bresnahan (R-PA) 

Senate: 
Ossoff (D-GA) 
Collins (R-ME) 
Padilla (D-CA) 

H.R. 502 Protecting Infrastructure Investments 
for Rural America Act 
PPACG Legislative Theme: Transportation 

To ensure the rural surface transportation grant 
program is accessible to rural areas, and for 
other purposes. 

House: 
Finstad (R-MN) 
Golden (D-ME) 
Stauber (R-MN) 
Mann (R-KS) 
Fischbach (R-MN) 
Van Orden (R-WI) 
Moolenaar (R-MI) 
Flood (R-NE) 
Tiffany (R-WI) 

House: Assigned to House 
Committee on 
Transportation & 
Infrastructure, 
Subcommittee on 
Highways and Transit 

S. 2120 Older Americans Act Reauthorization 
Act of 2025 
PPACG Legislative Theme: Aging 

To amend the Older Americans Act of 1965 to 
authorize appropriations for fiscal years 2026 
through 2030, and for other purposes. 

Senate: 
Cassidy (R-LA) 
Sanders (I-VT) 
Scott (R-FL) 
Gillibrand (D-NY) 
Collins (R-ME) 
Kaine (D-VA) 
Mullin (R-OK) 
Markey (D-MA) 
Murkowksi (R-AK) 
Luján (D-NM) 
Justice (R-WV) 
Moody (R-FL) 
Bennet (D-CO) 
Warnock (D-GA) 

Senate: Assigned to 
Senate Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor 
and, Pensions 

H.R. 4585 Agricultural and Rural Road 
Improvement Program Act 
PPACG Legislative Theme: Transportation 

To amend title 23, United States Code, to 
establish an agricultural and rural road 
improvement program, and for other purposes. 

House: 
Bost (R-IL) 
Riley (D-NY) 
Mann (R-KS) 
Nehls (R-TX) 
Hurd (R-CO) 

House: Assigned to 
Committee on 
Transportation & 
Infrastructure, 
Subcommittee on 
Highways and Transit 
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Onder (R-MO) 
Miller (R-IL) 
Feenstra (R-IA) 
Van Orden (R-WI) 
DesJarlais (R-TN) 
Finstad (R-MN) 
McClain (D-MD) 
Gray (D-CA) 
Wied (R-WI) 
Taylor (R-OH) 
Lucas (R-OK) 
Vasquez (D-NM) 

H.R. 6387 FIRE Act 
PPACG Legislative Theme: Air Quality 

To amend the Clean Air Act to require revisions 
to regulations governing the review and 
handling of air quality monitoring data 
influenced by exceptional events or actions to 
mitigate wildfire risk. 

House: 
Evans (R-CO) 
Gray (D-CA) 
Gosar (R-AZ) 

House: Passed by Energy 
& Commerce on Jan. 21, 
27-23, awaiting House
floor vote

Bills PPACG is opposing 
Bill # Title Bill Summary Sponsors Status 
H.R. 5465 GREEN Streets Act 

PPACG Legislative Theme: Transportation 
To amend title 23, United States Code, to require 
transportation planners to consider projects and 
strategies to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, 
and for other purposes.. 

House: 
Huffman (D-CA) 
Lieu (D-CA) 

House: Assigned to 
Committee on 
Transportation & 
Infrastructure, 
Subcommittee on 
Highways and Transit 

Bills PPACG is monitoring 
Bill # Title Bill Summary Sponsors Status 
H.R. 4218 CLEAR Act 

PPACG Legislative Theme: Air Quality 
To amend the Clean Air Act to facilitate State 
implementation of national ambient air quality 
standards, and for other purposes. 

House: 
Carter (R-GA) 
Griffith (R-VA) 
Allen (R-GA) 
Balderson (R-OH) 
Latta (R-OH) 
Newhouse (R-WA) 
Weber (R-TX) 
Pfluger (R-TX) 
Obernolte (R-CA) 

House: Passed by Energy 
& Commerce on Jan. 21, 
27-23, awaiting House
floor vote
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Bills for PPACG consideration 
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Federal updates compiled by Pikes Peak Area Council of Governments 
 

January 30, 2026 
 
Jump to: 

• Updates from the National Association of Regional Councils 
• Updates from the federal delegation 

o Senator Bennet 
o Senator Hickenlooper 
o Representative Crank  

• Updates from Congressional committees of interest 
o House Minority Transportation & Infrastructure (Transportation Planning) 
o House Minority Education & Workforce (Older Americans Act) 
o House Majority Energy & Commerce (Water Quality, Air Quality) 
o House Minority Energy & Commerce (Water Quality, Air Quality) 
o House Majority Appropriations 
o House Minority Appropriations 
o Senate Majority Environment and Public Works (Transportation Planning, Water 

Quality, Air Quality) 
o Senate Minority Environment and Public Works (Transportation Planning, Water 

Quality, Air Quality) 
o Senate Minority Appropriations 
o Senate Aging  
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Updates from the National Association of Regional Councils 
 
The Senate is in session. The House will return on Feb. 2, 2026. 
 
CONGRESS 
DHS Dispute Continues as Partial Shutdown Nears 
The House appropriations mini-bus HR 7148, a $1.3 trillion dollar, six-bill spending package 
including spending for the Department of Homeland Security (DHS), failed to pass the Senate 
today ahead of Friday’s midnight funding deadline. The dispute stems from the recent deaths of 
two American citizens during operations by Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE), a 
federal agency funded by DHS. Senate Democrats proposed a series of reforms—including 
prohibiting masks, wearing body cameras, and having an enforceable code of conduct to hold 
agents accountable. Senate leadership on both sides of the aisle are attempting to negotiate an 
agreement that would approve five of the six appropriations bills and pass a short-term 
continuing resolution for homeland security funding. This would buy more time for negotiations 
around proposed changes to immigration enforcement. Even if this plan is agreed to, the 
measure would return to the House, where it is unclear if and when it would pass. With 
appropriations expiring Friday and six measures still pending, a partial shutdown looms large in 
Washington, DC. 
 
The six-bill package contains annual appropriations for Transportation, Housing and Urban 
Development (THUD). The THUD title provides USDOT with $28.5 billion in discretionary 
spending, $83.3 in mandatory obligations, and protects $34 billion in advanced appropriations 
from the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA). The bill repurposes $879 million in EV 
charging funds and cuts $928 million in high-speed rail grants. It also includes $100 million to 
support transit agencies in World Cup host cities and $94 million for transportation projects 
related to the 2028 Olympics.   
 
Risk of Possible Government Shutdown Grows  
Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer (D-NY) stated that Democrats would not provide the 
necessary votes for a six-bill spending package if it included funding for the Department of 
Homeland Security (DHS). To pass the spending package that includes the remaining six 
appropriations bills, Republicans will need 60 votes, which will require Democratic support. 
Several Democratic senators have indicated that they will vote no on the spending package 
following the shooting in Minnesota, adding that they will need additional assurances to hold 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) accountable.   
 
The House has passed all 12 appropriations bills. The six spending bills that remain for the 
Senate to pass are: Defense, Labor–HHS–Education (LHHS), Transportation–HUD (THUD), 
Financial Services and General Government (FSGG), Homeland Security, and State and Foreign 
Operations (SFOP). An appropriations status table can be found here. The deadline to pass the 
remaining spending packages is January 30 at 11:59 p.m. 
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Farm Bill Markup Expected in Late February  
A farm bill markup has been tentatively scheduled for the week of February 23, and House 
Republicans are hoping to bring the bill to the floor for a vote before the Easter recess. The farm 
bill will address a number of issues, such as rural development and agricultural research 
programs, that were left out of the “One Big Beautiful Bill.” The legislation is expected to largely 
reflect the farm bill that advanced out of committee in 2024.    
 
ADMINISTRATION 
Federal Judge Orders USDOT to Release NEVI Funds  
US District Judge Tana Lin for the Western District of Washington issued a ruling barring USDOT 
from revoking funds for the National Electric Vehicle Infrastructure (NEVI) program. NEVI, a $5 
billion Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA) program, provides formula funding for the 
construction of electric vehicle charging stations on highways across the country. USDOT 
suspended the program in February of 2025. Later that year, 20 states and the District of 
Columbia sued USDOT. While the Court's decision marks a victory for EV proponents, the recent 
THUD appropriations bill redirects $879 million of NEVI funds to other priorities in USDOT. 
 
Report Documents USDOT’s Adoption of AI in Rulemaking  
A new report from ProPublica, documents USDOT’s push to incorporate artificial intelligence into 
federal rulemaking. The report, drawing from interviews with anonymous USDOT staff, profiles 
the agency’s adoption of Google Gemini in their regulation-drafting process. According to notes 
from a January meeting, USDOT General Counsel Gregory Zerzan stated that “we don’t need the 
perfect rule on XYZ. We don’t even need a very good rule on XYZ... we want good enough.” The 
adoption of AI appears to be part of a strategy to focus on quantity, not quality of administrative 
regulations. While critics believe error-prone AI models should not be trusted to write 
consequential regulations, proponents see the technology as a useful tool to automate time-
consuming tasks and make the agency more efficient. The report indicates that USDOT will be 
the first federal agency to write rules and regulations using artificial intelligence. 
 
FEMA Winter Storm Fern Guidance   
In light of winter weather impacting large portions of the country, the Federal Emergency 
Management Administration (FEMA) is reminding regions, local governments, and individuals to 
stay informed and prepared. FEMA’s winter storm webpage includes current state of emergency 
declarations, readiness and safety guidance, and information on how to receive the latest 
updates from local officials.  
 
DOE Eliminating Several Green New Deal Loans   
The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) announced a major overhaul of its federal energy lending 
portfolio, stating it will restructure, revise, or eliminate more than $83 billion in loans and 
conditional commitments approved during the Biden administration after completing a 
year‑long review of roughly $104 billion in obligations. The department said nearly $30 billion 
has already been de‑obligated and another $53 billion is under revision, with about $9.5 billion 
in wind and solar projects eliminated and financing redirected toward natural gas and nuclear 
projects to emphasize affordability, reliability, and taxpayer protection. The restructured office, 
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now called the Office of Energy Dominance Financing, retains more than $289 billion in 
remaining loan authority and plans to prioritize investments aligned with the current 
administration’s energy and economic goals.  
 
EPA Hosts a Roundtable with the Data Center Coalition  
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) held a roundtable with the Data Center 
Coalition, which includes senior officials in the Trump administration, to discuss advancing 
artificial intelligence while maintaining low energy prices and protecting clean air, land, and 
water. One of the EPA’s priorities is to make the United States the AI capital of the world while 
ensuring that operations remain clean and rely on American energy.  
 
The roundtable included participants from the Office of Air and Radiation as well as the Office of 
Water. As part of this effort, the EPA launched a website titled “Clean Air Act Resources for Data 
Centers” to help local communities, developers, and Tribal governments access centralized 
information related to data centers and the Clean Air Act.  
 
HUD Orders Citizenship Verification for All Tenants in HUD-Funded Housing  
Following an internal audit, the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), in 
coordination with the Department of Homeland Security (DHS), identified more than 200,000 
tenants in HUD‑funded housing who require eligibility verification. The department announced 
all public housing authorities (PHAs) and owners of HUD‑funded housing have 30 days to correct 
the audit findings.  
 
This action follows a letter sent last month by HUD to all PHAs reiterating their legal obligations 
under Section 214 of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1980, which restricts 
federal housing assistance to eligible residents. The effort builds on the “American Housing 
Programs for American Citizens” Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between HUD and DHS 
that was signed last year.           
 
OTHER FEDERAL NEWS 
Supreme Court to Rule on State Sovereign Immunity for Transit Agency  
The Supreme Court heard oral arguments last week in the consolidated appeals from two 
lawsuits against New Jersey Transit—a public transit agency spanning New Jersey with 
terminating stations in Pennsylvania and New York. The legal question centers on whether New 
Jersey Transit is an “arm of the state”, and thus has protection from being sued, sovereign 
immunity, in state court outside of New Jersey. The Supreme Court is expected to issue a 
decision by this summer, and the decision could affect other publicly created multi-state 
corporations, such as transit agencies and economic development corporations. If the Supreme 
Court rules in favor of the plaintiffs, the decision would open these organizations to lawsuits in 
other states.  
 
Will Autonomous Vehicles Shape the Future of Urban Mass Transit? 
Donald Kettl, writing in Governing, examines the future of mass transit in American cities will 
look like, asking whether fleets of autonomous vehicles (AVs) will outpace traditional systems, 
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like light and heavy rail. Austin, Texas serves as a case study: while Austin has been trying to 
build its first light rail line for over two decades, AV adoption surged. AVs are privately funded, 
use already existing infrastructure, and can be flexibly deployed to cater to new development. 
Austin’s light rail system, on the other hand, is capital intensive and failed to arrive in time for 
Austin's building boom, forfeiting the benefits of large-scale transit-oriented development. Still, it 
remains to be seen whether increased adoption of AVs will produce the same congestion 
reduction, economic development, and equity benefits that traditional rail infrastructure 
promises. 
 
State Supreme Courts and Bar Associations are Issuing Guidance as AI Usage in the Legal 
Field Raises Concerns  
Judges have uncovered AI-created case citations that do not exist, leading to dismissed motions, 
sanctions, fines, and even license suspensions for attorneys who failed to verify AI-generated 
work. In response, state supreme courts, bar associations, and legislatures are issuing ethical 
guidance, restricting certain AI uses, and emphasizing attorney responsibility for accuracy, 
confidentiality, and transparency. While AI tools can save time and reduce routine errors, legal 
experts warn that their confident-but-wrong output makes them especially dangerous without 
human oversight, and states are now balancing AI’s efficiency benefits with safeguards to 
protect the integrity of the justice system.    
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Updates from the federal delegation 
 
SENATOR BENNET 
Bennet Announces Legislation to Rein in DHS, ICE, and CBP 
Washington, D.C. – Today, Colorado U.S. Senator Michael Bennet announced that he is 
developing legislation to impose new guardrails and accountability measures for the 
Department of Homeland Security (DHS), including Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) 
and Customs and Border Patrol (CBP).  
 
“President Trump has unleashed his federal forces on American cities with no accountability and 
no regard for the rule of law. Under the auspices of investigating fraud, Trump has sent 
thousands of immigration agents to Minneapolis alone. These officers swore an oath to uphold 
the Constitution as they enforce our immigration laws, not patrol our streets in masks and 
unmarked vehicles, snatch people from their homes, destroy private property, or leave people 
dead in the street,” said Bennet. “We must rein in Trump, Kristi Noem, and Stephen Miller’s DHS. 
We must defend the Constitution, the rule of law, and the dignity of human life.” 
 
This legislation, currently under development, would: 

• Prohibit the use of DHS funds to detain children and strengthen protections for minors; 
• Require warrants to enter homes; 
• Preserve and uphold Constitutional protections for detainees – including access to legal 

counsel – and ensure accountability for those who break the law; 
• Restrict DHS operations to the enforcement of immigration law; 
• Enhance hiring, training, and performance standards and requirements for federal 

immigration agents;  
• Reinstate policies to ensure Members of Congress have access to detention facilities 

without advanced notice; and 
• Limit DHS’s ability to unilaterally expand detention facilities. 

 
In an effort to ensure Colorado’s voice is central to the national discussion, Bennet’s office has 
launched a statewide listening tour to gather feedback on immigration policy priorities. These 
discussions are aimed at engaging local leaders, immigration service providers, advocates, and 
others to share ideas about how to push back on the Trump Administration’s inhumane policies 
and tactics.  
 
Bennet has consistently fought the Trump Administration’s punitive immigration policies. Bennet 
continues to call on Secretary Noem to resign. In February 2025, Bennet joined his Senate 
colleagues to introduce the Protecting Sensitive Locations Act, which would reinstate DHS’s long-
standing policies to prevent ICE from making arrests at sensitive locations like schools, hospitals, 
and places of worship. In August 2025, he joined the Immigration Enforcement Identification 
Safety (IEIS) Act to prohibit immigration enforcement officials from wearing masks and to 
require them to wear visible identification. In November 2025, Bennet joined his colleagues in 
introducing the bicameral Restoring Access to Detainees Act, legislation to ensure DHS allows 
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noncitizens who have been detained to contact their legal counsel and families. Earlier this 
month, Bennet joined his colleagues in introducing the Providing Useful Budgets for Localities to 
Invest in Cops by Substituting Appropriations from Federal Enforcement To Yield Results 
(PUBLIC SAFETY) Act, legislation to redirect nearly $75 billion in funding passed in the 
Republicans’ One Big Beautiful Bill Act (OBBBA) from ICE and send it instead to local law 
enforcement programs to help hire and train 200,000 local police officers in communities across 
the country. 
 
SENATOR HICKENLOOPER 
WATCH: Hickenlooper Demands ICE Overhaul, Calls out Violence, Trump’s Lies 
“We have to fundamentally overhaul the lawlessness of these organizations.” 
Earlier today, Hickenlooper voted NO on the DHS funding bill 
WASHINGTON – Today, U.S. Senator John Hickenlooper took to the Senate floor to denounce the 
horrifying killings of Alex Pretti and Renee Good and to demand a comprehensive overhaul of 
U.S. Customs and Immigration Enforcement (ICE). Hickenlooper also condemned the threatening 
and racist “death cards” reports say were left in cars of Coloradans detained by ICE last week.  
 
Earlier in the day, Hickenlooper voted against the DHS funding bill because it failed to reform 
ICE. Watch his speech HERE. 
 
“The overhaul of ICE that we’re demanding is common sense,” Hickenlooper said. “ICE needs to 
take their masks off. They need to turn on body cameras. They need to be clearly identified. 
There can be no accountability without transparency.” 
 
Hickenlooper has consistently pushed for more oversight and transparency for federal 
immigration enforcement efforts, and has worked to help families desperately searching for 
loved ones arrested by ICE. He’s shown up at ICE facilities to conduct congressional oversight 
visits and raise concerns about ICE disregarding due process. He helped launch an investigation 
into ICE’s unlawful obstruction of congressional oversight and introduced bills to ban ICE from 
wearing masks, prevent immigration enforcement from targeting schools, hospitals and places 
of worship, and cut back the excessive funding that MAGA Republicans gave them. For a full 
video of Hickenlooper’s remarks, click HERE. A full transcript of his remarks is available below: 
 
“Mr. President, 
 
“We like to believe that when democracy erodes, that it’s unpredictable, and in some ways out of 
our control. 
 
“But history tells us a different story. 
 
“Authoritarianism rises through a time-tested playbook. 
 
“These leaders have learned which moves weaken opponents, which tactics will rally a crowd, 
and which moments of fear or crisis work best to their advantage. 
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“They don’t need to invent new strategies. They can run familiar plays. 
 
“There’s one target we’re watching this administration go after the hardest – and that is the 
truth. 
 
“They began by attacking every source of independent information. They start with universities 
and colleges. 
 
“They moved on to our largest research institutions. 
 
“They’ve discredited, or tried to discredit, every journalist whose reporting differs from their 
own, narrow point of view. 
 
“And in doing so, they’ve tried to make the administration and the President the sole source of 
‘truth.’ 
 
“We’ve seen this play out in Minneapolis during the past few weeks. So let’s get a few facts 
straight: 
 
“On January 7th, ICE officers shot and killed Renee Good while she was in her own car. She was a 
mother of three originally from Colorado Springs. 
 
“Then, again, this past weekend, Americans watched the video tape of federal immigration 
agents shooting and killing Alex Pretti. 
 
“They fired ten times in five seconds. It’s sickening. 
 
“No family should have to witness their loved one being killed in such a fashion. And yet, 
obviously, Alex’s parents did. 
 
“His parents live in Colorado. I connected with them earlier this week. Among other things, they 
wanted to make sure that we do everything we can to make sure that Alex’s name is out front, 
that we keep their son’s story alive to make sure that his life wasn’t lost in vain. 
 
“They’ve asked for truth and accountability. What they’re getting – what all of us are getting – are 
excuses and lies. Lies about their son.  
 
“The reality of who Alex Pretti was doesn’t fit the administration’s playbook. So, they’re filling the 
airwaves with lies, repeating them over and over and over to try and somehow get them to stick. 
 
“DHS Secretary Noem, within hours of Pretti’s death, said ‘it looks like a situation where an 
individual arrived on the scene to inflict maximum violence… and to kill law enforcement.’ 
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“Next, it was Greg Bovino, Trump’s now-fired Border Patrol commander saying Pretti intended to 
‘massacre law enforcement’ and that he ‘violently resisted.’ 
 
“Stephen Miller called Alex Pretti a ‘domestic terrorist,’ with Vice President Vance and President 
Trump promoting that sentiment and that blatant lie from their pulpits. 
 
“By this point, we’ve all seen that video – from multiple angles. We’ve seen it with our own eyes. 
Alex was NOT a terrorist. He was in no way an assassin. He was a U.S. citizen exercising his first 
amendment right to protest ICE’s lawlessness. 
 
“This week, families in Eagle County, Colorado experienced another type of cruelty that fits into 
this administration’s playbook. 
 
“They found ‘death cards’ [left in] the cars of their family members who were taken away by ICE 
agents. 
 
“These cards – I hold one up here – have a history of being used by white supremacist groups to 
intimidate people of color. ‘Death cards’ is what they call them. 
 
“These cards found in Colorado had the address and the phone number of the Aurora ICE 
detention facility printed on them. Aurora is a neighboring city to Denver. 
 
“Now, imagine – just for a second – that you haven’t heard from your brother, your sister, and 
when you finally find their empty, abandoned car, it has one of these ‘death cards’ sitting in the 
driver’s seat.  
 
“I mean this is cruelty for the sake of cruelty. 
 
“And it fits into the troubling pattern that we’re seeing come from some of the top officials in the 
White House. 
 
“Now this morning, I voted against government funding that would have handed billions of 
dollars to DHS. Continuing to fund ICE while federal officers terrorize our cities and kill people is 
unconscionable. 
 
“We need to stop ICE officers beating Americans, killing Americans, arresting Americans without 
due process, [and] taking away the civil rights of Americans. 
 
“The overhaul of ICE that we’re demanding is common sense. 
 
“The fact is that these are all basic standards of local law enforcement – who go after violent 
criminals, gangsters, in many cases the worst of the worst. These are standards that those local 
police officers already follow. 
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“ICE needs to take their masks off. They need to turn on body cameras. They need to be clearly 
identified. 
 
“There can be no accountability without transparency. 
 
“No more unmarked vans and masked agents pulling people over, and pulling people away, and 
arresting them to wherever. No more roving patrols. 
 
“ICE needs to have judicial warrants signed by a judge. They need to stop arresting children on 
the side of the road and end these cruel family separation policies. 
 
“Secretary Noem – what she said I think is untenable and unacceptable, and I think she needs to 
resign. But let’s be clear, ICE is carrying out the policies of our president. 
 
“So just changing the leadership at ICE or DHS is not going to be sufficient. We have to 
fundamentally overhaul the lawlessness of these organizations. 
 
“This administration is asking us to ignore what we can SEE with our own eyes. They’ve got us to 
a point where we mistrust so many sources of information and they force us to rely on believing 
what we see. 
 
“They’re asking us to believe lies about Alex and about Renee, and about what’s happening in 
Minneapolis.  
 
“But we watched the videos. We saw those videos. 
 
“Those words matter: we watched, we saw. 
 
“Because they acknowledge a larger truth that binds us all together. 
 
“We saw what happened. We saw the cruelty. And we saw and understand that it needs to end. 
 
“Asking us to make peace with that cruelty is asking us to ignore the values that make us 
Americans. It’s telling us to believe somehow we owe nothing to each other – not to our 
neighbors, not to our communities, not to our country. 
 
“We will not. We know the truth. And we’re not going to look away. 
 
“Thank you, Mr. President. I yield the floor.” 
 
REPRESENTATIVE CRANK 
Rep. Crank Introduces FRAMER Act, Bill to Cut Restrictions and Save Homebuyers 
Burdensome Costs 
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WASHINGTON, D.C. -- Today, Representative Jeff Crank (CO-05) introduced the Freeing 
Residential Affordable Markets from Excess Regulation (FRAMER) Act. 
 
The cost of buying a new home in America is a challenge. This is made worse by excessive 
energy codes and regulations that raise the costs of construction, which are then passed down 
to homebuyers. The FRAMER Act would reduce the cost of home construction and homebuying 
by incentivizing states to roll back “agenda informed” energy codes applied to the construction 
of new homes. Under the legislation, states with energy codes more stringent than the federal 
standard would be required to reimburse home builders for the difference in construction costs. 
 
"Every American should be able to live out their dream of owning a home," said Rep. Crank. 
"Unfortunately, this dream continues to be out of reach for many Americans. Energy codes and 
regulations, like the harsh one's we see here Colorado, significantly increase the cost of building 
a home, forcing our home builders to pass on the burdensome costs to the buyers. 
 
"This is enough - we should not punish our home buyers, which is why I have introduced the 
FRAMER Act. The FRAMER Act will incentivize states to roll back overbearing energy efficiency 
codes, creating an environment that encourages home building and lowers the regulatory cost 
on home builders and buyers. The FRAMER Act provides the right incentive to states without 
federal overreach to directly address the housing affordability crisis in America." 
 
Quotes of support for the FRAMER Act include: 
 
“We applaud Congressman Crank for identifying one of the most significant regulations that is 
driving up the cost of building a home and proposing an incentive for states to adjust their 
mandates," said the Housing & Building Association of Colorado Springs. "Every day, we strive to 
build communities and homes where families can thrive, but overbearing regulations make it 
harder to deliver on this goal. We look forward to continuing to work with Congressman Crank 
and our elected officials to enact policies that promote home ownership and lower the barriers 
for home buyers to realize the American dream.”  
 
“I am honored to support Congressman Crank’s FRAMER Act," said Roger Lovell, Regional 
Building Official, Pikes Peak Regional Building Department. "In my position as the Regional 
Building Official of Pikes Peak Regional Building Department, I have firsthand experience and 
knowledge about how the cost of building a home has increased over the years due to 
overbearing regulations forced by the State, which take away local authority and jurisdiction. 
These regulations have added thousands of dollars to the cost of building a home and have 
made it time consuming, costly, and burdensome for the communities, the industry, and those 
who locally regulate construction. I am greatly encouraged that Congressman Crank 
understands these impacts and is taking the issues seriously by proposing a thoughtful incentive 
for states like Colorado to roll back their energy code mandates and return to common sense 
policies that promote home building, maintain affordability, increase the access to new homes in 
our communities, and strengthen the relationship between the State and its local governments.”  
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“Providing high quality housing for El Paso County is one of our main priorities," said The O'Neil 
Group Company. "In recent years, the cost of building a home has only increased and become 
more complex in Colorado, in part due to the harmful energy code mandates from the state 
capital. We applaud Congressman Crank for leading on effectively addressing the regulations 
that are holding back home builders from delivering more homes for all Coloradans.” 
 
“The National Association of REALTORS® supports the FRAMER Act, which takes a practical, 
market-driven approach to reducing regulatory costs that make housing less affordable. By 
ensuring states account for the added costs of energy code compliance in Opportunity Zones, 
this legislation helps builders bring more attainable homes to market while maintaining 
transparency for homebuyers. REALTORS® appreciate Rep. Crank’s leadership in advancing 
policies that expand housing supply, protect consumers, and address affordability issues," said 
Shannon McGahn, Executive Vice President and Chief Advocacy Officer, National Association of 
REALTORS®. 
 
“Lower housing costs lead to earlier homeownership, stronger families, and greater stability for 
children," said Craig DeRoche, President and CEO of Family Policy Alliance. "Expanding housing 
supply reduces competition and prices, helping families avoid delaying children or leaving their 
support networks. Family Policy Alliance is glad to support the FRAMER Act as a practical step to 
address one of the fastest-growing drivers of housing costs and strengthen families in 
communities across America.”  
 
"Burdensome regulations have made housing expensive and homebuying out of the reach for 
Americans across the country," said Ilana Blumsack, Economic Policy Analyst, Americans for 
Prosperity. "AFP thanks Rep. Crank for shining a light on excessive energy and environmental 
regulations burdening home builders and for encouraging states to reduce and reform their 
requirements." 
 
Background:  
 
The FRAMER Act incentivizes states to roll back overbearing energy housing codes by: 

• As a requirement of receiving housing grants from the Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD), a state will be required to reimburse home builders for the added 
total cost of state specific regulations that are more stringent than HUD’s current energy 
code minimum standard for homes built within a federal opportunity zone 

• Requires the Government Accountability Office to create an annual report summarizing 
data from HUD on which states and localities were required to pay a cost difference, how 
much in total they paid to home builders, what the average payment per home was in 
each state and locality, and how much each state’s regulations added to the cost of 
building a home 

• Ensures that home buyers are informed of any cost savings realized through any 
reimbursement received by the home builder that lowers the cost of buying the home 

 
Read the full bill here.  
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Updates from Congressional committees of interest 
 
HOUSE MINORITY TRANSPORTATION AND INFRASTRUCTURE 
Ranking Member Larsen Statement on Trump Administration Effort to Stop Nation’s 
Largest Infrastructure Project 
Washington, D.C.—Today, Ranking Member of the House Committee on Transportation and 
Infrastructure Rick Larsen (D-WA) released the following statement regarding the Trump 
administration’s effort to halt the Gateway Hudson Tunnels project in the New York 
metropolitan area, the largest infrastructure project in the country. 
 
“Once again, the Trump administration is attacking the largest infrastructure project in the 
country—increasing costs for American families and jeopardizing thousands of jobs and safer 
rides for hundreds of thousands of rail passengers,” Ranking Member Larsen said. “Last time the 
administration delayed the Hudson Tunnels project, it cost taxpayers $2 billion. If the project is 
stopped, one thousand workers will lose their jobs in less than two weeks, and nearly 100,000 
more are at risk if the project is cancelled altogether. The tunnels must be built to make long-
needed infrastructure improvements and keep the economy moving. Workers, contracts and 
equipment are already in place. Federal, state and local funds are already committed. We cannot 
afford any more unnecessary, costly delays.” 
 
HOUSE MINORITY EDUCATION AND WORKFORCE 
Congressional Democrats Slam Trump for Weaponizing the Federal Government, Harming 
Children, Seniors, and Working Families 
WASHINGTON – Congressional Democratic committee ranking members today demanded a 
reversal of the Trump Administration’s illegal funding freeze for the Temporary Assistance for 
Needy Families (TANF), the Child Care and Development Fund (CCDF), and the Social Services 
Block Grant (SSBG) programs in California, Colorado, Illinois, Minnesota, and New York. 
 
The letter, signed by House Education and Workforce Committee Ranking Member Robert C. 
“Bobby” Scott, D-Va., House Ways and Means Committee Ranking Member Richard Neal, D-
Mass.; and House Appropriations Committee Ranking Member Rosa DeLauro, D-Conn.; Senate 
Finance Committee Ranking Member Ron Wyden, D-Ore.; Senate Health, Education, Labor and 
Pensions (HELP) Committee Ranking Member Bernie Sanders, I-Vt.; Senate Appropriations 
Committee Vice Chair Patty Murray, D-Wash.; Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on Labor, 
Health and Human Services, and Education Ranking Member Tammy Baldwin, D-Wis., made it 
clear that this illegal action, which has been temporarily blocked in the courts, is motivated by 
political retribution and cruelty rather than a sincere interest in program integrity. 
 
In the letter, sent to Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary Robert F. 
Kennedy, Jr. and Assistant Secretary for Family Support Alex Adams, the members made clear 
that the freeze has immediate impacts for Americans and threatens to abruptly shut down a 
wide range of services—from supporting child care for working families, preventing child abuse 
and neglect to providing home-delivered meals to seniors.. 
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“We demand that you stop playing politics with people’s lives and immediately restore TANF, 
CCDF, and SSBG funding to all states,” the members wrote. “Your goal is not to improve program 
integrity; rather, it is to weaponize the federal government to harm your political foes and 
dismantle the social safety net. The people you are punishing are moms and families who need 
child care assistance so they can go to work. They are seniors who rely on Meals on Wheels and 
SSBG-funded transportation to stay independent in their homes. They are children living in 
poverty who depend on TANF for basic necessities, like shoes and school supplies.” 
 
The members also made it clear that the pretense of taking on fraud holds no water. Among 
Trump’s first actions in office were to fire 17 independent inspectors general across the federal 
government that identify fraud and wasteful spending, replacing them with partisan yes-men. 
Additionally, HHS withdrew a demand that Mississippi repay fraudulently spent TANF funds, 
making clear that this latest action is another attempt by the Trump Administration to 
weaponize the federal government against its enemies, not to improve the integrity of essential 
federal programs. 
 
“Let’s be very clear: This freeze has nothing to do with fraud or waste,” the members continued. 
“Your latest, unlawful seizure of congressionally-mandated funds comes straight from a tired 
and cruel Republican playbook: first, target public programs that provide a lifeline to low- and 
middle-income people; second, smear the recipients of this aid by characterizing them as cheats 
and fraudsters; and third, use those fabricated or exaggerated claims as a pretext to slash 
funding.” 
 
The full text of the letter can be found here. 
 
HOUSE MAJORITY ENERGY & COMMERCE 
Chairmen Guthrie and Joyce Announce Oversight and Investigations Hearing on Medicare 
and Medicaid Fraud Schemes 
WASHINGTON, D.C.– Today, Congressman Brett Guthrie (KY-02), Chairman of the House 
Committee on Energy and Commerce, and Congressman John Joyce, M.D. (PA-13), Chairman of 
the Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations, announced a hearing titled Common 
Schemes, Real Harm: Examining Fraud in Medicare and Medicaid. 
 
“The goal of this hearing is to understand current trends in fraud schemes targeting Medicare 
and Medicaid nationwide—how taxpayer dollars are being wasted, how beneficiaries are 
affected, and how transnational crime organizations are increasingly involved—and explore 
ways to better prevent and detect fraud,” said Chairmen Guthrie and Joyce. “As fraud schemes 
are being perpetrated across the United States, it’s important we recognize that we cannot 
preserve our Medicare and Medicaid programs for our most vulnerable if we don’t combat 
destructive fraud that is draining the system. We applaud actions that the Trump Administration 
has already taken to address these schemes, and we look forward to continuing to explore, and 
implement, solutions that root out fraud in our government health programs.” 
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Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations hearing titled Common Schemes, Real Harm: 
Examining Fraud in Medicare and Medicaid. 
 

• WHAT: Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations hearing on how fraudsters are 
draining state and federal governments through fraud in our government-run health 
programs. 

• DATE: Tuesday, February 3, 2026 
• TIME: 10:30 AM ET 
• LOCATION: 2360 Rayburn House Office Building 

 
This notice is at the direction of the Chairman. This hearing will be open to the public and press 
and will be livestreamed at energycommerce.house.gov. If you have any questions about this 
hearing, please contact Annabelle Huffman with the Committee staff at 
Annabelle.Huffman@mail.house.gov. If you have any press-related questions, please contact 
Katie West at Katie.West@mail.house.gov. 
 
HOUSE MINORITY ENERGY AND COMMERCE 
Energy and Commerce Committee Ranking Member Frank Pallone, Jr. (D-NJ) delivered the 
Pallone: Republicans Gave Big Pharma Loopholes to Avoid Medicare Negotiation 
Energy and Commerce Committee Ranking Member Frank Pallone, Jr. (D-NJ) released the 
following statement today after the Trump Administration released the list of the next 15 
prescription drug prices that will be negotiated by Medicare:  
 
“The drugs announced for price negotiation will result in significantly lower costs for seniors. 
This announcement shows that Medicare Drug Price Negotiation, passed into law by Democrats, 
is an effective way to lower prescription drug prices.  
 
“However, Republicans’ Big Ugly Bill created a loophole that allows manufacturers of some of the 
most expensive drugs in the world to avoid negotiating fair prices for seniors. Without this 
loophole, these drugs would have likely been included on the negotiation list this year. It’s just 
the latest example of Republicans prioritizing corporate profits over the American people. In 
Trump’s America, you pay more while the rich get richer. 
 
“Democrats will keep fighting to strengthen Medicare price negotiation, close loopholes, and 
lower prescription drug prices for all Americans.”  
 
Democrats gave Medicare the power to negotiate lower prescription drug prices in the Inflation 
Reduction Act. However, Republicans included language in their Big Ugly Bill that weaken 
Medicare’s ability to negotiate the price of certain drugs that may be considered an orphan drug. 
An October 2025 report by the independent Congressional Budget Office (CBO) estimated this 
provision will cost taxpayers $8.8 billion—possibly up to $10.9 billion—over the next decade. 
Without this loophole, Keytruda and Opdivo, two costly cancer drugs, would have likely been on 
the list for negotiation this year.     
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HOUSE MAJORITY APPROPRIATIONS 
House Completes FY26 Funding While Senate Democrats Threaten Bipartisan Deal They 
Helped Negotiate 
Washington, D.C. – The House of Representatives has completed its Article I responsibility by 
passing all twelve FY26 appropriations bills – six of which have already been signed into law – 
delivering results and stability to the American people. The remaining legislation reflects good 
faith, bipartisan, and bicameral agreements and now awaits Senate action. Despite having 
helped negotiate and finalize the package, some Senate Democrats are now threatening to 
undermine the very agreement they helped secure and walk away from their own commitments 
– putting full-year funding certainty for vital priorities at risk. 
  
These measures are not single-issue policy. They represent a comprehensive funding framework 
that supports America’s military, national security, disaster response, public safety, medical 
research, education, infrastructure, and community-driven investments nationwide. 
  
Chairman Tom Cole (R-OK) said, “The facts are simple. These bills were fully negotiated and sent 
to Democrats in both the House and Senate in the exact form they requested. That was the deal 
they asked for – and that was the deal they received. Do Democrats really want to shut down the 
government for the second time in three months? And with what result? A partial government 
shutdown or continuing resolution does not achieve their objective. It actually gives Congress 
less authority – and resources for ICE body-worn cameras and deescalation training are lost. 
What this moment calls for is reason and responsibility, even if it is politically inconvenient. 
Threatening paychecks for our military and air traffic controllers, resources for FEMA during a 
winter storm, support for rural hospitals and biomedical research, IRS customer services during 
the start of tax season, and other critical government operations hurts real people and real 
communities. Breaking a negotiated agreement is not leadership – it is abdication. Democrats 
should keep their word, fund the government, and work with the Administration, or through the 
proper authorizing process, rather than threatening national disruption through 
appropriations.” 
  
House Republicans worked closely with Senate counterparts on both policy substance and 
procedural structure – including accommodating the Senate’s request to consider the remaining 
bills together in a single package. Moreover, credibility is lost when negotiated agreements 
aren’t honored. The House has fulfilled its constitutional duty. The next step rests solely with the 
Senate. 
  
If Democrat Senators vote against the final appropriations package, they are voting against: 

• Critical investments for disaster preparedness, aviation safety, and infrastructure 
modernization; 

• Pay raises for our servicemembers and air traffic controllers; 
• Support for biomedical research and rural hospitals; 
• Cybersecurity and technology defenses to prevent hacking, espionage, and attacks by 

adversaries and criminal networks; 
• Resources for classrooms and technical training; 
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• Efforts to combat deadly drugs and human trafficking; 
• Community-informed investments that address real needs in localities and make a 

tangible difference for families and neighborhoods nationwide; and 
• Supply-chain workers who keep the economy moving, including small businesses, 

truckers, and maritime industries. 
 
FY26 Deliverables: Defending the Nation. Rebuilding America. Strengthening 
Communities. 
Washington, DC – America has always moved forward by building – building strength, 
opportunity, and security in response to real needs. Our FY26 funding bills advance that focus, 
reflecting the pillars that have shaped U.S. progress for more than two centuries: strengthening 
national defense, modernizing infrastructure, supporting public health and education systems, 
and building resilient communities. 
  
The Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2026, which passed the House of Representatives, is 
crucial to those objectives. Part of a larger package being advanced in the Senate, the measure 
specifically locks in decisive investments that:  

• Deliver pay raises for the heroes who wear America’s uniform and ensure peace through 
strength isn’t just a motto; 

• Uphold lifesaving biomedical research and resilient medical supply chains; 
• Reinforce classrooms and training that prepare the next generation for success; 
• Enhance the safety of our skies, investing in our air traffic controllers and deployment of 

new technologies; 
• Modernize transportation safety and infrastructure; and 
• Direct community-informed investments that address real needs in localities and make a 

tangible difference for families and neighborhoods nationwide.   
 
These priorities are more than lines in a bill. They reflect Congress carrying out its Article I 
responsibilities in a bipartisan, bicameral manner through member-driven work and consensus. 
Lawmakers from both parties and chambers worked together to deliver full-year funding that 
provides certainty, stability, and real-world results, and the impacts aren’t going unnoticed. 
  
More than 440 stakeholders, industry leaders, and community organizations have expressed 
support for H.R. 7148. Their voices – representing national security, health care, education, 
transportation, labor, and local communities – reflect America itself and underscore why 
finishing this work matters. The House acted for the nation – and now it is time for the Senate to 
uphold its obligation and complete FY26. 
  
The full list of organizations supporting H.R. 7148, the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2026, 
can be found here. 
 
Read on for some key highlights: 
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Aerospace Industries Association: "With 2.2 million employees and a central role in both national 
security and economic strength, America’s aerospace and defense industry depends on 
consistent, forward‑looking federal investment to modernize, build capacity, and sustain 
innovation. This year’s appropriations bills reinforce the transportation and defense programs 
that keep our economy moving and strengthen our deterrence posture. We appreciate the 
House Appropriations Committee’s bipartisan work to advance the fiscal year 2026 bills, support 
our workforce, and help put Congress back on a path toward regular order as we turn to fiscal 
year 2027."  
 
Alliance for Commercial Technology in Government: "We write to express strong support for the 
final FY26 Defense Appropriations bill and package and to commend the bicameral, bipartisan 
leadership of the House and Senate Appropriations Committees and the Defense 
Subcommittees for advancing legislation that strengthens U.S. military readiness, accelerates 
modernization, and sustains the defense industrial base that equips our warfighters. The 2026 
Consolidated Appropriations Act includes key measures to support emerging national security 
technology companies, including an elevated Defense Innovation Unit and support for the 
Accelerate the Procurement and Fielding of Innovative Technologies in investments, to boost 
competition across the defense industrial base." 
 
Airline Pilots Association, International: "This bipartisan, bicameral package includes critical 
funding and policy provisions that will improve aviation safety and strengthen the pilot 
workforce. ALPA appreciates the leadership of the House and Senate Appropriations 
Committees for reaching this agreement, particularly on the transportation and labor divisions, 
and urges Congress to swiftly pass this legislation." 
 
America-Israel Public Affairs Committee: "The House just passed its annual defense 
appropriations bill with important pro-Israel provisions. The bill includes: $500 million for missile 
defense programs like Iron Dome, David’s Sling, and Arrow, which continue to save countless 
lives in Israel; $75 million for counter-drone and directed energy programs, a $20 million 
increase from last year; $80 million for counter-tunnel programs, a $32.5 million increase from 
last year; and $47.5 million for joint cooperation on emerging technologies that will define the 
future of warfare, a $27.5 million increase from last year. This funding helps keep America and 
Israel safer and more secure." 
 
American Airlines: "American Airlines commends the House Appropriations Committee for its 
strong investments in the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) as part of the bipartisan 
transportation funding bill for Fiscal Year 2026. The Committee’s commitment to increase FAA 
funding by more than $1.5 billion and provide necessary resources to hire 2,500 new air traffic 
controllers — on top of the previous $12.5 billion investment in ATC modernization — is 
essential in supporting a shared goal among industry, Congress, and the Administration to build 
a state-of-the-art air traffic control system that will make aviation even safer and more efficient." 
 
American Gas Association: "AGA welcomes Congress’s bipartisan/bicameral Labor Health and 
Human Services bill for FY26, which provides an increase of $20 million for the Low Income 
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Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP). This critical program provides essential heating and 
cooling assistance to the nation’s most vulnerable households, and this important increase in 
funding will help millions of low-income customers maintain safe, reliable home energy service 
at a time when many are struggling to meet basic needs. LIHEAP has enjoyed bipartisan support 
for more than four decades, and we commend the continued bipartisan collaboration that made 
this agreement possible and the timely action to move it forward." 
 
American Pediatric Society: "Ahead of an expected vote late this week, we announce that each of 
our organizations strongly endorses this ‘minibus’ which includes important PBM reforms to 
Medicare plans, and urge members of Congress to vote ‘yes.’" 
 
American Pharmacists Association: "Today, as the House prepares to consider H.R. 7148, the 
Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2026, our organizations and the pharmacies and pharmacists 
we represent urge support for the measure and for its progress through every step of the 
legislative process to enactment." 
 
American Association of Motor Vehicle Administrators: "[We] urge Congress to pass H.R. 7148, 
which contains the FY26 Transportation, Housing and Urban Development (THUD) spending bill 
and fully funds core highway, public transportation, and airport construction programs at 
previously authorized levels. More than 100,000 transportation projects are currently advancing 
with federal funding support, and the continuity provided by timely action on FY2026 
appropriations ensures state departments of transportation and local public transportation 
agencies can keep these projects moving. These projects improve safety, mobility, and economic 
prosperity in nearly every community and allow businesses to continue investing in the people 
and equipment necessary to build." 
 
American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials: "AASHTO, which represents 
the state departments of transportation of all 50 states plus those of Puerto Rico and the District 
of Columbia, expresses our utmost appreciation to Congressional leaders for providing a full 
year of federal transportation funding for Fiscal Year 2026. This bipartisan and bicameral THUD 
appropriations bill will support states to strategically invest federal transportation dollars 
throughout the rest of this fiscal year, resulting in safety, mobility, and quality of life 
improvements that will benefit people in every community across the country." 
 
American Concrete Pipe Association: "More than 100,000 transportation projects are currently 
advancing with federal funding support, and the continuity provided by timely action on FY2026 
appropriations ensures state departments of transportation and local public transportation 
agencies can keep these projects moving. These projects improve safety, mobility, and economic 
prosperity in nearly every community and allow businesses to continue investing in the people 
and equipment necessary to build. Further, this fully funded FY 2026 THUD spending bill will 
provide a solid foundation needed to draft and move long-term road, bridge, and transit 
legislation before the current law's Sept. 30 expiration." 
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American Society of Civil Engineers: "[We] urge Congress to pass H.R. 7148, which contains the 
FY26 Transportation, Housing and Urban Development (THUD) spending bill and fully funds core 
highway, public transportation, and airport construction programs at previously authorized 
levels. More than 100,000 transportation projects are currently advancing with federal funding 
support, and the continuity provided by timely action on FY2026 appropriations ensures state 
departments of transportation and local public transportation agencies can keep these projects 
moving. These projects improve safety, mobility, and economic prosperity in nearly every 
community and allow businesses to continue investing in the people and equipment necessary 
to build." 
 
American Trucking Association: "The severe, ongoing shortage of truck parking places an 
immense burden on truck drivers and creates significant roadway hazards.  Truckers are 
essential to Americans’ way of life, and the least we can do to show our support is to ensure they 
have a safe place to park and sleep when they take their federally mandated rest break or finish 
their shift. We thank the members of the House and Senate Appropriations Committees for 
prioritizing this significant investment in truck parking, as well as additional provisions that will 
strengthen our supply chain. We are especially appreciative of the decisive leadership of 
Congressman Womack for ensuring the truck parking provision was incorporated in the final 
bill.” 
 
Associated General Contractors of America: "These projects improve safety, mobility, and 
economic prosperity in nearly every community and allow businesses to continue investing in 
the people and equipment necessary to build. Further, this fully funded FY 2026 THUD spending 
bill will provide a solid foundation needed to draft and move long-term road, bridge, and transit 
legislation before the current law’s Sept. 30 expiration. Congress can support these 
enhancements by passing H.R. 7148 and we urge all members to vote YES when it comes up for 
votes in the House and Senate in the coming days." 
 
The Boeing Company: "We applaud the bipartisan leadership of the House and Senate 
Appropriations Committees for their work to complete the FY26 appropriations process. This 
progress provides greater certainty for U.S. defense and aerospace manufacturing, the skilled 
workforce it supports, our government partners, and the warfighters who rely on these 
capabilities, while also strengthening the safety and reliability of the nation’s aviation system. 
The bipartisan agreement reflects a shared commitment to national security, aviation safety, 
and responsible governance." 
 
CRH America's Materials: "THUD delivers $108.3B in total transportation resources, including 
$2.5B for safety agencies supporting FMCSA, NHTSA, and investments that improve safety and 
efficiency across the system." 
 
Defense Entrepreneurs Forum: "We write to express strong support for the final FY26 Defense 
Appropriations bill and package and to commend the bicameral, bipartisan leadership of the 
House and Senate Appropriations Committees and the Defense Subcommittees for advancing 
legislation that strengthens U.S. military readiness, accelerates modernization, and sustains the 
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defense industrial base that equips our warfighters. The 2026 Consolidated Appropriations Act 
includes key measures to support emerging national security technology companies, including 
an elevated Defense Innovation Unit and support for the Accelerate the Procurement and 
Fielding of Innovative Technologies in investments, to boost competition across the defense 
industrial base." 
 
GE Aerospace: "GE Aerospace applauds House passage of this bipartisan legislation and the 
leadership of the House and Senate Appropriations Committees that made it possible. This 
progress represents critical certainty for America’s industrial base and the highly skilled 
workforce that powers our defense and aerospace sectors, supporting our ability to design and 
deliver cutting-edge, high-quality products to our customers. This bipartisan legislation also 
reflects a shared commitment to enhancing the safety and reliability of the nation’s aviation 
system, supporting the technologies, infrastructure, and oversight that keep our skies safe." 
 
INCOMPAS: "INCOMPAS supports the bicameral Appropriations Committees’ bipartisan 
leadership in the House passage of full-year FY2026 appropriations legislation. We are 
encouraged by provisions in this package that support broadband deployment infrastructure 
through the Department of Transportation's programs. As our members work to build fiber 
networks that provide the connectivity foundation for future generation technologies, access to 
rights-of-way and streamlined deployment processes are essential. The legislation’s investments 
in transportation infrastructure create opportunities to coordinate broadband buildout with vital 
infrastructure projects, reducing costs and accelerating deployment timelines. As competitive 
providers work to bridge the digital divide, transparency and timely deployment of resources are 
critical to ensuring that federal broadband dollars support future-proof networks that bring 
competition, lower prices, and faster speeds to unserved and underserved communities. As this 
legislation moves to the Senate for consideration, INCOMPAS urges swift passage to provide the 
funding certainly needed to sustain the momentum in broadband deployment and network 
competition that American consumers and businesses depend on." 
 
Kratos Defense: "Kratos applauds the House and Senate Appropriations Committees for 
advancing the FY26 Defense appropriations. These strategic investments strengthen America’s 
military superiority, accelerate innovation in areas like hypersonics, missile defense, and 
unmanned systems, and the delivery of these capabilities, and reinforce the U.S. defense 
industrial base and workforce—ensuring our warfighters have the affordable, mission-critical 
capabilities they need to deter, fight, and win." 
 
Lockheed Martin: "Lockheed Martin applauds the passage of H.R. 7148, the Consolidated 
Appropriations Act, 2026, which makes important America First investments in military readiness 
and the defense industrial base. The bill’s support for multi-year munitions authority, Black 
Hawk modernization, F-35 sustainment, increased C-130 procurement, and additional GPS III 
satellites aligns with the Department of War’s focus on strengthening readiness, improving 
execution, and ensuring our warfighters are prepared to deter and defeat evolving threats." 
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Modern Skies Coalition: "As members of the Modern Skies Coalition, we urge the House and 
Senate to pass the FY 2026 Transportation, Housing and Urban Development (THUD) 
appropriations bill. We appreciate and support the bicameral Appropriations Committees’ 
bipartisan leadership in ensuring increased investment in the Federal Aviation Administration’s 
critical safety and modernization mission and support a return to regular order that prevents 
another shutdown of the FAA, both now and in the future." 
 
Mortgage Bankers Association: "Based on the funding levels that impact MBA's policy priorities 
within this 'minibus' package, our association and its members support H.R. 7148 and urge 
Members to cast an 'AYE' vote on the bill during its full House consideration... MBA and its 
members look forward to collaborating with you to help best serve the needs of prospective 
renters and homeowners during the remainder of this fiscal year and beyond." 
 
National Air Traffic Controllers Association: "The National Air Traffic Controllers Association 
(NATCA) strongly supports the Transportation, Housing and Urban Development, and Related 
Agencies (THUD) appropriations bill, and urges all Representatives to vote to pass the bill. NATCA 
thanks Appropriations Chairman Cole and Ranking Member DeLauro and THUD Chairman 
Womack and Ranking Member Clyburn, along with their Senate counterparts, for prioritizing 
aviation safety and their bipartisan efforts to reach agreement on this critical legislation. The 
Fiscal Year (FY) 2026 THUD bill would ensure the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) continues 
to operate without any disruption when the current Continuing Resolution expires after January 
30, 2026. It would also provide funding for FAA’s supercharged hiring plan, including 2,500 new 
air traffic controller trainees in FY26, and significantly increases facilities and equipment budget 
to modernize the air traffic control system. We encourage all Representatives to vote in favor of 
THUD passage." 
 
National Alliance for Public Charter Schools: "On behalf of the National Alliance for Public 
Charter Schools, we call on Congress to support this FY26 spending bill, which protects funding 
for the Charter Schools Program (CSP) and makes excellent public schools available to more 
families. With nearly 4 million students enrolled in charters nationwide – and demand climbing 
each year – this funding is needed now more than ever. Accounting for less than 2% of all 
federal education spending, the CSP has an outsized impact: more than 1 million students today 
attend CSP-funded schools. Smart, strategic investments in the CSP level the playing field for 
charter schools, which currently receive about 30% less funding per student than traditional 
district schools. At this critical moment in education, public charter schools are delivering results 
– yet the full potential of charters for students and families remains untapped. With high-impact  
investments in the CSP – like those included in this year’s spending bill – we can grow more 
future-ready charter schools that families want, students need, and our future demands." 
 
National Association of Home Builders: "For more than 60 years, Job Corps has provided 
education and skills training to at-risk Americans and remains a critical workforce pipeline amid 
severe construction labor shortages. NAHB’s workforce development affiliate, the Home Builders 
Institute (HBI), has led construction trades training within Job Corps for over 50 years. NAHB also 
supports the bill’s continued funding for the HOME Investment Program, which provides 
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essential resources to expand housing opportunities in communities nationwide. In addition, we 
appreciate the reauthorization of the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP), a vital program 
that supports communities by promoting flood preparedness, mitigation, and 
resilience. This legislation helps provide the predictability and certainty necessary to keep homes 
affordable and housing supply growing, and we respectfully ask for your support of this funding 
package." 
 
National Defense Industrial Association: "The FY2026 Defense Appropriations Act funds several 
important priorities critical to warfighters, national security, and the resilience of the U.S. 
defense industrial base (DIB). This includes vital multi-year procurement authorities and funding 
for munitions; investments in the Maritime Industrial Base; support to scale the capacity of 
critical suppliers; and funding for Golden Dome, modernizing the nuclear triad, and international 
security cooperation. NDIA appreciates continued congressional support of the U.S. military and 
the U.S. DIB and encourages Members to vote yes on final passage." 
 
National Electrical Contractors Association: "This bipartisan legislation provides the funding 
certainty our contractors need to invest, hire, and deliver critical infrastructure projects. By fully 
supporting core labor and safety agencies, Congress is reinforcing a level playing field that 
rewards high-road employers who invest in prevailing wages, training, and safety while holding 
bad actors accountable. Robust funding for workforce development, veterans’ employment 
services, and wage and hour enforcement will further ensure access to a skilled workforce and 
fair treatment for workers." 
 
National Venture Capital Association: "We write to express strong support for the final FY26 
Defense Appropriations bill and package and to commend the bicameral, bipartisan leadership 
of the House and Senate Appropriations Committees and the Defense Subcommittees for 
advancing legislation that strengthens U.S. military readiness, accelerates modernization, and 
sustains the defense industrial base that equips our warfighters. The 2026 Consolidated 
Appropriations Act includes key measures to support emerging national security technology 
companies, including an elevated Defense Innovation Unit and support for the Accelerate the 
Procurement and Fielding of Innovative Technologies in investments, to boost competition 
across the defense industrial base." 
 
National Right to Life: "National Right to Life is proud to have stood behind the Hyde 
Amendment for nearly 50 years. As we approach this important anniversary, we continue to 
support the inclusion of Hyde language through the regular appropriations process and are 
pleased to see those long-standing protections maintained in the Labor–HHS appropriations 
bill." 
 
Silicon Valley Defense Group: "We write to express strong support for the final FY26 Defense 
Appropriations bill and package and to commend the bicameral, bipartisan leadership of the 
House and Senate Appropriations Committees and the Defense Subcommittees for advancing 
legislation that strengthens U.S. military readiness, accelerates modernization, and sustains the 
defense industrial base that equips our warfighters. The 2026 Consolidated Appropriations Act 
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includes key measures to support emerging national security technology companies, including 
an elevated Defense Innovation Unit and support for the Accelerate the Procurement and 
Fielding of Innovative Technologies in investments, to boost competition across the defense 
industrial base." 
 
Software in Defense Coalition: "We write to express strong support for the final FY26 Defense 
Appropriations bill and package and to commend the bicameral, bipartisan leadership of the 
House and Senate Appropriations Committees and the Defense Subcommittees for advancing 
legislation that strengthens U.S. military readiness, accelerates modernization, and sustains the 
defense industrial base that equips our warfighters. The 2026 Consolidated Appropriations Act 
includes key measures to support emerging national security technology companies, including 
an elevated Defense Innovation Unit and support for the Accelerate the Procurement and 
Fielding of Innovative Technologies in investments, to boost competition across the defense 
industrial base." 
 
Us Against Alzheimer's: "We thank Chairman Cole and his counterparts for this strong, bipartisan 
bill." 
 
House Appropriators Complete FY26 Funding Bills, Advance Results for the American 
People 
Washington, D.C. – For the American people, effective legislating means results. After months of 
hearings, markups, and bipartisan, bicameral negotiations, the House has completed action on 
all twelve Fiscal Year 2026 appropriations bills – advancing full-year funding through a 
transparent, member-driven process. To mark this critical milestone, Republican Appropriators, 
led by Chairman Tom Cole (R-OK), came together to reflect on this important step forward for 
responsible governance, with remarks from Speaker Mike Johnson (R-LA) and many 
Appropriations Subcommittee Cardinals. 
 
Watch the full press conference here.  
 
The twelve appropriations bills passed by the House – six of which have already been signed into 
law – cover the full scope of the federal government and deliver the certainty Americans rely on 
every day. Together, they provide critical resources for disaster preparedness, aviation safety, 
and infrastructure modernization; support pay raises for our servicemembers, Coast Guard, and 
air traffic controllers; advance biomedical research and work of our rural hospitals; strengthen 
efforts to combat deadly drugs and human trafficking; direct community-informed investments 
that address real needs in localities and make a tangible difference for families and 
neighborhoods nationwide; and back the supply-chain workers who keep the economy moving, 
including small businesses, farmers, ranchers, truckers, and maritime industries. 
 
Developed through bipartisan, bicameral negotiations, these bills reflect a responsible, results-
driven approach to governing – locking in savings for taxpayers, cutting red tape, and aligning 
federal spending with the mandate of the American people. They replace obsolete policies with 
focused investments that support readiness, security, economic growth, and a stronger future. 
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With the House having completed its work on FY26, the Senate must now act to finish the 
process and keep the government funded ahead of the January 31 deadline. Read on for 
excerpts from the press conference. 
 
Chairman Tom Cole (R-OK) said, "This would not have been possible without our Speaker and his 
leadership team, Leader Scalise, Whip Emmer, Conference Chair McClain – they set the 
conditions and, frankly, they pushed the work down to us and out of leadership offices down to 
the committee level, just as the Speaker said he would do. So, his commitment to regular order, 
to regular process, to moving through this, to allowing us to do the work we know how to do, 
and frankly, allow us to reach across the aisle. This Speaker is the reason these twelve bills 
happened. Mr. Speaker, we need to applaud you. I want the Speaker to know how much we 
appreciate him. I’ve got a couple other people to thank, and then I’ll call on the cardinals in 
order. I have to thank the White House and the President of the United States. President Trump 
endorsed every one of these packages. His support, and the work of his team in the White 
House, was absolutely indispensable in getting this done. Again, it’s the reason this hasn’t 
happened in a long time, and I want to thank President Trump and his team for everything they 
did to make sure that we had unity when we needed it, and to, frankly, have flexibility when we 
needed that. The President deserves a lot of credit for this. We’re always happy in Congress 
when we get something done in a bicameral way, and we hope that’s coming next week when 
the Senate comes, but the President of the United States has to sign these bills, and the 
President of the United States can sustain any veto he cares to cast. So the fact that he was an 
active participant in helping us is something that means a lot. Finally, I want to thank every 
member of the committee on both sides of the aisle. There were a lot of bipartisan votes today. I 
would be remiss not to thank my working partner on the other side, Rosa DeLauro. We didn’t 
vote the same on every single item in front of us today or on every single bill, but we would not 
have been able to have this process without her cooperation and her help and her commitment 
to Article I and to regular order. The same thing is true of our colleagues on the other side of the 
rotunda. They haven’t quite finished their job, but Susan Collins and Patty Murray are fantastic 
to work with, and again, while this is a big day for Republicans, this is a bipartisan, bicameral 
product in front of us that was negotiated out on both sides of the aisle. It’s not just a partisan 
victory, it’s a congressional and bipartisan victory. I appreciate that. Finally, I want to thank 
specifically my cardinals. We adopted a common philosophy at the beginning, I know Ms. 
DeLauro feels the same way: let’s push these decisions down to the subcommittee level and let 
the cardinals and the ranking members do their work. And by doing that, honestly, those are the 
best-informed experts we have in their subject matter on the committee, and frankly, usually in 
the House. When they make decisions and they make deals, I say that if you can stay within your 
numbers, I don’t care what you do. I will be supportive of whatever you produce as long as you 
stay within the toplines that you’ve been given. They did it. Quite honestly, every level you move 
this up, whether it’s to the four corners, or to the leadership, the decision becomes less 
informed and more political. So keeping it at the subcommittee level was really the key. The 
cardinals and their counterparts on the other side of the aisle are really responsible for this 
success.” 
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Speaker Mike Johnson (R-LA) said, "We've got some of the greatest leaders in a generation or 
more up here behind this podium. I'm excited to celebrate this moment with them. Thanks to 
our appropriators and Chairman Tom Cole for being here today. This is a monumental 
achievement... Despite the noise, despite our slim margins, despite the fact that most members 
in the House have never gone through a regular, member-driven appropriations process before, 
this team got it done. They stood together, and they did the hard work, and they got it done. The 
House has now passed all twelve appropriations bills, and the Senate will do the same, and the 
President is going to sign them into law. What a concept! I want to say this again for emphasis, 
and I don't want anyone to miss the significance of this: the House has passed twelve 
appropriations bills, and soon they will become law. Now, many people in this room said that it 
could never be done. We had many naysayers, but we worked right through that. It really is a 
remarkable thing. With the passage of this package of bills today, Republicans will have finally 
replaced the last of any Biden-era spending levels with Trump-era spending levels and policies. 
We spent less, we saved more taxpayer dollars, we codified efforts to remove waste and fraud 
and abuse, we advanced a full budget that provides real teeth and delivers the America First 
agenda, just as we promised that we would. This is the most significant progress towards 
restoring regular order in this institution in many years, and everybody here knows that. And it's 
because of the work of the Appropriators standing here behind me. Our Appropriators, this 
team, led so well by Chairman Cole, worked day and night for months to produce this outcome. 
It wasn't easy – it took a lot of work... It's true that Washington has become far too accustomed 
to governance by omnibus, and governing by omnibus is not the way it's supposed to work. It's 
not the way the Founding Fathers designed this system to work, because it's not responsible. It's 
not good stewardship. It's bad policy, it's bad politics, and it weakens our Article I authority. We 
break bad habits by replacing them with healthy ones, and that's what we've done here. I want 
to be very clear – this is a committee-led, member-driven funding package. It's exactly what we 
said we were going to get back to. With the passage of these bills today, Republicans have 
demonstrated that the appropriations process is alive and well, and we are changing this 
institution to work for the people to make it work better." 
 
Chairman of the Commerce, Justice, Science, and Related Agencies Subcommittee Hal Rogers (R-
KY) said, “I came on the Committee in 1983, under President Reagan, and we faced the same 
challenges then as we face now. And that is, how do we control the power of the purse and 
subject every penny of federal dollars according to the philosophy of Reagan then, and 
Chairman Cole now. We struggle every year to try to pass these twelve bills, with spotty success, 
until Tom Cole came along and gave us a brilliant plan, but also, more importantly, a brilliant 
piece of work by the cardinals and all members of this committee. So, Mr. Chairman, thank you 
for the brilliant leadership you have given to us, and brought 100% of every dollar we spend 
under the power of the purse of the Congress, and that’s why we owe you so much.” 
 
Chairman of the Labor, Health and Human Services, Education and Related Agencies 
Subcommittee Robert Aderholt (R-AL) said, "It is a great day for Appropriations. It’s been many 
years since we accomplished what we did today. I was honored to serve as chair of Labor, Health 
and Human Services, and Education Subcommittee, and to lead and try to rein in spending 
where we need to rein in spending, but also support those programs that need to be supported. 
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And again, Chairman Cole’s leadership on this, coupled with the Speaker – when he became 
speaker, he said “no more omnibus bils” and people took him at his word – I think that’s why we 
are where we are today, is because the Speaker, working with this committee, we were able to 
move forward." 
 
Chairman of the Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies Subcommittee Mike Simpson (R-ID) 
said, "Whether you believe it or not, this really is a big day. We’ve moved this when nobody 
thought we were going to be able to move all these twelve bills across the floor. But we know 
how important it is. We’re not done yet, though. We’ve got to progress better next time toward 
getting back to regular order, where we actually have all the appropriations bills done on time, 
which is October 1st. We’re gonna keep pushing it. Without [Speaker Johnson’s] leadership, this 
would not have been possible. Without Tom Cole, this would not have been possible, either. The 
key to getting this done is letting the members who know what they’re doing, know their bills, 
the experts in those areas, do their jobs. And that’s what we’ve done throughout. Getting this 
done now, we’re already setting up hearings for next [fiscal] year. It’s so important to get those 
hearings started. In February, we’ll be holding hearings. We’ll be able to do our jobs much, much 
better by getting these bills done." 
 
Chairman of the Military Construction, Veterans Affairs, and Related Agencies Subcommittee 
John Carter (R-TX) said, "This is a team action. Every bill, every member made up their mind they 
were going to make sure every one of these bills passed, and God bless every one of you. We 
worked the floor, we made it work, in every form and fashion. It was so fun to do a four corners 
as a cardinal and get to sit there with Debbie Wasserman Schultz as my counterpart. We 
discussed it, we fought about it – but we fought civilly. We came out with a great bill. We funded 
our veterans affairs, and we funded the needs of our military bases around the country and 
around the world. I’ve been honored to serve on this subcommittee. I love this subcommittee 
because I like the idea of thanking those guys that fought for us, and thanking those guys and 
gals that are fighting for us right now by giving them what they need to have a better lifestyle. 
[Tom Cole] changed appropriations, the way it’s supposed to be. He’s my hero." 
 
Chairman of the Defense Subcommittee Ken Calvert (R-CA) said, "It’s a great day for the men and 
women who serve in the United States military. We made sure that we took care of them, as we 
should. We have a common saying on both sides of the aisle: our job is to make sure that the 
men and women who serve in the United States military are provided the best standard of living 
we can afford, that we give them the best equipment, and if we go to war – we win; they lose. 
Those are the principles in which we work together to make sure this bill succeeds. We do a lot 
in this bill for more ships, more planes, more munitions, more of everything that we need to 
make this country safe and secure. So working with our counterparts, working with the United 
States Senate, and working with the Administration, we provided what is needed in this bill." 
 
Chairman of the Energy and Water Development and Related Agencies Subcommittee Chuck 
Fleischmann (R-TN) said, "Ladies and gentlemen, I have been privileged to chair the Energy and 
Water Appropriations subcommittee. It funds the Department of Energy, the Army Corps of 
Engineers, and the Bureau of Reclamation. America needs more energy, and we cannot fail – 
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and we did not fail – in this bill. I would be remiss if I didn’t say this: Chairman Cole ushered in a 
new era in appropriations. When the Appropriations Committee works, it works for our great 
constitutional republic. Things work well, there’s a balance of power. I thank President Trump 
and his great Administration for giving us a budget, but then Congress comes together and 
works and gets it done." 
 
Chairman of the Legislative Branch Subcommittee David Valadao (R-CA) said, "Today, Congress 
has followed through on its commitment to get back to regular order and deliver for the 
American people by passing all twelve Fiscal Year 2026 funding bills. We are restoring a process 
that puts accountability and responsible government first. For too long, Washington has relied 
on short-term extensions, band-aid fixes, and last-minute deadlines. That’s not what Americans 
expect, and certainly not what they deserve. As Chairman of the Legislative Branch 
Subcommittee, I took this responsibility seriously, and our bill focused on strengthening security 
across the Capitol complex, supporting hardworking sworn officers and staff who keep this place 
running, and ensuring the Capitol remains open to students, families, and visitors from all across 
the nation. We made real progress in each of those areas and are proud of what we were able to 
accomplish together. Appropriations is not easy work, and it’s not meant to be. It requires 
compromise, member-driven leadership, and commitment to getting the job done, and done in 
the right way. While the process takes time, this is what a return to regular order looks like. 
Today marks an important step towards restoring trust and how Congress handles the funding 
of the American people. I want to thank Chairman Cole for steadfast leadership, for keeping the 
appropriations process on track. We could not have got this done without the Chairman and his 
team. This is the type of day we dream of. I look forward to getting started on Fiscal Year 2027." 
 
The House has completed its work through a bipartisan, bicameral process. The next step now 
rests with the Senate, which must act to provide the certainty and stability the American people 
deserve. House Republicans will continue building on the progress made during the FY26 
appropriations process as we look ahead to FY27, maintaining a focused, member-driven 
approach grounded in transparency and regular order. Priorities such as robust military 
preparedness, steadfast support for our veterans, responsible investment in reliable energy 
production, and vital infrastructure modernization that strengthen communities will continue to 
drive our work and agenda. 
 
Advancing American Strength: President Trump Signs H.R. 6938 Into Law 
Washington, D.C. – Today, with the swipe of his pen, President Donald J. Trump enacted H.R. 
6938, the Commerce, Justice, Science; Energy and Water Development; and Interior and 
Environment Appropriations Act, 2026, into law. Following the signing ceremony held at the 
White House, Chairman Tom Cole (R-OK), Commerce, Justice, Science Subcommittee Chairman 
Hal Rogers (R-KY), Interior and Environment Subcommittee Chairman Mike Simpson (R-ID), and 
Energy and Water Subcommittee Chairman Chuck Fleischmann (R-TN) released the following 
statements:   
 
Chairman Tom Cole (R-OK) said, “With the support of President Trump, we are ‘Making 
Appropriations Great Again.’ Our FY26 process has been driven by the focus of turning the 
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American people’s mandate into concrete outcomes. That means real reforms, real savings, and 
real results for the American people. H.R. 6938 is a critical piece of that. It prioritizes public 
safety by supporting law enforcement and stopping the flow of fentanyl into our communities. It 
advances American strength by unleashing energy dominance, securing critical minerals, and 
investing in nuclear power. And it upholds stewardship by supporting national parks, resourcing 
wildland firefighters, and ensuring responsible resource management. The National Weather 
Center in Norman, Oklahoma, and other vital programs will also continue protecting lives and 
communities across the country. The scope and strength of this bill are the direct result of the 
leadership and diligence of Subcommittee Chairmen Hal Rogers, Mike Simpson, and Chuck 
Fleischmann. It’s an honor to be at the White House and see another bill signed into law. I’d 
recommend President Trump keep his pen at the ready – because with all 12 bills passed 
through the House – there will be more appropriations measures arriving at his desk in short 
order.”  
 
Commerce, Justice, Science, and Related Agencies Subcommittee Chairman Hal Rogers (R-KY) 
said, "This is another major win for the American people that implements President Trump’s 
America First agenda. These bipartisan funding bills make America safer at our borders and 
from within our communities. From national security and law enforcement to American 
innovation and space exploration, CJS was just one of the 12 bills that restores our path to 
greatness. We are dismantling the drug trafficking networks that have tried to poison our 
communities for profit. At the same time, we are reviving our coal communities and setting the 
stage for energy independence. Our nation is stronger than ever before because we stand 
united with President Trump to protect taxpayer dollars and make American investments great 
again.” 
 
Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies Subcommittee Chairman Mike Simpson (R-ID) 
said, “It was an honor to be invited to the White House this afternoon to witness President 
Trump sign my legislation, along with two other fiscally responsible appropriations bills, into law. 
I’m deeply proud of the effort that went into this critical legislation, and its accomplishments that 
work to advance an America First policy agenda. I am proud to have produced a bill that 
champions Idaho wins, like prioritizing funding for Indian Country and Wildland Fire 
Management, and importantly, protects America’s public lands. As an America First product, I am 
thrilled that this legislation lowers energy costs and reverses out-of-touch Biden-era regulations, 
allowing more families to keep more money in their pockets. Thank you to the President and his 
administration for the support.” 
 
Energy and Water Development, and Related Agencies Subcommittee Chairman Chuck 
Fleischmann (R-TN) said, “When the American people elected President Trump to return to the 
White House and Republicans to control Congress, we vowed to change the status quo in 
Washington and make real changes that put Americans First after years of being ignored by DC 
politicians. With President Trump’s strong support and under the leadership of our Chairman, 
Tom Cole, we have done what the naysayers said was impossible – pass all 12 appropriations 
bills, including my historically strong FY26 Energy and Water Appropriations Act. The FY26 
Energy and Water bill puts America First by unleashing American-made energy dominance, 
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expanding new nuclear nationwide, investing in modernizing our waterways infrastructure from 
coast to coast, and keeping America as the global scientific leader as our National Labs carry out 
President Trump’s GENESIS Mission. I thank President Trump, Energy Secretary Chris Wright, 
Speaker Johnson, and all my colleagues for their support and collaboration to make my FY26 
Energy and Water bill one of the best ever for the American people. The Golden Age of 
Appropriations is here!” 
   
Commerce, Justice, Science; Energy and Water Development; and Interior and Environment 
Appropriations Act, 2026 
 
Supporting President Trump’s War on Drugs  

• After four years of open borders that allowed astonishing amounts of fentanyl into our 
communities, Republicans are taking decisive action to combat the spread of this fatal 
drug on our streets – and restore law and order to cities around the country. 

• Republicans are supporting President Trump’s fight against fentanyl with robust support 
for state and local law enforcement. 

• Republicans are increasing funding for the Drug Enforcement Administration by $63 
million in support of the Trump Administration’s efforts to take down drug traffickers. 

• This legislation strengthens programs that combat child exploitation, protecting our most 
vulnerable. 

• Republicans are maintaining the America First ethos the American people overwhelmingly 
support – we’re making it harder for the CCP to gain a foothold in the U.S. or access any of 
our national security equipment and technology. 

 
Restoring American Energy Dominance  

• House Republicans are using the power of the purse to advance the critical priority to 
restore American energy dominance. 

• With such incredible resources beneath our feet, Americans should not be dependent on 
foreign nations for our energy. 

• This legislation supports one of the largest investments in decades, with a focus on mining 
production technologies for critical minerals extraction. We are increasing investment in 
geothermal energy sources, capitalizing on the many domestic energy sources we have in 
the U.S. 

• A secure electric grid provides reliable, affordable energy to American families. We are 
strongly funding cybersecurity efforts to protect our grid from attacks. 

• Biden-era work spending is gone! We are eliminating the Office of Clean Energy 
Demonstrations and zeroing out the accounts for DOE’s Office of Energy Justice and 
Equity and the EPA’s Environmental Justice program. 

 
Bolstering Our Nuclear Defense Systems  

• Our nuclear deterrence programs are championed in this legislation, helping to maintain 
America’s advantage over our adversaries. 

• We are investing over $20 billion in the continued modernization of the nuclear weapons 
stockpile and infrastructure. 

55

Agenda Item 5B

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/house.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=310401692f9adb955c0f0f8a0&id=4f27940c82&e=5e9c0a9784__;!!BSgrhSFG!Fu_vLQ2Ik4RuPtMEozo-gxEHYWa1dwOeZgXFrnfOYOCEE7HTFWYkNnJPAJ845m45ZX8JzGG9CwF26a3__3HYiw25o2sMvVIxCjntS0GGz2TjspvBtNY$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/house.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=310401692f9adb955c0f0f8a0&id=4f27940c82&e=5e9c0a9784__;!!BSgrhSFG!Fu_vLQ2Ik4RuPtMEozo-gxEHYWa1dwOeZgXFrnfOYOCEE7HTFWYkNnJPAJ845m45ZX8JzGG9CwF26a3__3HYiw25o2sMvVIxCjntS0GGz2TjspvBtNY$


• Republicans are investing not only in the advancement of our own nuclear weapons, but 
also in our defense and deterrence technologies to defend our people. 

• This legislation protects our Strategic Petroleum Reserve by banning sales of crude oil to 
the Chinese Communist Party. 

• Adversaries in Russia and China should never be allowed in U.S. nuclear weapons 
facilities. This legislation bans citizens of our adversaries from these facilities. 

 
America the Beautiful  

• From sea to shining sea, our public lands are beautiful, historic places for people around 
the world to visit. Proper management and care are necessary to ensure these lands 
continue to be a resource for every American. 

• Catastrophic wildfires have torn through American communities in recent years. We are 
ensuring funds for wildland firefighters to protect our communities from these events. 

• Visitors to America’s national parks deserve to know they can enjoy these national 
resources safely. We’re prioritizing emergency response and law enforcement on our 
public lands to keep Americans safe. 

• Republicans are honoring our relationship with America’s native tribes by bolstering 
funding to protect the Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women program, as well as 
increasing funds for Tribal Public Safety and Justice programs. 

 
America First Wins  

• House Republicans are working hand-in-hand with the Trump Administration to enact the 
America First agenda across the government. The appropriations process is key to that 
mission. 

• Republicans are protecting President Trump’s work by ensuring there are no provisions 
that impede or restrict his authority. 

• This legislation rescinds harmful, Biden-era spending on woke, DEI, and energy-inefficient 
programs. 

• We are defending the Second Amendment, reversing Biden’s anti-gun overreach, and 
reducing funding for the ATF. 

• Protecting the life of an unborn child is a long-held Republican conviction. Our legislation 
includes legacy riders that prevent DOJ funds from being used to pay for abortions. 

• This legislation protects the American people and our government from the malign 
influence of the Chinese Communist Party. 

• Critical support to the NASA Artemis program will bolster American leadership in space 
and counter China’s ambitions. 

• America First policies strengthen the American economy. By reducing government waste 
and cutting federal spending, Americans will see strong economic growth. 

 
 For full bill summaries: 

• Commerce, Justice, Science, and Related Agencies 
o Bill Summary 
o Community Project Funding 

• Energy and Water Development and Related Agencies 
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o Bill Summary 
o Community Project Funding 

• Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies 
o Bill Summary 
o Community Project Funding 

 
HOUSE MINORITY APPROPRIATIONS 
DeLauro Statement on Court Ordering OMB to Stop Concealing Government Spending 
Information Required by Law to be Public 
WASHINGTON – Today, House Appropriations Committee Ranking Member Rosa DeLauro (D-CT-
03) issued the following statement on the District Court for the District of Columbia ruling that 
Budget Director Russell Vought and the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) are violating 
the law – which was authored by Ranking Member DeLauro – that requires public disclosure of 
the administration’s use of trillions of dollars in taxpayer money, known as apportionments.  
 
"Time and time again, Russ Vought and the Office of Management and Budget have shown a 
willingness to intentionally violate the law, and overwhelming contempt for the American 
taxpayer. And time and time again, courts and the American taxpayer have seen right through 
Russ Vought's attempts to illegally avoid accountability. His blatant disregard for the law clearly 
demonstrates that Vought’s OMB cannot be trusted, which is why this apportionment data must 
be made public. 
 
“Accountability is coming." 
 
DeLauro Statement in Support of Stripping Homeland Security Bill from Senate Funding 
Package 
WASHINGTON – Today, House Appropriations Committee Ranking Member Rosa DeLauro issued 
a statement in support of removing the Homeland Security funding bill from the six-bill minibus 
up for consideration in the Senate this week. 
 
“I strongly support jettisoning the Homeland Security funding measure from the minibus and 
moving ahead with a vote on the five remaining appropriations bills, each of which passed the 
House with overwhelming bipartisan support. 
 
“If considered on their own, the Defense, Financial Services, Transportation-Housing, State-
Foreign Operations, and Labor-HHS-Education funding bills would pass easily, securing 
important funding for NIH biomedical research, Child Care, education, and a pay raise for our 
troops. The House could quickly clear those five bills, averting or minimizing a lapse in funding 
that would shutter, at least partially, eight cabinet departments and dozens of agencies within 
them. 
 
“ICE and CBP must be overhauled from top to bottom. Many of these agents lack proper 
training, cannot be held accountable, and have behaved lawlessly. They have beaten, harassed, 
and escalated confrontations with peaceful demonstrators and innocent bystanders too many 
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times to count. They have killed law-abiding U.S. citizens and covered up investigations into their 
killings. Leadership in the White House and at the Department of Homeland Security have falsely 
claimed these victims were ‘assassins’ and ‘domestic terrorists’ – fanning the flames of division 
and failing to bring down tensions on the streets. This chaos must stop.  
 
“Coming together on common sense policies to end this assault on our communities will allow 
us to move forward on the Homeland Security funding bill.” 
The Financial Services, General Government and State, Foreign Operations funding bills passed 
the House by vote of 341-79. The Defense, Labor-HHS-Education, and Transportation-Housing 
bills passed by a vote of 341-88. Together, these five bills account for nearly $1.2 trillion in 
federal spending. 
 
Summaries for each of these five funding bills can be found below: 
Financial Services and General Government 
State, Foreign Operations 
Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education 
Transportation, Housing and Urban Development 
Defense 
 
SENATE MAJORITY ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC WORKS 
Chairman Capito Asks Witnesses About the Costs of Federal Permitting Uncertainty 
WASHINGTON, D.C. – Today, U.S. Senator Shelley Moore Capito (R-W.Va.), Chairman of the 
Senate Environment and Public Works (EPW) Committee, led a hearing on examining the federal 
environmental review and permitting processes. During the hearing, Chairman Capito asked all 
witnesses to share about the economy-wide costs that federal permitting uncertainty places on 
businesses, consumers, workers and state governments. 
 
HIGHLIGHTS: 
IMPACTS OF PROJECT AND PERMIT CERTAINTY: 
 
Chairman Capito: 
“What we’ve seen in administrations as they come in, depending on what their political priorities 
might be, is disruptions in the permits that have already been issued, and that’s what we’re 
seeing with the Rhode Island projects. I think all of these projects, whether it’s the [Mountain 
Valley] Pipeline or others, have gone through the permitting processes and were already under 
construction, some of them almost at completion phase. So, I’ll start with you, Mr. Bechtel, could 
you briefly address how the lack of certainty in the permitting process, and the treatment of 
properly awarded permits during Presidential transition periods can hurt your investment 
planning, and in turn consumers and households economy-wide?” 
 
Brendan Bechtel, Chair of the Smart Regulation Committee for Business Roundtable: 
“Yes. Uncertainty disrupts workforce planning, investment, communities and families. […] 
Predictability matters for all of these constituents in the process. And I think it’s fair to say that 
rather than any one project, this is about how the whole system works, including what happens 
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after a permit is issued and what happens with litigation. Something that [Mr. Booker] can speak 
to as well is that for these kinds of projects, in our case for example, we’re typically making 
investments in training, in hiring, partnering with vocational schools in the area, doing housing 
studies ahead of time to make sure we mitigate impacts on local housing for big projects. That 
all can happen 18 to 36 months before a shovel ever even goes in the ground. And so, 
unpredictability about when we need to get started on that work is a real issue…” 
 
Chairman Capito: 
“You cited two projects in your opening statement, one in Australia and one in Canada. […] Are 
there any other countries that have to live with the unpredictability of already-permitted 
projects getting yanked because of political priorities?” 
 
Brendan Bechtel, Chair of the Smart Regulation Committee for Business Roundtable: 
“I’m trying to think of examples of other countries. I will point out, I deliberately picked the 
Australia and Canada examples because I don’t think any of us would say those are countries 
that cut corners when it comes to environmental and social protections, and so I think they’re 
leading examples that you can achieve efficiency, speed, scale, while really having important 
community engagement and environmental protections upfront in the process.” 
 
Chairman Capito: 
“Mr. Booker, if you could frame the question on the uncertainty, what does this do to the 
worker? I think you [explained this well] when you were here before. I remember quite well your 
impassioned statements, ‘that means I’m not working. I’m not getting paid.’” 
 
Brent Booker, General President for Laborers' International Union of North America (LIUNA): 
“That’s the bottom line. It takes time to get the skills you need, whether that’s building offshore 
wind, whether that’s building a pipeline, a natural gas power plant, a nuclear plant. Whatever the 
energy source is, it’s actual people who have to go build that and have to apply skills to do that. 
And it’s our job to partner with our contractor partners to create registered training 
apprenticeship systems to get the skillsets that are needed to produce a skilled craftsman to 
build that project safely. When a project is built, when it’s being built […] people move. Our 
workforce is transient in some cases. A lot of time it’s local as well. But they will move to that job, 
move their family, because they know they have the two-, three-, four-year job to build that 
energy infrastructure. And to have the whim of somebody with a pen in their hand say, ‘you 
know what, I don’t like that energy source,’ completely disrupts their life, their livelihood and 
their family’s livelihood.” 
 
Dustin Meyer, Senior Vice President of Policy, Economics and Regulatory Affairs for American 
Petroleum Institute: 
“From our industry’s perspective, we’re eager to deploy billions of dollars of capital to build these 
major infrastructure projects, and we face a real gauntlet to bring them to completion. Everyone 
agrees that there should be a robust environmental review system, but what really challenges 
the industry is when you get approval, but the approval does not equal finality. Or even when 
you are in compliance, that does not end litigation. And we have a long history of several 
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examples of projects meeting exactly that fate. And it really complicates and prevents our ability 
to build the infrastructure in the first place.”  
 
Chairman Capito: 
“So basically, what you’re saying is, the uncertainty and unpredictability that come from political 
priorities—if you load that on top of the judicial review piece—it almost becomes an unbearable 
load in some cases?” 
 
Dustin Meyer, Senior Vice President of Policy, Economics and Regulatory Affairs for American 
Petroleum Institute: 
“That’s absolutely right. It’s a challenge not just for projects that are going through the process, 
but it chills the decision even to propose new projects.” 
 
Abigail Ross Hopper, President and CEO for Solar Energy Industries Association: 
“I will agree with everything my colleagues said and add the impact on consumers. Regardless of 
whether it happens prior to approval, or especially if it happens after, those electrons are baked 
into the grid planning. And if those go away, we all know what happens, our prices go up 
because there’s a scarcity of a much-needed commodity. And so, the impact on homeowners, on 
businesses, on all of us, is pretty impactful if these projects are either not approved in the first 
place or, even more egregiously, permits are pulled.”   
 
David S. Terry, President, National Association of State Energy Officials: 
“I think from a state perspective, the energy offices are deeply engaged in grid planning, energy 
system planning, delivered fuels, etc. When they look out at their resources, both natural 
resources and human resources, and how they can deliver reliable energy in their state, how 
they can help their governors and legislatures make this happen from an affordability 
perspective, the unpredictable nature of federal permitting is essentially a hidden tax as the 
delays happen. That’s certainly true for large organizations, hyper-scalers, etc. that we read so 
much about. But for individual homeowners, for farmers, for small businesses, consumers—
many of whom don’t have resources—that hidden tax, we don’t really tally. And I think that’s 
something we’re missing, in addition to the obvious national competitiveness and security 
issues.” 
 
Click HERE to view Chairman Capito’s questions. 
 
Chairman Capito Opening Statement at Hearing to Examine Federal Permitting Processes 
WASHINGTON, D.C. – Today, U.S. Senator Shelley Moore Capito (R-W.Va.), Chairman of the 
Senate Environment and Public Works (EPW) Committee, led a hearing on examining the federal 
environmental review and permitting processes. 
 
In her opening remarks, Chairman Capito discussed the importance of passing bipartisan 
reforms to federal environmental review and permitting processes during this Congress. She 
also highlighted the ways that permitting reform would address both Republican and Democrat 
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priorities, paving the way to improved processes that create a greater sense of predictability and 
fairness across all sectors of the American economy. 
 
Below is the opening statement of Chairman Shelley Moore Capito (R-W.Va.) as delivered. 
 
“Today we will continue our discussion on the need to modernize our federal environmental 
review and permitting process. 
 
"I would like to begin by thanking my colleagues who are here with me, and in particular Ranking 
Member Whitehouse, for their drive to elevate problems in our current permitting regime and to 
work constructively together. It’s what we need to do. 
 
"Over the past year, we have all discussed how the existing structure pits uncertainty and the 
misapplication and abuse of our laws, against American prosperity. We have had fruitful 
discussions, yet we are now a year older. This is sometimes the never-ending story on 
permitting, but we’re going to get an end to that story, I hope. And we are still seeking common 
ground on practical and durable solutions. 
 
"If Congress can deliver these critical solutions, we will unleash the investment required to build 
American infrastructure, unlock the supply of essential commodities and materials, grow our 
manufacturing, improve affordability by lowering prices, and create economic opportunity 
across our entire country. 
 
"Without Congressional action, we will continue to see the pattern of the last two decades. Each 
new administration will reverse the policies of the last, eroding trust of American businesses and 
workers and ensuring we cannot plan or build for either the present or for our future. 
 
"This is not just speculation. We have all had communities we represent impacted by projects 
that were delayed or outright canceled by new administrations. I know West Virginia families 
have experienced this deep disappointment on multiple occasions. 
 
"So, I say to all my colleagues today: I know your pain, all the way around, and I want Congress to 
address it now. Let’s remove the politics from permitting once and for all. 
 
"To do that, we need to think creatively, learn from the existing system’s failures and craft 
solutions to align our permitting laws with what the Americans want and need: affordability, 
predictability and opportunity. And we will do that by protecting the air that we breathe, the 
water that we drink and the land that we love. 
 
"We all know EPW’s long tradition of bipartisan legislation on tough issues. This is an important 
reason that I joined this Committee when I was first elected to the Senate over a decade ago and 
how I approach my role as Chairman. 
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"I called this hearing with the Ranking Member with the intent to get us back on the path to 
fruitful compromise through identifying both the urgent need to act on reform and the scope of 
priorities we must address. 
 
"Turning to the policies for permitting reform, my priorities remain largely the same: 

• This legislation must be bipartisan to be successful and durable. 
• This legislation must be project neutral. 
• This legislation must create predictability, consistency and finality in securing a permit. 
• This legislation must bring accountability to every stage of the process. 
• This legislation must go beyond NEPA to address issues with our core permitting laws and 

processes. 
• This legislation must include provisions that address judicial review of fully permitted 

projects. 
• Finally, this legislation must be written in collaboration with our colleagues on the Energy 

and Natural Resources Committee to address issues within their jurisdiction, and we’ve 
been working steadily with them. 

 
"I have spent the last year listening to the Ranking Member and my Democrat colleagues as well 
as the priorities of the current Administration in order to understand what legislative policies 
would meet each of their stated goals and concerns. 
 
"I think our goals share more in common than most would admit, and there are many sensible 
compromises that are in the best interest of the American people to unlock our development, 
grow our economy, increase supply and decrease prices in our states and communities. This 
growing consensus demands action now or we are likely to miss this once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity. 
 
"The House acted last month by passing bipartisan reforms to NEPA and the Clean Water Act. It 
is now time for the Senate to act, so we invited these witnesses here today for two main 
reasons. 
 
"First, they can share with us the pressing need to act this year on reforms and what we will 
leave on the table if we are unsuccessful. Second, they can share their invaluable perspectives 
on the most important reforms to truly unleash America’s potential and relieve the economic 
pressure Americans are facing across the nation. 
 
"I look forward to making progress with all of you and hearing your insights.” 
 
SENATE MINORITY ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC WORKS 
Whitehouse Opening Statement at Permitting Reform Hearing 
“The responsibility for resuscitating permitting reform rests now upon the executive branch, 
upon credible confidence that the nonsense will stop,” said the EPW Ranking Member 
Washington, D.C.—Today, Senator Sheldon Whitehouse (D-R.I.), Ranking Member of the U.S. 
Senate Environment and Public Works Committee (EPW), delivered the following opening 
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statement at today’s “Hearing to Examine the Federal Environmental Review and Permitting 
Processes, Part II.” 
 
Ranking Member Whitehouse’s remarks, as prepared for delivery: 
 
Madam Chair, I appreciate your convening today’s hearing, a bipartisan hearing on permitting 
reform.  Colleagues have heard me repeatedly state that I want a strong bipartisan permitting 
reform, AND that there was a trust problem with the administration’s behavior that would need 
to be solved.  
 
Trump’s initial executive order declaring an energy emergency but not defining solar or wind as 
energy, was a bad, and irrational, start.   
 
But we were still willing to work.  
 
Then began the unlawful and irrational blockade of offshore wind, leading to a stop-work order 
on the Empire Wind project off New York, quickly lifted after the governor expressed “willingness 
to move forward on critical pipeline capacity.”  
 
This all stank, but I remained willing to work on a permitting bill. 
 
In August, “Stop Work” Trump struck again, against Revolution Wind off Rhode Island — a project 
over 80 percent complete, with 4 billion invested — based on supposed “national security” 
concerns.  That order was instantly thrown out in court as “arbitrary and capricious,” in part 
because the Trump administration had been making the opposite arguments, about that same 
project, in the same courthouse, just weeks earlier.   
 
Our New England grid operator warned back then: “Unpredictable risks and threats to resources 
… that have made significant capital investments, secured necessary permits, and are close to 
completion will stifle future investments, increase costs to consumers, and undermine the 
power grid’s reliability and the region’s economy now and in the future.”  Consumer cost, grid 
reliability, and economic security were all put arbitrarily and capriciously at risk. 
 
Still, we kept working in permitting negotiations.  
 
On land, the Interior Secretary wrapped solar and wind projects up in red tape with dozens of 
new layers of political review, including a stop at his own desk — where things stopped.  Since 
then, only one solar project has received approval.  
 
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and multiple other federal agencies adopted a made-up and 
nonsensical “energy density” metric that prioritizes fossil fuel.   
 
Still, we kept working on permitting reform.   
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The administration’s offshore defeat in court was such a pasting that they did not appeal; that 
appeals period lapsed in November. Everyone was back to work. We thought the nonsense was 
over. But no. 
 
Thirty days later, days before Christmas, they dropped a new stop-work order on five offshore 
wind projects, including Empire and Revolution. The new pretext was national security risks that 
had supposedly emerged in the previous thirty days. That’s been reviewed now by four federal 
judges, and the administration went 0 for 4.  Not one judge believed them.  
 
All along, the Energy and Interior secretaries were lying non-stop that these projects would raise 
costs.  That is demonstrably false.  Grid operators put these projects before fossil fuel in the 
generation stack because they’re less expensive.  Revolution Wind by contract will put 9-cent 
kilowatt-hours into an 18-cent kilowatt-hour grid.  Court filings and affidavits asserted hundreds 
of millions in consumer cost savings that the administration could not deny in court — but they 
kept lying in public.   
 
When federal judges don’t believe executive branch pretexts about national security, repeatedly, 
and cabinet secretaries demonstrably lie, repeatedly, enough is enough.  So Sen. Heinrich and I 
have paused permitting reform negotiations.   
 
Let me be clear.  We find no fault with Senate Republicans.  Chair Capito has been an excellent 
partner, and I am grateful to Whip Barrasso and Leader Thune for how they’ve responded. This 
is not Democrat versus Republican. This is legislative versus executive, an executive that won’t 
honor its constitutional duty to faithfully execute the law.  
 
Make no mistake: the Trump administration’s lawless, irrational, and unpredictable attacks loom 
over every industry.  None of it is good for business.  The nonsense must stop.   
 
I still want to pass bipartisan Senate permitting reform.  I know we can expedite the permitting 
process with sound bipartisan ideas that frontload stakeholder engagement and discipline an 
executive inter-agency process run amok.  We can add jobs and electrons and reduce emissions 
and waste.  
 
But it makes no sense to pass a bipartisan permitting reform that gets illegally butchered by a 
lawless executive branch, vindictively, irrationally, and dishonestly.  The responsibility for 
resuscitating permitting reform rests now upon the executive branch, upon credible confidence 
that the nonsense will stop.   
 
Plenty of powerful interests need electrons, lots of electrons, and want the low-cost electrons 
that clean energy provides. If that’s you, you need to direct your efforts toward ending the 
lawless nonsense from this administration.  If you’re fossil fuel, and you want this lawless 
nonsense stopped because you could be next, you’d better tell them so. 
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Proceeding with this bipartisan hearing is our demonstration of hope that the nonsense can be 
stopped, which I dearly hope is not unjustified.     
 
SENATE MINORITY APPROPRIATIONS 
Senator Murray Calls on Senate Republicans to Work with Democrats to Quickly Pass Five 
Funding Bills While Working on Serious Reforms to Rein in ICE and CBP 
***WATCH: Senator Murray’s remarks*** 
Washington, D.C. — Today, U.S. Senator Patty Murray (D-WA), Vice Chair of the Senate 
Appropriations Committee, delivered the following remarks on government funding at this 
afternoon’s Senate Democratic leadership press conference. 
 
Senator Murray’s remarks, as delivered, are below: 
 
“Democrats are ready to avert a shutdown. We have 5 bills we all agree on—about 95 percent of 
the remaining budget—it is ready to go. 
 
“We can pass these five bills no problem—all Leader Thune has to do is tee them up for a vote. 
The ball is in the Republicans’ court. 
 
“But when it comes to DHS, we cannot ignore what happened on Saturday, especially after what 
we’ve seen over the last twelve months.  
 
“We have to split this bill off and grapple with the brutal reality that ICE and CBP are out of 
control—and endangering American citizens. 
 
“The brutal killing of Alex Pretti was an inflection point for this country. We are saying enough. 
 
“DHS agents shot and killed another person in broad daylight. He was a legal observer. He went 
to just help a woman. And then he was tackled, disarmed, and shot in the back. 
 
“Then, instead of conducting the most basic oversight—the administration has attempted the 
most blatant cover up. Instead of even acknowledging this was a tragedy—they tried to slander a 
VA nurse as a ‘domestic terrorist.’ This cannot stand in America. 
 
“That’s why we are demanding Republicans work with us on serious reforms to rein in this 
department. 
 
“That is what the vast majority of the American people are demanding we do—and what many 
Republicans are now calling for as well. 
 
“So, we need members on both sides to sit down and include critical reforms and accountability 
measures within the DHS bill. And there is no reason whatsoever for that work to hold up the 
other five bills and cause a shut down. 
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”We do this all the time—we move forward on the areas where we have an agreement, we roll 
up our sleeves and keep negotiating on other issues.  
 
“And it’s not like the House can’t come back and vote on this too. That’s what the Senate did—
when the House rewrote a spending agreement back in 2018—right after we had left for the 
holidays.  
 
“So there is no good reason for Republicans not to work with us here. They know as much as we 
do that Noem, ICE, and CBP need to be reined in. 
 
“We have heard them talk for years about government overreach, and out-of-control federal 
agencies, and the importance of things like the First, Second, and Fourth amendments. 
 
“Well, that’s exactly what we’re seeing right now: rogue federal agencies infringing on Americans’ 
most basic rights and making our communities less safe. 
 
“We need to remember: Republicans already gave ICE an enormous slush fund, which every 
Democrat voted against. 
 
“Republicans voted to cut Secretary Noem a blank check—and to fund these roving bands of 
federal agents who have been knocking down doors without the slightest cause, and without 
legal warrants. 
 
“Republicans voted for federal agents attacking, detaining, and killing Americans simply because 
they disagree with the administration’s brutal tactics. 
 
“Republicans voted for that unprecedented funding—with no oversight, no accountability—
which has now resulted in federal officers and agents first, killing a mother in her minivan trying 
to drive away, and now, has led to a legal gun owner, with the legal right to conceal and carry, 
being killed and slandered as a terrorist by this administration. 
“Republicans voted to put federal agents in the streets with barely any training, who are not 
focused on de-escalation, not wearing body cameras, and explicitly not working with local law 
enforcement and officials—all of which makes our communities less safe.  
 
“Now is the time for senators to sit down and find a path forward to address what Republican 
senators finally agree is a problem. 
 
“And while we do that, are they really going to insist on shutting down child care, and clinical 
trials, and air traffic control, and so much more—if DHS doesn’t get all of its funding right now? 
Well, I really hope not. 
 
“I know there are senators on both sides of the aisle who want to get these other five bills 
passed as soon as possible. 
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“And I also know there are members on both sides who are horrified by the killing we saw 
Saturday—and the way ICE and CBP have operated. There are Republicans who agree with us on 
these reforms. 
 
“So, now is the time to stand together, pass these five bills, and work on those badly-needed 
reforms.” 
 
Senator Murray Floor Remarks on Horrific Shooting of Alex Pretti and the Imperative for 
Republicans to Work with Democrats to Rein in ICE and CBP and Quickly Pass Other Five 
Funding Bills to Avert an Unnecessary Shutdown 
***WATCH: Senator Murray’s Remarks*** 
Washington, D.C. – Today, U.S. Senator Patty Murray (D-WA), Vice Chair of the Senate 
Appropriations Committee, spoke on the Senate floor about the killing of Alex Pretti and the 
violence we are seeing from ICE and CBP agents in Minneapolis and all across the country—and 
the urgent need to rein in these rogue agencies. 
 
Senator Murray emphasized that Democrats are ready to avert a Republican shutdown by 
passing the five other appropriations bills with overwhelming bipartisan support, while splitting 
off the Homeland Security funding bill to allow time for serious negotiations to secure reforms at 
the Department. The fiscal year 2026 Defense; Labor, Health and Human Services, Education, 
and Related Agencies; Transportation, Housing and Urban Development, and Related Agencies; 
Financial Services and General Government; and National Security, Department of State, and 
Related Programs appropriations bills were negotiated on a bipartisan, bicameral basis, 
overwhelmingly passed the House in 341-88 and 341-79 votes, and could easily clear the Senate 
this week if Republican leadership tees up a vote on the bills. Collectively, these five bills account 
for 95% of the remaining budget for fiscal year 2026. 
 
Senator Murray’s remarks, as delivered, are below: 
 
“There are two simple truths here: 
 
“One—there is absolutely no reason for a shutdown. 5 of the bills before us—covering 95 
percent of the remaining budget—everyone agrees we can pass. 
 
“And two—after the horrific killing of Alex Pretti last weekend, after so many vile, shameless lies 
from Trump officials, and after the flagrant abuses we have seen from ICE and CBP agents, it is 
painfully—and brutally—clear this out-of-control Department must be reined in, and Congress 
must take action to make that happen. 
 
“What we have seen happening in Minnesota—and all across the country—is simply un-
American. 
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“Trump and Noem sent ICE and Border Patrol into Minneapolis—not on a targeted mission to 
retrieve actual criminals—but to go door to door, terrorizing communities, and asking to see the 
papers of anyone who doesn’t fit their idea of what an American looks like. 
 
“Secretary Noem and her masked agents are haphazardly dragging off people with no criminal 
record, people who are here legally, people who are citizens, and of course, they are even 
dragging off children. 
 
“No one has to take my word for it. We all saw them march a man, a citizen, out of his house, in 
the freezing cold—in nothing but his underwear. We all saw them cart away a five-year-old, with 
his Spiderman backpack and a bunny hat on. 
 
“And when people protested peacefully—the Trump administration cracked down with a level of 
force as brutal as it was unjustified. 
 
 “Again—no one needs to take my word for it: We all heard about the family who had their car 
tear gassed on the way back from a basketball game, and their baby stopped breathing and 
needed emergency care. We all watched the woman who was dragged out of her car on the way 
to a doctor’s appointment. We all saw that unforgettable photo of an unarmed man, pinned on 
the ground with one of Trump’s federal officers pepper spraying him directly in the face. 
 
“We all bore witness to the murder of Renee Good. 
 
“And then, last weekend—we all saw the horrific killing of Alex Pretti. A lawful observer 
exercising his rights, murdered in cold blood by federal agents. 
 
“And how did Trump’s team respond? They lied about what we all saw with our own eyes. 
 
“They slandered Alex as a domestic terrorist. This man was a VA nurse, he was beloved by his 
patients. They falsely claimed he wanted to massacre law enforcement, when he was simply 
exercising his constitutional First Amendment rights. They said he attacked law enforcement, 
when he was only helping a woman who law enforcement had assaulted. They said he 
brandished a gun, when he never touched it. In fact—he was already disarmed when they shot 
him in the back. 
 
“And yet—right now, the only Department they will let investigate this tragedy—is the 
Department that was responsible for it. 
 
“That cannot be how things work in this country—not if we are going to keep the democracy that 
we all cherish. We need real, independent investigation. We need real accountability. And we 
need real reforms. 
 
“And until that happens—until we begin reining in this out-of-control Department—we cannot 
pass the DHS bill as it stands. The DHS bill needs to be split off from this larger package. And 
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that needs to happen so we can prevent other parts of government from shutting down while 
we work to reform the DHS bill. 
 
“Now, I want to be straight with everyone: not passing the Homeland Bill will not stop ICE right 
now. Why? Because Republicans already gave ICE tens of billions of dollars without a single 
Democratic vote when they passed their Big Ugly Bill. As the junior Senator from Kentucky has 
pointed out—even without the DHS bill, ICE will have many times its annual budget because of 
the bill that the Republicans passed last summer. 
 
“But splitting off the Homeland bill does ensure Congress is forced to reckon with this issue. It 
does give us the opportunity to take much-needed action to protect Americans from this out-of-
control Department. 
 
“And to be clear: this is not just what Democrats are demanding. It is what the vast majority of 
Americans are demanding. People in this country, Mr. President, are absolutely horrified, they 
are outraged that our government is gunning down U.S. citizens on the street with impunity. And 
this just cannot continue. 
 
“And with each hour that goes by, we are seeing more and more Republicans agree that the 
status quo is unacceptable—that there must be change, and that Congress must do something. 
We—Congress—must do something. 
 
“And there’s a very reasonable and straightforward path forward here now: There is a legislative 
package of 6 funding bills at the desk right now, right up here. 5 of the funding bills in this 
package that we all overwhelmingly agree on. We all agree on [funding] cancer research. We all 
agree on child care funding. We all agree on funding roads, and bridges, and housing. We agree 
on paying our troops, and supporting small businesses, and so much else that is in those bills. 
And by the way the House in fact passed those five bills overwhelmingly. 
 
“So let’s just remove Homeland Security and pass the remaining five bills without delay! There is 
no reason to wait. And we can get to work right away to negotiate a Homeland bill that includes 
the reforms and accountability everyone knows is needed. 
 
“I am here, and ready to roll up my sleeves and get to work with Chair Collins and our colleagues 
to craft a bill with serious oversight and accountability so we can simply rein in the abuses we 
are seeing. 
 
“But if Republicans refuse to work with us on DHS, and refuse to put the remaining five bills up 
for a vote in the meantime, they will be choosing to shut down the government across all of the 
agencies impacted—cutting off funding for lifesaving clinical trials, and paychecks for our troops 
and our air traffic controllers, and as we all know much more. 
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“We should not let that happen. So, Mr. President, let’s pass the 5 bills ahead of the Friday 
deadline, and let’s focus separately on DHS—where it is clear, that accountability and reform 
cannot wait. 
 
“We do this all the time—move forward on the areas where we have an agreement—and keep 
negotiating on the others. That’s what needs to happen here and now. 
 
“And look, if the House has to come back to prevent a shutdown—so be it! That is part of the job 
they have. 
 
“Back in 2018, after the Senate cleared a spending bill and we went home for the holidays, 
President Trump did a 180 and had the House change the bill and send it back to us. You know 
what we did? We came back and we voted. That’s it. That’s our job. That’s what the House can 
do. 
 
“So, there is no need for a shutdown. There is no need for delay. And there is every need for 
serious reforms. Let’s get it done.” 
 
SENATE SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON AGING 
Chairman Rick Scott Calls for Transparency of Foreign-Made Generic Drugs, Announces 
CLEAR LABELS Act to Require Country-of-Origin Labeling 
WASHINGTON, D.C. – Today, Chairman Rick Scott led a hearing entitled “Truth in Labeling: 
Americans Deserve to Know Where Their Drugs Come From,” in which he exposed the serious 
risks of America’s overreliance on foreign-manufactured, generic drugs and announced 
his CLEAR LABELS Act, legislation requiring country-of-origin labeling for prescription drugs in 
the United States. 
 
A significant portion of prescription medications are manufactured in Communist China and 
India, often under limited regulatory oversight, leaving patients and health care providers with 
little clarity about where their medicines originate. Committee members and expert witnesses 
evaluated the risks this poses to patient safety and supply-chain resilience and offered potential 
legislative solutions to curb this crisis and protect America’s drug supply chain. 
 
and confronting the United States’ dangerous overreliance on foreign-manufactured generic 
drugs. Today’s hearing followed a bipartisan investigative report he led to expose these 
vulnerabilities and advance greater accountability on these generic drugs. Building on this 
report, Chairman Scott and Ranking Member Gillibrand have sent more than a dozen letters to 
federal agencies and industry leaders seeking information and pressing for greater transparency 
into the generic drugs Americans rely on every day. The committee’s recent hearings 
on September 17, October 8, and November 19 further examined the risks posed by foreign 
dependence and explored policy solutions to expand domestic manufacturing and ensure 
Americans’ access to safe, high-quality medicines. 
 

70

Agenda Item 5B

https://www.aging.senate.gov/press-releases/video-releasechairman-rick-scott-calls-for-transparency-of-foreign-made-generic-drugs-announces-clear-labels-act-to-require-country-of-origin-labeling
https://www.aging.senate.gov/press-releases/video-releasechairman-rick-scott-calls-for-transparency-of-foreign-made-generic-drugs-announces-clear-labels-act-to-require-country-of-origin-labeling
https://www.aging.senate.gov/hearings/truth-in-labeling-americans-deserve-to-know-where-their-drugs-come-from
https://www.aging.senate.gov/hearings/truth-in-labeling-americans-deserve-to-know-where-their-drugs-come-from
https://www.rickscott.senate.gov/2026/1/sen-rick-scott-introduces-clear-labels-act-to-hold-drug-manufacturers-accountable-and-strengthen-supply-chain-oversight
https://www.aging.senate.gov/press-releases/chairman-rick-scott-ranking-member-kirsten-gillibrand-release-investigative-report-exposing-americas-dangerous-overreliance-on-foreign-made-generic-drugs-proposing-bipartisan-policy-recommendations
https://www.aging.senate.gov/press-releases/chairman-rick-scott-delivers-on-promise-to-make-washington-work-for-aging-americans
https://www.aging.senate.gov/press-releases/video-release-chairman-rick-scott-us-overdependence-on-foreign-manufactured-generic-drugs-threatens-lives-of-americas-seniors-and-national-security
https://www.aging.senate.gov/press-releases/chairman-rick-scott-leads-aging-committee-hearing-on-closing-deadly-generic-drug-loopholes-and-rebuilding-americas-essential-medicine-supply
https://www.aging.senate.gov/press-releases/chairman-rick-scott-leads-aging-hearing-on-navigating-path-to-restoring-us-leadership-in-essential-drug-manufacturing


Chairman Scott’s witnesses for today’s hearing included Dr. John Gray, Ph.D., dean’s 
distinguished professor of operations at Fisher College of Business at The Ohio State 
University; Dr. Michael Ganio, Pharm.D., senior director, pharmacy practice and quality, at ASHP; 
and Dr. Stephen W. Schondelmeyer, Pharm.D., Ph.D., professor of pharmaceutical management 
and economics, College of Pharmacy at the University of Minnesota. Their testimonies 
highlighted critical vulnerabilities in the U.S. drug supply chain, outlined the risks created by 
limited visibility into foreign manufacturing practices, and emphasized the need for stronger 
reporting and country-of-origin labeling requirements to protect patients, support health care 
providers, and incentivize domestic pharmaceutical manufacturing. 
 
Watch Chairman Scott’s full remarks HERE. Read Chairman Scott’s remarks as prepared for 
delivery below: 
 
“The U.S. Senate Special Committee on Aging will now come to order. 
 
Last year, this committee exposed the public health risks and national security threat posed by 
America’s overreliance on Communist China and India for generic drugs and the drug 
ingredients that make them – known in the medical industry as APIs. 
 
Together, Ranking Member Gillibrand and I led a bipartisan effort to demand accountability. 
 
We sent letters to the Food and Drug Administration, the Department of Veterans Affairs, and 
key industry stakeholders, including large drug purchasers, distributors, and major pharmacies. 
 
The Aging Committee sounded the alarm and exposed the dangers in Americans’ medicine 
cabinets. 
 
Our committee also released a bipartisan report detailing the extent of these threats and held 
three hearings; in the first hearing, we heard from experts about the problems we face for our 
massive reliance on foreign-made generic drugs. 
 
We heard horrifying stories from a former FDA inspector about how dangerous and unregulated 
these drugs from Communist China and India can be. And we learned about the tragic deaths 
caused by failures to make sure the medicines Americans rely on to heal and treat them are 
actually safe. 
 
In the second hearing, we discussed solutions that create safer medicines, secure our supply 
chains so we aren’t dependent on adversaries like Communist China for our medicines, and 
create good-paying American jobs by bringing drug manufacturing BACK TO AMERICA. 
 
And in the third hearing, we heard from American drug manufacturers about the hurdles they 
face when they try to ramp up domestic production. 
 
What we uncovered during this investigation will shock you… 
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91% of prescriptions in the United States are generic drugs. 
 
Of those drugs, almost 94% use APIs, produced and processed overseas in factories, 
predominantly in Communist China and India, that have little to no FDA oversight. 
 
When the FDA does make it abroad to inspect these facilities, they often warn them in advance, 
which gives them time to cover up any longstanding issues before inspectors see them. 
 
Somehow, even with all of this time to prepare, we still see reports of skittering lizards and birds 
flying around foreign facilities. Does that sound safe and sanitary to you? NO. 
 
Here’s the deal…we face two problems that every American needs to understand… 
 
One is that foreign-manufactured generic drugs are made with untested and dangerous APIs 
from countries like India and Communist China. That means we can’t trust these drugs because 
we know they are less safe than those made in American. 
 
And the second, is that fixing that problem is made difficult by our own government bureaucracy 
that blocks American drug manufacturers and fuels our overreliance Communist China and 
India to make generic drugs. 
 
We face not just a serious public health risk, but a massive national security threat as well. 
 
Think about it: if the government of Communist China, a self-described enemy of the United 
States, or India, wants to stop the supply of prescription drugs to the United States, they can do 
so at any moment. 
 
If that happens, the United States has no plan to keep these generic life-saving drugs needed by 
millions of Americans available. 
 
This may sound far-fetched, but we’re seeing it play out in real time: Communist China has 
already limited exports of items like rare earth minerals, and during the COVID pandemic, India 
blocked the export of critical pharmaceutical ingredients. 
 
It can happen again. 
 
If we can’t solve this problem, it is only a matter of time before more American lives are 
unnecessarily lost. 
 
We cannot allow that to happen. We MUST act now. 
 
This is why I am taking action to address these threats immediately, with the introduction of my 
CLEAR LABELS Act. 
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This bill would require country-of-origin labeling for pharmaceuticals, so that physicians, 
pharmacists, and most importantly. the American families taking these medicines, know where 
these essential drugs are coming from. 
 
Every American deserves honesty and transparency about what they put into their bodies. We 
label food, clothes, and other products, but we don’t require that same standard for medicines 
that Americans, and especially our aging population, rely on. 
 
Can anyone really disagree with that? It is wholly irresponsible that we are living in the dark 
when it comes to where our medicines are made. 
 
My bill changes that. Under my bill, finished drug products prescribed and sold in the United 
States would need to identify the name and location of each included API’s original 
manufacturer, as well as the packer or distributor, right on the label or through a searchable 
electronic portal. 
 
This is a simple and commonsense reform that will bring transparency and accountability to our 
generic drug supply. 
 
The fact is, most Americans would prefer to buy American when they can. Unfortunately, with 
drugs, too often the information about the country of origin isn’t readily available. They want to 
know that what they’re taking is safe. And they want to support American jobs. 
 
By labeling these essential drugs, Americans will have more information to help them make well-
informed decisions for themselves and their families. 
 
It will also encourage more domestic drug manufacturing, making sure generic medicines that 
our aging population and all Americans rely on are more effective and readily available. 
 
Country-of-origin transparency is not just a consumer right; it’s a matter of national security, 
public health, and American pride, and I invite all members of the committee to join me and 
cosponsor this legislation. 
 
We can get country-of-origin labeling done now, to allow stakeholders at every stage of health 
care, especially the patient, to be confident and informed about the medications they take. 
 
I look forward to hearing from witnesses today on how we can empower patients to make the 
best choices for themselves and their families when it comes to where their medicines come 
from.” 
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