Pikes Peak Area

Council of Governments

Communities Working Together

Meeting Agenda
Legislative Committee
Monday, May 4, 2026, 8:30 AM

In-Person
Pikes Peak Area Council of Governments Upper Conference Room
15 S. 7th St., Colorado Springs, CO 80905

Virtual: Microsoft Teams (Video and Audio)
Meeting ID: 231 197 617 020 508
Passcode: 7PW9a9Ne

Virtual: Phone (Audio Only)
Phone: (929) 242-8427
Conference ID: 458 839 849

This meeting is for PPACG directors, PPACG staff and PPACG's lobbyists to develop positions on
legislation for consideration by the PPACG's Board of Directors. Guests are welcomed to attend
and listen in, but guest participation is at the discretion of the chair/co-chair and attending
directors.

A quorum of Board of Directors members may be present.

1. Call to Order

2. State Issues
A. Updates from Bowditch & Cassell I
B. Positioning on bills D4

3. Federal Issues
A. Federal updates X<

4. Member Open Discussion

5. Adjournment

The Pikes Peak Area Council of Governments will not discriminate against qualified individuals
with disabilities. Meetings are available to join remotely via Microsoft Teams, and meetings
include live transcription for remote and in-person attendees using automated software. Should
you require any additional auxiliary aids or services to participate, please contact



ppacg@ppacg.org or (719) 471-7080 x139 as soon as possible so that we can do our best to
accommodate your needs.

Si necesita ayuda con traduccion, llame por favor al (719) 471-7080 x139 o ppacg@ppacg.org.
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General Update

Greetings from the Capitol — it is day 108 and things are moving at a furious
pace. A total of 610 bills have been introduced, the Governor has signed 103
of them, many are under consideration by the Governor, and over 200 bills still
need to move through the legislative process. Both the Senate and the House
have worked through long floor and committee sessions every day this week,
and both chambers may be forced to work weekends. Many bills will either die
due to budget constraints or a lack of time, or be killed by a vote in committee
or on the floor.

The state budget has finally completed the whole process — the Long Bill (the
state budget) passed both chambers, and the Joint Budget Committee (JBC)
met as a conference committee to resolve the differences between the House
and Senate versions of the bill. In the House, legislators were able to get 6
amendments added to the Long Bill. In the Senate, 14 were adopted. In
conference committee, the JBC slightly altered the Cover All Coloradans
program; allowed for the automatic reenroliment of adults previously enrolled in
the 24/7 medical care program at the cost of $7.7 million; exempted maternal
and neonatal caregivers from the Medicaid reimbursement reduction; and
paused the Multimodal Transportation Fund (MMOF) transfer for three years,
rather than permanently. Now, the bill package is headed to the Governor, and
it will be signed into law, officially closing the FY 2026-27 budget. The
Governor does have the ability the veto individual line items, but doesn’t have
the ability to increase or decrease any individual appropriation.

Both the House and Senate took up controversial bills to debate on the floor
over the past two weeks. The House spent hours discussing HB 26-
1335 Abortion Medication Access on College Campuses, a bill that requires
institutions of higher education to provide access to abortion medication. The
chamber also discussed HB 26-1281 Homicide Criminal Offenses at length.
This bill will re-classify murder of extreme indifference, i.e. second-degree
murder, as a lower felony (Class 2), v?/hen only 1 person is killed or injured.


https://leg.colorado.gov/bills/HB26-1335
https://leg.colorado.gov/bills/HB26-1335
https://leg.colorado.gov/bills/HB26-1281

The House invoked Rule 14 for both of these bills, limiting debate to pre/yg%pt}aal\tem oA
filibuster. In the Senate, legislators debated SB 26-135 State Public K-12
Education Funding. This bill refers a measure to voters in the November 2026
election that, if approved, allows the state to retain revenue collected above
the TABOR cap, up to a newly established limit, for additional K-12 funding
and funding for other priorities. On each of these bills in both chambers, the
minority party put up vociferous opposition — but the majority party succeeded

in passing the bills.

Of particular note, two “privacy” bills impacting law enforcement, HB 26-
1037 Ban Government Purchase of Personal Data from Third Party and SB
26-070 Ban Government Access Historical Location Information Database both
died. Many 911 entities, local governments, and law enforcement agencies
had opposed these bills.

There are several pieces of legislation still on the table. Those of note include:

Immigration: the Governor's new immigration bill, SB 26-176 State Remedies
for Constitutional Rights Violations, is awaiting its first committee hearing. This
bill creates a private right of action against any public employee for an
individual whose rights were violated under the U.S. Constitution. This is an
expansion of this year's SB 26-005. We will see if either pass.

School Finance: similar to last year, the School Finance Act is still being
debated during the few remaining days of session. This year’s rendition of the
act, SB 26-023, increases the statewide base per pupil funding by $217.30 to
account for inflation; sets a new statewide base per pupil funding amount at
$8,909.10; and sets the total program funding at $10.2 billion.

Pinnacol: the conversion of Pinnacol to private status has been discussed for
several years, and Speaker McCluskie has announced that she will introduce
legislation to allow Pinnacol to privatize. The associated revenue that would
return to the state would be allocated to K-12 education, Medicaid providers,
workforce efforts, and other priorities. The bill has not yet been introduced.

Data Centers and Al: two competing bills on data centers (HB 26-
1030 and SB 26-102) have been introduced, but have not progressed out of
their initial committees. These bills may not move forward, and it is uncertain if
a compromise will be introduced. Similarly, an Al compromise has yet to be
introduced, after the Governor's Office announced an agreement has been
reached on modifications.

Human Services and Medicaid Re%ionalization/Redesign: the Governor
had proposed major changes to the state’s Medicaid and Human Services


https://leg.colorado.gov/bills/SB26-135
https://leg.colorado.gov/bills/HB26-1037
https://leg.colorado.gov/bills/HB26-1037
https://leg.colorado.gov/bills/SB26-070
https://leg.colorado.gov/bills/SB26-070
https://leg.colorado.gov/bills/SB26-176
https://leg.colorado.gov/bills/SB26-005
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programs, and modifications to the existing balance between state and gge%g_ﬂtytem oA
responsibilities. A draft of this bill has been circulating, and it is expected it will

be officially introduced in the coming days. It will be carried by the JBC.

Below are a few bills of interest:

e HB 26-1424 Transportation Network Company Consumer Protection
(Reps. Willford and Froelich, Sens. Cutter and Wallace) — this bill
modifies the requirements of Transportation Network Companies (TNC),
including requiring more frequent background checks; administering
review of drivers; and allowing customers and drivers to opt-in to audio
and video recording.

e SB 26-172 Front Range Passenger Rail District (Sens. Hinrichsen and
Kipp, Reps. Boesenecker and Paschal) — this bill redraws the Front
Range Passenger Rail District, ahead of this year’s likely ballot measure,
to raise sales tax in the district to activate the rail line by 2029.

e SB 26-176 State Remedies for Constitutional Rights Violations (Sens.
Weissman and Gonzales, Reps. Mabrey and Zokaie) — this bill creates a
private right of action against any public employee for an individual
whose rights were violated under the U.S. Constitution.

Click here to see all action on legislation taken by the Governor.

The link to the bill tracking report is in the blue box below.

PPACG Bill Report

Bill Status

HB 26-1001 Housing Developments on Qualified Properties — Signed
into law by the Governor.

HB 26-1010 Older Adult Support & Representation in Workforce —
Passed Senate second reading and is headed to third reading.

HB 26-1037 Ban Government Purchase of Personal Data from Third
Party — Postponed indefinitely in House Judiciary Committee.

HB 26-1043 Transportation Network Company Discriminatory Practice —
Passed House Appropriations Committee and is headed to the floor for
second reading.

HB 26-1102 Funding for Colorado DRIVES Account — Passed Senate
Finance Committee and is headed to Appropriations Committee.

HB 26-1107 Healthcare in Regulated Facilities — Headed to the
Governor for signature.
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e HB 26-1110 Vulnerable Adult Financial Exploitation Banking — Headed
to the Governor for signature.

e HB 26-1114 Allowed Minimum Lot Sizes for Subject Jurisdictions —
Postponed indefinitely in Senate Local Government & Housing
Committee.

e HB 26-1140 Local Government Impact Hearings — Postponed
indefinitely on the House floor.

e HB 26-1226 Manage Emissions from Electric Generating Units —
Passed Senate Transportation & Energy Committee and is headed to the
floor for second reading.

e HB 26-1269 Transit Access — Scheduled in Senate Transportation &
Energy Committee on Monday 5/4.

 HB 26-1289 Modification of Certain Tax Expenditures — Passed House
Appropriations Committee and is headed to the floor for second reading.

e HB 26-1272 Worker Protections Extreme Temperatures — Passed
House Health & Human Services Committee and is headed to
Appropriations Committee.

e HB 26-1308 Lot Splitting Approval by Subject Jurisdictions — Postponed
indefinitely in Senate Local Government & Housing Committee.

e HB 26-1398 Retail Delivery Fee Allocation — Headed to the Governor for
signature.

e HB 26-1399 Eliminate General Fund Transfers Multimodal Transportation
Fund — Headed to the Governor for signature.

e SB 26-022 Challenges Meeting 2030 Emissions Reduction Goals —
Postponed indefinitely in Senate Transportation & Energy Committee.

e SB 26-172 Front Range Passenger Rail District — Passed Senate third
reading and is headed to House Transportation, Housing, & Local
Government Committee.

e SB 26-176 State Remedies for Constitutional Rights Violation —

Scheduled in Senate Judiciary Committee on Monday 5/4.
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The information contained herein is current as of today's date.

Pikes Peak Area Council of Governments

HB26-1001 Housing Developments on Qualifying Properties
Comment:

Position: Oppose

Calendar NOT ON CALENDAR

Notification:

News:

Short Title: Housing Developments on Qualifying Properties

Sponsors: A. Boesenecker (D) | J. Mabrey (D) / T. Exum (D) | J. Gonzales (D)
Summary:

The bill requires a subject jurisdiction, on or after December 31, 2027, to allow a
residential development to be constructed on a qualifying property that does not
contain an exempt parcel, subject to an administrative approval process. A qualifying
property is real property that contains no more than 5 acres of land and is owned by:

A nonprofit organization with a demonstrated history of providing affordable
housing;

A nonprofit organization that provides public transit;

A nonprofit organization that has entered into an agreement with another
nonprofit organization with a demonstrated history of providing affordable

housing, provided that the agreement requires the nonprofit organization with a
7


https://statebillinfo.com/SBI/index.cfm?fuseaction=Bills.View2&billnum=HB26-1001

demonstrated history of providing affordable housing to develop a residential
development on the property; Agenda Item 2B

A school district;
A state college or university;
A housing authority; or

A local or regional transit district or a regional transportation authority serving
one or more counties.

If a subject jurisdiction requests, as part of an initial development application, that a
nonprofit organization with a demonstrated history of providing affordable housing
provide documentation that it meets required criteria, the nonprofit organization shall
provide the documentation. Each housing unit in a residential development
constructed on a qualifying property that meets certain affordable housing criteria is
equivalent to 1.1 newly constructed affordable housing units for the purposes of the
statewide affordable housing fund.

A subject jurisdiction shall not:

Disallow construction of a residential development on a qualifying property on
the basis of height if the tallest structure in the residential development is no
more than 3 stories or 45 feet tall;

Disallow construction of a residential development on a qualifying property on
the basis of height if the tallest structure in the residential development complies
with the height-related standards for the zoning district in which the residential
development will be built or any zoning district that is contiguous to the
qualifying property on which the residential development will be built;

Disallow construction of a residential development on a qualifying property
based on the number of dwelling units that the residential development will
contain, except in accordance with standards listed in the bill; or

Apply standards to a residential development on a qualifying property that are
more restrictive than the standards the subject jurisdiction applies to similar
housing constructed within the subject jurisdiction, including standards related
to structure setbacks from property lines; lot coverage or open space; on-site
parking requirements; numbers of bedrooms in a multifamily residential
development; on-site landscaping, screening, and buffering requirements; or
minimum dwelling units per acre.

Provided that the uses are allowed conditionally or by right within the zoning district
in which a qualifying property is located, a subject jurisdiction shall allow the
following uses in a residential development on a qualifying property:

8



Status:

Status History:

Amendments Link:

Fiscal Notes:

Child care; and
Agenda Item 2B

The provision of recreational, social, or educational services provided by
community organizations for use by the residents of the residential development
and the surrounding community.

The bill requires the owner of a qualifying property to notify the county assessor that
a subject jurisdiction has allowed the construction of a residential development on a
qualifying property within the county.

(Note: Italicized words indicate new material added to the original summary, dashes

through words indicate deletions from the original summary.)

(Note: This summary applies to the reengrossed version of this bill as introduced in
the second house.)

3/25/2026 Governor Signed

Status History

All Amendments

Fiscal Note

HB26-1010 Older Adult Support & Representation in Workforce
Comment:
Position: Support
Calendar Monday, May 4 2026
Notification: THIRD READING OF BILLS - FINAL PASSAGE
(4) in senate calendar.
News:
Short Title: Older Adult Support & Representation in Workforce
Sponsors: J. Willford (D) | J. Jackson (D) / J. Danielson (D)
Summary: The bill increases participation, representation, and support for individuals 68 55

years old or older in the Colgrado workforce and in organizations related to


https://www.statebillinfo.com/sbi/index.cfm?fuseaction=Public.StatusLink&bill=HB26-1001&mode=pinstripe
https://www.statebillinfo.com/sbi/index.cfm?fuseaction=Public.AmendLink&bill=HB26-1001
https://statebillinfo.com/bills/fiscal/26/HB26_1001_f1.PDF
https://statebillinfo.com/SBI/index.cfm?fuseaction=Bills.View2&billnum=HB26-1010

Status:

Status History:

employment and the workforce by:
Agenda Item 2B

Requiring the state work force development council (council), the Colorado
commission on the aging, and other entities to meet twice a year, collect data,
and work collaboratively on issues related to individuals in the workforce who
are 60 55 years old or older;
Requiring the department of labor and employment and the department of
human services to jointly submit a report compiling the data collected by the
council, the Colorado commission on the aging, and other entities to the general
assembly and requiring the department of labor and employment, during the
department's annual "SMART Act" hearings, to summarize the report to certain
legislative committees; and
Requiring that the council, the-eommisston-en-higheredueation; the state
apprentlceshlp councﬂ the commzsszon on hzgher education , and the state-beard
aton advzsory committee to the
commission on hlgher educatzon , or their successor entities, each have at least
one member serving on their governing entity that is at least 60 55 years old and
either is actively involved in or has interest, knowledge, or experience in
advocating for the interests of individuals who are 68 55 years old or older as
related to the functions of each entity.

(Note: Italicized words indicate new material added to the original summary, dashes
through words indicate deletions from the original summary.)

(Note: This summary applies to the reengrossed version of this bill as introduced in
the second house.)

5/1/2026 Senate Second Reading Passed with Amendments - Committee

Status History,

Amendments Link: All Amendments

Fiscal Notes: Fiscal Note

HB26-1018 Long-term Care Services for Nursing Home Residents
Comment:

Position:

Calendar NOT ON CALENDAR

Notification:

News:

Short Title: Long-term Care Services for Nursing Home Residents

10
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Sponsors:

Summary:

Status:

Status History:

Amendments Link:

Fiscal Notes:

J. Jackson (D) | J. Joseph (D) / J. Amabile (D) Agenda Item 2B

The bill requires an individual being discharged from a nursing facility to be
presumptively eligible for long-term services and supports under medicaid.

The bill requires the department of health care policy and financing (state
department) to determine presumptive eligibility and requires county departments of
human or social services (county departments) to set up the long-term services and
supports for an individual being discharged from a nursing facility prior to the
individual's discharge date.

The state department is required to submit an annual report to the state auditor and
post the report on the state department's website detailing information about the
individuals discharged from a nursing facility and the associated presumptive
eligibility determinations.

The bill establishes remedial measures against a county department if the county
department fails to set up long-term services and supports for the individual. The bill
establishes remedial measures against a nursing facility that fails to discharge an
individual on the discharge date due to a failure within the nursing facility's control
or fails to cooperate in good faith with the state department to ensure long-term care
services and supports are in place for the individual.

(Note: This summary applies to this bill as introduced.)

2/17/2026 House Committee on Health & Human Services Refer Amended to
Appropriations

Status History,

All Amendments

Fiscal Note

HB26-1022

Jury Duty Opt-Out for People 72 Years or Older

Comment:

Position:

Calendar
Notification:

News:

Short Title:

NOT ON CALENDAR

Jury Duty Opt-Out for Peopie 72 Years or Older


https://www.statebillinfo.com/sbi/index.cfm?fuseaction=Public.StatusLink&bill=HB26-1018&mode=pinstripe
https://www.statebillinfo.com/sbi/index.cfm?fuseaction=Public.AmendLink&bill=HB26-1018
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https://statebillinfo.com/SBI/index.cfm?fuseaction=Bills.View2&billnum=HB26-1022

Sponsors:

Summary:

Status:

Status History:

Amendments Link:

Fiscal Notes:

C. Barron (R) Agenda Item 2B

The bill allows a person who is 72 years old or older to choose to temporarily or
permanently opt out of jury service. The judge or jury commissioner may require
documentation in support of the opt-out.

(Note: This summary applies to this bill as introduced.)

1/29/2026 House Committee on State, Civic, Military, & Veterans Affairs Refer
Amended to Appropriations

Status History,

All Amendments

Fiscal Note

HB26-1037 Ban Government Purchase of Personal Data from Third Party
Comment:

Position: Oppose

Calendar NOT ON CALENDAR

Notification:

News:

Short Title: Ban Government Purchase of Personal Data from Third Party

Sponsors: J. Bacon (D) | K. DeGraaf (R) / L. Cutter (D)

Summary: The bill prohibits law enforcement and other government entities from purchasing,

or otherwise obtaining for anything of value, certain personal data from third parties.
Law enforcement agencies and other government entities are also prohibited from
sharing individuals' personal data between themselves.

Exceptions are created for obtaining personal data, including after obtaining a
judicial warrant, subpoena, or court order, when an individual consents to sharing
their data and, in the case of an emergency, involving a threat to a person's life or
physical safety.

The bill creates a private cause of action for an individual who has their personal
data obtained or shared in viglation of the prohibitions in the bill. Personal data


https://www.statebillinfo.com/sbi/index.cfm?fuseaction=Public.StatusLink&bill=HB26-1022&mode=pinstripe
https://www.statebillinfo.com/sbi/index.cfm?fuseaction=Public.AmendLink&bill=HB26-1022
https://statebillinfo.com/bills/fiscal/26/HB26_1022_f1.PDF
https://statebillinfo.com/SBI/index.cfm?fuseaction=Bills.View2&billnum=HB26-1037

obtained or shared is excluded from trial and other court proceedings, subject to
certain exceptions. Agenda Item 2B

(Note: This summary applies to this bill as introduced.)

Status: 4/22/2026 House Committee on Judiciary Postpone Indefinitely

Status History: Status History

Amendments Link: All Amendments

Fiscal Notes: Fiscal Note

HB26-1043 Transportation Network Company Discriminatory Practices
Comment:

Position: Support

Calendar Friday, May 1 2026

Notification: Appropriations

8:00 a.m. Room 0112
(7) in house calendar.

News:

Short Title: Transportation Network Company Discriminatory Practices

Sponsors: G. Rydin (D)

Summary: Under current law, the public utilities commission (commission) may assess a civil

penalty in an amount up to $550 against a transportation network company (TNC) if
the TNC had written notice of a TNC driver's violation of certain prohibitions
against discriminating against riders and the TNC failed to reasonably address the
violation. Additionally, a driver is required to report to the TNC any refusal by the
driver to provide services to a rider, and the TNC is required to annually report all
such refusals to the commission.

The bill removes the condition that a TNC first have written notice of a driver's
violation of the discriminatory prohibitions before a civil penalty may be assessed
against the TNC and increases the maximum civil penalty to $5,000. The bill also
requires:

A TNC to provide monthly, rather than annual, reporting to the commission
regarding drivers' refusali3o provide services;


https://www.statebillinfo.com/sbi/index.cfm?fuseaction=Public.StatusLink&bill=HB26-1037&mode=pinstripe
https://www.statebillinfo.com/sbi/index.cfm?fuseaction=Public.AmendLink&bill=HB26-1037
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Status:

Status History:

A TNC to provide a mechanism to allow a consumer to report a driver's refusal
to provide transport to the consumer directly on the TNC's digh€&I' {14685,
which information must be included in the TNC's monthly report; and

The commission to anonymize the TNCs' monthly reports and make the
anonymized reports available to the public.

The commission may assess a civil penalty in an amount up to $5,000 for a TNC's
failure to comply with the reporting requirements.

(Note: This summary applies to this bill as introduced.)

5/1/2026 House Committee on Appropriations Refer Unamended to House
Committee of the Whole

Status History

Amendments Link: All Amendments

Fiscal Notes: Fiscal Note

HB26-1062 Expand Deduction for Retirement Benefits
Comment:

Position:

Calendar NOT ON CALENDAR

Notification:

News:

Short Title: Expand Deduction for Retirement Benefits
Sponsors: R. Weinberg (R)

Summary: Current law allows any individual to deduct amounts, up to certain caps based on the

individual's age, received as pensions or annuities from any source, to the extent
included in federal adjusted gross income.

Notwithstanding the caps on the deduction for amounts received as pensions or
annuities from other sources, current law allows any individual who is 65 years old
or older at the close of a taxable year to subtract the total amount of social security
benefits that the individual received from the individual's federal taxable income, to
the extent those benefits were included in federal taxable income, when determining
the individual's state taxable jncome. This subtraction is also allowed to any
individual who is 55 years old or older and has an adjusted gross income for the


https://www.statebillinfo.com/sbi/index.cfm?fuseaction=Public.StatusLink&bill=HB26-1043&mode=pinstripe
https://www.statebillinfo.com/sbi/index.cfm?fuseaction=Public.AmendLink&bill=HB26-1043
https://statebillinfo.com/bills/fiscal/26/HB26_1043_f1.PDF
https://statebillinfo.com/SBI/index.cfm?fuseaction=Bills.View2&billnum=HB26-1062

Status:

Status History:

Amendments Link:

applicable tax year that is less than or equal to $75,000 if filing individually or
$95,000 if filing jointly. Agenda Item 2B

For income tax years commencing on or after January 1, 2027, the bill removes all
caps on the deduction for amounts received as pensions and annuities and allows any
individual who is 55 years old or older, regardless of income, to subtract the total
amount that the individual received as pension or annuity income from the
individual's federal taxable income, to the extent that income was included in federal
taxable income, when determining the individual's state taxable income.

(Note: This summary applies to this bill as introduced.)

2/9/2026 House Committee on Finance Postpone Indefinitely
Status History

No amendments found for this bill

Fiscal Notes: Fiscal Note
HB26-1065 Transit and Housing Investment Zones
Comment:
Position:
Calendar Friday, May 1 2026
Notification: Appropriations
8:00 a.m. Room 0112
(3) in house calendar.
News:
Short Title: Transit and Housing Investment Zones
Sponsors: J. McCluskie (D) | S. Woodrow (D) / D. Roberts (D) | T. Exum (D)
Summary: Section 2 of the bill creates the "Transit Investment Area Act" and:

Creates a mechanism for a local government and transit agency, subject to state
approval, to undertake a transit investment project (project), to designate a
transit investment area (area) in which the project will be built, and to create a
transit investment authority (authority) or to designate other financing entities
with the power to receive and use the increment of revenue derived from the
state sales tax collected itbthe area that is equal to the amount of state sales tax


https://www.statebillinfo.com/sbi/index.cfm?fuseaction=Public.StatusLink&bill=HB26-1062&mode=pinstripe
https://statebillinfo.com/bills/fiscal/26/HB26_1062_f1.PDF
https://statebillinfo.com/SBI/index.cfm?fuseaction=Bills.View2&billnum=HB26-1065

Status:

Status History:

Amendments Link:

revenue collected in an area above a designated base amount plus 20% of that
same revenue (state sales tax increment revenue) to be used to*#i4A¢ERAZible
improvements related to the project;

Allows a local government to apply to the office of economic development and
the Colorado economic development commission (commission) to undertake a
project, and, in connection with the project, to form an authority or to designate
a county revitalization authority, metropolitan district, or urban renewal
authority as the approved financing entity;

Specifies the information that a local government is required to include in the
application for a project and the criteria that the project is required to satisty to
be approved;

Requires the director of the office of economic development (director) to review
each application for a project and to make an initial determination regarding
whether the application meets the specified criteria;

Requires the director to forward each application to the commission with a
recommendation regarding whether the project should be approved;

Directs the commission to review each application and to approve or reject the
project and, as part of the approval of a project, allows the commission to
authorize the collection and use of the state sales tax increment revenue for a
designated number of years not to exceed 30 years;

Allows the commission to approve no more than 3 transit investment projects in
any calendar year and no more than 6 in total;

Allows the commission to dedicate no more than $75 million in a fiscal year to
the transit investment projects it approves;

If requested by the local government, allows the commission to authorize the
creation of an authority to receive and spend state sales tax increment revenue;
Specifies that an authority is governed by a board consisting of a certain number
of members appointed by the commission and a certain number of members
appointed by the local government;

Specifies the powers of the authority and the manner in which the state sales tax
increment revenue is divided and used;

Requires the financing entity for a project to submit a report containing
specified information to the commission; and

Authorizes a county revitalization authority, an urban renewal authority, or a
metropolitan district to receive and disburse the state sales tax increment
revenue generated within an area and to act as the financing entity for the area.

Section 9 creates the Colorado affordable housing in transit investment zones tax
credit (tax credit). The tax credit is administered in the same manner as the Colorado
affordable housing in transit-oriented communities tax credit; except that the tax
credit is awarded in connection with qualified low- and middle-income housing
projects in transit and housing zones. The bill allows $50 million of credits to be
awarded each calendar year beginning in the 2027 calendar year through the 2033
calendar year.

(Note: This summary applies to this bill as introduced.)

5/1/2026 House Committee on Appropriations Refer Amended to House Committee
of the Whole

Status History

All Amendments
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Fiscal Notes:

Fiscal Note Agenda Item 2B

HB26-1066 Tax Exemptions Low Income Rental Property Development

Comment:

Position:

Calendar NOT ON CALENDAR

Notification:

News:

Short Title: Tax Exemptions Low Income Rental Property Development

Sponsors: R. Stewart (D) | K. Stewart (D) / M. Ball (D)

Summary: Current law provides an exemption for taxation on property acquired and developed
for low-income housing by nonprofit housing providers, community land trusts, and
nonprofit affordable homeownership developers. The bill expands the exemption to
also include property intended for low-income residential rental property.

(Note: This summary applies to this bill as introduced.)
Status: 2/23/2026 House Committee on Finance Refer Amended to Appropriations

Status History:

Amendments Link:

Fiscal Notes:

Status History,

All Amendments

Fiscal Note

HB26-1100

Guardianship for Incapacitated Adults

Comment:

Position:
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Calendar
Notification:

News:

Short Title:

Sponsors:

Summary:

Status:

Status History:

Amendments Link:

NOT ON CALENDAR Agenda Item 2B

Guardianship for Incapacitated Adults

R. Stewart (D) | C. Espenoza (D) / M. Snyder (D)

The bill repeals provisions related to the guardianship of an incapacitated person and
enacts provisions related to the guardianship of an incapacitated person drafted by
the uniform law commission as part of the "Uniform Guardianship and Protective
Proceedings Act".

The bill provides guidance for guardians and clarifies how appointees must make
decisions on behalf of a person under guardianship.

The bill encourages the use of protective arrangements and less restrictive
alternatives instead of guardianship if a person's needs can be met with support
services and technology.

The bill establishes a bill of rights for adults subject to guardianship and expands the
procedural rights for respondents in guardianship proceedings.

The bill provides for visitation and communication rights for individuals subject to
guardianship or conservatorship. This includes a limitation on a guardian's ability to
prevent communication, visitation, or interactions between a person subject to
guardianship and a third party.

The bill prohibits courts from establishing full guardianship if a limited guardianship
would meet the respondent's needs, requires a petitioner seeking full guardianship to
provide support to justify full guardianship, and requires courts to provide findings
to support the imposition of full guardianship.

(Note: This summary applies to this bill as introduced.)

4/23/2026 House Committee on Finance Refer Amended to Appropriations

Status History,

All Amendments
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Fiscal Notes:

Fiscal Note Agenda Item 2B

HB26-1102 Funding for Colorado DRIVES Account

Comment:

Position: Oppose

Calendar NOT ON CALENDAR

Notification:

News:

Short Title: Funding for Colorado DRIVES Account

Sponsors: M. Lindsay (D) / M. Snyder (D)

Summary: The bill makes the following changes to increase the amount of revenue that is

directed to the Colorado DRIVES vehicle services account (DRIVES account)
created in the highway users tax fund (HUTF):

Beginning on July 1, 2027, increases revenue to the DRIVES account by
redirecting $2 of each late vehicle registration fee from the HUTF to the
DRIVES account and, consistent with current law, crediting the remainder of the
fees to the HUTF ( sections 1, 2, and 4 of the bill);

Increases revenue to the DRIVES account by authorizing the department of
revenue, beginning on Augast12;,2026 July 1, 2027 , to charge a fee , under
certain circumstances, for an individual who fails to appear at a scheduled
appointment for a driver's license, identification card, or related service or who
cancels a scheduled appointment within the 24-hour period preceding the
appointment time, and crediting this fee to the DRIVES account ( section 3 );
and

Beginning on July 1, 2026, increases revenue to the DRIVES account by
redirecting fees for special vehicle registrations for personalized license plates
from the HUTF to the DRIVES account, except that, consistent with current law,
$2 of each fee is remitted to the county general fund ( sections 1, 2, and 5 ).

The provisions of the bill that redirect revenue to the DRIVES account from the
HUTF take effect only if the section of House Bill 26-1289 concerning gasoline and
special fuel taxes becomes law.

(Note: Italicized words indicate new material added to the original summary,; dashes
through words indicate deletions from the original summary.)

(Note: This summary applies to the reengrossed version of this bill as introduced in
the second house.)
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Status:

Status History:

Amendments Link:

4/7/2026 Senate Committee on Finance Refer Amended to Approjaaadidies 28

Status History,

All Amendments

Fiscal Notes: Fiscal Note

HB26-1107 Health Care in Regulated Facilities

Comment:

Position: Monitor

Calendar NOT ON CALENDAR

Notification:

News:

Short Title: Health Care in Regulated Facilities

Sponsors: L. Feret (D) | A. Paschal (D) / L. Cutter (D)

Summary: Seetionstand-4 of-the-bill-establish The bill establishes information disclosure

requirements for a licensed facility that advertises;markets;promeotes;or offers on-
site and residential services rineluding-memeory-eare-serviees; for individuals with

dementia and dementia-related conditions, including Alzheimer's disease. The bill
refers to such a facility er-ageney as a 'dementia care facility'.

The bill requires the department of public health and environment (department),
in consultation with the state long-term care ombudsman or the ombudsman's
designee, to create a dementia care services information form (form) by Jantary July
1, 2027. The form created by the department must include fields for the disclosure of
certain information regarding a dementia care facility's dementia care services,
including the facility's:

Dementia training requirements for staff that are in addition to statutory training
requirements;

Guidelines for using restraints; and

Security features and procedures for addressing the needs of residents with
dementia.

The bill authorizes the department to regutarky review the form and update it as
needed to ensure that the form facilitates the disclosure of the required information
regarding dementia care services. After creating or subsequently updating the form,
the department must providéthe form to every dementia care facility in the state.
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The bill requires a dementia care facility to complete the form with responsive,
accurate, and complete information regarding the facility's deme88"datETedices.
Beginning by October 1, 2027, every dementia care facility must shall :

Provide its completed form to every individual who contacts the facility seeking
dementia care services;

Review and update the form when a change in information occurs to ensure that
the facility's information provided on the form is current, complete, and correct;
Publish the facility's current version of the completed form on the facility's
website; and

At all times, maintain on the facility's premises and have available for inspection
a copy of the facility's completed form with the facility's most current
information and produce the form upon request by the department during a
survey or inspection of the facility.

ProteetionAet: The bill requires the department to issue a citation to a facility that
fails to maintain on its premises and have available for inspection its completed
form, or that fails to produce the form upon request by the department during a

survey or inspection.

The bill authorizes the department to adopt rules, as necessary, to implement the
bill's requirements concerning the form, except that the rules adopted by the
department must not exceed applicable national standards. The bill also authorizes
the department to use money from the assisted living residence improvement cash
fund for the purposes of creating the form and adopting related rules.

(Note: Italicized words indicate new material added to the original summary,; dashes
through words indicate deletions from the original summary.)

(Note: This summary applies to the reengrossed version of this bill as introduced in
the second house.) 21



Status:

Status History:

Amendments Link:

Fiscal Notes:

Agenda Item 2B
5/1/2026 Signed by the Speaker of the House

Status History,

All Amendments

Fiscal Note

HB26-1110 Vulnerable Adult Financial Exploitation Banking

Comment:

Position: Support

Calendar NOT ON CALENDAR

Notification:

News:

Short Title: Vulnerable Adult Financial Exploitation Banking

Sponsors: S. Camacho (D) | J. Jackson (D) / M. Catlin (R) | J. Danielson (D)
Summary: The bill creates the 'Adults' Security and Safeguards from Exploitation in

Transactions Act' or the '"ASSET Act'. The bill requires or authorizes a qualified
individual at a bank or credit union (financial institution) to do the following when
the individual reasonably suspects that a vulnerable adult (eligible adult) is the
victim of financial exploitation:

The individual or institution must notify appropriate local law enforcement or
the county agency handling adult protective services; and

The individual or institution may notify a third party previously designated by or
reasonably associated with the eligible adult.

A financial institution or qualified individual may delay a disbursement from an
account if the financial institution or qualified individual:

Reasonably believes that the requested disbursement may result in financial
exploitation of an eligible adult;

Provides written notification of the delay and the reason for the delay to all
parties authorized to transact business on the account within 2 business days
after the requested disbursement; except that a party who is reasonably believed
to have engaged in financial exploitation of the eligible adult need not be so
notified; and 22
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Status:

Status History:

Amendments Link:

Fiscal Notes:

Continues its internal review of the suspected or attempted financial
exploitation. Agenda Item 2B

The delay may continue until:

The financial institution or qualified individual reasonably believes that the
eligible adult is not subject to financial exploitation;

Local law enforcement or the county agency handling adult protective services
concludes its investigation; or

A court orders that the delay be removed.

A financial institution or qualified individual must make a determination within
90 days after beginning the delay of a disbursement or, if waiting on the
investigation of local law enforcement or a county agency handling adult protective
services, within 180 days. The disbursement must be made or refused based on the
conclusions of the investigation or the expiration of the time.

A financial institution and qualified individual are immune from liability arising
from the actions or from failing to take the actions authorized in the bill if the act or
failure to act was made in good faith.

A financial institution must provide access to or copies of records that are relevant
to the suspected or attempted financial exploitation of an eligible adult to agencies
charged with administering state adult protective services laws and to local law
enforcement. The records made available to agencies are not public records, as
defined in the 'Colorado Open Records Act'.

(Note: This summary applies to the reengrossed version of this bill as introduced in
the second house.)

4/21/2026 House Considered Senate Amendments - Result was to Concur - Repass
Status History,

All Amendments

Fiscal Note

HB26-1114 Allowed Minimum Lot Size for Subject Jurisdictions
Comment:

Position: Oppose

Calendar NOT ON CALENDAR

Notification:

News:
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Short Title:

Sponsors:

Summary:

Status:

Status History:

Amendments Link:

Fiscal Notes:

Allowed Minimum Lot Size for Subject Jurisdictions Agenda Item 2B

R. Stewart (D) | S. Woodrow (D) / M. Ball (D)

The bill requires that, on or after October 1, 2031, a subject jurisdiction shall not
require:

That a pareel ot have an area larger than 2,000 square feet if the pareel's lot's
residential use is limited to a single family home; or

Minimum lot frontage, setbacks, open space, or maximum lot coverage
dimensions that have the practical effect of preventing the construction of a
single family home on a lot that has an area of 2,000 square feet and that has a
residential use limited to a single family home.

The bill exempts certain types of pareels lots from this requirement.

(Note: Italicized words indicate new material added to the original summary,; dashes
through words indicate deletions from the original summary.)

(Note: This summary applies to the reengrossed version of this bill as introduced in
the second house.)

4/23/2026 Senate Committee on Local Government & Housing Postpone
Indefinitely

Status History,

All Amendments

Fiscal Note

HB26-1140 Local Government Impact Hearings
Comment:

Position: Support

Calendar NOT ON CALENDAR

Notification:

News:

Short Title: Local Government Impact Hearings
Sponsors: T. Winter (R) / R. Pelton (R%4
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Summary:

Status:

Status History:

Amendments Link:

Agenda Item 2B

The bill allows the speaker of the house of representatives, the minority leader of the
house of representatives, the president of the senate, and the minority leader of the
senate (legislative leadership) to each select up to 5 legislative measures to have a
local government impact hearing during a regular legislative session. A local
government impact hearing is a dedicated time that is at least one hour and not more
than 2 hours at the beginning of a scheduled committee hearing for a legislative
measure during which one or more local governments or organizations that represent
local governments may present testimony to the committee regarding the potential
effects of the legislative measure on local governments within the state.

If a member of legislative leadership selects a legislative measure to have a local
government impact hearing, the member must:

Determine which committee of reference will hold the local government impact
hearing if the legislative measure is assigned to more than one committee of
reference; and

Notify the chair of the applicable committee of reference and the staft of the
legislative council that the legislative measure will have a local government
impact hearing.

If a member of the legislative leadership selects a legislative measure to have a local
government impact hearing, the staff of the legislative council is required to include
the local government impact hearing on the calendar as part of the regularly
scheduled legislative hearing for the legislative measure in the applicable committee
of reference.

During the local government impact hearing, one or more local governments or
statewide organizations that represents local governments may provide testimony
regarding the impact of the legislative measure on local governments for the duration
of the local government impact hearing without other limitations on the length of
testimony.

The bill requires the director of research of the legislative council to develop
procedures for the implementation of local government impact hearings.

(Note: This summary applies to this bill as introduced.)

4/29/2026 House Second Reading Special Order - Laid Over to 05/14/2026 - No
Amendments

Status History

No amendments found for this bill
25
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Fiscal Notes:

Fiscal Note Agenda Item 2B

HB26-1226 Manage Emissions from Electric Generating Units
Comment:
Position: Oppose
Calendar Monday, May 4 2026
Notification: GENERAL ORDERS - SECOND READING OF BILLS
(5) in senate calendar.
News:
Short Title: Manage Emissions from Electric Generating Units
Sponsors: J. Willford (D) | M. Froelich (D) / M. Weissman (D) | L. Cutter (D)
Summary: Section 2 of the bill requires the atr-qualityeontrol-commisston;ne-later-than

Deeember31;2029to-adeptatfinatrule division of administration in the department

of public health and environment (division), no later than July 2029, to propose a
final rule (rule) establishing certain limits on the emission of nitrogen oxides and
sulfur dioxide (emission limits) from an electric generating unit (unit) that is owned
or operated by an electric utility, is located in the state, and emitted 200 tons or more
of nitrogen oxides, sulfur dioxide, or both in calendar year 2024 (covered electric
generating unit). The rule must require compliance with the emission limits as soon
as practicable after December 31, 2830; 2034, and must not cover units that have
ceased operations, burn natural-gas-er-taet-otl natural gas, fuel oil, or both only, or
have certain systems installed before December 31, 2029. 4 unit that operates after
December 31, 2034, must install certain pollution controls and comply with the
emission limits on or before December 31, 2034.

Section 2 also requires the owner or operator of a eovered-eleetriegenerating
unit is-required to pr0V1de quarterly emlssmn reports showmg comphance with the

rule to the division.
envirenment{division): On August 1 2029, the air quallly control commission in the
department of public health and environment (AQCC) must submit to the general
assembly a list of any units that are subject to a federal order. If there are any units
subject to a federal order, the AQCC must also submit to the general assembly
recommendations on whether to amend the requirements for units subject to federal
order.

Section 3 requires an investor-owned utility or wholesale electric cooperative
that is the owner or operator of a unit, beginning 150 days after the issuance of a
federal order requiring the unit to remain operating after the unit was scheduled to
retire (order) and continuing every 90 days until the order is no longer in effect, to
file a report with the public utilities commission (commission) that contains certain
information about the costs to operate the unit and the amount of electricity
generated by the unit. The czammission must make these reports publicly available.
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Status:

Status History:

Amendments Link:

Fiscal Notes:

Section 3 also allows an investor-owned utility to submit an application for a
financing order to recover the costs of complying with an order. Agenda ltem 28

Section 3 also requires that, if the commission issues a written decision
approving a-pertfelie-thateensists-of or modifying a portfolio in an electric resource
plan in which the commission evaluates the acquisition of supply-side resources for
an investor-owned utility serving more than 500,000 customers, the commission
must approve a-tetal an amount of accredited capacity for the investor-owned utility
to reliably implement certain retirement dates or operational restrictions applicable
to the investor-owned utility's covered electric generating unit and comply with any
applicable carbon dioxide emission reduction requirements. This accredited capacity
requirement applies to an investor-owned utility serving more than 500,000
customers until the division determines that the investor-owned utility has achieved
certain carbon dioxide emission reductions or until the investor-owned utility has
retired all covered electric generating units, whichever is later.

(Note: Italicized words indicate new material added to the original summary,; dashes
through words indicate deletions from the original summary.)

(Note: This summary applies to the reengrossed version of this bill as introduced in
the second house.)

5/1/2026 Senate Second Reading Laid Over to 05/04/2026 - No Amendments
Status History

All Amendments

Fiscal Note

HB26-1268 Renewable Energy Development on Disturbed Lands
Comment:

Position:

Calendar NOT ON CALENDAR

Notification:

News:

Short Title: Renewable Energy Development on Disturbed Lands

Sponsors: K. McCormick (D) | L. Smith (D) / W. Lindstedt (D)
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Summary:

Status:

Status History:

Amendments Link:

Fiscal Notes:

Seetien1 of The bill authorizes a local government with permegidg!t@eatRBrity
over land uses (local government) to designate one or more areas within the
jurisdiction of the local government as renewable energy reinvestment areas for the
siting of renewable energy and energy storage system projects (eligible projects). In
designating an area as a renewable energy reinvestment area, the local government
must hold at least one public hearing, engage-int ensure that any outreach fo and
engagement of disproportionately impacted communities is consistent with statutory
requirements , and ensure that an eligible project may be permitted and constructed
pursuant to an administrative approval process based solely on the eligible project's
compliance with objective standards. 4 local government cannot designate an
eligible site within tribal lands without first consulting with the tribe with
jurisdiction over the lands.

If an eligible project is sited in a renewable energy reinvestment area, an urban

renewal authority or county revitalization authority (taxtrerementfinaneing

(authority) may distribute tax increment revenue to finance aﬂy—pubhe—m-ffaséfuet&fe
neededfor or reimburse costs associated with the eligible project ta-manner

eonsistent-with-the-tax—inerement-finaneing if the renewable energy reinvestment
area is included in the authority's geverning-statates urban renewal plan or county

revitalization plan .

Seetion1 requtres-a-utthity-torespond In response to a request made by a local

government or an eligible project developer for intereenneetton information

regarding the-propesed-site-ofan-elgible-projeet a designated renewable energy

reinvestment area, a utility is required to acknowledge the request and provide the
requestor readily available information within 30 days after the request is made.

Seetion2 requires The Colorado energy office is required to consolidate, publish
on its website, and periodically update fermatien-and technical and informational
resources concerning the process for siting, permitting, and developing eligible
projects in renewable energy reinvestment areas.

(Note: Italicized words indicate new material added to the original summary,; dashes
through words indicate deletions from the original summary.)

(Note: This summary applies to the reengrossed version of this bill as introduced in
the second house.)

4/14/2026 House Considered Senate Amendments - Result was to Concur - Repass

Status History,

No amendments found for this bill

Fiscal Note

HB26-1269

Transit Access

28
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Comment:

Position:

Calendar

Notification:

News:

Short Title:

Sponsors:

Summary:

Agenda Item 2B

Amend

Monday, May 4 2026

SENATE TRANSPORTATION & ENERGY COMMITTEE
1:30 PM SCR 352

(2) in senate calendar.

Transit Access

N. Ricks (D) | J. Joseph (D) / J. Marchman (D)

The bill requires certain transit agencies that have at least one million unlinked
passenger trips in the most recent year, and that are not the Colorado department of
transportation or a regional transportation authority that provides funding for but
does not directly provide transit services (covered transit agencies) , to take specific
actions in the following areas to increase transit access:

Information for transit riders;
Language access initiatives;
Access to restroom amenities; and
Reporting requirements.




Status:

Status History:

Information for transit riders. Beginning on June 30, 2027, a targe covered
transit agency must ensure that clear, up-to-date transit system maps are displayed at
all rail stations, bus stations, and bus rapid transit stops. A covered transit agency ef
any-size must ensure that information on fare rates and structures and eligibility
requirements and application instructions for fare discount programs is available
online and displayed in all transit vehicles and at all rail stations, bus stations, and
transit stops with a covered shelter. A covered transit agency may meet these
requirements by displaying summary information and a link or quick response (QR)
code to a website with detailed information. 4 covered transit agency is not required
to replace its fixed signage, displays, or maps solely to comply with these new
requirements and, instead, is only required to update the required information upon
the regularly scheduled replacement of any signage, displays, or maps.

Language access initiatives. Beginning on June 30, 2027, a covered transit
agency ef-any-stze must ensure that all publicly available information that it
disseminates related to accessing its transit services, including fare structures, transit
maps, service schedules, and the rights and responsibilities of transit riders, is
translated into languages that are widely spoken in any county in which the covered
transit agency operates or that are required by a covered transit agency's existing
language access plan. A covered transit agency may use an existing language access
plan to satisfy these language access requirements.

Access to restroom amenities. Beginning on January 1, 2028, for all long-haul
transit routes for which the average scheduled end-to-end run time is at least 3 hours,
a covered transit agency ef-any-size must provide transit riders an alternate
opportunity to access restroom facilities if an onboard restroom is out of service.

Reporting requirements. Covered transit agencies are required to annually
report their progress on the action areas required by the bill, and other required
information, to the governor and a joint meeting of the transportation committees of
the general assembly beginning on or before January 31, 2028, and on or before each
January 31 thereafter. Covered transit agencies must post this annual report on a
publicly accessible website. Covered transit agencies are only required to report
information that they already collect.

(Note: Italicized words indicate new material added to the original summary,; dashes
through words indicate deletions from the original summary.)

(Note: This summary applies to the reengrossed version of this bill as introduced in
the second house.)

3/30/2026 Introduced In Senate - Assigned to Transportation & Energy

Status History
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Amendments Link:

No amendments found for this bill Agenda Item 2B

Fiscal Notes: Fiscal Note

HB26-1272 Extreme Temperatures Worker Protections

Comment:

Position: Oppose

Calendar NOT ON CALENDAR

Notification:

News:

Short Title: Extreme Temperatures Worker Protections

Sponsors: M. Froelich (D) | E. Velasco (D) / L. Cutter (D) | M. Weissman (D)

Summary: The bill requires the department of labor and employment (CDLE), on or before

January 1, 2027, to begin collecting data concerning temperature-related injury or
illness or temperature-related emergencies at worksites in the state, including by
requiring the division of labor standards and statistics (division) to:

Develop a platform on CDLE's website where users can provide information
about occurrences of temperature-related injury or illness or temperature-related
emergencies;

Obtain from the department of public health and environment (CDPHE) data
that CDPHE has collected through its syndromic surveillance program regarding
occurrences of heat-related injury or illness or heat-related emergencies; and
Collect similar data from the division of workers' compensation and the Center
for Improving Value in Health Care.

On or before January 1, 2028, the bill requires the division to develop a model
temperature-related injury and illness prevention plan (TRIIPP) that thereafter must
be made available on CDLE's website.

Employers of workers who are exposed to extreme hot or cold temperatures at
worksites are required to develop and submit a TRIIPP to the division on or before
September 1, 2028, and the division is required to develop procedures regarding how
often employers will be required to submit an updated TRIIPP and how the division
will handle review of TRIIPPs.

Lastly, the bill requires CDLE to develop training standards related to temperature
safety and ensure that employers are providing proper training to workers who are
affected by extreme temperatures.

(Note: This summary applies to this bill as introduced.)
31


https://statebillinfo.com/bills/fiscal/26/HB26_1269_f0.PDF
https://statebillinfo.com/SBI/index.cfm?fuseaction=Bills.View2&billnum=HB26-1272

Status:

Status History:

Amendments Link:

Fiscal Notes:

3/18/2026 House Committee on Health & Human Services ReferASandnthead 2®
Appropriations

Status History,

No amendments found for this bill

Fiscal Note

HB26-1289 Modification of Certain Tax Expenditures
Comment:
Position: Amend
Calendar Friday, May 1 2026
Notification: Appropriations

8:00 a.m. Room 0112

(1) in house calendar.
News:
Short Title: Modification of Certain Tax Expenditures
Sponsors: L. Garcia (D) | K. Brown (D) / M. Weissman (D)
Summary: The bill adjusts several state tax expenditures as follows:

Section 2 of the bill prohibits certain local use tax ordinances, resolutions, or
proposals from applying to construction and building materials used by a

common rail carrier pursuant to a contract with the state, a political subdivision

of the state, or a special district allows the contracting government to use the
carrier's property or tracks for the provision of public passenger rail service;

Section 3, for income tax years commencing on and after January 1, 2027,

requires a taxpayer to add to the taxpayer's federal taxable income the excess of
any gain excluded from federal gross income pursuant to section 1400Z-2 (a)(1)

(A) of the internal revenue code over the gain invested by the taxpayer in a
Colorado-qualified opportunity fund in a manner that qualifies for exclusion

from federal gross income pursuant to the same section of the internal revenue

code;
Section 4 , for income tax years commencing on and after January 1, 2027,

creates an income tax credit for certain individuals who are 65 years old or older
in the income tax year, or who are a surviving spouse of that individual, and who
were previously eligible to receive a grant for real property tax assistance and

heat or fuel expenses assistance;
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Agenda Item 2B
Section 5, for income tax years commencing on or after January 1, 2027, allows
a combined group to elect to make a water's-edge filing election and describes
what should be taken into account in such a filing;
Section 6 , for income tax years commencing on or after January 1, 2027,
repeals the state corporate income tax deduction for wages or salaries paid that
are not allowed to be deducted at the federal level pursuant to section 280C of
the internal revenue code;
Section 6 , for income tax years commencing on or after January 1, 2027, also
eliminates the ability of corporations to deduct from their income tax liability
any amount included in federal taxable income pursuant to sections 951 (a) or
951A (a) of the internal revenue code with respect to a controlled foreign
corporation incorporated in a foreign jurisdiction for the purpose of tax
avoidance;

Sections 7, 12, and 13 eliminate a potential reduction in the amount available
for the innovative motor vehicle tax credit, the heat pump technology and
thermal energy network tax credit, and the electric bicycle tax credit,
respectively, based on an economic forecast by the office of state planning and
budgeting or legislative council staff;

Section 7 also increases the innovative motor vehicle tax credit from $1,000 to
$2,000 for certain vehicles sold or leased during the 2027 income tax year, and
from $500 to $1,000 for certain vehicles sold or leased during the 2028 income
tax year. Currently, an additional $2,500 in tax credit is allowed for certain
vehicles sold or leased on or after January 1, 2024, but prior to January 1, 2029,
that have a manufacturer's suggested retail price (MSRP) below $35,000.
Section 7 provides that certain vehicles with an MSRP below $40,000 that are
sold or leased on or after January 1, 2027, but before January 1, 2029, are
eligible for the additional tax credit.

Section 8 , for income tax years commencing on or after January 1, 2027,
modifies the income tax credit for wildfire hazard mitigation expenses by adding
the thinning of woody vegetation that is at risk of mountain pine beetle or spruce
beetle infestation or that has been killed by mountain pine beetles or spruce
beetles to the definition of "wildfire mitigation measures", modifying the
amount of the credit available, and allowing the credit to be carried forward for
5 years;

Section 9 , for income tax years commencing on or after January 1, 2027,
expands the income tax credit for the purchase of small food business recovery
grant program equipment to be available for additional food distributors and
producers, adjusts the amount of the tax credit that may be offered and claimed
for the purchase of small food business recovery grant program equipment or
participation in the supplemental food assistance benefit program, and dictates
the order in which the department of agriculture shall award these tax credits;
Sections 10 and 16 extend the electric powered lawn equipment tax credit until
January 1, 2030, and allow a retailer to receive quarterly advance payments of
the credit;

Section 11 , for income tax years commencing on or after January 1, 2027,
allows an entity not subject to income tax to be eligible for an income tax credit
for developing a qualified industrial facility, allows a taxpayer to claim the
credit for installing equipment used for utilization of biomethane, and requires
the Colorado energy office (CEO) to review applications for the credit within
120, rather than 90, days;
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Section 11 also creates a new tax credit for geothermal energy projects for
income tax years commencing on or after January 1, 2027. Thee&h{a{ifF 3P the
credit cannot exceed $5 million per taxpayer aggregated across all income tax
years for which the credit may be claimed. The total amount of credits cannot
exceed $35 million across all income tax years commencing on or after January
1, 2027, but before January 1, 2033.

Section 14 repeals the sustainable aviation fuel (SAF) production facility tax
credit, effective January 1, 2027;

Section 15 establishes the sustainable aviation fuel purchase income tax credit
for income tax years beginning on or after January 1, 2027, and before
December 31, 2032. The amount of the credit is initially $1.50, increased by
$.01 for each whole percentage of carbon intensity reduction in excess of 50%,
per gallon of SAF purchased in the state by the taxpayer, and the CEO may
adjust that amount annually. The total amount of credits issued cannot exceed $3
million per tax year. Taxpayers must apply to the CEO for a tax credit certificate
and CEO verifies eligibility and reports approved credits to the department of
revenue. The credit is refundable but may not be carried forward.

Section 17 repeals the precious metal and bullion coins sales and use tax
exemption, effective January 1, 2027;

Section 18 , for tax periods commencing on or after July 1, 2027, exempts from
tax the storage, use, or consumption of construction and building materials by or
on behalf of a common carrier by rail operating in interstate or foreign
commerce when the storage, use, or consumption of the construction and
building materials is pursuant to a contract with the state, a political subdivision
of the state, or a special district that allows the contracting government to use
the railroad's property or tracks for public passenger rail service;

Section 19 reinstates the sales and use tax exemption for wood from salvaged
trees killed or infested in Colorado by mountain pine beetles or spruce beetles,
which would otherwise expire on June 30, 2026, for a period beginning on July
1, 2027, and ending June 30, 2032;

Section 20 repeals the sales and use tax exemption for property used in space
flight, effective January 1, 2027,

Sections 21 and 22 change from 2% to 1% the allowance to cover losses in
transit and in unloading gasoline or special fuel and repeals the 0.5% allowance
for the costs of collecting the gasoline or special fuel excise tax and for
uncollectible bad debts for tax periods beginning on or after January 1, 2027,
Section 23 repeals the 3% deduction for collecting and remitting the tax on the
inventory of cigarette wholesalers for tax periods beginning on or after January
1,2027,

Section 24 repeals the 0.4% discount on the face value of tax stamps affixed to
packages containing cigarettes for tax periods beginning on or after January 1,
2027,

Section 26 repeals the 1.6% discount for expenses in the collection and
remittance of the tax on the sale, use, consumption, handling, and distribution of
tobacco for tax periods beginning on or after January 1, 2027;

Section 27 repeals the 1.1% discount for expenses in the collection and
remittance of the nicotine product distributors tax for tax periods beginning on
or after January 1, 2027;

Section 28 allows an income tax credit to a taxpayer who places a new
renewable energy investment in service on or after January 1, 2027, and
provides a 14-year carryover of any amount of the credit not used to offset the
income taxes otherwise due;

Section 28 also eliminates the enterprise zone commercial vehicle tax credit for
tax periods beginning omer after January 1, 2027;



Status:

Status History:

Amendments Link:

Fiscal Notes:

Section 29 provides that on or after January 1, 2027, a taxpayer with more than
50 employees during an income tax year is ineligible for the ne$¢"Gat&&BriSe zone
business employee tax credit in that same income tax year;

Section 30 requires, beginning January 1, 2027, a taxpayer to make at least
$150,000 in expenditures in research and experimental activities to be eligible
for the enterprise zone research and experimental activities tax credit;

Section 31 modifies the enterprise zone vacant building rehabilitation income
tax credit so that the credit only applies to buildings that have been unoccupied
for 183 days preceding when the rehabilitation is placed in service and is
available in an amount equal to 25% of the aggregate qualified expenditures per
building or $200,000 per building, whichever is less;

Section 32, beginning January 1, 2027, ends the availability of grants for real
property tax assistance and heat or fuel expenses assistance; and

Sections 33 through 39 make conforming amendments for the changes made in
sections 4 and 32.(Note: This summary applies to this bill as introduced.)

5/1/2026 House Committee on Appropriations Refer Amended to House Committee
of the Whole

Status History
No amendments found for this bill

Fiscal Note

HB26-1308 Lot Splitting Approval by Subject Jurisdictions
Comment:

Position: Oppose

Calendar NOT ON CALENDAR

Notification:

News:

Short Title: Lot Splitting Approval by Subject Jurisdictions

Sponsors: A. Boesenecker (D) | S. Woodrow (D) / J. Amabile (D) | M. Ball (D)

35


https://www.statebillinfo.com/sbi/index.cfm?fuseaction=Public.StatusLink&bill=HB26-1289&mode=pinstripe
https://statebillinfo.com/bills/fiscal/26/HB26_1289_f0.PDF
https://statebillinfo.com/SBI/index.cfm?fuseaction=Bills.View2&billnum=HB26-1308

Summary: The bill provides that, on or after December 31, 2027, subjectAernde ddmeBistrative
approval process, a subject jurisdiction shall approve the a /ot split of an original lot
into 2 new lots if the following conditions are met:

The lot split does not create a new lot that is smaller lhan 1,200 square feet in
area;

If the 2 new lots are not equal in area, the area of the smaller of the 2 new lots is
equal to or greater than 46% 30% of the area of the original lot;

The original lot isnetstbjeetto-anypreviousty-reeorded was never subject to
another lot split;

Residential use is allowed on the original lot;

1t is feasible for both of the new lots to be accessed; for utility easements to
serve both new lots, and for both new lots to meet land survey plat and
monument records requirements;

The original lot is not an exempt lot; and

The original lot is not located within a common interest community that was
created on or before December 31, 2027.

A subject jurisdiction may establish procedures to review and accept information
related to a proposed lot split, including lot information related to:

Property ownership,;

Physical characteristics of the lot, including geology and soils;

Proposed new lot lines and new lot areas,

Adequacy of water supply, sewer service, and drainage systems to serve the new
lots;

Adequacy of electric power and natural gas service to serve the new lots;
Dedication for schools, parks, streets, and other public areas, or payment of
money in lieu of such dedication,; and

Guarantees of necessary public improvements.

A subject jurisdiction:

Shall not apply a setback standard that requires a setback from the lot line
adjoining 2 new lots created through a lot split if no structure existed on the
original lot immediately preceding the lot split; and

May apply a setback standard that requires a setback from the lot line adjoining
2 new lots created through a lot split if a structure existed on the original lot
immediately preceding the lot split and if the setback is equal to or less than 5

feet.

If an original lot or any structure built on the original lot is subject to an evidence
of debt constituting a restdential-mortgageltoan /ien , then prior to approving the-split
ofan-originat a lot Splzt a subJect Jurlsdlctlon shall Verlfy that the hotder-ofthe
% e8P lienholder has
received notice of the proposed lot spht and has consented to the lot split in writing.
The kelder lienholder may condition consent to the lot split on the satisfaction of
specified conditions.

The written consent of the holder must be executed in a form that is eligible for
recording in the real property records of the county in which the original lot is
located and must include:
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Status:

Status History:

Amendments Link:

Fiscal Notes:

The notarized signature of the helder lienholder or the agent of the helder

. Agenda Item 2B
lienholder ;
The name of the record owner or ground lessee of the original lot;
The legal description of the original lot; and
The identities of all parties with an interest in the original lot, as reflected in the
real property reeerds: records, including any easements and encumbrances.

The written consent of the helder lienholder must be recorded in the office of the
county recorder of the county in which the original lot is located. If the hetder
lienholder does not provide written consent to the lot split, the subject jurisdiction
shall not approve the lot split. 4 lot split that is approved before the written consent
of the lienholder has been obtained and recorded is void.

(Note: Italicized words indicate new material added to the original summary, dashes
through words indicate deletions from the original summary.)

(Note: This summary applies to the reengrossed version of this bill as introduced in
the second house.)

4/30/2026 Senate Committee on Local Government & Housing Postpone
Indefinitely

Status History
No amendments found for this bill

Fiscal Note

HB26-1398 Retail Delivery Fee Revenue Allocation

Comment:

Position: Amend

Calendar NOT ON CALENDAR

Notification:

News:

Short Title: Retail Delivery Fee Revenue Allocation

Sponsors: K. Brown (D) | E. Sirota (D) / J. Amabile (D) | B. Kirkmeyer (R)

Summary: Joint Budget Committee. Under existing law, 28.9% of the revenue the state

collects from the retail delivery fee is credited to the multimodal transportation and
mitigation options fund (fur%&). Of the money from the retail delivery fee that is
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Status:

Status History:

Amendments Link:

Fiscal Notes:

credited to the fund, currently 85% is allocated to the commission for local
multimodal projects and 15% is allocated to the commission for #&teifffiAfodal
projects. Beginning on July 1, 2026, the bill adjusts the allocation to 70% to the
commission for local multimodal projects and 30% to the commission for state
multimodal projects.

(Note: This summary applies to the reengrossed version of this bill as introduced in
the second house.)

4/16/2026 Senate Third Reading Passed - No Amendments
Status History
No amendments found for this bill

Fiscal Note

HB26-1399 Eliminate General Fund Transfer to Multimodal Transportation
Fund

Comment:

Position: Amend

Calendar NOT ON CALENDAR

Notification:

News:

Short Title: Eliminate General Fund Transfer to Multimodal Transportation Fund

Sponsors: K. Brown (D) | R. Taggart (R) / J. Amabile (D) | B. Kirkmeyer (R)
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Summary:

Status:

Status History:

Amendments Link:

Joint Budget Committee. Under current law, the state treasufgendareaquzied to
transfer $10.5 million from the general fund to the multimodal transportation and
mitigation options fund every July 1 beginning on July 1, 2024, and ending on July

1, 2031. The bill eliminates future-transfers-after-theJuly52025;transfer: this
annual transfer for July 1, 2026, only.

(Note: Italicized words indicate new material added to the original summary,; dashes
through words indicate deletions from the original summary.)

(Note: This summary applies to the reengrossed version of this bill as introduced in
the second house.)

4/28/2026 House Consideration of First Conference Committee Report result was to
Adopt Committee Report - Repass

Status History,

No amendments found for this bill

Fiscal Notes: Fiscal Note

HB26-1424 Transportation Network Company Consumer Protection
Comment:

Position:

Calendar NOT ON CALENDAR

Notification:

News:

Short Title: Transportation Network Company Consumer Protection

Sponsors: J. Willford (D) | M. Froelich (D) / L. Cutter (D) | K. Wallace (D)
Summary: Current law requires that, before an individual is permitted to act as a

transportation network company (TNC) driver through the use of a TNC's digital
network, the individual shall obtain a criminal history record check. The bill requires
that the TNC:

If the TNC has 1,500 or more drivers operating on its digital network, pay for
the required criminal his®ry record check for an individual before the individual
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is permitted to act as a driver;

Procure a privately administered criminal history record checK¥81°a @TV2% at
least once every 6 months after the initial criminal history record check; and
Procure a privately administered criminal history record check if a person files a
complaint against a driver with the TNC or the public utilities commission
(commission) regarding specified allegations. The TNC shall pay the costs of
the privately administered criminal history record checks.

A TNC shall initiate a review of a driver for deactivation if the TNC is notified
through a complaint filed with the TNC or the commission or is contacted by the
commission, the attorney general's office, a district attorney's office, or a law
enforcement agency regarding certain allegations against the driver. A driver who
has been deactivated may challenge the deactivation through the TNC's deactivation
and suspension policy. The bill requires the commission to create a process by rule
for sharing information between TNCs regarding the deactivation of drivers.

If a person files a complaint against a TNC or a driver, the TNC shall respond to a
subpoena or search warrant for information related to the complaint from a court, the
attorney general's office, a district attorney's office, the commission, or a law
enforcement agency no later than 72 hours after the request is made.

A TNC shall ensure that a driver or rider may opt in to audio and video recording
of each prearranged ride and integrate audio and video recording into the TNC's
digital platform in accordance with rules adopted by the commission. On or before
June 1, 2028, the commission shall also adopt rules regarding the audio and video
recording requirements, including rules regarding access to, ownership of, storage
of, notification about, and education on the audio and video recordings.

A provision in a contract between a TNC and a driver or rider is declared void as
against public policy if the provision attempts or purports to waive specified rights.

The bill requires that, on or before February 1, 2027, and on or before February 1
each year thereafter, a TNC shall submit specified data related to incidents involving
safety and discrimination to the commission, the attorney general, and each member
of the general assembly.

The bill requires a TNC to develop policies to:

Prevent imposter drivers, account sharing, and account renting;

Prevent sexual assault, physical assault, and homicide against or committed by
the TNC's drivers;

Prohibit the transportation of an unaccompanied youth who is under 15 years
old unless the youth is part of a duly authorized family account;

Allow a driver to refuse a prearranged ride to an individual who is not
authorized to use the account requesting the prearranged ride;

Notify and train drivers and riders of any updates to TNC safety policies;

Prohibit drivers from offering, selling, or providing food or beverages that are
not factory-sealed to riders;

Require drivers to report information regarding a conviction of or a plea of
guilty or nolo contendere to specified offenses; and

Prevent crimes committed against drivers by riders.

A TNC is prohibited from:

Altering the rating a rider assigned to a driver or the rating a driver assigned to a
rider on a TNC's digital platform;
Assigning an automatic gg default driver rating that the rider did not assign; or



Status:

Status History:

Amendments Link:

Fiscal Notes:

Assigning an automatic or default rider rating that the driver did not assign.
Agenda Item 2B

A TNC may delete ratings or reviews that are motivated by fraud or bias. A TNC
shall not consider negative ratings or reviews that are motivated by fraud or bias in a
review of a driver for deactivation or an internal deactivation reconsideration.

A TNC is prohibited from collecting biometric data or biometric identifiers from a
driver or rider without first obtaining the consent of the driver or rider. If a TNC
collects biometric data or biometric identifiers from a driver or rider, the TNC shall
comply with specified provisions of the 'Colorado Privacy Act' regarding biometric
data and biometric identifiers.

A TNC that violates the bill may be assessed a civil penalty of not more than
$1,500 per violation.

(Note: This summary applies to this bill as introduced.)

4/30/2026 House Committee on Business Affairs & Labor Refer Amended to House
Committee of the Whole

Status History

No amendments found for this bill

Fiscal Note

SB26-022 Challenges Meeting 2030 Emissions Reduction Goals

Comment:

Position: Support

Calendar NOT ON CALENDAR

Notification:

News:

Short Title: Challenges Meeting 2030 Emissions Reduction Goals

Sponsors: M. Snyder (D) | C. Simpson (R) / J. Caldwell (R) | A. Paschal (D)

Summary: Current law requires certain entities to file a clean energy plan (plan) to achieve an

80% decrease of greenhouse gas emissions caused by the entity's electricity sales in
Colorado by 2030 relative to 2005 levels. Other entities may voluntarily choose to

file a plan. ”
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Status:

Status History:

Amendments Link:

Fiscal Notes:

Under current law, no later than March 31, 2026, an entity required to submit a plan
may inform the division of administration (division) in the depart&HP 5 Bublic
health and environment in writing of challenges the entity is encountering or expects
to encounter in achieving the 80% reduction of greenhouse gas emissions by 2030.
The bill clarifies that an entity that has voluntarily submitted a plan may also inform
the division of challenges the entity is encountering or expects to encounter in
achieving the 80% reduction of greenhouse gas emissions by 2030. The bill also
extends the deadline by which an entity must inform the division of challenges from
March 31, 2026, to May 31, 2026.

A cooperative electric association (association) exempted from regulation by the
public utilities commission or a municipal utility (utility) that informs the division of
challenges the association or utility is encountering or expects to encounter has until
December 31, 2026, to submit to the division an updated plan with the earliest year,
not later than 2040, that the association or utility expects to be able to achieve the
80% decrease of greenhouse gas emissions, relative to 2005 levels, without
impairing the association's or utility's ability to maintain applicable electric
reliability standards and without increasing the association's or utility's average
annual electric rates greater than 1.5%.

The bill prohibits the air quality control commission and the division from
undertaking any action that impairs the association's or utility's ability to maintain
applicable electric reliability standards or that increases the association's or utility's
average annual electric rates greater than 1.5%.

(Note: This summary applies to this bill as introduced.)

4/29/2026 Senate Committee on Transportation & Energy Postpone Indefinitely
Status History,
No amendments found for this bill

Fiscal Note

SB26-024 State & Local Unmanned Aircraft Regulation
Comment:

Position: Monitor

Calendar NOT ON CALENDAR

Notification:

News:

Short Title: State & Local Unmanned Ajscraft Regulation
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Sponsors:

Summary:

Status:

Status History:

Amendments Link:

Fiscal Notes:

L. Liston (R) | D. Michaelson Jenet (D) / M. Soper (R) Agenda Item 2B

The bill creates the "Unmanned Aircraft Systems Rights and Authorities Act". The
bill does the following:

Authorizes an individual to operate an unmanned aircraft system (drone system)
for recreational purposes in this state;

Authorizes a person to operate a drone system for commercial purposes within
this state if the business is lawful and the operation is in compliance with state
and federal law;

Prohibits the state or a political subdivision of the state (local government) from
requiring the registration of an unmanned aircraft or a drone system beyond
what may be required by state and federal law;

Clarifies that the operation of a drone system in compliance with federal law
does not, standing alone, give rise to legal liability;

Establishes and limits the regulatory authority of the state; and

Establishes and limits the regulatory authority of a local government.

In connection with establishing and limiting the regulatory authority of the state, the
bill authorizes the state to regulate the use of drone systems owned by or used by the
state or launching from or landing on state property. Exceptions to the state's
regulatory authority are made for emergencies, maintenance, technical malfunctions,
and law enforcement.

In connection with establishing and limiting the regulatory authority of local
governments, the bill prohibits a local government from regulating ownership,
operation, design, manufacture, testing, maintenance, licensing, registration,
certification, or equipment requirements or qualifications, training, or certification of
a pilot, operator, or observer. A local government may regulate the use of drone
systems owned by or used by the local government or launching from or landing on
local government property. A local government's resolution or ordinance that is
general in nature, such as a nuisance regulation, applies to a drone system.

(Note: This summary applies to this bill as introduced.)

2/25/2026 Senate Committee on Local Government & Housing Postpone
Indefinitely

Status History,

All Amendments

Fiscal Note

SB26-030

Local Access State Parks Grant Program
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Comment:

Position:

Calendar

Notification:

News:

Short Title:

Sponsors:

Summary:

Agenda Item 2B

Support

NOT ON CALENDAR

Local Access State Parks Grant Program
M. Baisley (R)

In accordance with the "Keep Colorado Wild Pass Act", a person registering their
motor vehicle in Colorado may, at the time of registration, elect to purchase a keep
Colorado wild pass as an annual state parks and public lands pass for their motor
vehicle. The keep Colorado wild pass provides the person access by car, bike, or foot
to any Colorado state park or other participating public land for the duration of the
vehicle's registration period. The option to purchase a keep Colorado wild pass is
offered at the time of registration of any passenger motor vehicle, light-weight truck,

motorcycle, or recreational vehicle. Currently, the cost for a keep Colorado wild pass
is $29.

All money collected from the purchase and sale of the keep Colorado wild pass is
remitted to the department of revenue, which in turn transmits the money, minus
administrative costs, to the state treasurer.

By statute, the first $36 million collected from the keep Colorado wild pass is
allocated to the following 3 funds:

$32.5 million to the parks and outdoor recreation cash fund for state parks
maintenance, staffing, and resources;

$2.5 million to the backcountry search and rescue fund, in furtherance of the
goal of supporting Colorado's search and rescue volunteers who respond to
backcountry emergencies and who develop educational programs and campaigns
to promote backcountry safety; and

$1 million to the Colorado avalanche information center fund, in furtherance of
the goal of protecting winter recreationists by supporting backcountry avalanche
safety and awareness.

The amounts allocated to these 3 funds are adjusted annually based on changes to the
United States department of labor's bureau of labor statistics consumer price index
for Denver-Aurora-Lakewood for all items and all urban consumers.

After allocating the first $36 million to the 3 funds, as specified above, statute
currently directs the state treasurer to credit any remaining money collected from the
purchase and sale of the keep Colorado wild pass as follows:

One-half of any remaining money is credited to the wildlife cash fund; and
One-half of any remaining money is credited to the parks and outdoor recreation
cash fund, in furtherance of the goals of:

Building and maintaining new state parks on a regular basis in partnership with
local governments, conservationists, recreationists, and other land management



Status:

Status History:

Amendments Link:

Fiscal Notes:

agencies; and
Funding Colorado regional outdoor partnerships to support coritmiR dfiven
conservation and recreation planning and projects.

The bill modifies how, after the allocation of the first $36 million, any remaining
money collected from the purchase and sale of the keep Colorado wild pass is
allocated. The bill creates the state park and state wildlife area access cash fund
(fund) for the purpose of supporting local governments in efforts to improve roads
and other infrastructure that provide local access to state parks and state wildlife
areas accessed from within a local government's boundary (local access). The bill
directs the entirety of any remaining money to the fund, instead of dividing and
allocating the remaining money between the wildlife cash fund and the parks and
outdoor recreation cash fund.

The bill also creates the state park and state wildlife area access grant program (grant
program). The bill requires the division of local government (division) in the
department of local affairs to administer the grant program and to award grants to
local governments that apply for a grant to improve local access. Money in the fund
is used to pay the grant awards.

The bill preserves the current allocation of the first $36 million, adjusted annually, to
the parks and outdoor recreation cash fund, the backcountry search and rescue fund,
and the Colorado avalanche information center fund. The bill also specifies that, if
no applications for local access grants are received by the division by December 31,
2029, and by December 31 for each year thereafter, half of the remaining money
collected from the purchase and sale of the keep Colorado wild pass is transferred to
the wildlife cash fund and half is transferred to the parks and outdoor recreation cash
fund in furtherance of specific goals.

(Note: This summary applies to this bill as introduced.)

2/10/2026 Senate Committee on State, Veterans, & Military Affairs Postpone
Indefinitely

Status History

All Amendments

Fiscal Note

SB26-033 Clean Energy Permitting Processes
Comment:

Position:

Calendar NOT ON CALENDAR

Notification:
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News:

Short Title:

Sponsors:

Summary:

Agenda Item 2B

Clean Energy Permitting Processes
L. Liston (R) / T. Winter (R)

The bill creates the Colorado clean energy permitting coordination office (office) in
the Colorado energy office to provide coordination and technical assistance to
owners or operators, local governments, and state permitting authorities regarding
permitting for the construction, expansion, repowering, or material modification of a
clean energy resource facility project (covered clean energy project).

At the request of the owner or operator of a covered clean energy project (owner or
operator) or a local government with jurisdiction over the covered clean energy
project or that the owner or operator determines is likely to experience direct and
significant impacts from the covered clean energy project (host community), the
office must convene a meeting (application coordination meeting) to coordinate the
filing of permit applications for the covered clean energy project that includes
certain interested parties. Following an application coordination meeting, the office
must prepare a coordinated permitting schedule for the covered clean energy project
that identifies the permits and approvals likely to be required for the covered clean
energy project and certain other information (coordinated permitting schedule).

The office is required to develop and maintain a public dashboard (public dashboard)
on the office's website for an owner or operator that receives a coordinated
permitting schedule or that receives state technical assistance from the office.

Eftfective July 1, 2027, at least 90 days before the owner or operator submits the first
state permit application for a covered clean energy project, the owner or operator
must submit a community engagement plan to the office and relevant state
permitting authorities. A community engagement plan must identify host
communities for the project and describe certain other community engagement
efforts regarding the project.

Eftfective July 1, 2027, an owner or operator must prepare a community benefit
agreement and submit the community benefit agreement to the office and the parties
participating in the covered clean energy project's application coordination meeting.
The office is required to develop model community benefit agreement terms for a
covered clean energy project and post the terms on the covered clean energy project's
public dashboard or the office's website.

The office is required to prioritize technical assistance and permitting readiness
support for covered clean energy projects that repower or reuse retired or retiring
fossil fuel generation sites, are located in coal transition communities, or are located
on brownfield sites. On or before December 1, 2027, the office shall publish and
update annually an inventory identifying coal plant and industrial sites and
brownfield sites suitable for redevelopment for clean energy resource facilities and
other key infrastructure considerations.

Effective July 1, 2027, an owner or operator must develop and submit to the office a
safety and emergency preparedness plan and coordinate with relevant local
emergency management agencies and the Colorado division of homeland security
and emergency management in implementing the safety and emergency
preparedness plan. The office shall post a safety and emergency preparedness plan
on the covered clean energy project's public dashboard or the office's website.

Effective November 1, 2027,an owner or operator of a covered clean energy project
must submit to the office a grid reliability and security statement. The office must



Status:

Status History:

Amendments Link:

Fiscal Notes:

coordinate with the public utilities commission and utilities as appropriate to align
permitting readiness with grid reliability needs. b e 212

On or before December 1, 2027, and on or before each December 1 thereafter, the
office must submit a report to certain committees of the general assembly
summarizing certain information about the functions of the office.

(Note: This summary applies to this bill as introduced.)

2/17/2026 Senate Committee on State, Veterans, & Military Affairs Postpone
Indefinitely

Status History
No amendments found for this bill

Fiscal Note

SB26-035 Increase of Traffic Violation Penalties
Comment:
Position:
Calendar Friday, May 1 2026
Notification: Appropriations
8:00 a.m. Room 0112
(17) in house calendar.
News:
Short Title: Increase of Traffic Violation Penalties
Sponsors: D. Roberts (D) / C. Clifford (D)
Summary: The bill increases the penalties for illegally overtaking a vehicle on the left in a

no-passing zone and clarifies that no-passing zones are indicated by a solid yellow
line or line pavement markings. The bill requires the Colorado department of

transportation to prioritize installing signage on roadways with increased incidents of
crashes resulting from illegal overtaking on the left.

The bill increases the penalties for multiple speeding violations within a one-year,
2-year, or 5-year period and increases the penalty for drivers driving a vehicle 100
miles per hour or greater. The bill requires that drivers who have multiple speeding
violations within a one-year, 2-year, or 5-year period receive a summons and
complaint upon committing#heir violation instead of a penalty assessment notice.
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Status:

Status History:

Amendments Link:

Fiscal Notes:

The bill increases the penalty for violating regulations regarding transporting
hazardous materials by motor vehicle, including increasing the pe#HEA% YoP 2Bsecond
or subsequent violation.

The bill appropriates $30,943 to the Colorado department of revenue from the
Colorado DRIVES vehicle services account.

(Note: Italicized words indicate new material added to the original summary,; dashes
through words indicate deletions from the original summary.)

(Note: This summary applies to the reengrossed version of this bill as introduced in
the second house.)

5/1/2026 House Committee on Appropriations Refer Amended to House Committee
of the Whole

Status History,

All Amendments

Fiscal Note

SB26-116 Property Tax Modifications
Comment:
Position:
Calendar Thursday, May 7 2026
Notification: Finance
Upon Adjournment Room 0112
(4) in house calendar.
News:
Short Title: Property Tax Modifications
Sponsors: M. Weissman (D) / Y. Zokaie (D)
Summary:
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Status:

Status History:

Amendments Link:

Fiscal Notes:

Seetions-5 and-6 extend Under current law, the portable qualified-senior primary
residence benefit ereated (benefit) exists for property tax years 2025 and 2026. te
fature property-tax—years: Section 1 of the bill makes conforming changes to
Statutory requirements associated with this benefit so that related requirements for
county assessors, county treasurers, and the property tax administrator have end
dates that align with the end of the benefit.

Section 7 2 changes the state property tax exemption for business personal
property, commencing on and after January 1, 2027, by setting the exemption
threshold for such property at $66;806 358,000 , without an adjustment for inflation .
and-by-eliminating The bill also sets the reimbursement previston for property tax
losses due to the exemption , for property tax years beginning on and after January
1, 2027, at the reimbursement amount for the 2026 property tax year .

(Note: Italicized words indicate new material added to the original summary,; dashes
through words indicate deletions from the original summary.)

(Note: This summary applies to the reengrossed version of this bill as introduced in
the second house.)

4/27/2026 Introduced In House - Assigned to Finance

Status History

No amendments found for this bill

Fiscal Note
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SB26-172

Front Range Passenger Rail District AgEmea (iEam 215

Comment:

Position:

Calendar
Notification:

News:

Short Title:

Sponsors:

Summary:

Status:

Status History:

Amendments Link:

Fiscal Notes:

Monitor

NOT ON CALENDAR

Front Range Passenger Rail District

N. Hinrichsen (D) | C. Kipp (D) / A. Boesenecker (D) | A. Paschal (D)

The bill makes a number of changes to the boundaries and operation of the front
range passenger rail district (district).

Section 1 of the bill changes the boundaries of the district to include certain
listed municipalities, any municipality whose governing board and, if necessary,
electors, consent for the municipality to be included in the district, certain listed
metropolitan districts, and any metropolitan district whose governing board consents
for the metropolitan district to be included in the district and that is identified for
inclusion in the district by a board resolution.

Section 2 requires that directors of the board appointed on or after July 1, 2026,
reside within the district, unless that director is already serving on the board.

Section 3 allows the board to create subdistricts within the district.

Section 4 changes the method for determining the distribution of the costs of a
district or subdistrict election. Under the new method, the costs of such an election
are distributed in the same method and manner as state primary, coordinated,
general, congressional vacancy, special legislative, or recall elections conducted after
July 1, 2024. Section 4 also requires that any constitutionally required notice for a
district or subdistrict election be included in the ballot information booklet.

(Note: This summary applies to the reengrossed version of this bill as introduced in
the second house.)

5/1/2026 Introduced In House - Assigned to Transportation, Housing & Local
Government

Status History

No amendments found for this bill

Fiscal Note
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SB26-176 State Remedies for Constitutional Rights Violation

Comment:

Position: Oppose

Calendar Monday, May 4 2026

Notification: SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE
1:30 PM Old Supreme Court
(1) in senate calendar.

News:

Short Title: State Remedies for Constitutional Rights Violation

Sponsors: M. Weissman (D) | J. Gonzales (D) / J. Mabrey (D) | Y. Zokaie (D)

Summary: A person who, under color of any law, subjects, or causes to be subjected, another
person to the deprivation of any rights, privileges, or immunities secured by the
United States constitution is liable to the injured party for legal or equitable relief. A
defendant may assert a defense of absolute or qualified immunity to the same extent
as in certain federal actions alleging a deprivation of rights. An action alleging a
deprivation of constitutional rights must be commenced within 2 years after the
cause of action accrues.
(Note: This summary applies to this bill as introduced.)

Status: 4/21/2026 Introduced In Senate - Assigned to Judiciary

Status History:

Amendments Link:

Fiscal Notes:

Status History

No amendments found for this bill

Fiscal Note

HB26-1430

Transportation Funding Adjustments
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Updates from National Association of Regional Councils
CONGRESS
The House and Senate are in session.

Surface Transportation Bill Delayed in Committee

The House Transportation Committee did not hold a surface transportation reauthorization
markup by its target date of April 29, signaling lawmakers’ continued struggle to reach a
consensus on issues like autonomous vehicle framework, the lifespan of the Highway Trust
Fund, and the legislation’s top line funding number. Negotiations are ongoing, but text has yet to
be released. The committee is now targeting mid-May for a target release date of legislative text.
Meanwhile, the Senate committees responsible for transportation have yet to release legislative
text or signal they are close to the finish line. With committee target dates delayed, the
prospects for a full reauthorization by the September 30 deadline continue to slip.

Congress Restores DHS Funding to Non-Immigration Agencies

This afternoon, the House passed the partial DHS funding measure put forward by the Senate
nearly a month ago, restoring funding to agencies like the Coast Guard, TSA, FEMA, and other
non-immigration offices. Though negotiations regarding ICE and Border Patrol expenses
continue, this half of Congress’ two-track funding approach is expected to be swiftly signed into
law after nearly 11 weeks of departmental shutdown.

Since the funding lapse began, nearly 1,000 TSA officers have left their positions, despite orders
from the administration to pay staff using existing DHS funds. With the World Cup expecting to
draw thousands of tourists to airports, officials are concerned that TSA's staffing issues and the
increased summer travel will result in increased security line wait times.

Bipartisan Lawmakers Push to Remove Build-to-Rent Restrictions from Housing Bill

A bipartisan coalition of 76 House members is urging congressional leadership to remove or
revise Section 901 of the Senate-passed 21st Century ROAD to Housing Act, warning the
provision could undermine housing affordability goals. Lawmakers argue that the language
would discourage build-to-rent development, reduce rental housing supply, and limit housing
options for families at a time of severe nationwide shortages. The push adds to growing House
resistance as negotiations continue working towards a final housing package.

Republicans Move Toward Action on Data Center Power Costs

As the 2026 midterms approach, House Republicans prioritize legislative action to address rising
electricity costs, with the House Energy and Commerce Committee now planning an “Al and the
Grid” hearing considering several proposals aimed at protecting ratepayers. One proposal
includes a draft Ratepayer Protection Act that would require large power users to cover the full
cost of new generation and transmission infrastructure needed to support them. The move
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follows concerns that data center-driven demand could drive up household electricity bills,
marking a shift toward federal activism in an area traditionally overseen by states.

ADMINISTRATION

$1.1 Billion Invested in Railroad Crossing Safety Grant

Last Friday, DOT Secretary Sean Duffy announced that $1.1 billion is available through the open
Notice of Funding Opportunity for the Railroad Crossing Elimination grant to improve safety
infrastructure at railroad crossings, citing the more than 2,000 incidents and 300 fatalities that
occur annually as motivation for the investment. The Railroad Crossing Elimination grant
program was recently revamped under Secretary Duffy to prioritize safety, enhance access to
emergency services, and improve the mobility of people and goods. In addition to infrastructure
upgrades such as overpasses, underpasses, upgrading safety technology, and relocating tracks,
the funding is also available for rail safety education programs. Applications close June 8.

New York Sues DOT, FMCSA Over Threatened Highway Funding Cut

The state of New York filed a lawsuit against the U.S. Department of Transportation and the
Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) to block the loss of $73.5 million in federal
transportation funding scheduled to begin in October. The state argues it has complied with
federal standards in issuing commercial driver’s licenses to non-domiciled drivers and says the
threatened funding cut would jeopardize road maintenance, safety improvements, and
infrastructure upgrades. A similar theme is unfolding in California and Florida as drivers push
back against enforcement actions tied to Commercial Drivers’ License requirements.

EPA Launches New Lead Resource Website

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency announced the launch of a redesigned lead
information website and new public education tools focused on lead poisoning prevention. The
updated site, epa.gov/lead, consolidates guidance and resources related to lead exposure from
paint, drinking water, soil, air, and dust for families, professionals, and other stakeholders.
According to EPA, the website is part of a broader federal effort to improve access to
information and support coordination across agencies on lead-related issues. The
announcement follows a series of recent regulatory, funding, and programmatic actions aimed
at addressing ongoing risks of lead exposure, particularly for children.

EDA Makes Operational Reorganization Updates

The U.S. Economic Development Administration announced a series of operational changes
aimed at modernizing its programs and internal structure following its 2025 reauthorization. The
agency has completed a congressionally approved reorganization that creates new
programming offices, formalizes grants management and research functions, and establishes an
Office of Disaster Recovery and Resilience to support communities affected by recent disasters.
EDA is also streamlining internal processes and regulations to reduce administrative burdens for
applicants and improve consistency across its regional offices. Agency officials say the changes
are designed to align EDA's operations with updated statutory requirements and strengthen
support for locally led economic development.
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OTHER NEWS

Amtrak Sues Metro-North Over Track Access

Amtrak filed a federal lawsuit against Metro-North Railroad, alleging the commuter rail agency is
restricting access to key routes and hindering Amtrak’s ability to expand and improve intercity
service. The dispute centers on track access, scheduling, and infrastructure use along the busy
Northeast Corridor, raising broader questions about coordination between intercity and
commuter rail providers. The case could have implications for rail operations, service reliability,
and future passenger rail investments in the region.

Union Pacific, Norfolk Southern Revise Merger Bid

Union Pacific and Norfolk Southern today submitted a revised merger application to federal
regulators at the Surface Transportation Board, arguing the deal would deliver stronger growth,
expanded service, and greater efficiency across the national freight rail network. The updated
proposal includes additional concessions aimed at addressing competition and service concerns
raised by shippers, labor groups, and regulators. The merger remains under close scrutiny, with
significant implications for freight rail competition, supply chains, and communities along major
rail corridors.

Alabama Appoints First State Chief Al Officer

Alabama has named Aaron Wright as its first-ever Chief Artificial Intelligence Officer, creating a
unique, centralized leadership role to guide Al use across state government. The Chief Al Officer
will be responsible for coordinating agency efforts, promoting responsible Al adoption, and
improving service delivery through emerging tools. The move reflects a broader trend as other
states and local governments consider similar leadership roles to bring structure, governance,
and accountability to the expanding use of Al in the public sector.
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Updates from the federal delegation

SENATOR BENNET

Bennet, Merkley, Wyden, Heinrich Introduce Legislation to Block Sale of Federal Public
Lands

Washington, D.C. — Colorado U.S. Senator Michael Bennet, Ranking Member of the Senate
Agriculture Subcommittee on Conservation, Forestry, Natural Resources, and Biotechnology, led
Senators Jeff Merkley (D-Ore.), Ranking Member of the Senate Committee on the Budget, Ron
Wyden (D-Ore), Ranking Member of the Senate Finance Committee, and Martin Heinrich (D-
N.M.), Ranking Member on the Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources, to
introduce the Public Lands Integrity Act. This bill would ensure that America’s public lands
cannot be sold as part of a fast-tracked process in a budget reconciliation bill, which allows for
passage in the Senate by a simple majority vote.

During consideration of the One Big Beautiful Bill Act, the Republicans’ budget reconciliation bill
that passed in July 2025, the Senate nearly approved a provision to sell one to three million acres
of federal public lands to generate revenue to pay for other Republican priorities. Bennet
worked to build strong bipartisan opposition alongside lawmakers, states, counties, and
sportsmen’s groups across the West. The Senate ultimately abandoned the provision. Today,
under current rules, any senator could propose expedited public land sales in a future budget
reconciliation bill and the Public Lands Integrity Act would eliminate that option.

“Public lands make Colorado, Colorado,” said Bennet. “They're the foundation of our economy,
and they represent treasured parts of our communities, our geography and our history.
Congress must never use fast-tracked Senate procedure to sell Americans’ public lands to fund
short-term partisan spending. Not now, not ever.”

“Oregonians and folks across America are united with a clear message—our public lands are not
for sale,” said Merkley. “These beloved natural treasures belong to all of us, contributing to the
spirit and economies of communities all over the United States. As Republicans attempt to rip
away public lands from public use, | will fight like hell to protect and preserve our public lands
for generations to come.”

“Republicans have proved they will stop at nothing to sell off our country’s public lands to the
highest bidder,” said Wyden. “This bill would help keep public lands in public hands by closing
arcane loopholes that allow Republicans to carry out their fantasies of selling our beloved
forests and lands off to billionaires.

“Public lands belong in public hands. The Public Lands Integrity Act will protect access to our
public lands by preventing Senate Republicans from selling them off to bankroll massive,
unchecked spending on ICE and Border Patrol — or to finance future tax giveaways for their
billionaire donors,” said Heinrich.
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America’s public lands are owned by the public and managed to provide public benefits in
perpetuity. This legislation would prevent the sale of federal public lands through expedited
Senate procedures under the budget reconciliation process by amending the Congressional
Budget Act’'s (CBA) “Byrd Rule.”

The reconciliation process - established under the CBA - allows legislation affecting revenue and
spending to pass the Senate with a simple majority vote. To prevent the inclusion of unrelated
policy, Congress amended the CBA to include the “Byrd Rule,” which makes “extraneous”
provisions subject to a point of order and a 3/5th majority vote. Bennet's proposal would define
provisions resulting in the sale, transfer, or disposal of federal public lands as extraneous,
making it significantly harder to permanently dispose of public lands that provide long-term
benefits to the American people.

Bennet has long been a fierce champion for Colorado’s public lands. In June 2025,

Bennet slammed Senate Republicans’ proposal to sell up to 3 million acres of public land as out
of touch with Colorado and the American West. He also released a joint statement with U.S.
Congressman Joe Neguse (D-Colo.) on this proposal.

Specifically, the Public Lands Integrity Act would:
e Designate any reconciliation provision resulting in the sale or disposal of federal public
lands as “extraneous” under the “Byrd Rule”;
e Allow any Senator to strip a provision proposing the sale of federal public lands from a
reconciliation bill by raising a “Byrd Rule” point of order; and
e Ensure that decisions about the future of federal public lands are debated through
regular legislative order, rather than rushed through expedited budget procedures.

“Public lands throughout the United States should never be sold simply to reconcile the federal
budget,” said Chairman Melvin J. Baker of the Southern Ute Indian Tribe. “Nor should they be
sold in violation of the federal government’s Treaty obligations to Tribes.”

“In Colorado’s rural and mountain communities, our public lands are part of everyday life—they
support our economy, our outdoor way of life, and bring people together across the political
spectrum,” said State Senator Dylan Roberts. “I'm grateful to Senator Michael Bennet for his
leadership and passion for protecting what makes Colorado so special and strongly support this
legislation. His effort ensures these lands cannot be sold off through rushed budget deals, and
that decisions about our public lands are made thoughtfully, transparently, and in the open.”

“Across the Western Slope, our tourism economy, agricultural heritage, and Colorado way of life
are rooted in our public lands. I'm proud to stand with Senator Bennet in protecting these
landscapes for the communities who depend on them today and for future generations,” said
Colorado State Representative Meghan Lukens.

“Public lands are integral to the fabric of La Plata County - and the economic and social health of
our communities,” said Marsha Porter-Norton, La Plata Commissioner. “The broad sell-off of

57


https://www.bennet.senate.gov/2025/06/23/icymi-bennet-slams-radical-republican-public-lands-sell-off/
https://www.bennet.senate.gov/2025/06/12/bennet-neguse-statement-on-public-land-sales/

Agenda Item 3

public lands goes directly against our fundamental values. | applaud Senator Bennet's efforts to
protect our most valuable resource through this legislation.”

“Last year, we saw a dangerous attempt to sell-off our public lands,” said Scott Fetchenhier, San
Juan Commissioner. “In San Juan County, where 87% of the land is public land, keeping this
invaluable resource in our hands is integral to our economy and our way of life.”

“In San Miguel County and across the Western Slope, public lands are an intrinsic component of
our communities and local economies,” said Lance Waring, San Miguel Commissioner. “We are
proud to be stewards of the magnificent mountains, rivers, and canyons that shape our way of
life. I'm grateful for Senator Bennet for leading the effort to protect our landscapes for
generations to come.”

“Coloradans across the state continue to value and defend our public lands, recognizing that
these places are central to our economy, our communities, and our shared heritage,” said Sonja
Macys, Routt County Commissioner. “Last year, residents in Routt County and throughout
Colorado rejected attempts to sell off these lands, reaffirming their commitment to keeping
them in public hands. | applaud Senator Bennet's ongoing efforts to safeguard these national
treasures, and we stand with him in ensuring they remain protected for future generations.”

“In Chaffee County our public lands are at the core of who we are, 83% of our county is owned
by the American people,” said PT Wood, Chaffee County Commissioner. “We are proud stewards
of these lands working closely with the USFS, BLM, State Land Board, Colorado Parks and
Wildlife and private landowners to ensure connected landscapes, wildfire mitigation, wildlife
corridors and public access to OUR lands. The very thought of selling these iconic landscapes is
the antithesis of the stewardship that is the American ideal. Without vast unspoiled public lands
the west and the very soul of our great nation is lost.”

“We sit at the headwaters of the Colorado River. Our public lands, which represent 85% of our
county, nourish critical wildlife habitat for fish, bird, elk, and bear populations, serve as the
backbone of a thriving recreational economy, and inspire the love and awe we have for this
place we call home,” said Jeffrey Woodruff, Pitkin County Commissioner. “We are stewards of this
land. Our residents, international visitors, and the over 40 million Americans who depend upon
the Colorado River, all trust that public land will be a vital resource, not just today, but for all of
the generations to come.”

“Over 80% of Summit County is federal public lands that serve as the foundation of our
community’'s economic viability,” said Eric Mamula, Summit County Commissioner. “Millions of
Americans from all walks of life come to Summit County to recreate - hike, bike, hunt, fish, ski
and snowboard - in our collective backyard. Choosing to sell land that belongs to the American
people should be a thoughtful component of the democratic process and not a knee-jerk
reaction to a budget deficit. | support this legislation and thank Senator Bennet for his tenacity in
protecting the public lands that support Colorado’s mountain communities.”
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“Efforts to initiate large-scale sales of our nation’s public lands have come dangerously close to
success,” said the Eagle County Commission. “I am grateful to Senator Bennet for his continued
leadership on this issue and for putting forward this extremely important effort to block these

wildly unpopular attacks on our public lands.”

“The attempt, via reconciliation, to sell Federal and BLM lands to offset BBB tax cuts for the rich
was a disgrace and an insult to this Country’s history of protecting open spaces and historic
natural lands and water areas,” said Dave Armstrong, Chaffee County Commissioner. “You
correct a mistake by making another one. We are stewards of this great country and must
protect these areas for generational use and enjoyment by the public.”

“Public lands are a major part of the economy and provide positive benefits by preserving these
lands for future generations,” said Tim Redmond, Routt County Commissioner. “The public lands
in Colorado are the headwaters of 4 major rivers that provide water to 18 states. The Nation's
public lands are a resource that benefits all Americans in so many ways and are a jewel that
cannot be replaced. We urge Congress to protect and preserve our public lands!”

“Senator Bennet's bill is a phenomenal example of follow through from the Congressional level.
It shows the American people that they were heard last summer, that public lands are valued
treasures, and that under no circumstances should they be disposed of in any amount without
going through the proper public process. BHA thanks Senators Bennett, Wyden, Merkley and
Heinrich for their leadership,” said Ryan “Cal” Callaghan, President & CEO, Backcountry Hunters
& Anglers.

“America’s public lands are a cornerstone of our outdoor heritage, supporting world-class
fisheries, wildlife habitat, and access for hunters and anglers across the nation. Prohibiting the
sale of public lands through the budget reconciliation process would help ensure a transparent
process with public input, rather than allowing the sale of treasured resources as line-items in
an expedited budget process. Trout Unlimited supports the Public Lands Integrity Act as an
important step to safeguard public access, protect critical habitat, and uphold the public trust for
future generations,” said Lindsay Slater, Trout Unlimited, Vice President of Government Affairs.

“America’s public lands provide enduring benefits for people and nature, supporting healthy
communities, outdoor economies, and wildlife habitat. Senator Bennet's proposal helps ensure
these lands — held in trust for all Americans — aren't sold off through rushed budget
maneuvers,” said Tom Cors, Senior Director Legislative Affairs, The Nature Conservancy

“It was just one year ago, when some members of Congress attempted to sell off public lands to
fund other budget priorities. After millions of public lands users — including hunters, anglers,
ranchers, and hikers — spoke out, the proposal was withdrawn, but we cannot assume it won't
happen again,” said David Willms, associate vice president for public lands at the National
Wildlife Federation. “This legislation provides critical safeguards so lawmakers do not sidestep
the established and deliberative process for managing federal lands, while also ensuring the
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lands remain in public hands so wildlife, recreation, and rural communities can continue to
thrive for generations to come.”

“Outfitting and guiding is an $890 million-a-year economic driver for rural Idaho communities.
We are just a part of Idaho’s larger $4.5 billion outdoor recreation economy. This sustainable
economic foundation for rural communities relies on public lands; protecting those lands in any
way we can is a move in the right direction. We support amending the Byrd Rule to ensure that
any disposal of public lands owned by every American must go through the normal order and
require bipartisan support,” said Erik Weiseth, Executive Director, Idaho Outfitters & Guides
Association

“Veterans and military families understand what it means to serve something bigger than
ourselves. America’s public lands are part of that shared inheritance. They are where we train,
where we heal, and where we reconnect with the country we swore to defend. Selling them off
to cover short-term budget gaps breaks faith with that responsibility. This proposal helps ensure
those decisions are made with the seriousness they deserve, through full debate, not rushed
through during a budget process, out of the public’s eye. We applaud Senators Bennet, Wyden,
Merkley and Heinrich for leading this effort,” said Janessa Goldbeck, U.S. Marine Corps veteran
and CEO of Vet Voice Foundation.

“Outfitters are among the most consistent stewards of public lands in this country. They
maintain trails, manage waste, educate visitors, and reinvest in the landscapes they operate on -
year after year, season after season. Their businesses, and the communities that depend on
them, are built on the promise that these lands will remain in public hands. Budget
reconciliation was never intended to be the vehicle for deciding the future of America’s public
land heritage, and it shouldn’t become one. America Outdoors believes that any conversation
about the sale or transfer of federal lands requires standalone legislation, open debate, and
broad consensus; not a simple-majority shortcut,” said Aaron Lieberman, Executive Director,
America Outdoors Association.

“Our country’s public lands and waters belong to all Americans. The outdoor recreation
community relies on public lands for paddling, climbing, mountain biking, hiking, and more.
These activities make people’s lives richer and foster a connection to the natural world. Selling or
transferring public lands must happen extremely judiciously, and never as a revenue raiser for a
partisan budget reconciliation effort. We commend the effort of Senators Bennet, Wyden,
Merkley, and Heinrich to ensure our public lands are treated with due care,” said Louis Geltman,
Vice President for Policy and Government Relations, Outdoor Alliance.

“The Outdoor Industry Association (OlA) stands in strong support of the Public Lands Integrity
Act, a critical protection for the 5.2 million Americans whose livelihoods depend on the outdoor
recreation economy. Our industry is a powerful engine of growth, contributing $1.3 trillion in
annual economic output—more than farming, mining, and utilities combined.
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“The backbone of this economy is our federal public lands; in fact, one out of every five outdoor
industry jobs depend directly on access to these shared spaces. By applying the Byrd Rule to
prevent the disposal of public lands through expedited budget processes, this bill ensures that
the infrastructure supporting millions of quality jobs across the country cannot be dismantled
without a transparent, public debate. We urge the Senate to pass this measure to provide the
certainty our businesses and workers need to continue building a stronger outdoor economy
that drives the American economy forward,” said Kent Ebersole, CEO, Outdoor Industry
Association

“More than half of whitewater rivers in the United States flow through public lands. That's not an
abstract statistic — that's the Cache La Poudre, the Chattooga, the Rogue, and hundreds of
rivers like them. Public lands protect clean water, sustain public access, and ensure communities
have a real voice in how these places are managed. This bill from Senators Bennet, Wyden,
Merkley and Heinrich makes sure decisions about those lands get the transparency and scrutiny
they deserve. American Whitewater is proud to support it,” said Clinton Begley, Executive
Director, American Whitewater.

“The Conservation Alliance represents businesses reliant on public lands as well as effective and
transparent decision making around their management. This proposal from Senators Bennet,
Wyden, Merkley and Heinrich to amend the Byrd Rule would ensure that public land sales and
disposals cannot be rushed through budget reconciliation efforts, returning these consequential
decisions to the regular legislative order or deliberate and legal agency-level processes where
they belong. Our members cannot afford to have the future of America’s public lands treated as
a budget pay-for, and we support this commonsense protection,” said Rebecca Gillis, Vice
President of Government Affairs and Advocacy, Conservation Alliance.

In May 2025, Bennet reintroduced the Dolores River National Conservation Area and Special
Management Area Act to protect over 68,000 acres of public lands in Southwestern Colorado. He
also reintroduced the Gunnison Outdoor Resources Protection Act to permanently protect key
portions of the Gunnison Basin and the surrounding regions through a variety of public land
management tools, including special designations focused on recreation, wildlife, scientific
research, and conservation.

The text of the bill is available HERE. A summary of the bill is available HERE. Letters of support
can be found HERE.

Bennet, Warren, Colleagues Renew Push to Support Survivors of Disasters As
Administration Abandons Disaster-Stricken Communities

Under current FEMA guidelines, disaster survivors can be prevented from accessing housing-
related aid if they are unable to show proof of property ownership

Washington, D.C. — Colorado U.S. Senator Michael Bennet joined Senator Elizabeth Warren (D-
Mass.), Ranking Member of the Senate Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs, and
11 of their colleagues in reintroducing the Housing Survivors of Major Disasters Act. This
legislation comes as the Trump Administration has weakened housing resiliency standards,
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gutted the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and its hazard mitigation programs,
and denied and delayed disaster funding.

“Disasters are disasters, regardless of partisan politics,” said Bennet. “Coloradans know all too
well how difficult it is to recover after catastrophic wildfires. When communities struggle to
rebuild after increasingly severe natural disasters, we must come together and make it easier for
them to access the housing aid they need to rebuild their lives.”

“While the Trump Administration weakens our country’s disaster preparedness and response
infrastructure, we're taking action to make the federal government a partner in helping families
rebuild their lives instead of a roadblock,” said Warren. “As hurricanes and other disasters
continue to ravage communities, leaving many without housing and other support, this bill will
help expedite federal response processes for families to receive aid in their time of need.”

“The climate crisis isn’t a problem for a distant future—it's knocking down our doors now. We
need to make it easier for people to get housing and disaster relief immediately following a
natural disaster. The Housing Survivors of Major Disasters Act will help communities rebuild
following natural disasters and lower barriers for accessing resources. When disaster strikes, we
can't delay getting people the help they need,” said Markey.

“Our measure helps families recover from natural disasters by improving access to necessary
housing aid and assistance,” said Blumenthal. “Wrongful federal assistance denials and
burdensome administrative requirements have previously prevented disaster survivors from
accessing the help they need after a natural disaster tragically upends their lives. The Housing
Survivors of Major Disasters Act will help streamline these requirements and get faster relief to
those who need it.”

“Natural disasters are an inevitability that must be addressed, especially as climate change
results in more frequent severe weather. Hurricanes, earthquakes, and other natural disasters
force Americans to grapple with unexpected difficulties like displacement and property damage,”
said Durbin. “The Housing Survivors of Major Natural Disasters Act would help families access
necessary housing aid so they can rebuild their lives and their homes after a natural disaster.”

“Disaster aid is a lifeline for families to rebuild and restore their livelihoods after severe weather
events,” said Gillibrand. “Making disaster relief funds accessible is a critical step to supporting
survivors when they need it most, and | will continue to fight to ensure New Yorkers have every
available resource to accelerate the recovery process after disasters.”

“In Virginia, I've heard from people about how difficult it is to access federal housing assistance
after a natural disaster,” said Kaine. “These folks should be able to focus on getting back on their
feet—not forced to go through a complex and lengthy process to get help. This legislation would
make it easier for people to get the housing support they need after disaster strikes.”

62



Agenda Item 3

“When disaster strikes, help can't come soon enough to communities in need. In these
emergency situations, no one should have to worry about navigating red tape to keep a roof
over their head. While the Trump Administration is dismantling vital federal disaster
preparedness and response programs, this bill is an effort to ensure housing assistance is ready
and available for survivors of natural disasters as quickly as possible,” said Van Hollen.

“No one should lose access to emergency housing simply because they can’'t produce paperwork
in the middle of a crisis through no fault of their own,” said Booker. “In New Jersey, I've seen how
quickly severe weather can knock out power, displace families, and force people to seek shelter
with almost no warning at all. I'm committed to this legislation that will ensure more people can
secure safe and stable housing by allowing FEMA to accept broader forms of residency
verification and permitting self-certification, so survivors aren’'t blocked by red tape when they
need help the most.”

“California has faced some of the most catastrophic wildfires and natural disasters in our
nation’s history. But even as we work to recover, too many survivors have been left behind, not
because help wasn't available, but because too much red tape stood in the way of accessing it,”
said Padilla. “By expanding acceptable proof of eligibility for FEMA assistance, allowing disaster
relief funds to cover repairs, and ensuring that families don't have to dig through rubble to find
documents like deeds just to qualify, this bill will help Californians get the recovery support they
need, when they need it most.”

The Housing Survivors of Major Disasters Act would make it easier for survivors to access aid by
codifying and expanding acceptable forms of documentation that can be used as proof of
residence for establishing disaster assistance eligibility, including a pay stub from an employer, a
driver’s license or state-issued identification card, and school registration. These reforms are
needed now more than ever to ensure families and communities can fully recover from more
frequent and unpredictable climate disasters, especially as insurance coverage is diminishing
and premium costs are rising.

After devastating disasters like the prolific wildfires and flooding across the west in 2025 and
Hurricanes Helene and Milton in September 2024, survivors can be left with limited resources to
help recover and rebuild their homes, finances, and communities. Even when families turn to
FEMA for assistance, their requests for aid can be denied if individuals are unable to provide
property titles, written leases, and other similar documents to show residency and occupancy of
a home post-disaster - disproportionately impacting those who do not own the property on
which they reside like renters and those living in mobile homes.

After Hurricane Maria struck in 2017, 77,000 households in Puerto Rico were wrongfully denied
assistance by FEMA due to title documentation issues. While FEMA ultimately made
accommodations for those in informal housing and for those who had lost documents in the
hurricane, those accommodations were implemented unevenly, and FEMA did not reconsider
prior denials of assistance.
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The Housing Survivors of Major Disasters Act would:

o Allow for disaster relief funds to be used for the acquisition of a property title in regions
where a Presidentially-declared disaster has occurred.

e Require FEMA to consider additional forms of housing documentation and evidence when
determining assistance eligibility, including a utility bill, merchant statement, pay stub,
current driver’s license or state-issued ID, property title or mobile home certificate of title,
property tax receipt, school registration, a will and testament, a death certificate that
established automatic transfer of ownership, medical records, a charitable donation
receipt, or any other documentation, certification, identification, or other proof of
occupancy or ownership as approved by FEMA that can reasonably link the individual
requesting assistance to the applicable property.

e Require FEMA to create a declarative statement form, which would allow a disaster relief
applicant to self-certify eligibility for assistance.

e Allow individuals who have previously been denied assistance due to restrictive proof-of-
ownership requirements to reopen cases and use new, expanded forms of
documentation to become eligible for assistance.

o Allow disaster relief funds to be used for repairs, not just rebuilding homes that have
been rendered completely uninhabitable, which will help offset climate displacement.

e Require FEMA and HUD to engage in consultations regarding the implementation of a
Disaster Housing Assistance Program, or a similar joint program, within 60 days of a
disaster declaration.

“For decades, title documentation barriers have wrongfully prevented many of the lowest-
income and most marginalized disaster survivors from accessing FEMA assistance despite
owning and residing in disaster-damaged homes,” said Renee M. Willis, President and CEO of the
National Low Income Housing Coalition. “A family that lives in a mobile home park or a home
built by their grandparents deserves the same type of housing assistance offered to all disaster
survivors - it is time that FEMA program rules reflect this. The ‘Housing Survivors of Major
Disasters Act’' addresses these issues, providing greater flexibility to ensure disaster survivors
receive the assistance for which they are eligible. NLIHC and our Disaster Housing Recovery
Coalition of more than 900 organizations urge Congress to quickly advance this bill.”

“As more families are affected by the increasing number of severe storms and natural disasters,
the Housing Survivors of Major Disasters Act will accelerate the process of accessing disaster
relief and recovery assistance,” said Vanessa Calderdn, Chief Executive Officer, IBA-Inquilinos
Boricuas en Accidén. “This bill will make it easier on those affected families to show proof of
ownership, which will ease the already traumatic experience of facing major property losses.”

Bennet has consistently supported funding for FEMA and survivors of natural disasters, as well
as efforts to prevent future disasters from occurring. in Colorado. In September 2025, Bennet
introduced the Measuring the Cost of Disasters Act to reverse the Trump Administration’s
reckless decision to terminate the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)'s
extreme weather database, which was vital to keeping families, researchers, and policy makers
informed on the cost of natural disasters. In July 2025, Bennet introduced the Mortgage Relief
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for Disaster Survivors Act to help alleviate financial hardship for disaster survivors and help
them rebuild their homes by providing mortgage relief. In November 2024, Bennet reintroduced
the Housing Survivors of Major Disasters Act. In 2022, Bennet requested that FEMA cover the
costs of removing damaged home foundations through the Private Property Debris Removal
(PPDR) program after the Marshall fire, which was later approved.

The legislation is supported by the National Low Income Housing Coalition (NLIHC), UnidosUS,
Hispanic Federation, Americans for Financial Reform, Seven Hills Foundation, and Inquilinos
Boricuas en Accion.

Representative Espaillat (D-N.Y.) leads the House version of this bill, and has introduced it in
each Congress since 2019.

In addition to Bennet and Warren, Ed Markey (D-Mass.), Cory Booker (D-N.J.), Alex Padilla (D-
Calif.), Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.), Chris Van Hollen (D-Md.), Richard Blumenthal (D-Conn.), Dick
Durbin (D-lIl.), Kirsten Gillibrand (D-N.Y.), Tim Kaine (D-Va.), Amy Klobuchar (D-Minn.), Jeff
Merkley (D-Ore.) co-sponsored the bill.

The text of the bill is available HERE.

SENATOR HICKENLOOPER

New Report: Further Cuts to NIH by Trump Admin Threaten to Harm Colorado Economy,
Halt Groundbreaking Medical Research

12% cut to NIH budget in Colorado could lead to loss of 837 jobs, $200 million in economic
activity

WASHINGTON - U.S. Senator John Hickenlooper highlighted the ongoing threat to scientific
research in Colorado following release of the White House's 2027 budget request, which
proposes a 12% cut to funding for the National Institute of Health (NIH). A recent report by
United for Medical Research, using 2025 data as a baseline, estimates that a 12% cut to the NIH
budget in Colorado could result in the loss of 837 jobs and $200 million in economic activity.

“Colorado scientists are on the cutting edge of cancer treatments and novel drugs that save
lives. This administration’s relentless attacks on science put those breakthroughs and the
patients waiting for them in danger,” said Hickenlooper. “Congress must fully fund NIH. We need
to get this right for patients and for our future.”

“Biomedical research remains one of the most powerful drivers of improved health,” said Donald
Elliman, chancellor of the University of Colorado Anschutz. “Through the University of Colorado’s
strong partnerships with the NIH, we are unwavering in our commitment to advancing
treatments and cures for all Coloradans.”

Last year, the Trump administration’s Department of Government Efficiency (DOGE) terminated
or paused more than 1,800 NIH grants, halting critical public health research, including for
cancer studies and drug trials across the country. The administration also proposed a 15% cap
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on NIH reimbursements that cover essential overhead costs. In addition, the FY26 White House
budget request proposed a 40% cut to NIH funding, which House and Senate appropriators later
blocked.

The administration’s policies led to major disruptions at top research institutions in Colorado. In
total, the administration canceled 53 grants to Colorado institutions, a loss of more than $2
million in funding. The University of Colorado Anschutz Medical Campus, Colorado State
University, National Jewish Health, and the University of Denver are among the top NIH grant
recipients in the state.

Many of Colorado’s NIH grants were later reinstated after federal courts rejected the
administration’s policies. But the White House's continued efforts to slash NIH funding represent
an ongoing threat to groundbreaking medical research.

Full text of the report is available HERE.

WATCH: Hickenlooper Fights Trump'’s Attacks on Colorado’s Clean Air

Hickenlooper: “The Trump administration thinks we must choose between clean air and
affordable energy. But Colorado has shown that’s a false choice.”

WASHINGTON - Today, U.S. Senator John Hickenlooper took to the Senate floor to urge
lawmakers to support his Congressional Review Act to overturn the Environmental Protection
Agency's (EPA) rejection of Colorado’s updated Regional Haze Plan. The EPA decision threatens
years of bipartisan work to improve air quality and visibility across Colorado by preserving
pollution from a small number of aging coal-fired power plants.

Watch his full remarks HERE

“The administration’s decision doesn’t lower costs for you—it just means more pollution and
more haze in the places we treasure most. Colorado cannot move forward by returning to the
pollution of the 1970s,” said Hickenlooper on the Senate floor.

He continued: “For decades, we've fought to ensure our mountains are visible and our national
parks are the best in America. We should support this measure, and prevent Washington politics
from clouding Colorado’s hard-fought progress.”

Hickenlooper, alongside U.S. Senators Michael Bennet and Sheldon Whitehouse, forced a vote in
the U.S. Senate today on a discharge petition for a Congressional Review Act to overturn the
EPA’s disapproval of Colorado’s 2022 Regional Haze State Implementation Plan.

As Colorado governor, Hickenlooper worked with environmentalists and oil and gas companies
to create the world’s first methane rules, which were later used as a national model by the
Obama administration. Hickenlooper has previously blasted the Trump admin’s reckless
decision to undermine the Environmental Protection Agency's (EPA) “endangerment finding,”
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which determined that greenhouse gas pollution harms Americans and is a serious threat to
public health.

Hickenlooper's full speech is available HERE. Remarks as prepared for delivery are below:
“Mr./Madam President,
“Colorado is one of the most beautiful places in America.

“In Denver, we've got over 300 days of sunshine annually. Access to incredible open green
space. And if you look West, you get the best view in America: the Rocky Mountains!

“But it wasn't always this way.
“In the 1950s Denver was—and still is—one of the fastest-growing cities in America. Even
stretching back to my days as Mayor, one of our main goals was to attract more young people

and make it the best place to start a business, grow your family, and build a life.

“To put it in perspective: between 1950 and 1960, Denver’s population grew by nearly 20
percent. This brought more cars, more industry, and more pollution.

“By the 1970s and 80s, the smog was so bad people gave it a name: the “Brown Cloud.”

“There were days you couldn't even see the mountains—which, as a geologist and a Coloradan,
pains me!

“But then something incredible happened.

“In 1970, a Democratic Congress passed the Clean Air Act and it was signed into law by a
Republican President.

“It's a reminder that clean air has never been a partisan issue—it benefits everyone.

“The Clean Air Act helped propel states like Colorado and others to turn things around.
Emissions testing and fuel standards soon followed. And guess what happened?

“The air got cleaner. Visibility improved. People were healthier.

“Then, in 1999, the EPA created the Regional Haze program. The initiative was rooted around
one simple idea: if you go to a national park, you should be able to see it!

“So states were asked to develop plans to cut the pollution that limits those gorgeous views. And
once again, Colorado stepped up and led the way.
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“In my first year as governor, Colorado submitted our Regional Haze State Implementation Plan,
which was first approved in 2012. It put us on a path to improve the air we breathe and the
place we're so lucky to call home.

“We also brought environmentalists and the energy industry together to create the world's first
methane regulations in 2014. Between 2010 and 2017, those rules reduced methane emissions

from Colorado’s oil and gas sector by 70%!

“But despite all of that success, the Trump administration is now threatening Colorado’s clean air
efforts.

“Earlier this year, the EPA Administrator Lee Zeldin — who | voted against — rejected Colorado’s
updated Regional Haze plan.

“They didn’t reject Colorado’s plan because the science was wrong. They didn't dispute the
modeling. They rejected it to prop up a handful of aging coal power plants that were already
planning to close.

“The Trump administration thinks we must choose between clean air and affordable energy.

“But Colorado has shown that's a false choice.

“Time and time again, we've brought communities, utilities, and regulators together to protect
our clean air without hurting our economy or energy supply.

“Last summer, the Front Range experienced its lowest number of ozone action alerts in a
decade! And thanks to bipartisan investments in renewable energy, Colorado ranked among the

top 10 states in total energy production.

“The administration’s decision doesn’t lower costs for you—it just means more pollution and
more haze in the places we treasure most.

“Colorado cannot move forward by returning to the 1970s.

“For decades, we've fought to ensure our mountains are visible and our national parks are the
best in America.

“We should support this measure, and prevent Washington politics from clouding Colorado’s
hard-fought progress.

“Thank you, Mr. President. | yield the floor.”

Hickenlooper, Marshall Reintroduce Bipartisan Bill to Support More Workforce Training,
Strengthen State Data
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WASHINGTON - U.S. Senators John Hickenlooper and Roger Marshall reintroduced the
bipartisan Workforce Data Enhancement Act to improve how we track workforce data across
states. Specifically, it would make Workforce Data Quality Initiative (WDQI) grant funding
permanent to ensure State Workforce Agencies (SWAs) and other providers of workforce
training have the tools they need to measure and evaluate their workforce programs.

“Connecting the dots between learning and earning empowers students, workers, and
employers to make better decisions,” said Hickenlooper. “Better long-term data on workers'
unique pathways helps everyone.”

“If you can't measure it, you can't manage it,” said Marshall. “The Workforce Data Enhancement
Act will help states like Kansas and Colorado improve their workforce development programs
and connect more Americans to good-paying jobs. I'm glad to partner with Senator Hickenlooper
on this effort.”

The Workforce Data Enhancement Act funds the development or enhancement of state-level
workforce databases. These databases provide SWAs, employers, educators, workers, and
students with data that can be used for evaluating long-term outcomes of individuals through
the workforce.

The funding comes from WDQI, which the Department of Labor established in 2010 using funds
from the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA). The senators’ bipartisan bill would
codify the WDQI into law under WIOA.

“Workday greatly appreciates Senator Hickenlooper and Senator Marshall's leadership in
introducing The Workforce Data Enhancement Act. Modernizing labor market data isn't just a
technical upgrade; it's an economic imperative. Real-time, economy-wide data on emerging roles
and skills is key to ensuring workers, jobseekers, and employers have the agility they need to
thrive in the coming Al-powered economy. We urge Congress to see this legislation for what it is:
a concrete, near-term step that can deliver meaningful progress in growing opportunity and
building a skills-based future for all,” said Chandler Morse, Vice President of Public Policy,
Workday.

“Microsoft supports the Workforce Data Enhancement Act because effective workforce policy
depends on accurate, timely, and transparent data,” said Fred Humphries, Corporate Vice
President of U.S. Government Affairs at Microsoft. “By improving the quality and usability of
workforce information, this legislation will help policymakers, educators, and employers better
understand labor market needs and direct training investments where they can have the
greatest impact. Strengthening workforce data is a critical step toward building a more
responsive and competitive U.S. economy.”

“The Workforce Data Enhancement Act would help answer fundamental questions about which
training programs work, how to best meet employer needs, and where policymakers should
invest,” said Maria Flynn, President and CEO of Jobs for the Future. “By strengthening workforce
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data systems, the bill will help states measure return on investment, give workers the
information they need to make informed career decisions, and ensure training aligns with
demand. Better data means better outcomes—for workers, for employers, and for
communities.”

“We know the value of real-time data on the American workforce—especially as jobs evolve and
the skills needed to succeed change just as quickly. More states and employers are adopting
skills-based hiring, an approach that can significantly expand the available talent pool and
connect more people to opportunity, up to 16x in the US, based on LinkedIn data. Modernizing
our workforce data systems is critical to keeping pace, particularly as Al reshapes the economy
and accelerates demand for new skills,” said Catlin O'Neill, Head of U.S. Public Policy & Economic
Graph, LinkedIn. “The Workforce Data Enhancement Act is an important step forward in
strengthening the data infrastructure that underpins the workforce system to support better
decisions by employers and policymakers.”

“The Workforce Data Enhancement Act will help modernize state workforce data systems to
inform better decision-making, to increase transparency, and to boost understanding of how Al
and other emerging technologies are impacting the workforce. The Alliance for Digital
Innovation supports this legislation and encourages Congress to support this important
legislation,” said Ross Nodruft, Executive Director, Alliance for Digital Innovation.

“Modernizing our data systems is essential to a workforce ecosystem where students can
confidently compare outcomes, employers trust the credentials they see, and policymakers have
the reliable evidence they need to steward public investments. Introduction of the Workforce
Data Enhancement Act moves us closer to that goal,” said the National Skills Coalition.

“The Skills First Coalition supports the Workforce Data Enhancement Act and commends
Senators Hickenlooper and Marshall for advancing a bipartisan effort to modernize how we
understand the American workforce. High-quality, real-time data is essential to scaling skills-
based hiring, aligning education and training with employer demand, and ensuring workers can
navigate a rapidly changing labor market,” said the Skills First Coalition. “By strengthening the
Workforce Data Quality Initiative and prioritizing multi-state collaboration, this legislation takes
an important step toward building a more transparent, interoperable, and forward-looking
workforce data infrastructure. At a time when Al and other emerging technologies are reshaping
jobs and skills requirements, this kind of investment is critical to ensuring that policymakers,
employers, and educators have the insights needed to drive better outcomes for workers. We
look forward to working with leaders in both chambers to advance a durable, bipartisan solution
as part of WIOA reauthorization.”

“By strengthening access to high-quality, real-time labor market information and promoting
greater data standardization across states, The Workforce Data Enhancement Act will help
better align education and training pathways with the skills employers need in a rapidly evolving
economy. BSA commends Senators Hickenlooper and Marshall for their bipartisan leadership.
We look forward to working with leaders on both sides of the aisle to advance policies that
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support a resilient, innovation-driven workforce,” said Craig Albright, Senior Vice President of
U.S. Government Relations, Business Software Alliance.

Specifically, the Workforce Data Enhancement Act would:

e Direct specific funding for WDQI grants that can last up to 3 years each.

e Require that funding is used to design and improve statewide longitudinal data systems
that integrate data from education, workforce development, and labor market outcomes.

e Emphasize data standardization and skill needs transparency.

e Include multistate data collaboratives as eligible grant recipients, prioritizing consortia
across multiple states to better understand outcomes of individuals who work across
state lines and to identify employment trends.

e Focus on understanding how emerging technologies such as artificial intelligence are
impacting the workforce.

e Mandate that a report be submitted upon completion of the grant activity.

Hickenlooper, a former small business owner and employer himself, understands the
importance of a strong, well-trained workforce. He also understands that access to insightful
information on workforce programs better informs career path decisions and sound policy.

As governor, he jumpstarted CareerWise Colorado, a nonprofit designed to create statewide
apprenticeship opportunities to prepare students for high-paying, competitive jobs at Colorado
companies.

In the Senate, Hickenlooper chairs the Senate Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions
subcommittee on Employment and Workplace Safety, where he has championed apprenticeship
and workforce development opportunities, while also preparing our workforce for the
challenges of tomorrow.

For a one-pager of the bill click here. Full text of the bill is available here.

SENATORS BENNET / HICKENLOOPER

Bennet, Grassley, Colleagues Lead Bipartisan Legislation to Extend Rural Hospital
Program

Rural Community Hospital Demonstration provides lifeline to rural communities

Washington, D.C. — Colorado U.S. Senator Michael Bennet, co-chair of the Senate Rural Health
Caucus, and Senator Chuck Grassley (R-lowa) introduced the Rural Community Hospital
Demonstration Reauthorization Act to extend the Rural Community Hospital Demonstration
(RCHD) program for another five years. RCHD provides a lifeline to rural hospitals by allowing
them to test innovative hospital payment models under Medicare that boost financial
sustainability to maintain and improve health care access in rural communities.

Currently, there are four Colorado hospitals participating in RCHD: Delta Health, Valley View
Medical Center, Montrose Regional Health, and San Luis Valley Health.
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“Rural hospitals are the lifeline of rural communities. They keep families healthy, support local
economies, and make it possible for people to live and work in rural Colorado,” said Bennet. “At
a time when many rural hospitals are already under significant financial strain, extending the
Rural Community Hospital Demonstration program is critical to maintaining access to care. If
Congress fails to extend this program, hospitals not only lose a vital source of funding, but rural
Coloradans could face longer drives, delayed care, and fewer options close to home. I've heard
directly from rural hospitals across Colorado about what's at stake, and I'll keep fighting to
protect health care access for every Coloradan.”

“The Rural Community Hospital Demonstration program gives rural hospitals a better shot at
keeping their doors open to provide care for the community. With a proven track record of more
than two decades, this program gives eligible hospitals financial stability to keep healthcare
close to home for lowans. While there’s more to be done, our Rural Community Hospital
Demonstration Reauthorization Act is a key step to provide continued support for rural health
care in America,” Grassley said.

The RCHD is specifically designed to boost the viability of rural hospitals. RCHD has helped more
than 50 rural hospitals keep their doors open for acute inpatient care close to home.

The most recent performance data found that new RCHD hospitals significantly improved their
Medicare margins and had higher capital investments, resulting in stronger financial conditions
and helping with staff retention. Participating hospitals are mostly paid using a reasonable cost-
based methodology instead of the inpatient prospective payment system. Today, all 30 spots are
being used by the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS).

“We appreciate Senator Bennet's leadership in supporting policies that recognize the challenges
facing rural hospitals. The Rural Community Hospital Demonstration program provides a
practical, proven approach to sustaining access to care by aligning Medicare payment with the
real costs of providing services in rural communities. This program is about keeping care local,
to ensure Colorado residents can receive timely, high-quality care, close to home,” said Jeff
Tieman, Colorado Hospital Association’s President and Chief Executive Officer.

“Montrose Regional Health is proud to support Senator Bennet's leadership in advancing a five-
year extension of the Rural Community Hospital Demonstration program. This program is
critical to sustaining access to high-quality care in rural communities like ours. It provides the
stability and flexibility needed to navigate the unique financial and operational challenges we
face, while continuing to invest in services that keep care close to home. We appreciate Senator
Bennet's ongoing commitment to strengthening rural healthcare across Colorado,” said Jeff
Mengenhausen, Montrose Regional Health's Chief Executive Officer

“As a rural health system serving the San Luis Valley, we are already seeing the benefits of
participating in the Rural Community Hospital Demonstration Program,” said Konnie Martin, San
Luis Valley Health's Chief Executive Officer. “This program is helping us strengthen our financial
footing and bring in the resources we need to preserve critical services for our community. As

72


https://www.cms.gov/files/document/rchd-final-report-app.pdf
https://www.finance.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/Health,%2012-21-20,%20Section%20by%20section%20Medicare,%20Medicaid,%20Human%20Services%20policy%20extensions.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/priorities/innovation/files/rch-fact-sheet-2025.pdf

Agenda Item 3

the only provider of Level lll trauma and obstetric care within a 120-mile radius, our ability to
remain open and fully operational is essential. The care we provide is not only vital to the health
of our region, but also to its economic stability as the largest employer in the San Luis Valley.
Senator Bennet's legislation to extend this program will help ensure rural hospitals like ours can
continue to serve our communities for years to come.”

“Rural hospitals like Delta Health operate on incredibly thin margins while serving vulnerable
patient populations across Delta County,” said Nick Colleran, Delta Health's Interim Chief
Executive Officer and Chief Operating Officer. “The Rural Community Hospital Demonstration
Program has been a lifeline for our rural hospital, providing the stable, predictable
reimbursement we need to keep our doors open and continue delivering essential services, such
as oncology care, to our community. At a time when we are facing mounting financial challenges
such as our 2025 Medicare loss on charges of $45,161,765.00, as well the loss of critical
resources and increasing administrative burdens, this program offers real, immediate support -
not theoretical funding. Senator Bennet's legislation to extend the Rural Community Hospital
Demonstration Program is exactly the kind of commonsense solution rural providers need. It
will help ensure that hospitals like Delta Health can continue to care for patients in the Western
Slope for the next 100 years.”

“Valley View has participated in the Rural Community Hospital Demonstration Program since
2017. The program has provided crucial support that allows Medicare patients to receive high
quality care close to home. Continued participation in the program is essential to preserving
critical services, maintaining staffing stability, and ensuring that rural Medicare beneficiaries can
continue to receive high quality care in their own communities. Without this support, access to
vital inpatient, specialty, and outreach services would be at risk for the residents who rely on us
most,” said Brian Murphy, Valley View Hospital's Chief Executive Officer.

“Many rural hospitals face financial uncertainty from low patient volumes, sicker patient
populations, a challenging payer mix, geographic isolation, and shifts in care delivery. The Rural
Community Hospital (RCH) Demonstration Extension Act allows hospitals to continue providing
essential care in their communities by supporting the financial stability of participating rural
hospitals. Hospitals with 50 beds or less are some of the most vulnerable to closure and the RCH
demo offers an important model to maintain access in rural communities around the country.
The AHA thanks Senator Grassley and Senator Bennet for their strong leadership to support
America’s rural hospitals,” said Lisa Kidder Hrobsky, American Hospital Association’s Senior Vice
President for Advocacy and Political Affairs.

“The National Rural Health Association (NRHA) is grateful to see the introduction of the Rural
Community Hospital Demonstration (RCHD) Reauthorization Act, led by Senator Grassley and
Senator Bennet. This bill would provide a 5-year extension of the RCHD Program, which offers
much-needed support for small rural hospitals through enhanced Medicare reimbursement. The
RCHD Program has demonstrated improvement in Medicare inpatient margins for participating
rural hospitals and has been crucial in helping rural hospital leaders maintain rural hospital
viability,” said Alan Morgan, CEO, National Rural Health Association.
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Bennet remains committed to ensuring that Coloradans in rural areas have access to the best
health care available. In March, Bennet joined U.S. Senator Jerry Moran (R-Kan.) to introduce the
Rural Hospital Revitalization Act, which would provide zero-interest loans through the U.S.
Department of Agriculture (USDA)'s Community Facilities Program to qualifying hospitals for new
construction or renovation of existing hospital facilities. In February, Bennet celebrated the
passage of six of his health care bills: the Accelerating Kids Access to Care Act, REAL Health
Providers Act, Medicare Multi-Cancer Early Detection Screening Coverage Act, Give Kids a Chance
Act, PREEMIE Act Reauthorization, and Prescription Drug Supply Chain Pricing Transparency Act.

In November 2025, Bennet joined Senators John Barrasso (R-Wyo.), Tina Smith (D-Minn.), and
Marsha Blackburn (R-Tenn.) in designating November 20, 2025, as National Rural Health Day. In
July 2025, Bennet and Barrasso introduced the Accelerating the Development of Advanced
Psychology Trainees Act, bipartisan legislation to increase access and coverage to behavioral,
psychological, and mental health services in rural areas. In April 2025, Bennet and
Representative Jeff Hurd (R-Colo.) held a roundtable discussion with rural health providers on
the Western Slope to discuss challenges to providing high-quality care in Colorado's rural
communities.

Bennet has also been a longtime champion for the RCHD program, having led the most recent
reauthorization. In May 2020, Bennet joined U.S. Senators Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska) and Dan
Sullivan (R-Alaska) to introduce legislation to extend the RCHD Program for an additional five
years, ensuring these essential hospitals do not face further budget instability during such
challenging times.

In addition to Grassley and Bennet, Senate Finance Committee Chairman Mike Crapo (R-ldaho)
and Ranking Member Ron Wyden (D-Ore.), as well as Sens. Dan Sullivan (R-Alaska), Ben Ray
Lujan (D-N.M.), Cindy Hyde-Smith (R-Miss.), Peter Welch (D-Vt.), Jerry Moran (R-Kan.), Angus King
(I-Maine), Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska), Jeff Merkley (D-Ore.), Pete Ricketts (R-Neb.), Martin Heinrich
(D-N.M.), James Lankford (R-Okla.) and John Hickenlooper (D-Colo.) cosponsored this legislation.

The text of the bill is available HERE.

Bennet, Hickenlooper, Whitehouse Force Vote on Senate Floor to Overturn EPA’s
Disapproval of Colorado Regional Haze Plan

Senate Republicans Vote to Back Trump’s EPA, Undermine State’s Rights

Washington, D.C. — Colorado U.S. Senators Michael Bennet, John Hickenlooper, and Rhode
Island U.S. Senator Sheldon Whitehouse, Ranking Member of the Senate Committee on
Environment and Public Works, forced a vote on the Senate floor today on their Congressional
Review Act (CRA) challenge to the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)'s disapproval of
Colorado’s Regional Haze Plan.

Senate Republicans, once again, supported the Trump Administration’s EPA and voted to
undermine state’s rights and to reject the desires of local communities.
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“Trump and his Administration have chosen to ignore economics and common sense, injecting
politics into Colorado’s energy transition,” said Bennet. “This decision was not made with
Coloradans in mind, but as part of Trump’s plan to ensure that no federal regulations stand in
the way of coal-fired power generation - regardless of the desires of local communities or the
additional costs to Colorado families. Colorado needs Congress to fight back against this attack
on our state’s ability, and every state’s ability, to protect public health, ensure low-cost energy,
and keep our air clean.

“Colorado has consistently proven that we can bring together communities, utilities, and
regulators to protect our clean air without hurting our economy,” said Hickenlooper. “The EPA’s
reckless decision to overturn this plan will only raise energy costs for Coloradans and undermine
our work to improve air quality.”

The EPA's Regional Haze Program requires states to partner with the federal government to
decrease visible haze over national parks and wilderness areas. In 2022, Colorado submitted a
good-faith Regional Haze Plan to EPA to improve the state’s air quality. This plan provided a
range of solutions, including the voluntary, planned retirement of aging coal plants. The
decisions to close these plants were driven by basic economics due to high maintenance and
operation costs. Colorado incorporated those existing decisions into the state’s strategy to
reduce air pollution. This reflects the longstanding precedent for states and utilities to find
cooperative solutions to meet air pollution standards at the state level.

In January, the EPA issued a full disapproval of Colorado’s plan because the plan included the
closure of those plants. This decision was made — as explicitly said by EPA Region 8
Administrator Cyrus Western — as part of the Trump Administration’s efforts to ensure that no
federal regulations stand in the way of coal-fired power generation, despite the cost burden to
local communities.

EPA’s disapproval makes it harder for Colorado to chart its own path on the energy transition,
with Coloradans potentially paying tens of millions of extra dollars on their electricity bills to
keep these outdated plants running. It will also easily open the door to similar challenges across
the country, weakening air quality protections and leaving states in an impossible position and
without the tools needed to meet air pollution limits.

The text of the resolution is available HERE.

Bennet, Hickenlooper, Padilla, Colleagues Introduce Bill to Protect Vote-by-Mail from
Trump's Attacks

Legislation comes after Senate Democrats blocked the President’s voter suppression bill
Washington, D.C. — Colorado U.S. Senators Michael Bennet and John Hickenlooper joined Alex
Padilla (D-Calif.) and 35 of their colleagues to introduce the Mail and Absentee Voter Protection
Act to block President Trump's illegal and unconstitutional executive order that attacks
Coloradans’ ability to cast mail-in ballots.
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The senators’ push to protect the right to vote by mail comes after Senate Democrats blocked
Trump's voter suppression bill and the President responded by signing an executive order to
illegally rewrite federal election rules and require the U.S. Postal Service (USPS) and the
Department of Homeland Security (DHS) to decide which voters may cast ballots by mail.

“President Trump'’s desperate attempt to undermine U.S. elections through an unconstitutional
executive order targeting mail and absentee ballots is an insult to anyone who believes in the
rule of law,” said Bennet. “Colorado has a gold-standard election system and consistently ranks
among the states with the highest voter participation in the country. We will fight tooth and nail
to protect every citizen’s right to vote by mail—Democrat, Republican, or unaffiliated. This
Administration’s effort to disenfranchise voters must be stopped.”

“In Colorado, mail-in voting has increased turnout, lowered costs, and is verifiably safer and
more secure,” said Hickenlooper. “The president’s attempts to rig the election and attack our
right to vote are illegal. We will stop them.”

“In a country founded on the ideals of ‘We, the People,” in which the right to vote is fundamental
to who we are as a nation — people shouldn't have to work too hard to have their voices heard
and their votes counted,” said Padilla. “Instead of focusing on lowering costs, ending the illegal
war in Iran and bringing our troops home, and improving the lives of Americans across the
country, too many Republicans in Congress are shamefully focused on making it more difficult
for Americans to cast their ballots in November. Democrats are full court press on pushing back
against these blatant attempts to silence the American people.”

Specifically, the legislation would nullify Trump’s unlawful March 31 executive order (EO) and
bars any similar EO. It also provides additional limits on the Trump Administration’s attempts to
implement the actions in the illegal EO by:
e Blocking the Department of Justice (DOJ) and DHS from sharing state voter lists;
e Defunding the DOJ's efforts to compel production of state voter lists;
e Enforcing the Privacy Act by barring federal agencies from improperly sharing voter data,
both within the government and with outside groups; and
e Defunding any future Commerce Department efforts to enact partisan regulation of mail
in ballots.

Bennet has consistently supported Coloradans’ right to mail-in voting. In March 2026,

Bennet condemned the SAVE America Act on the Senate floor. In July 2023, Bennet and his
Democratic colleagues introduced the Freedom to Vote Act to improve Americans’ access to the
ballot, invest in state election infrastructure, strengthen campaign finance disclosure
requirements, and ensure our elections are free from interference.

Hickenlooper has consistently opposed the SAVE Act since last year and_helped block Senate
Republicans' efforts to jam through Trump’s voter suppression. Specifically, the SAVE America
Act would challenge Colorado’s vote by mail system, which Hickenlooper helped create as
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governor. In Colorado, 98% of all Colorado voters submitted mail-in ballots in the 2025 election.
The SAVE America Act would make it more challenging for Coloradans, regardless of party
affiliation, to vote by mail. 98% of Colorado Republicans voted by mail in 2025, and 90% of
Colorado Republicans voted by mail during the 2024 Presidential election.

Under Hickenlooper's leadership, Colorado became the first in the nation to conduct a bipartisan
statewide audit after every election. Results from the audit over the last six years show Colorado
vote-counting systems were more than 99.99% accurate.

Hickenlooper cosponsors several pieces of voting rights legislation, including the For the People
Act, the John Lewis Voting Rights Advancement Act, and the Freedom to Vote Act.

In addition to Bennet, Hickenlooper, and Padilla, U.S. Senators Gary Peters (D-Mich.), Dick Durbin
(D-Ill.), Chuck Schumer (D-N.Y.), Jeff Merkley (D-Ore.), Angela Alsobrooks (D-Md.), Tammy Baldwin
(D-Wis.), Richard Blumenthal (D-Conn.), Lisa Blunt Rochester (D-Del.), Cory Booker (D-N.J.), Maria
Cantwell (D-Wash.), Chris Coons (D-Del.), Catherine Cortez Masto (D-Nev.), Tammy Duckworth (D-
lll.), Ruben Gallego (D-Ariz.), Kirsten Gillibrand (D-N.Y.), Martin Heinrich (D-N.M.), Mazie Hirono
(D-Hawaii), Tim Kaine (D-Va.), Mark Kelly (D-Ariz.), Andy Kim (D-N.J.), Angus King (I-Maine), Amy
Klobuchar (D-Minn.), Ben Ray Lujan (D-N.M.), Ed Markey (D-Mass.), Chris Murphy (D-Conn.), Patty
Murray (D-Wash.), Jacky Rosen (D-Nev.), Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.), Adam Schiff (D-Calif.), Jeanne
Shaheen (D-N.H.), Elissa Slotkin (D-Mich.), Chris Van Hollen (D-Md.), Mark Warner (D-Va.),
Elizabeth Warren (D-Mass.), Peter Welch (D-Vt.), Sheldon Whitehouse (D-R.l.), and Ron Wyden (D-
Ore.) co-sponsored this bill.

The text of the bill is available HERE.

SENATORS BENNET / HICKENLOOPER, REPRESENTATIVE PETTERSEN

Bennet, Hickenlooper, Krishnamoorthi, Neguse, Pettersen Introduce Legislation to
Establish New Congressional Pathway for States to Claim Federal Disaster Relief
Washington, D.C. — Colorado U.S. Senators Michael Bennet and John Hickenlooper together
with U.S. Representatives Raja Krishnamoorthi, Joe Neguse, and Brittney Pettersen introduced
legislation that would allow Congress to override a Presidential denial of federal disaster relief
funding and create a new fast-track process to ensure states like Colorado are not left without
support.

Earlier this year, President Trump denied Colorado’s request and appeal for disaster assistance
for the Lee and Elk Fires in August 2025 and the Southwest Colorado flooding in October 2025.
Both events met the statutory and practical criteria for a Major Disaster Declaration as well as
FEMA's fiscal threshold to warrant federal aid.

“Disasters don't care about state lines or politics, and neither should our President's response,”
said Bennet. “Following the Lee and Elk Fires and the flooding in Southwest Colorado last year,
every single member of the Colorado delegation was united: our communities needed federal

assistance. The President outright rejected our calls for federal support. As natural disasters
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increase, Congress must be able to push past political retribution and help our cities and
counties meet the challenge posed by these events.

“The president is putting politics over Americans in crisis. We have to fight for a way forward,”
said Hickenlooper. “Disaster relief should never be tied to politics. Your zip code and your vote
should not decide whether you can rebuild.”

“President Trump has repeatedly denied disaster aid requests, including ones affecting families
in lllinois, leaving communities struggling to rebuild after severe storms and flooding,” said
Krishnamoorthi. “Disaster relief should never depend on politics or arbitrary decisions. Our
legislation empowers Congress to step in and help deliver the support states need when federal
assistance is blocked. Families rebuilding after disasters deserve certainty that their government
will stand with them when it matters most.”

“When natural disasters strike — from wildfires to flash floods — the Federal government must
rise to the occasion and assist our communities,” said Neguse. “Natural disasters don't
discriminate based on state or political affiliation — and neither should the Federal government.
That's why I'm proud to join Senator Bennet in introducing legislation that continues the fight to
ensure all Americans are provided with the critical resources necessary to recover after tragedy
strikes.”

“As wildfires become a year-round threat, Colorado communities cannot afford a federal
government that turns its back on them when disaster strikes,” said Pettersen. “Trump denied
disaster relief to Colorado multiple times all because we refused to bend the knee. The Disaster
Declaration Transparency Act would change that because every community — red or blue —
should have the tools needed to recover and rebuild more resilient to future threats. I'm proud
to help lead this legislation and will keep fighting to make sure Colorado is never left behind
again when disaster strikes.”

Specifically, this bill amends the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act
to give Congress a fast and clear way to respond when a president denies a governor's request
for a major disaster declaration. If a president rejects a request in certain cases, such as when
FEMA recommends approval or when past decisions support approval, the president must notify
Congress within 24 hours and provide a written explanation. After that, members of Congress
can introduce a simple joint resolution within a set number of days that directs the president to
approve the disaster declaration. The bill also sets up fast-track procedures in both the House
and Senate to ensure a timely vote.

This legislative solution includes the support of Colorado leaders:

“Colorado needs the federal government to be a reliable partner in helping our communities
recover from natural disasters,” said Governor Jared Polis. “Colorado did everything right to
receive federal support after last year's devastating fires and floods, only to be denied twice
without justification - leaving impacted communities without much-needed federal support. This
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legislation would ensure states get clear reasoning for any denials of major disaster funding, and
allows Congress to override any denial that's not based on the facts. | appreciate Senator
Bennet's leadership on this important issue and urge Congress to support this legislation for
Colorado and communities across the country.”

“After historic flooding damaged critical infrastructure in Pagosa Springs and Archuleta County,
Colorado’s request for federal support was denied without a clear explanation to understand
the decision,” said Shari Pierce, Pagosa Springs Mayor. “Our community is already financially
strained, and this denial exacerbates the burden on our community to try to fund necessary
repairs to our infrastructure. This innovative bill gives Congress the tools to advocate for
communities like ours that were denied much-needed assistance. | applaud and am grateful for
Senator Bennet's leadership on this legislation.”

“Rural communities should not be left carrying the burden alone after disaster strikes,” said Matt
Salka, Chair, La Plata County Board of Commissioners. “La Plata County saw significant damage
from the Southwest flooding, and the denial of federal assistance left our residents and local
government to manage recovery on our own. The Disaster Declaration Transparency Act brings
needed transparency and accountability to the process and helps ensure disaster decisions are
based on need, not politics.”

Earlier this month, Bennet and Hickenlooper released a statement on Trump'’s callous decision
to deny Colorado’s disaster aid appeal. In January, Bennet led the entire Colorado delegation in
support of Governor Jared Polis” appeal to President Donald Trump's decision to deny Major
Disaster Declarations for the Lee and Elk Fires in August 2025 and the Southwest Colorado
flooding in October 2025. The lawmakers had previously sent letters in support of Governor
Polis" initial requests for Major Disaster Declarations for the Lee and Elk Fires and Southwest
Colorado flooding. The letters can be read HERE and HERE.

The text of the bill is available HERE. A one-pager for the bill is available HERE.

REPRESENTATIVE CRANK

Rep. Crank Votes in Favor of Budget Reconciliation to Fund ICE and CBP

WASHINGTON, D.C. -- Today, Representative Jeff Crank (CO-05) voted in favor of S. Con. Res. 33,
which establishes a Congressional budget to responsibly fund Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE) and Customs and Border Protection (CBP) through 2028.

“We are months into the Democrat-led ICE and CBP funding shutdown, and it has got to end,”
said Rep. Crank. “We face elevated threats from around the world and right here at home.
Colorado's Fifth District is tired of the politics, let's get this funding passed to ensure that ICE and
CBP can continue protecting the American people.”

Rep. Crank Votes to Protect National Security from Foreign Threats
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WASHINGTON, D.C. -- Today, Representative Jeff Crank (CO-05) voted in favor of a clean, 18-
month extension to the reforms that Congress passed two years ago in the Reforming
Intelligence and Securing America Act (RISAA).

The Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act (FISA) Section 702 allows the US Government to collect
electronic communications of foreign nationals outside the US with access to foreign
intelligence—such as terrorists, spies, weapons proliferators, and drug traffickers. Section 702
helps the federal government identify and stop foreign threats and collect intelligence to protect
the homeland. Section 702 cannot be used to target Americans' private data.

In 2024, Congress passed RISAA into law as the largest FBI and FISA reform in decades, with 56
reform mandates. All the reforms have been implemented, however, an additional, clean, 18-
month extension will confirm whether the RISAA reforms have been institutionalized or whether
more reforms are needed.

"After spending time reviewing and looking through relevant documentation from multiple
agencies, | am encouraged that an 18-month extension of these reforms is the right direction for
our country,” said Rep. Crank. "The reforms have already shown to be successful, and | will
continue to show my commitment to oversight in ensuring that Americans' Constitutional rights
are not compromised."

Background:

e To be clear, the US Government cannot use Section 702 to target Americans' electronic
communications for collection. That would require a warrant under a different FISA
authority.

e Every Section 702 target is carefully reviewed to ensure that they are foreigners, located
overseas, who communicate foreign intelligence information.

e Section 702 is the most extensively overseen US intelligence collection tool, with built-in
protections for Americans' privacy.

Rep. Crank Secures over $12 Million to Support Colorado Springs Airport Growth
WASHINGTON, D.C. -- Today, Representative Jeff Crank (CO-05) announced that he helped secure
a $12,320,715 grant to the Colorado Springs Airport.

Colorado Springs Airport (COS) has been awarded $12.3 million in Airport Improvement
Program (AIP) funding from the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) to support the
reconstruction of Taxiway Bravo (B5-E). Scheduled to begin construction in early 2027, this
project will fully reconstruct a critical section of airfield pavement to ensure continued safe and
reliable operations. The scope includes upgrades to meet current FAA design standards,
pavement strengthening to accommodate future aircraft demand, and improvements to airfield
drainage systems.

"Our Colorado Springs Airport is a hub for travelers all over the globe,” said Rep. Crank. “Grants
like these are imperative to ensure efficiency and safety for all travelers who visit our airport. |
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look forward to seeing how we continue to meet the future of aircraft demand in Colorado's
Fifth Congressional District.”

“Investments like this ensure we can continue delivering safe, efficient airfield infrastructure for
the airlines, military partners and general aviation users who rely on COS every day,” said Alex
Kovacs, Director of Aviation for Colorado Springs Airport. “We're grateful for the FAA's support as
we modernize key airfield systems.”

REPRESENTATIVE PETTERSEN
House Republicans Reject Pettersen’s Amendments to Protect Colorado Farmers, Families,

and Wildfire Response

WASHINGTON - Today, U.S. Representative Brittany Pettersen released the following statement
after House Republicans blocked her commonsense amendments to the Farm Bill that would
have helped Colorado farmers, strengthened Colorado’s wildfire response efforts, and protected
states from devastating SNAP cuts.

“Farmers in Colorado can barely keep their heads above water - between Donald Trump’'s illegal
tariffs and his unauthorized war in Iran causing the cost of everything, including fertilizer, food,
and fuel, to skyrocket. This misguided piece of legislation does nothing to address any of these
urgent crises that are bankrupting families and farmers.

“Instead, Republicans are giving big corporations the greenlight to destroy our forests, pollute
our waters, and harm our children. We in Colorado are already feeling the disastrous impacts of
the climate crisis every single day, from the increased wildfires to non-existent snowpack and
historic drought. And this is only going to get worse in coming years, putting at risk the land that
supports our farmers and ranchers, feeds us all, and powers our economy.

“I'm deeply disappointed - but not surprised - that Republicans wouldn’t even hold a vote on
these commonsense measures to make sure our kids have food on the plate, our farmers can
get relief, and our future generations can continue to enjoy the places we love for years to
come.”

Every five years, Congress traditionally reauthorizes the Farm Bill on a bipartisan basis to
support farmers, strengthen our food supply, and help families put food on the table. Instead,
Republicans forced through a bill that fails to address the real challenges farmers and ranchers
are facing, locks in Donald Trump’s cuts to food assistance, and protects multi-billion-dollar
pesticide companies from accountability for serious health issues including cancer.

Specifically, Pettersen’s amendments would have:
e Required the United States Forest Service to maintain staffing levels needed for wildfire
mitigation and response, including personnel with Incident Qualification Cards (“red
cards”) and employees who support wildfire prevention and emergency response efforts.
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o Directed the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) to calculate financial losses
farmers have faced as a result of tariffs imposed on or after January 20, 2025, and ensure
producers are compensated for those losses.

o Delayed implementation of SNAP administrative cost shifts to states in Trump’s Big Ugly
Bill until harmful work requirements impacting veterans, people experiencing
homelessness, former foster youth, adults ages 55-64, and parents of school-aged
children are repealed.

e Authorized the USDA to fund modern private-sector weather tools so farmers and
foresters can better prepare for and reduce damage from extreme weather like droughts,
floods, and wildfires.

A full summary of House Republicans’ Farm Bill can be found HERE.

Rep. Pettersen Introduces Bipartisan Resolution Marking National Fentanyl Awareness
Day

Legislation comes as fentanyl-related deaths among young people soar

WASHINGTON — Today, U.S. Representatives Brittany Pettersen (CO-07), Lori Trahan (MA-03),
Brian Fitzpatrick (PA-01), Joe Neguse (CO-02), and Addison McDowell (NC-06) introduced a
bipartisan resolution recognizing April 29, 2026, as National Fentanyl Awareness Day in order to
increase awareness about the growing threat of counterfeit fentanyl pills and their devastating
impact on families and young people across the United States.

The resolution seeks to unite the public and policymakers in the fight against this deadly
epidemic as fentanyl-related deaths continue to rise. In 2025 alone, law enforcement seized 47
million counterfeit pills, equating to over 369 million lethal doses.

“Like so many Americans, my family has been impacted by the opioid epidemic,” said Pettersen.
“My mom first became addicted to prescription opioids that led to a decades-long struggle,
including heroin and fentanyl, but she’s one of the lucky ones. She finally got the medical care
she desperately needed and will be celebrating 9 years in recovery this August and is an
example of what's possible. On National Fentanyl Awareness Day, we increase awareness about
the dangers of this drug to prevent further tragedies and make sure people like my mom aren't
again left with nowhere to turn.”

“The fentanyl-fueled overdose crisis is devastating families and communities in every corner of
our country,” said Trahan. “By establishing National Fentanyl Awareness Day, we not only honor
the lives lost, but also shine a light on the urgent need for action. This bill is about raising
awareness, saving lives, and reaffirming our commitment to ending this crisis.”

“Counterfeit fentanyl is now the leading killer of young Americans, devastating families in every
corner of our nation,” said Fitzpatrick. “I've seen the human cost of this crisis firsthand. As Co-
Chair and a founding member of the Bipartisan Mental Health and Substance Use Disorder Task
Force, I'm working to turn awareness into action—stopping the flow of deadly counterfeit pills,
strengthening prevention and enforcement, and saving lives. Recognizing National Fentanyl
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Awareness Day is a critical part of that mission and of building the national response this crisis
demands.”

“Fentanyl-related overdoses and drug poisonings have had a devastating impact on
communities across my home state of Colorado,” said Neguse.“In championing an effort to
designate April 29th as National Fentanyl Awareness Day, we are not just bringing attention to
this crisis but also sharing information and best practices for preventing the spread and sale of
synthetic opioids—and, ultimately, fighting to save lives.”

“Last year, Congress acted on a number of key pieces of legislation aimed at combatting the
fentanyl crisis. | was proud to stand with President Trump as he signed the major HALT Fentanyl
Act into law,” said McDowell. “I lost my brother, Luke, to fentanyl at just 20 years old. I'll keep
fighting alongside anyone willing to take this on until no family has to endure the kind of loss
mine did.”

Text of the resolution can be found HERE.

Rep. Pettersen has been a leading voice in Congress on addressing the opioid crisis and
expanding access to mental health and substance use disorder treatment. Inspired by her own
mother’s struggle, Pettersen has fought for legislation to prevent the import of illicit drugs, crack
down on drug traffickers and their financing operations, and prevent overdose deaths by
ensuring airplanes, law enforcement, and hospitals are able to distribute naloxone when
necessary.

REPRESENTATIVE BOEBERT

Rep. Boebert Applauds Passage of Farm Bill and Secures Major Wins for Colorado
WASHINGTON, D.C. - Today, Congresswoman Lauren Boebert (CO-04) voted in favor of
advancing the Farm Bill, delivering critical support for farmers and ranchers across Colorado’s
Fourth Congressional District and the entire state. The House of Representatives passed H.R.
7567, the Farm, Food, and National Security Act of 2026 with a bipartisan vote of 224-200.

“I have always said I'm here to deliver results for the people of Colorado, and that's exactly what |
am doing today,” said Rep. Boebert. “After some hard-fought, good-faith negotiations with
Speaker Johnson, Agriculture Committee Chairman GT Thompson, and Chairman of the
Appropriations Subcommittee on Agriculture Andy Harris, | voted ‘YES' to move the farm bill
forward.”

Rep. Boebert emphasized that her vote was secured only after she obtained significant victories
for her district. She successfully included key amendments in the Agriculture Appropriations bill,
most notably designating millet as a specialty crop—a major win for farmers on Colorado’s
eastern plains. She also secured the inclusion of her Finish the Arkansas Valley Conduit Act,
which will finally deliver long-awaited clean, reliable water to communities in Southeastern
Colorado.

83


https://pettersen.house.gov/UploadedFiles/Fentanyl_Awareness_Day_2026_Resolution.pdf
https://boebert.house.gov/media/press-releases/rep-boebert-applauds-passage-farm-bill-and-secures-major-wins-colorado

Agenda Item 3

Additionally, Rep. Boebert has been promised a seat on the Farm Bill Conference Committee,
where she will serve as a lead negotiator to ensure her CREP Improvement Act and other critical
policies are incorporated into the final version of the bill.

“l voted yes for our farmers, ranchers, and producers,” Rep. Boebert stated. “I have a significant
seat at the table where | will work to secure massive wins for the 4th District and our entire
state.”

Background: H.R. 7567, the Farm, Food, and National Security Act of 2026, provides essential
support for agriculture, conservation programs, and rural economies. Rep. Boebert's vote
reflects her continued commitment to fighting for Colorado’s hardworking farmers and
ranchers, ensuring they have the resources and policy support needed to thrive.

Congresswoman Boebert successfully advocated for key legislative wins that were included in
H.R. 7567:
e The PRIME Act, which expands access to custom-exempt meat processing and gives
farmers and ranchers more options to process and sell their livestock locally.
e Aban on CCP ownership of U.S. farmland, protecting American agricultural land from
foreign adversaries and strengthening national and food security.
e Proactive forest management and wildfire prevention measures, including expanded
active management of federal forests to reduce catastrophic wildfires.
e Responsible grazing access on federal lands, ensuring ranchers can continue sustainable
livestock operations.
e Commonsense reforms to the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) that
save taxpayers nearly $200 billion over the next decade. These reforms include:
o Requiring states that fail to reduce their error rates to shoulder a share of SNAP
benefit costs beginning in Fiscal Year 2028.
o Narrowing eligibility for waivers from the work requirement to areas with genuinely
high unemployment, reasserting Congressional intent.
Expanding the work requirement for able-bodied adults without dependents.
Restricting SNAP eligibility for illegal aliens.

Congresswoman Lauren Boebert Introduces the TRUMP Ballroom Act

Washington, D.C.—Today, Rep. Lauren Boebert (CO-04) introduced the Tactical Revitalization
and Upgrade of Modern Presidential Ballroom Act or the “TRUMP Ballroom Act”. Her legislation
Congressionally authorizes President Trump to design and construct a ballroom facility on the
grounds of the White House.

“The attempted assassination of President Trump this past weekend has highlighted the need
for a space adjacent to White House that the President can host large events without exposing
himself to another would-be assassin. While | don't see any reason Congressional approval for
this ballroom should be required, activist judges and leftist dogwalkers have inserted
themselves into this renovation at the White House. As a result, I'm proud to introduce the
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TRUMP Ballroom Act so that we can get this project over the finish line.” said Congresswoman
Lauren Boebert

Background:

President Donald J. Trump has proposed the construction of a new, large-scale ballroom facility
on the White House grounds to address the current limitations of existing event spaces. The
proposed state-of-the-art ballroom would provide the President with a secure, on-site venue
capable of hosting major official events, diplomatic receptions, and large gatherings without
requiring travel to external locations.

The project has been stalled due to legal challenges from activist groups. A liberal activist judge
recently sided with a dog walker in blocking key aspects of the White House renovation, creating
unnecessary bureaucratic and legal hurdles.

The attempted assassination of President Trump this past weekend has further highlighted the
urgent need for a secure ballroom facility adjacent to the White House. Such a venue would
allow the President and future administrations to host high-profile events with significantly
reduced security risks.

The Tactical Revitalization and Upgrade of Modern Presidential Ballroom Act (TRUMP Ballroom
Act), introduced by Rep. Lauren Boebert (CO-04), seeks to provide explicit congressional
authorization for President Trump to design and construct the facility, cutting through the
activist-driven legal obstacles and ensuring the project can move forward without further delay.

Full text of the TRUMP Ballroom Act may be accessed HERE.
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Updates from Congressional committees of interest

HOUSE MAJORITY ENERGY & COMMERCE

Congressman Griffith Delivers Opening Statement at Subcommittee on Environment
Hearing on The EPA FY2027 Budget

WASHINGTON, D.C. - Congressman Morgan Griffith (VA-09), delivered the following opening
statement at today's hearing on the Environmental Protection Agency FY2027 budget.

Congressman Griffith’s opening statement as prepared for delivery:

“Today the House Committee on Energy and Commerce Subcommittee on Environment will
consider President Trump's fiscal year 2027 budget request for the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency.

“I'm glad to welcome back Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Lee Zeldin, who many
of us fondly remember serving with in the House.

“When you testified before this Subcommittee last year to discuss EPA’s budget request for fiscal
year 2026, | noted that you faced a difficult but important job as EPA Administrator.

“I believe that you have excelled as Administrator, the people across my district have been
excited to see the direction that you and President Trump have steered EPA under your Great
American Comeback Initiative.'

“Thank you and President Trump for returning the EPA to its rightful role of protecting human
health and cleaning up the environment, not an anti-jobs agency.

“Itis refreshing to see the Trump Administration take a measured and thoughtful approach to
regulation and enforcement, unlike under the previous Administration where the agency

operated as a center for pushing uncompromising ideologies.

“The EPA under President Trump has closely followed its enabling statutes and not stretched the
meaning of the law for the benefit of over-zealous activists.

“I commend you for taking a pragmatic approach to regulatory actions that closely uphold the
laws the EPA is charged with enforcing.

“The EPA has done great work over this past year, from cleaning up sewage spills in California to
expediting Superfund site closures and to clarifying Clean Air Act guidance.

“You were tasked with undoing the regulatory overreach of the Biden-Harris administration and
refocusing EPA’'s work and | believe you're off to a good start.
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“Also, | would like to take a moment to personally thank you and President Trump for prioritizing
the rollback of blatantly anti-coal regulations that were churned out, on what seemed to me like
a monthly basis, by the Biden-Harris EPA.

“Under your leadership, EPA finalized a repeal of the Obama Administration’s 2009 so-called
greenhouse gas endangerment finding under the Clean Air Act, which led to a series of costly
regulations that limited consumer choices.

“Over the past year, EPA has also worked to improve permitting guidance under the Clean Air
Act.

“EPA has also prioritized actions to safeguard drinking water, including proposing to require
monitoring of microplastics, PFAS, and pharmaceuticals under the Safe Drinking Water Act.

“Administrator you have also been successful in reining in the wasteful Green New Deal and DEI
initiatives that characterized the Biden Administration.

“For fiscal year 2027, President Trump is requesting $4.2 billion in new budget authority for EPA.

“This budget proposal would provide more than $2.5 billion for EPA’'s environmental
managements programs, as well as almost $750 million in grant assistance for states and Tribes,
more than $500 million for science and technology activities, and $290 million for Superfund site
cleanup.

“Despite what our friends across the aisle may say, this is a significant amount of taxpayer
dollars.

“It is important to remember that EPA received an exorbitant $100 billion in appropriations for
fiscal years 2022 through 2026 from the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act and the Inflation
Reduction Act.

“Such lavish funding levels, over 10 times the average historical EPA appropriation -- was
intended to be a one-time, once-in-a-generation supplement, with much of the increased
funding for specific water infrastructure and cleanup programs.

“Those appropriations were never intended to be the new normal for EPA funding.

“This budget request is fiscally responsible and focuses on infrastructure and distinct cleanup
goals.

“The EPA’s budget request will continue to support EPA's core programs and is in line with the
limited legal authority and cooperative federalism framework that Congress envisioned for EPA.

87



Agenda Item 3

“It is important for Congress to examine how the laws it enacts are working and whether they
need to be amended or even repealed.

“When | was Chairman of the Environment Subcommittee, we began reviewing all of EPA’s
statutory authorities.

“Chairman Palmer has continued this important work, by holding hearings and markups on
reauthorizations for the Toxic Substances Control Act, the Brownfields law, the Safe Drinking
Water Act, and by considering amendments to the Clean Air Act and the federal waste and
recycling laws.

“Thank you again for coming before us today, Administrator Zeldin, | look forward to hearing
about your priorities for EPA and how Congress can help ensure that we have clean air, clean
water, and good jobs.”

Environment Subcommittee Holds Hearing on the EPA FY2027 Budget
WASHINGTON, D.C. - Today, Congressman Morgan Griffith (VA-09), led a hearing titled The Fiscal
Year 2027 Environmental Protection Agency Budget.

“Today’s hearing provided the opportunity to discuss the EPA’'s budget request,” said
Congressman Griffith. “Over the past year, under the leadership of Administrator Zeldin, EPA has
returned to its rightful role of protecting human health and cleaning up the environment while
powering the great American comeback.”

Watch the full hearing here.
Below are key excerpts from today’s hearing:

Congressman Buddy Carter (GA-01): “One of the regulations that's been devastating for our
nation and for the growth of our nation in manufacturing has been the unworkable PM 2.5
standard — particulate matter. As you know, the Biden-Harris Administration made some
significant changes to this, and it's caused a lot of businesses not to be able to locate in areas
that they'd like to locate in. It's something that we're trying to address here in this committee.
This made it more difficult to create jobs, to build cutting-edge factories, and to lead the world in
the development of new products that we know we need to be doing. Can you provide us with
an update on where the agency stands to revisit and revise this rule?”

Administrator Zeldin: “The Trump Administration is no longer defending the unlawful 2024 Biden
PM 2.5 NAAQS rule. This was a necessary decision that we made because the previous
administration's actions were discretionary and didn't align with the statutory obligations of the
Clean Air Act. EPA is remaining hopeful that the D.C. Circuit will soon release a decision on that.”

Congressman August Pfluger (TX-11): “The Biden-Harris EPA imposed trillions of dollars in
regulatory costs based on wildly inflated benefit calculations, assigning speculative dollar values
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to statistical lives while ignoring the real-world consequences of making energy unaffordable.
Twenty-five million American households have reported going without food or medicine to pay
their energy bills. That is the human cost of regulatory excess.

“This EPA is doing what the agency is supposed to do — rigorous, honest cost-benefit analysis,
not rubber-stamping regulations that strangle reliable energy production while claiming to save
lives on a spreadsheet. Affordable, reliable energy is the foundation of American health and
safety. And Administrator Zeldin, your reforms are protecting Americans — not by speculating
about benefits, but by delivering them.”

Congressman John James (MI-10): “The United States, and especially states like Michigan —
manufacturers and producers of energy — we make energy cleaner and safer and more
responsibly than anyone else in the world. That's a competitive advantage. We should be leaning
into that competitive advantage, not regulating our way out of existence.

“Over the past several years, we've seen a growing trend, and from the previous administration,
from the Whitmer administration in Lansing, toward theoretical, one-size-fits-all regulations that
look good on paper but don't work in the real world. These mandates too often strangle
businesses, delay projects indefinitely, and make it nearly impossible to build, invest, and
innovate right here at home. At a time when we're competing with China, who's not playing by
the same environmental or economic rules, the last thing we should be doing is tying our own
hands.”

HOUSE MINORITY ENERGY & COMMERCE

Pallone: Zeldin's Legacy Will Be Selling the Health of Americans to the Highest Bidder
Energy and Commerce Committee Ranking Member Frank Pallone, Jr. (D-NJ) delivered the
following opening remarks at an Environment Subcommittee hearing on "The Fiscal Year 2027
Environmental Protection Agency Budget:”

President Trump’s budget is an insult to the American people. At every opportunity, this budget
undercuts public health, affordability, and sensible environmental protections to line the pockets
of Trump's corporate polluter friends.

The budget would cut funding for the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) by more than 50
percent - the largest cut in EPA's history. This would hamstring EPA's ability to fulfill its core
mission of protecting human health and the environment. Despite claims to the contrary, it fails
to deliver on the Trump Administration’s promise to Make America Healthy Again.

The budget eliminates nearly all state categorical grants, all but ending the cooperative
federalism that has made EPA so successful in cleaning up toxic pollution and providing
healthier futures for Americans. EPA is deserting the states to deal with serious climate and
pollution issues on their own, while EPA focuses on giving polluters free passes to poison our
communities with reckless abandon.
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The budget also takes a sledgehammer to the Clean Water and Drinking Water State Revolving
Funds (SRFs), which are the primary funding sources for water infrastructure projects. At a time
when communities are experiencing aging infrastructure and rising water costs, and are fearful
of threats of contamination, these funds are critical to ensure all communities have access to
safe, affordable water. The Trump Administration clearly doesn't recognize this value, especially
when you consider EPA’s plans to rescind and delay the historic PFAS drinking water standards
that were put in place during the Biden Administration to protect public health.

Under Administrator Zeldin, the EPA is going in a dangerously wrong direction. At every turn,
Administrator Zeldin has demonstrated that he is at the beck and call of special interests —
providing broad exemptions and handouts to his polluter friends. He has eliminated EPA’s
climate and clean air work, turned his back on environmental justice communities, and looked
the other way as bad actors poison communities across America.

What is potentially most egregious is EPA’s shockingly irresponsible rollback of the landmark
Endangerment Finding - which has no basis in law, science, or reality - especially in 2026. EPA is
abandoning its responsibility to protect human health and the environment from the harm of air
pollution, replacing it with nothing. Ensuring the climate crisis gets far worse puts the health of
Americans in jeopardy, will result in even higher food and electricity than we are also seeing due
to the Republican affordability crisis, and will put homeownership even further out of reach as
unchecked pollution wreaks havoc on property values, insurance rates, and jobs. It will also
cause cascading consequences across all sectors of our economy. And at a time when Trump's
reckless war of choice with Iran has already caused gas prices to skyrocket, EPA eliminated all
clean vehicle standards and incentives, increasing costs on families and businesses when they
can least afford it - a fact that EPA conveniently ignores.

Simultaneously, the Zeldin EPA has slashed critical protections by leaving radioactive coal ash in
unlined ponds in communities, reversing limits on cancer causing ethylene oxide pollution in
cities, and allowing the chemical industry to burn plastic. From the agency tasked with protecting
our public health and safety, these rollbacks cater to the whims of polluting interests while
American communities pay the price.

Finally, the effectiveness of the agency hinges on EPA having the career staff necessary to fulfill
its mission. They are the backbone of the agency. Yet, Administrator Zeldin's actions to
indiscriminately fire hundreds of employees, and retaliate against those who raised concerns
about the mismanagement of the agency, show a blatant disregard for the critical work career
staff conduct on behalf of the American people every day. He has created such a toxic and
hostile environment for career staff that EPA has lost about a quarter of its staff since Trump
assumed office. That doesn’'t make government more efficient - it decimates EPA's ability to
effectively do its job.

EPA’s mission is to protect human health and the environment. That should be its north star. Yet
at every turn, Administrator Zeldin has placed polluters favors over the needs of the people the
agency is tasked with protecting. The agency should be taking action to protect our air, water,
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and public health, but unfortunately, it seems the Administrator’s legacy will be selling the health
of Americans to the highest bidder.

And with that | yield back the balance of my time.

HOUSE MAJORITY APPROPRIATIONS

Cole Statement on DHS Funding Bill

Washington, D.C. - House Appropriations Committee Chairman Tom Cole (OK-04) released the
following statement regarding today’s House passage of H.R. 7147, which will now head to
President Trump's desk to end the Democrat-led Department of Homeland Security shutdown:

“Backed by President Trump, this bill ends the Democrat DHS shutdown. It fully restores funding,
stability, and pay for a vast majority of critical operations - including TSA, FEMA, Secret Service,
Coast Guard, and CISA. And it does so without any policy restrictions at the center of Chuck
Schumer and Senate Democrat leadership’s radical agenda.

“While the far-left hoped to eradicate U.S. Border Patrol and Immigration and Customs
Enforcement resources, complete funding for those agencies is advancing concurrently. This
two-pronged approach restores DHS immediately - and makes clear: enforcement will not be
stripped.

“Having Democrats diminish Article | and force the use of reconciliation was not my preferred
path. Yet, this is the reality before us. My support of today's action is for all the frontline
personnel who would have - once again - been subjected to missed paychecks starting this
weekend. I'd rather carry the weight of an imperfect move forward than ask them to carry the
real-life burden of Democrat failure.

“Trying to unilaterally dictate which national security functions survive while holding key
operations and employees hostage during the longest government shutdown in history is not a
record | would be proud of - but it's one Democrats hold.

“I thoroughly regret the erosion of the appropriations process Senate Democrats have
instigated, and the consequences that were paid by everyday Americans. It's not a standard |
accept - and my votes and position throughout this process have made that clear, each and
every time.”

HOUSE MINORITY APPROPRIATIONS

After Shutting Down the Department of Homeland Security for 76 Days, Republicans Bring
Up Funding Bill Mirroring DeLauro Proposal, Passes Overwhelmingly

WASHINGTON - Today, after shutting down the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) for 76
days and refusing to fund any agency under DHS without additional funding for U.S. Immigration
and Customs Enforcement (ICE) and the Border Patrol, House Republican leadership finally
abandoned their senseless opposition to this common-sense solution and allowed a vote in the

91


https://appropriations.house.gov/news/press-releases/cole-statement-dhs-funding-bill
https://democrats-appropriations.house.gov/news/press-releases/after-shutting-down-department-homeland-security-76-days-republicans-bring
https://democrats-appropriations.house.gov/news/press-releases/after-shutting-down-department-homeland-security-76-days-republicans-bring

Agenda Item 3

House on the unanimous Senate-passed bill, which closely mirrors legislation Ranking Member
Delauro introduced in February. The bill passed overwhelmingly.

House Appropriations Committee Ranking Member Rosa Delauro issued the following
statement regarding the passage of the bill:

“This is a victory for the hardworking men and women at FEMA, TSA, the Secret Service, Coast
Guard and our top cybersecurity agency whose lives were on hold for 76 days, but who
continued to work while Republicans shut down the government and held them hostage.

“It is about time. This has gone on far too long. This is no way to govern, this is no way to run a
legislative body, it is a failure of leadership.

“We could have passed this same exact bill more than a month ago. This irresponsible delay
caused substantial harm to federal workers throughout the Department of Homeland Security.

“I'am glad this bill has finally passed. | introduced legislation that is nearly identical to the bill
that passed today back in February. Democrats have supported the solution that I put forward
for months - more than 200 Democrats cosponsored my bill. Were it not for Republicans’ refusal
to take yes for an answer we could have solved this problem more than 75 days ago.

“I strongly encourage my Republican colleagues to resume negotiations to reform our
immigration enforcement agencies who have abused, harassed, detained and even killed law-
abiding U.S. citizens with impunity.”

SENATE MAJORITY ENVIRONMENT & PUBLIC WORKS

Chairman Capito Opening Statement at Hearing to Examine Proposed EPA FY2027 Budget
WASHINGTON, D.C. - Today, U.S. Senator Shelley Moore Capito (R-W.Va.), Chairman of the
Senate Environment and Public Works (EPW) Committee, led a hearing examining the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency's (EPA) proposed budget for fiscal year 2027.

In her opening remarks, Chairman Capito addressed the critical deregulatory actions that the
EPA has taken under Administrator Zeldin's leadership and their benefits to West Virginia and
the entire country. She also highlighted key priorities for the EPA to address, including
continuing funding for programs that approve new, innovative chemicals and clean up
brownfield sites.

Below is the opening statement of Chairman Shelley Moore Capito (R-W.Va.) as delivered.

“I want to gavel in, and | want to say good afternoon to the Administrator. Administrator Zeldin, |
would have come down to shake your hand, but we're running a little behind. And in
consideration of time, I'll just wave to you and thank you for being here. | appreciate your time
and your willingness to appear before the Committee, as always.
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“Over the last year, we have seen a clear change in the direction of EPA. One that is grounded in
EPA’s authorizing statutes and recognizes the importance of reliable, affordable energy.

“That change matters, no matter where you live, in what state, and [that is] certainly no different
in my state of West Virginia. In November, thank you very much, during your visit to West
Virginia, you heard firsthand about the real economic benefits that are resulting from the
regulatory relief efforts in Congress and with the Trump Administration.

“Administrator Zeldin, thank you. Thank you for taking the time to talk to my constituents and
understand how the policies and actions that occur here in Washington directly impact the
livelihoods of those in the Mountain State.

“For too long, EPA policies imposed unnecessary and costly burdens on American workers,
farmers, manufacturers, energy producers and communities. We saw rules that drove power
plants and coal mines toward closure, raised costs for families and ignored the plain realities of
our electric grid.

“The EPA buried the economy in red tape and killed economic growth. So that's changing. The
EPA is now working hard to undo, point by point, the Biden Administration’s War on Coal and
other matters.

“The EPA proposed to repeal the Biden Administration’s Clean Power Plan 2.0 rule, an
unworkable and unlawful rule that would have forced the shutdown of coal plants and
prohibited new gas plants. It would have devastated electric reliability by causing major
electricity generation shortages. | encourage the EPA to finalize that rule’s repeal.

“The Agency also extended compliance deadlines for the Effluent Limitations Guidelines and
repealed the Biden-era MATS rule. These were unnecessary Biden rules with unrealistic
timelines that would have forced power plants to shut down rather than continue to operate
efficiently and in compliance with our environmental laws.

“This year, EPA rescinded the 2009 Endangerment Finding. That finding was wrongfully used to
justify sweeping rules that Congress never authorized and that imposed hundreds of billions of
dollars of costs on our economy. Rescinding it is a momentous milestone in returning the EPA to
adhering to its statutory role.

“The costly regulatory regime that the Endangerment Finding supported was inconsistent with
the requirement of clear congressional authority that the Supreme Court found was necessary
for such actions in the decision in West Virginia v. EPA.

“The EPA’s work is not limited just to the power sector. After Administrator Zeldin sent the Biden-

era California Waiver to Congress, we repealed the Democrats’ attempt to enact a nationwide
Electric Vehicle mandate without a vote in Congress. With that vote, Congress preserved
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consumer choice and protected our constituents from government-mandated higher vehicle
costs.

“Finally, Administrator Zeldin is bringing real accountability for how our taxpayers’ dollars are
being spent. The Inflation Reduction Act created a bunch of wasteful programs at EPA that
funded “climate” spending with little actual environmental benefit, such as for activists’ pet
projects and even funded activists to more easily sue the government to stop permits and
projects.

“Two programs were of particular concern: $30 billion that went to the so-called “Green Bank”
and Environmental Justice Block Grant programs. Billions of dollars went out the door with
limited transparency and questionable oversight. The EPA’s action to cancel roughly $17 billion
of those grants was an important first step for Congress to build upon, which we did in the
Working Family Tax Cuts bill.

“The EPW Committee’s title of that bill took the final step to repeal the Green Bank and rescind
those cancelled grant funds, as well as millions of dollars from other IRA programs, clawing them
back to the US Treasury on behalf of the American taxpayers.

“The EPA, under Administrator Zeldin's leadership, is delivering real results to benefit West
Virginians and the American people.

“But there is still much work to be done. We need to ensure that the EPA’s bipartisan
foundational programs, like the Drinking Water and Clean Water State Revolving Funds, are
adequately funded. These programs are how communities, especially small and rural
communities, replace aging pipes, update treatment systems and ensure safe, reliable service.

“We also need to ensure that programs and processes are well-established to strengthen
economic competitiveness by approving new innovative chemicals and cleaning up
environmental brownfield sites.

“Administrator Zeldin, | appreciate the steps your Agency has taken so far. | look forward to
hearing how you plan to build on this progress, how you are prioritizing EPA’s core
responsibilities and how we can continue working together to support American energy and
American jobs.”

Chairman Capito Asks Administrator Zeldin About Trump EPA Wins and Priorities
WASHINGTON, D.C. - Today, U.S. Senator Shelley Moore Capito (R-W.Va.), Chairman of the
Senate Environment and Public Works (EPW) Committee, led a hearing examining the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency's (EPA) proposed budget for fiscal year 2027.

During the hearing, Chairman Capito asked EPA Administrator Lee Zeldin about the Agency’s
efforts to repeal the Biden Administration’s power sector strategy and promote more affordable
and reliable electricity. She also asked about EPA's role in regulating cleanup of per- and
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polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS). Finally, Chairman Capito sought commitment from
Administrator Zeldin that the EPA would return congressionally rescinded Greenhouse Gas
Reduction Fund (GGRF) dollars to the US Treasury and support the implementation of State
Revolving Funds (SRFs) to provide clean drinking water in rural communities.

HIGHLIGHTS:

EGU STRATEGY

Chairman Capito:

“All the comments thus far have talked about the urgent need to generate more electricity. The
past administration’s power sector strategy was to shut down baseload energy availabilities, and
our nation is facing an energy scarcity. People talk about it all the time and know thatitis a
reality. This strategy consisted of a half-dozen rules at EPA, including the Clean Power Plan 2.0,
that went beyond the Agency's regulatory authority, which you've addressed. Will you discuss
your efforts to repeal the Biden EPA power sector strategy and how that will lead to more
affordable, reliable electricity while continuing to protect public health and welfare?”

EPA Administrator Lee Zeldin:

“Thank you, chairman. What we saw, especially toward the end of the Biden Administration, was
an attack with many rules seeking to strangulate coal out of existence, telling your coal miners
that they should just learn to code. We understand how important coal is to your state and
many other states up here on this dais. The 2024 Mercury and Air Toxics Standards have been
repealed. We still have the strict 2012 standards that were working and have significantly
reduced mercury and other emissions. We are working to repeal Clean Power Plan 2.0, efforts
with regard to steam electric [Effluent Limitation Guidelines (ELG)], coal combustion residuals
(CCR), giving primacy to states on the handling of CCR. As | mentioned, with our new Waters of
the United States rule, with our new Water Reuse Action Plan 2.0 and more, we are rolling back
that attack that we saw on coal and other sources of power.”

Chairman Capito:

“...I think it's important to emphasize, at this point, that the Clean Air Act and Clean Water Act,
written by Congress, all of what you're doing here falls within the boundaries of what we have
directed you to do. Is that correct?”

EPA Administrator Lee Zeldin:
“Yes ma'am.”

REPEAL OF GHG REDUCTION FUND

Chairman Capito:

“In the Working Families Tax Cut we signed into law, we repealed Section 134 of the Clean Air Act
to eliminate the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund (GGRF). | think it was $17 billion. Itis in
litigation right now. [...] We supported the grant cancellations through the passage of the
Working Families Tax Cuts—total waste of money. These are unobligated. While | understand
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that there is legislation pending, if the courts affirm that Congress has rescinded the $17 billion,
do you commit to quickly returning these funds to the US Treasury?”

EPA Administrator Lee Zeldin:
“Enthusiastically.”

PFAS PASSIVE RECEIVERS

Chairman Capito:

“I want to talk about PFAS. You and | have talked about this before. You know it's a concern |
have. It's a concern around the country. And we haven't been able to really reach a
congressional point at which we can agree here as to how we might be helpful. Under [the
Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA)]'s strict
guidance and their retroactive liability structure, we're not sure that the “passive receivers”"—that
would be small water companies, it could be [agriculture] people, it could be anybody else who's
sharing water resources—there is a concern that they may be on the hook to pay for any kind of
cleanup. While we work for a solution, can you tell me what EPA has done—I know you have
several authorities and existing settlement and allocation tools under CERCLA—are you using
those authorities? How are you using them? And how successful have they been?”

EPA Administrator Lee Zeldin:

“We believe strongly that the polluter should pay and that the rate payers shouldn’t be on the
hook for cleaning up PFAS contamination of their own water supply. We had a choice as to
whether or not to pursue CERCLA or [the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA)].
Neither of these two laws were written with PFAS in mind. And, unfortunately, the cost of
cleanup is passed down from that water system. There are thousands across this country who
would be giving it to their rate payers. So, we look forward to being able to work with Congress
to be able to address this issue with regards to CERCLA. We have been in contact with
stakeholders. There isn't a liability settlement that I'm here to report on, and a Congressional
solution would certainly be ideal to address the passive receiver status.”

IMPORTANCE OF THE SRFs

Chairman Capito:

“The other thing we're working on is safe drinking water, which involves the State Revolving
Funds (SRFs). All of our states, particularly those of us that have still small and remaining rural
communities that don't have satisfactory service, they're limited in their financing options. It's
very difficult. This is a critical program for them. Will you commit to working with states to
implement all funding that Congress provides from the SRFs in future authorizations and
appropriations?”

EPA Administrator Lee Zeldin:
“Yes, chairman.”

Click HERE to view Chairman Capito’s questions.
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SENATE MINORITY APPROPRIATIONS

Senator Murray on Passage of DHS Funding Bill

Washington, D.C. — Today, U.S. Senator Patty Murray (D-WA), Vice Chair of the Senate
Appropriations Committee, issued the following statement on House passage of the fiscal year
2026 Department of Homeland Security (DHS) funding bill that passed the Senate unanimously
on March 27 and then again on April 2.

“Speaker Johnson extended the DHS shutdown for over a month for no reason at all. This is the
same bill the Senate unanimously passed five weeks ago.

“After Republicans spent months blocking disaster relief and funding for the TSA, Coast Guard,

and our cyber defense agency, it is a very good thing that this bill is finally on track to be signed
into law to fund these agencies.”
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Bill # Title Bill Summary Sponsors Status \
H.R.3030 | Highway Formula Fairness Act To amend title 23, United States Code, to provide | House: House: Assigned to House
PPACG Legislative Theme: Transportation i a.dlscret|ona?ry Increase In certain e Stanton (D-AZ) Committee on
funding to take into account population growth .
of a State, and for other purposes. Gonzales (R-TX) Transportation &
Neguse (D-CO) Infrastructure,
Subcommittee on
Highways and Transit
H.R. 1733 | Rural Veterans Transportation to Care | To expand and modify the grant program of the | House: House: Assigned to
Act Department of Veterans Affairs to provide | parie Gluesenkamp (D-WA) | Committee on Veterans'
- - - - innovative transportanon OpthﬂS to veterans in . . . .
S.784 PPACG Legislative Theme: Transportation, Aging Ciscomani (R-AZ) Affairs, Subcommittee on

highly rural areas, and for other purposes.

Vasquez (D-NM)
Davis (D-NC)
Johnson (R-SD)
Joyce (R-OH)
Golden (D-ME)
Pettersen (D-CO)
Fitzpatrick (R-PA)
Harder (D-CA)
Nunn (R-1A)
Vindman (D-VA)
Strickland (D-WA)
Lofgren (D-CA)
Schrier (D-WA)
Barr (R-KY)
Horsford (D-NV)

Health

Senate: Committee on
Veterans' Affairs Hearing
on May 21
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Whitesides (D-CA)
Bresnahan (R-PA)

Senate:

Ossoff (D-GA)
Collins (R-ME)
Padilla (D-CA)
Rosen (D-NV)

H.R. 502

Protecting Infrastructure Investments
for Rural America Act

PPACG Legislative Theme: Transportation

To ensure the rural surface transportation grant
program is accessible to rural areas, and for
other purposes.

House:

Finstad (R-MN)
Golden (D-ME)
Stauber (R-MN)
Mann (R-KS)
Fischbach (R-MN)
Van Orden (R-WI)
Moolenaar (R-Ml)
Flood (R-NE)
Tiffany (R-WI)

House: Assigned to House
Committee on
Transportation &
Infrastructure,
Subcommittee on
Highways and Transit

Older Americans Act Reauthorization
Act of 2025

PPACG Legislative Theme: Aging

To amend the Older Americans Act of 1965 to
authorize appropriations for fiscal years 2026
through 2030, and for other purposes.

Senate:

Cassidy (R-LA)
Sanders (I-VT)
Scott (R-FL)
Gillibrand (D-NY)
Collins (R-ME)
Kaine (D-VA)
Mullin (R-OK)
Markey (D-MA)
Murkowksi (R-AK)
Lujan (D-NM)
Justice (R-WV)
Moody (R-FL)
Bennet (D-CO)
Warnock (D-GA)

Senate: Assigned to
Senate Committee on
Health, Education, Labor
and, Pensions

H.R. 4585

Agricultural and Rural Road
Improvement Program Act

PPACG Legislative Theme: Transportation

To amend title 23, United States Code, to
establish an agricultural and rural road
improvement program, and for other purposes.

House:

Bost (R-IL)
Riley (D-NY)
Mann (R-KS)
Nehls (R-TX)
Hurd (R-CO)

House: Assigned to
Committee on
Transportation &
Infrastructure,
Subcommittee on
Highways and Transit
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Onder (R-MO)
Miller (R-IL)
Feenstra (R-1A)
Van Orden (R-WI)
Desjarlais (R-TN)
Finstad (R-MN)
McClain (D-MD)
Gray (D-CA)
Wied (R-WI)
Taylor (R-OH)
Lucas (R-OK)
Vasquez (D-NM)
Hageman (R-WY)

H.R. 6387 FIRE Act To amend the Clean Air Act to require revisions House: Assigned to Senate
PPACG Legislative Theme: Air Quality to reg.ulatlons governing th? review and Evans (R-CO) Environment & Public
handling of air quality monitoring data
influenced by exceptional events or actions to Gray (D-CA) Works
mitigate wildfire risk. Gosar (R-AZ)
Crank (R-CO)
H.R. 7437 BASICS Act To improve Federal transportation programs, House: House: Assigned to

PPACG Legislative Theme: Transportation

and for other purposes.

McDonald-Rivet (D-MI)

Transportation &

Bresnahan (R-PA) Infrastructure
Vasquez (D-NM)
Baird (R-IN)
Mrvan (D-IN)
Bills PPACG is opposing
Bill # Title Bill Summary Sponsors Status
H.R. 5465 | GREEN Streets Act To amend title 23, United States Code, to require | House: House: Assigned to
PPACG Legislative Theme: Transportation AR EEEETIE [PEWTES M CEnSElar PRISES Ene] || ) f7meq (D-CA) Committee on
strategles to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, . .

Lieu (D-CA) Transportation &

and for other purposes..

Infrastructure,
Subcommittee on
Highways and Transit

Bills PPACG is monitoring

H.R. 4218

CLEAR Act

PPACG Legislative Theme: Air Quality

Bill Summary
To amend the Clean Air Act to facilitate State

implementation of national ambient air quality
standards, and for other purposes.

Sponsors
House:
Carter (R-GA)

House: Passed by Energy
& Commerce on Jan. 21,
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https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/7437
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/4585
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/4218
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